
Dear friends,

Greetings from Trinity College Dublin. I hope this letter finds you safe and well. I am delighted to take this 

opportunity to personally thank you for all you have done for our Trinity community in recent years.

Alumni and friends like you have risen to the occasion time and time again when we have asked for support. 

Like last year when our Senior Tutor, Aidan Seery, looked for emergency support for the Student Hardship 

Fund during Ireland’s first lockdown. So many of you made gifts which meant that we could see all our 

students safely housed, with emergency grants made available to those in need. Thanks to people like you, 

the Senior Tutor’s Office distributed an extra €350,000 in urgent funding compared to the previous year.

I have been moved by the many messages of support we received from our graduates and friends during this 

time. You were there when we needed you, and I thank you.

As I approach the end of my term as Provost, I note that the past ten years are filled with moments of kindness 

from people around the world. You have given generously to support Trinity students. We rely on friends like 

you more than anyone else. It is my sincere wish that this relationship will continue and that you will carry on 

giving, I certainly plan to. 

The challenges of a post-COVID world will be significant. 

The part-time jobs that so many students rely on are not 

available, many parents have had their incomes reduced 

or lost. All of this means that students are facing a 

multitude of unprecedented financial challenges, which 

is why I am writing to ask you to give again. Support 

from people like you can mean the difference between 

achieving a degree or not.

Please read on...

" Thank you so much and please pass
on my sincere thanks to the donors.
Like many others I am worried
about my financial situation for the
upcoming academic year and this
will be very helpful so I can’t thank
you enough."

Hardship Fund recipient, 2020
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So, what can we do together?

A gift to the Student Hardship Fund helps to ensure that students in difficulty can be supported into safe living 

environments, provided with essential equipment or internet access, and assisted with the kinds of unexpected crises 

that could otherwise derail their education.

The Senior Tutor’s Office continues to work tirelessly to provide all necessary extra supports and ensure every 

student has a safe place to live and continue their education, despite the additional challenges and pressures they 

are facing.

You have been so generous to Trinity before and for this, I thank you sincerely. As I think about what the next ten 

years will look like for Trinity students, I want to make sure we do everything we can to support our students in need. 

I hope we can count on your support once again today.

Will you please consider making a gift 
to our Student Hardship Fund?
Your generosity today will ensure that we can answer the call from 

every Trinity student who needs help, now and in the future. 

Your continued support makes a big difference. Thank you for being 

a part of the Trinity community. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr Patrick Prendergast 

Provost

P.S. – Your ongoing generosity will help ensure every Trinity student has all the support they need, now and 
in the future. Please consider making a gift to the Student Hardship Fund today. 

Click here to donate to the Provost Appeal

“ Thank you so much for this! I’ve no
way of thanking all the alumni who
donated, but I’m feeling pretty grateful
right now, like Trinity is still looking
out for me. As a final year student, I
can only endeavour to be in a position
to contribute to future Trinity students
in a similar kind of way.”

Hardship Fund recipient, 2020
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