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The National Cancer Control Programme (NCCP)

A Directorate of the HSE that manages, organises and delivers cancer control 

on a whole population basis.

Established in 2007 to implement the 2006 National Cancer Control Strategy. 

Now implementing the third National Cancer Strategy 2017-2026.

Aims:

• Reduce cancer incidence

• Reduce cancer mortality

• Improve outcomes and quality of life for people living with cancer

www.hse.ie/cancer

http://www.hse.ie/cancer


What is ‘Cancer Control’? 

• A whole population approach 

• Considers the full cancer continuum 
• how to reduce the risk of cancer occurring 
• diagnosing cancer
• treating and supporting patients with cancer
• improving quality of life for those living with or 

beyond a cancer diagnosis
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Improvements in 5 year survival

+21% overall

+25% in M

+16% in F

National Cancer Registry Ireland (2023) Cancer in Ireland 1994-
2021: Annual statistical report of theNational Cancer Registry. NCRI, 
Cork, Ireland.
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Five-year survival all invasive cancers 
2014-2018

Insert text here…



Risk of death from all invasive cancers 
over time

Insert text here…





“Equity is the absence of unfair, avoidable or remediable 

differences among groups of people, whether those groups are 

defined socially, economically, demographically, or geographically 

or by other dimensions of inequality (e.g. sex, gender, ethnicity, 

disability, or sexual orientation). 

Health is a fundamental human right.

Health equity is achieved when everyone can attain their full 

potential for health and well-being.”

World Health Organisation on Equity



Different forms of cancer control inequity
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Informing a targeted approach 

Cancer risk factor 
epidemiology 

modifiable and non-modifiable risks 

Cancer incidence and 
outcomes 

any recognised or predicted differences 
due to comorbidities 

Public and patient engagement understanding of patient experience of 
health services, patient values, what is 
culturally appropriate and acceptable

Reorientation of health 
services 

consideration of how services across the 
continuum can better meet the needs of 
the population
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Reducing Cancer Risk

• Clear evidence-based messages
• Influence policy, health-promoting 

environment
• National and community initiatives



Early diagnosis of symptomatic cancer 





Without symptoms… 

Those at increased risk:
Targeted surveillance
Chemoprevention
Preventative surgery 
Holistic care and support 

Population risk screening:
Breast 
Bowel 
Cervical 



Treatment services and guidance 

• Service improvement initiatives
• pathways, infrastructure, equipment, training

• Treatment protocols
• Clinical guidelines

• National cancer care experience survey



Psychooncology 

• Establishment of 
psychooncology teams in 
cancer centres

• Pathway to community 
services 



Survivorship and support





Steps to action

REPEAT!

Learn  - improve EVALUATE

Evidence informed TAKE ACTION

Data, Research, Service user engagement UNDERSTANDING

Service users, carers, health & social care professionals ENGAGEMENT 



Dr Tríona McCarthy 
Consultant in Public Health Medicine

National Cancer Control Programme

triona.mccarthy@cancercontrol.ie

info@cancercontrol.ie 

www.hse.ie/cancer 

Thank you

Go raibh maith agaibh
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