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The adoption of
broader criteria for college
admission - using a process
called holistic admissions -
will send a clear message to
the young people of Ireland
the gates of Trinity and all
universities are open wider
than ever before to those
who bring excellence in all

its forms. , ’

- Dr William R. Fitzsimmons, Dean of Admissions
and Financial Aid at Harvard, speaking at the
launch of the feasibility study, 14 January 2013.

FOREWORD

This is the fifth year of the Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions. Trinity
launched the feasibility study to assist in the development of national
policy by seeing if there is a fairer and a better mechanism for admitting
students to third-level. It is an attempt to ascertain whether, on a

small scale and in a strictly controlled and transparent way, it might be
possible to admit students using a range of assessments (including the
Leaving Certificate). The results of the study will be published and shared
throughout the sector. In September 2014, the first cohort of students
entered three Trinity College courses, Law, History, and Ancient and
Medieval History and Culture, via the feasibility study.

The ‘points system’ was designed by the higher education institutions and
has been in operation for some forty years. It frequently attracts criticism
as it tends to be a blunt instrument and offers a very narrow gateway
through which to admit students to third-level. The greatest strength of
the system is its transparency, but it places students, teachers and parents
under a great deal of pressure, because everything depends on a single set
of examinations. Leading international experts (and universities) suggest
that a holistic approach is better, in other words, looking at an applicant
in a broader context and moving away from capturing the performance of
that applicant at a fixed point in time. Such an approach might also help
to identify potential and ‘fit’ with a particular course. The reality is that
potential does not always translate neatly into high points.

This feasibility study is Trinity’s attempt to assist in the development of
national policy by seeing if there is a fairer and a better mechanism for
admitting students to third-level. It is an attempt to see whether, on a
small scale and in a strictly controlled way, it might be possible to admit
students using a range of assessments (including the Leaving Certificate),
with the results published and shared throughout the sector. The
feasibility study recognises the importance of having a Leaving Certificate
examination that is fit-for-purpose and supports the reforms that are
currently underway at second-level to ensure a more positive educational
experience. It also values the great work and commitment of the teachers
at primary and post-primary level throughout Ireland.

The new admissions route tested here seeks to complement the role of
the Leaving Certificate and the teaching community, by working with the
Central Applications Office (CAQO) to examine whether some approaches
which have succeeded internationally might work in Ireland. The study

is being conducted on behalf of the third-level sector and the results will
be shared and published. We encourage parents, teachers, and especially
students, to engage with this study and help inform national policy in the
area.

Dr Gillian Martin,
Senior Lecturer/Dean of Undergraduate Studies, Trinity College Dublin.
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THE NEW
ADMISSIONS
ROUTE

‘THE BEST APPROACH [IN A FAIR
ADMISSIONS SYSTEM] IS NOT

TO USE A SINGLE INDICATOR

OR SCORE. ITISBETTER TO

USE A COMPREHENSIVE SET

OF PREDICTORS IN THE HOPE
THAT THE WEAKNESSES OF ONE
MIGHT BE COMPENSATED BY THE
STRENGTHS OF ANOTHER’.

(Professor Steven Schwartz, author of the UK
government’s report on ‘Fair Admissions to Higher
Education; 18 May 2012).

Key points

«  There are a total of 25 places available through this new
route: 10 in History (TR003), 10 in Law (TR004) and 5 in
Ancient and Medieval History and Culture (TR028);

«  Trinity is looking to reward potential alongside academic
ability, a key factor which is not always recognised in the
current system;

«  All personal information will be removed from
applications before they are considered by the Trinity
Review Panel;

«  Applicants can opt-out of the feasibility study if they wish;

+  Akey objective is to encourage students to apply for
courses they might never have considered before because
they thought the points were too high;

. There are no interviews.

Applicants are advised not to seek assistance with completing
the Trinity Application Form from Guidance Counselors,
parents or other family members to give a clearer sense of
each individual. Please note that Trinity College has advised
Guidance Counselors not to draft or edit applications.

