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Foreword

The adoption of broader criteria for college admission — using
a process called holistic admissions — will send a clear

message to the young people of Ireland the the gates of
Trinity and all universities are open wider than ever before to

those who bring excellence in all its forms.

Dr William R. Fitzsimmons, Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid at Harvard,

speaking at the launch of the feasibility study, 14 January 2013

This is the fourth year of the Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions. Trinity launched the feasibility study to assist in the development of national
policy by seeing if there is a fairer and a better mechanism for admitting students to third-level. It is an attempt to ascertain whether, on a small scale
and in a strictly controlled and transparent way, it might be possible to admit students using a range of assessments (including the Leaving
Certificate). The results of the study will be published and shared throughout the sector. In September 2014, the first cohort of students entered
three Trinity College courses, Law, History, and Ancient and Medieval History and Culture, via the feasibility study.

The ‘points system’ was designed by the higher education institutions and has been in operation for some forty years. It frequently attracts criticism
as it tends to be a blunt instrument and offers a very narrow gateway through which to admit students to third-level. The greatest strength of the
system is its transparency, but it places students, teachers and parents under a great deal of pressure, because everything depends on a single set
of examinations. Leading international experts (and universities) suggest that a holistic approach is better, in other words, looking at an applicant in
a broader context and moving away from capturing the performance of that applicant at a fixed point in time. Such an approach might also help to
identify potential and ‘fit’ with a particular course. The reality is that potential does not always translate neatly into high points.

This feasibility study is Trinity’s attempt to assist in the development of national policy by seeing if there is a fairer and a better mechanism for
admitting students to third-level. It is an attempt to see whether, on a small scale and in a strictly controlled way, it might be possible to admit
students using a range of assessments (including the Leaving Certificate), with the results published and shared throughout the sector.

The feasibility study recognises the importance of having a Leaving Certificate examination that is fit-for-purpose and supports the
reforms that are currently underway at second-level to ensure a more positive educational experience. It also values the great
work and commitment of the teachers at primary and post-primary level throughout Ireland.

The new admissions route tested here seeks to complement the role of the Leaving Certificate and the teaching community, by working with the

Central Applications Office (CAO) to examine whether some approaches which have succeeded internationally might work in Ireland.

The study is being conducted on behalf of the third-level sector and the results will be shared and published. We encourage
parents, teachers, and especially students, to engage with this study and help inform national policy in the area.

Professor Patrick Geoghegan
Trinity Admissions Feasibility Study Sponsor, Trinity College Dublin



The New Admissions Route

‘The best approach [in a fair admissions system] is not to use a single indicator or score. It is better to use a comprehensive
set of predictors in the hope that the weaknesses of one might be compensated by the strengths of another’.

(Professor Steven Schwartz, author of the UK government’s report on ‘Fair Admissions to Higher Education’, 18 May 2012)

Key points

n  There are a total of 25 places available through this new
route: 10 in History (TR003), 10 in Law (TR004) and 5
in Ancient and Medieval History and Culture (TR028).

n  Trinity is looking to reward potential alongside academic
ability, a key factor which is not always recognised in the
current system.

n  All personal information will be removed from applications
before they are considered by the Trinity Review Panel.

n  Applicants can opt-out of the feasibility study if they wish.

n A key objective is to encourage students to apply for
courses they might never have considered before
because they thought the points were too high.

n  There are no interviews.

n  Applicants are advised not to seek assistance with completing
the Trinity Application Form from Guidance Counsellors,
parents or other family members to give a clearer sense of
each individual. Please note that Trinity College has advised
Guidance Counsellors not to draft or edit applications.

The majority of places on the three courses involved will be filled
in the traditional way using Leaving Certificate points alone.
Applicants to the three courses involved in the study will have the
option of using the new admissions route, or opting out of the
study, in which case they will be considered for the remaining
places in the normal way on the basis of CAO points.

The three modalities which will be used to assess
applicants in the study are as follows:

(a) Leaving Certificate results.

