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Current Research involvement / activism

e Member of IHREC's Disability Advisory
Committee.

e Member of the advisory committee to a
collaborative project between UCC, Cork
Deaf Association and the Kerry Deaf
Resource Centre to design a Deaf
Awareness audit template for use by
public bodies (2020/21).

e The World Federation of the Deaf Expert
Group on Sign Language and Deaf
Studies (2016-current)

e Health Executive Service (HSE) Working
Group on de-congregation policy to
address the relocation of St. Joseph’s
House for vulnerable Deaf adults.

e Jrish Sign Language Version of Trinity
College Dublin's Research Charter.
(2019). [video] Directed by H. Sheikh.
Dublin, Ireland: 1GI Media
Ltd. The English version of the Charter
was translated into Irish Sign Language
(ISL) by Dr John Bosco Conama.

e Translated the contents on the historical
developments of the Houses of
Oireachtas from English to ISL for the
Oireachtas’ website — November-
December 2019

e Invited to attend the meeting with a view

of developing a think tank on Deaf
Studies in University of Utrecht next
week.

e Submitted three abstracts to the SIGN10
conference in Radboud University in

Insﬂ'"'“"

Nijmegen. The conference will be held in
this August.

e Supervises two doctoral candidates - one
IRC funded and another co-supervisor
with the School of History

Research projects

e Jemina Napier, Audrey Cameron,
Lorraine Leeson, John Bosco Conama,
Christian Rathmann, Chris Peters &
Haaris Sheikh, DESIGNS: Creating
Employment for Deaf Signers in Europe,
www.designsproject.eu, Interesource
Group Publishing.
Notes: [This document makes a series of
evidence based recommendations
around supporting deaf sign language
users in employment, and looks at the
provision of statutory supports for
interpreting provision in Ireland, the UK
and Germany]. January 2020

e Sheikh, Haaris, Lorraine Leeson, Caroline
McGrotty, Ann Heelan, John Bosco
Conama, You're Hired! A Guide for
Employers when Working with Deaf Sign
Language Users. Dublin, IGI Publications,
2018, 1-51pp Book, 2018

To be published in 2020
e 35 Years and Counting! An Ethnographic
Analysis of Sign Language Ideologies
within the Irish Sign Language
Recognition Campaign in, editor(s)
Annelies Kusters, Sign Language
Ideologies in Practice, De Gruyter,


http://www.designsproject.eu/

The Bumpy Journey towards the Irish
Sign Language Act: Critical
Considerations and Personal Reflections
of a Deaf Activist -Scholar In the book by
Clare Cunningham and Chris Hall (York St
John’s University) Vulnerabilities,
Challenges and Risks in Applied
Linguistics De Gruyter

Co-authored with Cormac Leonard In
Search of ISL's Pre-History: The complex
origins of Irish sign language(s?) To
appear in Lorraine Leeson and Irene
Murtagh co-edited special volume on
Irish Sign Language for Teanga.

Research publications

John Bosco Conama. Ah, that’s not
necessary, you can read English instead”:
An ecological analysis of state language
policy concerning Irish Sign Language,
Irish and English and its effects in,
editor(s) Maartje de Meulder, Jospeh
Murray and Rachel McKee, Recognizing
Sign Languages: An International
Overview Of National Campaigns For
Sign Language Legislation And Their
Outcomes, Multilingual Matters, 2019,
ppl9 —35.

Maartje De Meulder, Verena Krausneker,
Graham Turner, John Bosco Conama.
Sign Language Communities in, Hogan-
Brun & O’Rourke, Handbook on Minority
Languages and Communities Palgrave
Macmillan, 2019.

Heath Rose, John Bosco Conama,
Linguistic imperialism: still a valid
construct in the oppression of Irish Sign
Language users, Language Policy, 2017.

Research presentations
John Bosco Conama. Sir William Wilde and His

Survey on Deaf People 1854. National
Heritage Week 2019, Deaf heritage Centre,
Deaf Village Ireland, 2019, Deaf Heritage
Centre, Cabra.

John Bosco Conama. Finding our political voice! A

campaign for the ISL Recognition, “Signing
Parliament” Workshop 1, Scottish
Parliament, Edinburgh SCOTLAND, 31°
May 2019.

John Bosco Conama. ISL recognition and its

implementation, DFIG
conference, University of

Wolverhampton, 13th February 2019,
University of Wolverhampton.

John Bosco Conama. Irish Sign Language Act
2017, Implementing the UN Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN
CRPD), South Dublin Council Chamber,
County Hall, Tallaght,, 4th April, 2019,
South Dublin County Council.

John Bosco Conama. Finding our political voice!
The background behind the Irish Sign
Language Act 2017, “The Sound of Silence”,
Trinity Week 2019, Trinity College
Dublin, 30th April, 2019, Trinity College
Hub.

John Bosco Conama, Rights Holders Perspectives
on De-institutionalisation and
Implementing A19, De-institutionalisation
and the implementation of the CRPD Article
19: Independent Living and being included
in the community, Green Street, IHREC
office, Dublin 1, 4th July, 2019, Irish Human
Rights and Equality Commission.

John Bosco Conama. Rights of Children to be
Raised in their Families (including respect
for culture) Respect for Family Life:
Perspectives of Parents and Children, 11th
International Disability Law Notes:
[Keynote Presenter]Summer
School, National University of Ireland,
Galway, 19th June, 2019, Centre for
Disability and Law, National University of
Ireland, Galway.

Specific Research Interests / future
considerations

e Translation issues in relation to the
websites

e The current situation of Deaf Studies as a
discipline and future challenges (may co-
author with several in the think tank
group in Utrecht)

e Social media influences

e Socio-economic issues facing D/deaf
people

e Political engagement between Deaf
communities and the political process

e History of deaf people as ‘clients’ of
charities or social services in Ireland —
especially during the 18t and 19t
century.
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