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Trinity launched its ambitious 
new Global Relations strategy, 
which builds on the university’s 
great recent successes in this 
area, in February 2019. 

The launch of GRS 3 provided an opportunity to look back and 
celebrate the developments in Global Relations that have 
taken place since 2012. Global Relations is one of the gate-
ways between Trinity and our global community of students,  
staff, institutional partners, academic collaborators and  
alumni network. 

GRS 3 will see a step change in internationalisa-
tion. Building on Trinity’s global reputation for education and 
research, GRS 3’s headline actions over the next five years are: 
— Further diversification and growth in the student body; 
— Expanding strategic partnerships with targeted universities 
around the world to increase, strengthen and leverage the global 
reach and impact of our research, education and innovation; 
— Providing more opportunities for our students to spend 
time studying in other countries; 
— Continuing to integrate students, whether based in Dublin 
or abroad, into the global Trinity community and enhancing the 
student experience. 
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≥ Global Relations is one 
of the gateways between 
Trinity and our global 
community of students, 
staff, institutional partners, 
academic collaborators 
and alumni network.
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A diverse and global student community 
In terms of diversity, we have students from 119 countries 
registered in Trinity.  In 2018/19, 5,088 students came from 
outside of Ireland and 3,247 students came from outside 
of Europe (approximately 28% and 18% respectively). The 
steady increase in non-EU students is illustrated in Figure 1.  

Figure 1. Non–EU Growth 2015/16 to 2018/19

Student recruitment activity includes relationship 
management with key stakeholders such as students, parents, 
international high school counsellors, university partners, 
government bodies and an education agent network to diverse 
international markets. Trinity is now represented by 102 edu-
cation agents in 38 different countries.

 The International Foundation Programme (IFP), in 
partnership with the Marino Institute, has helped Trinity achieve 
greater diversity in the undergraduate student body, with growth 
from countries such as China and the establishment of a strong 
brand presence in strategically important regions such as the 
Middle East and South East Asia. In 2018/19 there were 80 
students from 14 countries enrolled on the IFP. 

Student international study and experience
Overall the international study and experience programme at 
Trinity has increased in recent years, with just under 34% of 
the undergraduate student body that have access to these 
opportunities (Table 1 & Figure 2). In this context this global 
experience relates mainly to student exchange arrangements 
with a focus on outbound mobility. Data for international place-
ments/ projects as part of undergraduate programmes is also 
included where relevant. The ambition, as stated in GRS 3, is 
for this to increase to 50% by 2023/24. 

In the last year new student exchange agree-
ments were signed and/or activated with: Monash University, 
Waseda University, Nanyang Technological University, American 
University of Beirut, University Mohammed V Rabat and the  
University of Florida. 

The number of junior sophister students who availed 
of outbound opportunities increased from 812 in 2015/16 to 
931 in 2018/19, as illustrated in Figure 2.

Figure 2. No. of Junior Sophister students who availed of out-
bound opportunities 2015/16 to 2018/19
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Table 1 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19

No. of Junior Sophister  
students who availed of  
outbound opportunities

812 784 831 931

Percentage availing of international 
study and experience (% is derived 
from the approximate number of  
Junior Sophister students, which  
is normally when students take  
up overseas opportunities)

30% 29% 30% 34%
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Student inbound opportunities 
There has been a steady increase in incoming students to 
Trinity (exchange and fee paying) from 872 in 2015/16 to 1078 
in 2018/19 as illustrated in Figure 3. 

Figure 3. Undergraduate incoming students (exchange and fee 
paying) 2015/16 to 2018/19

Global partnerships 
The number of educational partnerships with universities 
globally continues to grow and this year approval was given 
by the University Council for the programme with University 
of Michigan-Shanghai Jiao Tong (SJTU) Joint Institute, which 
will enable students to graduate with an MAI Engineering from 
Trinity and BSc from SJTU. Building on the success of the dual 

degree with Columbia University which commenced in 2018, 
three new programmes were approved in 2018/19 for intake in 
2020, namely History of Art and Architecture; Classics, Ancient 
History and Archaeology; and Film. Discussions on the inclusion 
of programmes in Sciences are at an advanced stage and the 
expectation is that these will also be open for intake in 2020. 