(b) Relative Performance Rank (RPR) — the performance of
the applicant relative to other applicants from their school.
This scale looks at the performance of the applicant in the
Leaving Certificate compared to every other Leaving
Certificate candidate in their school in that year.

(c) Personal and Contextual Data — provided via
supplementary materials submitted by the applicant.

Names of applicants, any identifying information, and the
names of schools attended, will be made completely
anonymous before being evaluated by the review panels.

What Trinity is looking for

Trinity is looking for students with academic ability and potential from
all over the country — students whose real, overall ability is not always
captured in a single points total. The key advice to applicants is to be
honest in their application, and write it themselves. Trinity is not
evaluating grammar, vocabulary, or writing style. It is looking for an
honest piece of self-reflection by the applicant, what they would like to
study, and why. If an applicant gets a relative, teacher, or friend, to
write the application for them it breaches the terms of the application.
In addition, it would not be in the best interests of the applicant as it
would not be what the review panels are looking for and so would
prove counter-productive.

How the applications will be evaluated

All applications will be evaluated at a number of stages,
including by a formal review panel which will include external
and independent observers.

Applicants must submit the personal statement online. The
personal statement will be evaluated by expert reviewers and
used as a qualifier. Qualifying personal statements will be those
which the expert reviewers score a 1, 2, 3 or 4 on a scale of 1 to
6. Applicants whose personal statements qualify according to the
above will proceed to the next stage. It is not possible to inform
applicants that they have or have not proceeded to the next stage
until such times as all place offers have been made.

In the scoring process, the Leaving Certificate results and the Relative
Performance Rank will be weighted equally to rank the candidates in
order. The process will also be reviewed at each stage to ensure that it
has been anonymous and free from any external influence.

Who can apply
The Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions is for Irish Leaving

Certificate applicants under the age of 23 as of 1st January 2017.

Admissions requirements

To qualify for admission to a course through the TAFS study,
applicants must meet the University’s minimum entry requirements.
The minimum entry requirements can be found in the University’s
Undergraduate Prospectus 2017 at
https://www.tcd.ie/study/assets/pdf/ TCD-Prospectus-2017,pdf and at

https://www.tcd.ie/study/eu/undergraduate/assets/world/02790-TCD-
AdmissionsRegs-2017-Proof#01.pdf

Courses within the Study

The courses involved in the study are: History (TR003) —
10 places; Law (TR004) — 10 places; Ancient and
Medieval History and Culture (TR028 — 5 places).

Applying to the Study

Applications to the Study comprise (a) a CAO application
and (b) a completed Trinity Feasibility Study Application Form.
The Trinity Application Form can be changed at any time up to
17:15 on 1st March 2017. Applicants should avoid use of
characters such as &, * or similar in the online application as
they will not be visible for assessment. Neither should any
reference be made to personal, identifying information in
Sections 1, 2 or 3, such as school name or place of residence.


https://www.tcd.ie/study/assets/pdf/TCD-Prospectus-2017,pdf
https://www.tcd.ie/study/eu/undergraduate/assets/world/02790-TCD-AdmissionsRegs-2017-Proof#01.pdf
https://www.tcd.ie/study/eu/undergraduate/assets/world/02790-TCD-AdmissionsRegs-2017-Proof#01.pdf

Trinity Feasibility Study timeline

November Read the Trinity Feasibility Study Application Guide.
Make a CAO application at

www.cao.ie
Fill in the online Trinity Application Form at www.cao.ie

1st February 2017 Apply to CAO by 17:15, selecting one or more of the courses involved.
1st March 2017 Complete all elements of the Trinity Application Form.
April-June 2017 Trinity Feasibility Study Application Screening.

August 2017 Leaving Certificate exam results.

CAO offers.

Successful Trinity Feasibility Study Applicants notified by CAO.
Accept CAO offer.

Trinity Feasibility Study Application Guide

When you have read this application guide, you are ready to complete your online Trinity Feasibility Study application at www.cao.ie.

