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Today

– Core components 

– Presenting research with clarity, 
confidence and conciseness. 
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A poster…

– Represents you 

– (can) have immediate impact and 
draw further interest

– Helps you connect with people with 
similar focus and reach a broader 
audience

– Facilitates one-to-one conversations

– Is visible throughout conference

– Is easily shared – Twitter, Facebook 
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First steps

– Are you provided with guidelines? 

– Size, orientation

DSAI Conference:
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Layout

– Trinity Identity

“The Trinity logo should always appear in the top left-hand corner of 
documents, and should not be centred. The shield should be used 

together with the text as a full logo and the shield should never be 
used on its own. The logos should not be edited or amended in any 

way and a 3 cm space should be allowed around the logo in all 
directions with no other text appearing.” 

– https://www.tcd.ie/local/identity/logo-downloads/

– https://www.tcd.ie/local/identity/powerpoint/

https://www.tcd.ie/local/identity/logo-downloads/
https://www.tcd.ie/local/identity/powerpoint/
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What programme?

– PowerPoint: Simple and straightforward. 

– Photoshop, Illustrator: More options and more complicated

– Many templates online. Play around with a couple

– e.g. https://www.genigraphics.com/templates
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How to make your poster work for you

– Colour 

– Font 

– Size

– Logical flow

– Use of negative space ----->>>>>>>
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Colour

– Dark lettering on light background     

Light lettering on light background is hard to read

– Colour theme – 2-3 colours only - Trinity blue (eye dropper)

Light on dark background is tiring
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Font

– Main points need to be able to be read by 1 – 1.5m away

– Title: 72-120 (Do you want it to be read from the other side of the 
room?)

– Subtitle: 48-80 (To be read by someone passing by)

– Section Headers: 36-72 (Drawing them in…)

– Body Text: 24-48 (Readers)

– Sans-serif fonts for the title, subtitle, and headers: Helvetica, Arial, 
Calibri, Trebuchet, Tahoma, Verdana

– Serif fonts for text: Times New Roman

– Minimise use of underlines, italics, and bold
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Logical Layout

– If you put things in random 
places

– People read left to right

– Things can get confusing

– Readers need to be able to quickly work out how to move through 
the poster

– 800-1000 words with white space between sentences

– Justified Cramping your paragraph makes it hard to follow
and doesn’t encourage the reader to read
on, no matter how compelling your poster about
whether cats are a solid or a fluid, or maybe both.
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What to include?

– Target audience

– Useful tables, graphs, pictures 

– Summary NOT thesis… bullet points

– Title: Short & eye-catching

– Authors & Affiliations:  Supervisor & funder

– Contact details

– Your photo?

– Typical Sections:

– Aim, Rationale, Abstract, Context, 
Methodology, Findings, Implications, 
Conclusion, References



Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin Derina Johnson – johnsode@tcd.ie

Content: What is the punchline?

Your Poster. So much 
detail. It looks interesting, 

innovative and 
informative….

– Direct reader’s eye to main message.

– Rationale, results, implications, conclusion, methodology…

– What do you want your take home message to be?
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Extra materials

– Provide people with an A4 or A5 
Handout

– Summary of the poster

– Contact details

– Bring pen and paper to jot down 
feedback

– Bring business cards (if you don’t 
have handouts)

– Poster storage – get a cardboard 
tube



Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin Derina Johnson – johnsode@tcd.ie

Random additional tip

– Coordinate attire with your poster presentation – may get more 
attention according to this study:

http://www.cmaj.ca/content/169/12/1291.full.pdf+html

http://www.cmaj.ca/content/169/12/1291.full.pdf+html
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A0 – Size matters

• Aesthetics, content, 
accuracy, organisation 
and clarity (& oral 
explanation)

• This is larger than DSAI
dimensions… can hold 
more information
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www.colinpurrington.com

• Very fussy and word heavy
• Poor choice of graphics, too many colours 
• Text boxes don’t line up > distracting 



Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin Derina Johnson – johnsode@tcd.ie

• Clean design

• Appropriate graphics

• Note: large title
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https://www.makesigns.com/tutorials/poster-design-layout.aspx

• Very hard to read!

• Too much text
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• Lovely colour scheme

• Probably not 
Powerpoint though!

• Background graphic a 
little distracting 
perhaps?
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A0 Size
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A1 size
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“Tell me about your research / poster”

– Be able to give 1-2 
minute elevator pitch

AND

– 5 minute presentation

– Don’t read your poster

– Smile!
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DSAI
PG

Network 

Training

• Research Skills 
• Presentation 

Skills
• Creating 

Posters 
• Writing Skills

Networking

Engagement 
with experts

Student-
Led 

Initiatives Identify & 
meet gaps

Support• Financial
• Logistics

Peer 
meet-ups

Special 
speakers

Publications

https://youtu.be/QAv7-JxpKf0

DSAI Postgraduate Network

https://youtu.be/QAv7-JxpKf0


Thank You

Derina Johnson
johnsode@tcd.ie