The majority of places on the three courses involved will be
filled in the traditional way using Leaving Certificate points
alone. Applicants to the three courses involved in the study will
have the option of using the new admissions route, or opting
out of the study, in which case they will be considered for the
remaining places in the normal way on the basis of CAO points.
Offers via the Trinity Admissions Feasibility Study will only be
made in Round 1.

The three modalities which will be used to assess applicants in
the study are as follows:

(a) Leaving Certificate results;

(b) Relative Performance Rank (RPR) - the performance of

the applicant relative to other applicants from their school.
This scale looks at the performance of the applicant in the
Leaving Certificate compared to every other Leaving Certificate
candidate in their school in that year. Students sitting the
Leaving Certificate as External Candidates will be assessed
relative to the school with which they were last registered;

(c) Personal and Contextual Data - provided via supplementary
materials submitted by the applicant. Names of applicants, any
identifying information, and the names of schools attended,
will be made completely anonymous before being evaluated by
the review panels.



What Trinity is looking for

Trinity is looking for students with academic ability and
potential from all over the country - students whose real,
overall ability is not always captured in a single points total.
The key advice to applicants is to be honest in their application,
and write it themselves. Trinity is not evaluating grammar,
vocabulary, or writing style. It is looking for an honest piece of
self-reflection by the applicant, what they would like to study,
and why. If an applicant gets a relative, teacher, or friend, to
write the application for them it breaches the terms of the
application. In addition, it would not be in the best interests
of the applicant as it would not be what the review panels are
looking for and so would prove counter-productive.

How the applications will be evaluated

All applications will be evaluated at a number of stages,
including by a formal review panel.

Applicants must submit the personal statement online. The
personal statement will be evaluated by expert reviewers

and used as a qualifier. Qualifying personal statements will

be those which the expert reviewers scorea1,2,3or4on a
scale of 1 to 6. Applicants whose personal statements qualify
according to the above will proceed to the next stage. It is

not possible to inform applicants that they have or have not
proceeded to the next stage until such times as all place offers
have been made. Where plagiarism is detected, the application
will be disqualified. Incomplete application forms will also
result in disqualification.

In the scoring process, the Leaving Certificate results and the
Relative Performance Rank will be weighted equally to rank the
candidates in order. The process will also be reviewed at each
stage to ensure that it has been anonymous and free from any
external influence.

Who can apply

The Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions is for Irish Leaving
Certificate applicants under the age of 23 as of 1st January
2018.

Admissions requirements

To qualify for admission to a course through the TAFS study,
applicants must meet the University’s minimum entry
requirements. The minimum entry requirements can be found
in the University’s Undergraduate Prospectus 2018 at
http://www.tcd.ie/study/assets/PDF/Trinity_Undergrad_
Prospectus_2018_Web.pdf

Courses within the Study

The courses involved in the study are: History (TR003) -
10 places; Law (TR004) - 10 places; Ancient and Medieval
History and Culture (TR028 - 5 places).

Applying to the Study

Applications to the Study comprise (a) a CAO application

and (b) a completed Trinity Feasibility Study Application Form.

The Trinity Application Form can be changed at any time up
to 17:15 on 1st March 2018. Applicants should avoid use of
characters such as &, * or similar in the online application as
they will not be visible for assessment. Neither should any
reference be made to personal, identifying information in
Sections 1, 2 or 3, such as school name or place of residence.

Trinity Feasibility Study timeline

From November 2018

Read the Trinity Feasibility Study Application Guide.
Make a CAO application at www.cao.ie
Fill in the online Trinity Application Form at www.cao.ie

1st February 2018 Apply to CAO by 17:15, selecting one or more of the courses
involved.

1st March 2018 Complete all elements of the Trinity Application Form.

April-June 2018

August 2018

Trinity Feasibility Study Application Screening.

Leaving Certificate exam results.

CAO offers.

Successful Trinity Feasibility Study Applicants notified by CAO.
Accept CAO offer.
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TRINITY
FEASIBILITY
STU DY WHEN YOU HAVE READ THIS

APPLICATION GUIDE, YOU ARE

APPLICATION READY TO COMPLETE YOUR
ONLINE TRINITY FEASIBILITY STUDY

G U I D E APPLICATION AT WWW.CAQ.IE.

