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Bachelor in Social Studies
(Social Work) TR 084

Teaching Methods and Assessment sSources Of Further Information

Teaching methods are varied and interactive, ranging from lectures
and seminars to small group exercises and role-play. Modules are
assessed by essays, projects and examinations. In final year 60%+ of
marks derive from continuous assessment.

Professional Practice

BSS provides generic training in social work and prepares students
to work in most settings. So, in each of the four years, students

have a placement in a different agency. Placements provide practice
experience and an opportunity to apply skills and knowledge gained
in college. The first two placements take place in summer vacations.
The final two placements are 14 weeks in duration and take place
partly in vacation and partly in term. There are opportunities for
placements outside Ireland for students with an interest in gaining
international experience.

Tutorial Support

All students in TCD have an academic tutor to advise them. From third
year, social work students also have a social work tutor to support
their professional development.

Age

There is no age requirement for the BSS degree. It is the case that
social workers have to deal with difficult situations and the degree
is designed to provide students with a range of practice learning
opportunities before qualifying.

Trinity College Dublin
www.tcd.ie

Admissions and Entry Requirements
Admissions Office,

Trinity College,

Dublin 2

Telephone: 01 896 4444

Email: admissions@tcd.ie

BSS programme

School of Social Work and Social Policy,
Arts Building,

Trinity College,

Dublin 2

Telephone: 01 8962001

Fax: 01 6712262

Email: social.studies@tcd.ie
www.socialwork-socialpolicy.tcd.ie

Social Work

Irish Association of Social Workers

WWW.iasw.ie

CORU (Health & Social Care Professionals Council)
WWW.Coru.ie
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As the BSS degree is a vocational degree, it is wise to ask yourself
two questions:

1) Is social work the right career for you?

Meeting with social workers to find out what they do, reading widely
about social issues and problems, and doing voluntary work are all
helpful steps in reaching this decision. It is also useful to think about
your personal style and talents to see if they fit with social work; for
example, whether you are a good listener and communicator, can cope
with stressful situations, and can be flexible and patient in helping
other people to find their own solutions.

2) Is now the right time to commit yourself to a social work degree?

The BSS is an excellent choice for those who want to become social
workers and who are ready to take on an intensive programme
right away. For others, taking a social science degree first, gaining
some work experience, and then training as a social worker on a

postgraduate course, is a sensible alternative career path.
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Applying for the BSS Degree
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