1. Set up your CAO account

Before proceeding with a Trinity Feasibility Study application, set up your CAO account and then log into the account to
select your course choices. Click the ‘Add Level 8 Course Choice’ button on the My Application page.

Course Choices (stored on the CAO computer)

N.B. An application should not be made for any course without first
consulting the information literature of the institution offering that course.

Level 8 Course Choices:

None selected,

Add Level 8 Course Choices »
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http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.cao.ie/

2. Enter your course choices

Enter your course choices in order of preference 1-10.

Level 8 Course Choices Courses

No courses selected.
Please enter all your course choices below, in order of preference.

You may type the course codes directly into the boxes below or
click on the "Courses’ button to select course codes.

N.B. Enter all courses for which you wish to apply.

N.B. Applicants applying for course(s) with options should enter
the course(s) below and enter their options later.

. -
TRO28

i -

Click ‘Continue with Course Choices’ button once your course choices are entered.
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[/ you are a Deferred Applicant from last year, tick the following box: [

fou will breach the conditions of your defermed place if you enter more than the

ksingle deferred course code on your application.

that event, you will forfeit the guaranteed plsce and enter the 2016 competition
places in the normal way.

Cancel \ [ Continue with Course Choices »




3. Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions Application Form

If you select any of the courses that are part of the Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions (History/TR003, Law/TR004 or
Ancient and Medieval History and Culture/TR028) you will immediately be automatically brought to a page to decide
if you wish to take part in the Study.

Before you continue, you must decide if you wish to complete the Trinity Feasibility Study.

Trinity Feasibility Study

What ie The Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissiona?

The Trinity Feasibility Study aims to identify and admit students who are enthusiastic and passionate
about learning, motivated and suitable for their chosen courses, and with the academic ability and
potential to be inspired by everything that Trinity College Dublin has to offer. It uses a range of materials to
make an assessment about the academic ability and potential of each applicant, aiming to match the right
person to the right course. It is very important that you complete this application independently of your
school Guidance Counsellor, parent or other family member so that the Trinity College Assessment Panel
gets a clearer sense of you as an individual. Trinity College has advised Guidance Counssllors not to
become directly involved in drafting or editing individual applications. All applications will be made
completely anonymous before evaluation.

The majority of places on each course will be filled in the traditional way using CAO points alone. Twenty-
five places are set aside for this study and these places will be filled using a combination of Leaving
Certificate results, Relative Performance Rank (RPR), and information provided in the Trinity Application
Form. The courses involved in the study are: History (TR003) — 10 places; Law (TR004) — 10 places;
Ancient and Medieval History and Culture (TR028) — 5 places. Relative Performance Rank refers to your
academic ranking within the Leaving Centificate cohort in your school when results are published. Further
information on the study and guidslines for applicants are available at:
https://www.tcd.ie/study/eu/undergraduate/apply/feasibility/

Who can apply?
The Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions is for Irish Leaving Certificate applicants under the age of 23 as
of January 1 2017.
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Should | apply?

Applicants to the three courses in the Feasibility Study (TR003, TR004, TR028) in 2015 have the option of
taking part in the study, and submitting the Trinity Application Form, in which case they will compete for all
of the regular places on the course filled in the traditional way, as well as the places set aside for the
study, or opting out of the study, in which case they will compete for all of the places allocated in the
traditional way.

When applying for TR003, TR004 or TR028 applicants will be required to opt in or out of the Feasibility
Study. Once the course is listed a Yes/No tab will appear and they must indicate ‘yes’ or 'no’ before they
can proceed. Once they have submitted their course choices applicants will log back into ‘My Application’
where they will be able to submit the information required for the Trinity Application Form.



https://www.tcd.ie/study/eu/undergraduate/apply/feasibility/

Do you wish to be considered for the Trinity Feasibility Study in OYes
Admissiona? ONo

Ticking yes means you have read and accept the Trinity Feasibility Study Terms and Conditions.