1- Set UP yOUf CAO account Course Choices (stored on the CAO computer)

N.B. An application should not be made for any course without first
consulting the information literature of the institution offering that course.

Before proceeding with a Trinity Feasibility Study
application, set up your CAO account and then log
into the account to select your course choices. Click | Level 8 Course Choices:
the ‘Add Level 8 Course Choice’ button on the My
Application page.

None selected

Add Level 8 Course Choices »

2. Enter your course choices

Enter your course choices in order of preference 1-10.
Click ‘Continue with Course Choices’ button once
your course choices are entered.
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Level 8 Course Choices 10. -
Y

No courses selected.
Please enter all your course choices below, in order of preference.

You may type the course codes directly into the boxes below or
click on the "Courses’ button to select course codes.

N.B. Enter all courses for which you wish to apply

N.B. Applicants applying for course(s) with options should enter
the course(s) below and enter their options later.

fyou are a Deferred Applicant from last year, tick the following box: (]

TRO03 ou will breach the condiions of your deferred place if you enter more than the
ngle deferred course code on your spplicstion.
that event, you will forfeit the guarsnteed plsce and enter the 2016 competition
jr places in the normsl way.
TR028
= - Cancel | | Continue with Course Choices »




3. Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions
Application Form

If you select any of the courses that are part of the Trinity Feasibility
Study in Admissions (History/TR003, Law/TR004 or Ancient and Medieval
History and Culture/TR028) you will immediately be automatically
brought to a page to decide if you wish to take part in the Study.

Trinity Feasibility Study

What is The Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions?

The Trinity Feasibility Study aims to identify and admit students who are enthusiastic and passionate about
learning, motivated and suitable for their chosen courses, and with the academic ability and potential to be
inspired by everything that Trinity College Dublin has to offer. It uses a range of materials to make an
assessment about the academic ability and potential of each applicant, aiming to match the right person to
the right course. It is very important that you complete this application independently of your school Guidance
GCounsellor, parent or other family member so that the Trinity College Assessment Panel gets a clearer sense
of you as an individual. Trinity College has advised Guidance Counsellors not to become directly involved in
drafting or editing individual applications. All applications will be made completely anonymous before
evaluation.

The majority of places on each course will be filled in the traditional way using CAO points alone. Twenty-five
places are set aside for this study and these places will be filled using a combination of Leaving Certificate
results, Relative Performance Rank {RPR), and information provided in the Trinity Application Form. The
courses involved in the study are: History (TRO03) — 10 places; Law (TROO04) — 10 places; Ancient and
Medieval History and Gulture (TR028) — & places. Relafive Performance Rank refers to your academic
ranking within the Leaving Cerlificate cohort in your school when results are published. Further information
on the study and guidelines for applicants are available at: https/fwww tcd.ie/study/apply/alternative-paths-
to-trinity/

Who can apply?
The Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions is for Irish Leaving Certificate applicants under the age of 23 as of
January 1 20138

Should | apply?

Applicants to the three courses in the Feasibility Study (TR003, TRO04, TRO28) in 2018 have the option of
taking part in the study, and submitting the Trinity Application Form, in which case they will compete for all of
the regular places on the course filled in the traditional way, as well as the places set aside for the study, or
opting out of the study, in which case they will compete for all of the places allocated in the traditional way.
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When applying for TR003, TROO4 or TRO28 applicants will be required to opt in or out of the Feasibility
Study. Once the course is listed a Yes/No tab will appear and they must indicate ‘yes' or ‘no’ before they can
proceed. Once they have submitted their course choices applicants will log back into *My Application’ where
they will be able to submit the information required for the Trinity Application Form.

Do you wish to be considered for the Trinity Feasibility Study in OYes
Admissions? .
' No

Ticking yes means you have read and accept the Trinity Feasibility Study Terms and Conditions.

An application to the Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions consists of:
1. Your CAO application and
2. The online form which must be completed by 17:15 on 1 March 2018.

You can make changes to your application at any time up to 17:15 on 1 March 2018. Please note, failure to
answer all relevant sections will affect your eligibility for the Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions.

Update Selection =
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Do you wish to be considered for the Trinity Feasibility Study in O Yes
Admissiona? ONo

Ticking yes means you have read and accept the Trinity Feasibility Study Terms and Conditions.

An application to the Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions consiste of:
1. Your CAO application and

2. The online form which must be completed by 17:15 on 1 March 2018.

You can make changes to your application at any time up to 17:15 on 1 March 2018. Please note, failure
to answer all relevant sections will affect your eligibility for the Trinity Feasibility Study in Admissions.

Update Selection »

Trinity Feasbility Study Terms and Condithons
To be considered for the Trinity Feasailty Stuay you must agree bo the following:

+ | comty mal e iNTorMancn | Nawe poled in (N FedsDiiTy S1udy 3pDICaIOn 1§ Comed

+ | unginstand Tt faiung 10 COMPNE I ApEOCatian frm Ry 00 ¢ O BCCB0MY May MGy AR ING SUtSCm OF My TRl Sy depication

+ | undenstand trat no changes o acdtonal nfcrmadon can be nouoed in my Feasbity Study acpicaton afer it March. 2018.

o 1 Gty TREL Ty Parsconal Sssy 4 Ty G wom

« 1 understand trat checks « b be Cartied out 1o snsure that | Nave wintten My cersonal essay myssll | unoeriand Tat Il Ty perscral Bssay appesn [0 haye been
SOOI O BACTHT SSUSE Of W OF PNt +TRIEN Ty SOMESNE G TIAN My BeT ThAE My AEEALIDON 10 The Feasbily Dnudy will Do negaively sffecias
| URGSNELANG NAT iy OF ING INOMBLAN SLCHIGS B8 DA CF My FRASDIRy STy SHQICANCA i BLEHC! 10 VPICIDGY BN Mvid. VWNdio | &7 1Gund 13 Nave gven
Talie Of MIKERAENG INOITALIoN. | WGHTRIANS That | ~8 701 D8 consdensd 1or 1he Teanbilty Sludy

* | understand trat somes detsis of my Feasbilty 2tudy applcation wil be ised lo resesch curposes. but these detais wi be anorymaed snd none of my
parsnnal Informaton =il he derstaths

When the terms and conditions link is clicked, a ‘pop up’ will appear:
You must answer “Do you wish to be considered for the Trinity
Feasibility Study in Admissions?” Once you click the ‘Update Selection’
button, you will be brought back into the ‘My Application’ page.

Your Trinity Feasibility Study status has been updated.

You have until the 1st March to complete the Trinity Feasibility Study.

Notes:

1. Please remember to retum Sections B & C of the Supplementary Information Form? Further Information

2. Do not forget you will need to supply supporting documents to your HEAR application by 1 April, 2018.

3. You indicated that you wish to complete the Trinity Feasibility Study. All information is to be submitted online by 17:15 on
1 March, 2018.

4. Please ensure that you post all your supporting documents to CAQ.
Certified copies of results of 2018.’examinations (excluding Leaving Cert & FETAC) must be provided to CAQ as soon as
they become available. All documents must be clearly marked with your name and CAO Number, Please read pages 12-
14 of the :2018.CAQ Handbeook for further instructions.




TRINITY
APPLICATION
FORM

A section will appear under the Qualifications and Assessment Section on the My Application page. If you
answer ‘Yes’ to the Feasibility Study, you must scroll back down to the Feasibility section and click on the
‘Complete Study’ button that will bring you into the Feasibility Study Page. Up until the 1st March 2018, you
will have the option to change your mind if you wish to opt in or out of the Feasibility Study by clicking the ‘Edit
Option’ button in the Feasibility Study section. If you answer ‘No’ to the Feasibility Study, you will be brought
back to the My Application page. You will have until the 1st March 2018 to change your mind and complete the
Feasibility Study and you can do so by clicking the Edit Option button. The Application Form may ‘time out’, so
please draft your content outside of the form and paste it in when it is completed, to avoid loss of content.