An application to the Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions consista of:
1. Your CAO application and

2. The online form which must be completed by 17:15 on 1 March 2017.

You can make changes to your application at any time up to 17:15 on 1 March 2017.. Please note, failure
to answer all relevant sections will affect your eligibility for the Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions.

Update Selection »

Trinity Feasbility Study Terms ard Conditians
To be considerad for the Trinity Foasemiidy Sludy you must apheo to the rallowing:

+ | gartty thal tre infarmaton | nawe SupDlied in 1 Feasisiey Study Appataon i cormedt
| uraersiang i failung 19 Sorp e W Bpeicanan farm fully BNa @ OF Besuritily My MOy ORBCT NS SulICme Of My = ealinity Sudy Bepicanen

* | undenstand i no changes o asddional informadon can ba mgided in My Feasibity Siudy scpicabon ahar Tst March 2017,

* | caithy thul Iy paRcRal SRRy o T D o

« | urdarstand Iral checks o0 e cantied carl 1o snsure that | have wiften iy perional essay myssl! | undersiand that if iy peroral essay Bppean [o have been
LI FOM BNCTHT SOUSE OF TSN OF BOM «TRIA Dy SOMAONE SHEr TN My BeE ThAE Ay BEEASEDON 10 e Faasbity Soudy will Do negatively affected

+ | UrGRRLENG 1 By oINS INSOMMALGN SLEDAED B8 DA OF My FRAREIRy Sludly SODRCANCA B BLEET 10 VNSCIDGA BNa revl WNERD | B ACUNd L3 RaVe gYen
Talis or mhﬁlﬁ'ﬂln’m | wngerEiang hal | =8 Aol b conidened 1or e Feaibitty Sudy

+ | uradershand [Fal some delsis of ey Feaskbilty 25udy applcation il be msed lor resesrch purposss. Dut Mese delais w8 be anorpmasd and none of my
perscnal informabion =i be dars9abls

When the terms and conditions link is clicked, a ‘pop up’ will appear:
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You must answer “Do you wish to be considered for the Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions?”

Once you click the ‘Update Selection’ button, you will be brought back into the ‘My Application’ page.

Your Trinity Feasibility Study status has been updated.

You have until the 1st March to complete the Trinity Feasibility Study.

Notes:
. Please remember to retum Sections B & C of the Supplementary Information Form? Further Informalion
. Do not forget you will need to supply supporting documents to your HEAR application by 1 April, 2017.

. You indicated that you wish to complete the Trinity Feasibility Study. All infermation is to be submitted online by 17:15 on
1 Mareh, 2017.

. Please ensure that you post all your supporting documents to CAQ.
Certified copies of results of 201 7examinations (excluding Leaving Cert & FETAC) must be provided to CAQ as soon as
they become available. All documents must be clearly marked with your name and CAO Number. Please read pages 12-
14 of the 2017 CAC Handbook for further instructions.




A section will appear under the Qualifications and Assessment Section on the My Application page.

If you answer ‘Yes’ to the Feasibility Study, you must scroll back down to the Feasibility section and click on the ‘Complete
Study’ button that will bring you into the Feasibility Study Page. Up until the 1st March 2017, you will have the option to change
your mind if you wish to opt in or out of the Feasibility Study by clicking the ‘Edit Option’ button in the Feasibility Study section.

If you answer ‘No’ to the Feasibility Study, you will be brought back to the My Application page. You will have until the 1st
March 2017 to change your mind and complete the Feasibility Study and you can do so by clicking the Edit Option button.

Trinity Feasibility Study

Applicants to the thrée courses in the Feasibility Study (TROO03, TROO4, TROZE) in 2017 have the option of
taking part in the study. and submitting the Trinity Application Ferm, In which case they will be eligitle for
all of the regular places on the course filled in the tragitional way. as well as the places set aside for the
study, er opting out of the study, in which case they will remain eligible for all of the places aliocated in the
traditional way

You have until 17:15 on 1st March 2017 {o edit this option and complete the Feasibility Study

Trinity Feasibility Study
You indicated that you wish to complete the Trinity Feasibility Study.

All information is to be submitted online before 17:15 on 1st March 2017.

—
=5
=
=

<
m
&
@,
=
E

<
(%))
=
S
=
<
S
>
e,
El
»
@,
o
=]
7]
|
>
k=]
=
=
2
o
=
@
=
o
@
N
o
B
~

The Application Form may ‘time out’, so please draft your content outside of the form and paste it in when it is completed, to
avoid loss of content.

Trinity Application Form

The Trinity Application Form has three purposes:
* To provide information on your interest in specific courses and in Trinity College.
* To demonstrate your ability to express yourself through an essay.
* To provide any additional information that you think will support your application.

If you have questions regarding this form please contact the CAO on (091) 509 800.

Please complete the following form and click on the 'Submit’ button when you have finished.

If this form is taking too much time to complete, you may save your details and continue on to complete
the form.

Please note applicants are strongly advised to write their essay separately in Notepad, or another plain
text editor, and then insert it into the form to avoid loss of content.




Section A - Applicant Information
Q1. About You
In the space provided please submit a short, self-reflective essay on yourself, outlining your interests,

ambitions, and experiences, and any other relevant information.

Characters left: 2000 ( You may enter up to 2000 characters. )

(Please click the save buttons at regular intervals to avoid browser time outs.)

oo |

Q2. Study at Trinity
Please list in order the courses you would like to study at Trinity and what interests you about them.

Characters left: 300 ( You may enter up to 300 characters. )

(Please click the save buttons at regular intervals to avoid browser time outs.)

Q3. Choosing Your Course
Please provide some information about what you think makes you suitable for these courses?

Characters left. 300 ( You may enter up to 300 characters. )

(Please click the save buttons at regular intervals to avoid browser time outs.)




Section B - Essay

Please write an essay (2,000 characters) on a topic of your choice. Essays should demonstrate evidence of
analytical ability, so choose a topic that enables you to showcase your ability to think critically, analyse, and
interpret. For example, you could choose a favourite quotation and explain why it is significant to you, or you
might pick a character in fiction, or a historical figure, who has influenced you and explain why.

The personal essay helps us to become better acquainted with you as a person and student, apart from
subjects studied, exam results, and other objective information. It will also demonstrate your ability to express
yourself.

Please note applicants are strongly advised to write their essay separately in Notepad and then insert it into
the form, to avoid loss of content.

Characters left: 2000 ( You may enter up to 2000 characters. )

(Please click the save buttons at regular intervals to avoid browser time outs.)

Save

You must click the declarations before you can submit.

Section C - Required Dedlarations:
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[ 1 ceriify that all information provided in this admission process is my own work, and | undersiand that
this information will be stored by the university. | understand that | may be subject to a range of possible
disciplinary actions, including admission revocation, or expulsion, should the information be false.

I} understand that in the Trinity Feasibility Study, Trinity College Dublin will be admiting students using a
holistic approach, and accept that any single assessment strand (e.g. Leaving Certificate or Relative
Performance Rank or Trinity Application Form) may not prove sufficient for entry.

11 give Trinity permission fo contact me at the end of the process with the results of this application.

[11 consent to the use of information included in this Trinity Application Form for research purposes by

Trinity Gollege Dublin.
=

If you have saved but not submitted your Trinity Feasibility Study Application, a message will appear at the top of the My Application page
when you log into your application. Once the Feasibility Study Application has been submitted, there will be no more notes or prompts to
complete or submit the study. The Feasibility Study section will remain visible on the My Application page until the 1st March 2017.






http://www.tcd.ie/study
http://www.tcd.ie/courses
http://www.tcd.ie/
http://www.facebook.com/trinitycollegedublin
http://www.youtube.com/trinitycollegedublin
http://itunes.tcd.ie/
https://twitter.com/tcddublin
mailto:academic.registry@tcd.ie