Trinity Feasibility Study

Applicants to the three coursas in tha Feasibility Study (TR003, TRO04, TR028) in 2018 hava the option of
taking part in the study, and submitting the Trinity Application Form, In which case they will be eligitie for
all of the f.ﬂ!-ﬂlf piaces on the course filled in the traditional way. as wall as the places set aside for the
study, or opting out of the study, in which case they will remain eligible for all of the places allocated in the
traditional way

You have until 17:15 on 1st March 2018 to edit this option and complete the Feasibility Study

Trinity Feasibility Study
You indicated that you wish to complete the Trinity Feasibility Study.
All information is to be submitted online before 17:15 on 1st March 2018.

Complete Study =
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Edit Option =

Trinity Application Form

The Trinity Application Form has three purposes:
* To provide information on your interest in specific courses and in Trinity College.

* To demonstrate your ability to express yourself through an essay.
* To provide any additional information that you think will support your application.

If you have questions regarding this form please contact the CAO on (091} 509 800.
Please complete the following form and click on the 'Submit’ button when you have finished.

If this form is taking too much time to complete, you may save your details and continue on to complete the
form.
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Section A - Applicant Information
Q1. About You
In the space provided please submit a short, self-reflective essay on yourself, outlining your interests,

ambitions, and experiences, and any other relevant information.

Characters left: 2000 ( You may enter up to 2000 characters )

(Please click the save buttons at regular intervals to avoid browser time outs.)

Save

Q2. Study at Trinity
Please list in order the coursess for which you are applying via the Trinity Feasibility Study and explain what
interests you about them.

Characters left: 300 { You may enter up to 300 characters. )

(Please click the save buttons at regular intervals to avoid browser time outs.)

Save

Q3. Choosing Your Course
Please provide some information about what you think makes you suitable for these courses?

Characters left. 300 ( You may enter up to 300 characters. )

(Please click the save buttons at regular intervals to avoid browser time outs.)

Save




Section B - Essay

Please write an essay (2,000 characters) on a topic of your choice. Essays should demonstrate evidence of
analytical ability, so choose a topic that enables you to showcase your ability to think critically, analyse, and
interpret. For example, you could choose a favourite quotation and explain why it is significant to you, or you
might pick a character in fiction, or a historical figure, who has influenced you and explain why.

The personal essay helps us to become better acquainted with you as a person and student, apart from
subjects studied, exam results, and other objective information. It will also demonstrate your ability to express
yourself.

Please note applicants are strongly advised to write their essay separately in Notepad and then insert it into
the form, to avoid loss of content.

Characters left: 2000 ( You may enter up to 2000 characters. }

(Please click the save buttons at regular intervals to avoid browser time outs.)

You must click the declarations before you can submit.

Section C - Required Declarations:

L1 certify that all information provided in this admission process is my own work, and | understand that this
information will be stored by the university. | understand that | may be subject to a range of possible
disciplinary actions, including admission revocation, or expulsion, should the information be false.
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[J 1 understand that in the Trinity Feasibility Study, Trinity College Dublin will be admitting students using a
holistic approach, and accept that any single assessment strand (e.g. Leaving Certificate or Relative
Performance Bank or Trinity Application Form) may not prove sufficient for entry.

L1 1 give Trinity permission to contact me at the end of the process with the results of this application.

11 consent to the use of information included in this Trinity Application Form for research purposes by Trinity

College Dublin.

If you have saved but not submitted your Trinity Feasibility Study Application, a
message will appear at the top of the My Application page when you log into your
application. Once the Feasibility Study Application has been submitted, there will
be no more notes or prompts to complete or submit the study. The Feasibility Study
section will remain visible on the My Application page until the 1st March 2018.

11




Study at Trinity: www.tcd.ie/study
Courses: www.tcd.ie/courses

Main Trinity website: www.tcd.ie

f www.facebook.com/trinitycollegedublin
» www.youtube.com/trinitycollegedublin

@ http://itunes.tcd.ie

https://twitter.com/tcddublin

This document is also available in alternative
formats upon request. For further information
contact the Academic Registry, Watts Building,
Trinity College, Dublin 2.

T: +353 1 896 4500 | E: academic.registry@tcd.ie