Global travel 
In October-November 2018 the Provost led a visit to Australia, 
Singapore and Malaysia. Meeting alumni and cultivating stra-
tegic relationships with universities such as the University of 
Melbourne, the University of Sydney, LASALLE College of Arts 
and Singapore Institute of Technology were the main objec-
tives. Increasing the number of student exchanges places is 
in progress, as is early work on deeper partnerships in specific 
programmes. 

In July 2019 the Provost led a delegation to Morocco 
to discuss research collaboration and student exchange with 
the University of Mohammed V in Rabat and Al Akhawayn 
University in Ifrane. In both universities the Provost addressed 
staff and students on “Innovation and Entrepreneurship”, and 
Trinity’s success in this area. Later in July the Provost led a 
delegation to East and South Africa (Dar es Salaam, Nairobi, 
Johannesburg, Cape Town) and visited 10 Universities/Research 
Institutes to discuss future collaboration and partnerships, 
building on Trinity’s strong existing academic relationships on 
the African continent. 
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Below – Yun Yu celebrating  
her graduation day 
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In addition to hosting 49 visits by universities in 2018/19 the Provost, Chief Innovation & Enterprise Officer and/
or Vice-President for Global Relations and senior staff from her office made visits to the following universities:

Australia University of Sydney 
University of New South Wales 
University of Technology Sydney 
University of Melbourne 
University of Western Australia 
Monash University 

Singapore Nanyang Technological University 
LASALLE College of Arts 
Singapore Management University 
Singapore Institute of Technology 

Morocco University of Mohammed V Rabat 
Al Akhawayn University, Ifrane 

Tanzania University of Dar es Salaam

Kenya University of Nairobi 
Strathmore University 
International Livestock Research Institute 

South Africa University of Cape Town 
Stellenbosch University 
University of Witwatersrand 
University of Pretoria 
University of the Western Cape 
Nelson Mandela University 

Israel Tel Aviv University 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
Weizmann Institute 

USA Columbia University 
Bard College 
Duke University
Penn State University
Drexel University
University of California, San Francisco

England University of Oxford
Imperial College London
University College London
University of Birmingham

Canada University of Toronto
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European partnerships 
In June 2019 the European Commission announced the first 17 
“European Universities” alliances. CHARM-EU was one of the 
successful applications. The CHARM-EU alliance is made up 
of the Universities of Barcelona, Trinity College Dublin, Utrecht, 
Montpellier and Eötvös Loránd (Budapest) together with associated 
and support partners including the Irish Universities Association 
(IUA) and the National agency Quality and Qualifications Ireland 
(QQI). CHARM-EU stands for a Challenge driven, Accessible, 
Research based, Mobile European University with a mission 
to create a sustainable, transferable, inclusive model for a 
European inter-university campus. 
 Following on from high level visits in 2017/18, senior 
delegations from the Sorbonne and the University of Birmingham 
were received leading to the signing of bilateral agreements to 
collaborate in research and education programmes as well as 
staff and student mobility. 

 Academic engagement with the University of 
Birmingham will focus, in the first instance, on digital human-
ities, bioengineering and collaboration in medicine through the 
clinical research facilities in both universities. 

The strategic partnership with the Sorbonne University 
will focus on digital humanities, material science, Neuroscience/
GBHI, Cancer and Ageing research. 

TOP – Prof Juliette Hussey VP for Global Relations 
with Prof Sibongile Muthwa, Vice-Chancellor of 
Nelson Mandela University in Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa

BOTTOM – Provost Patrick Prendergast with Prof William A. L. 
Anangisye, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Dar es Salaam 
and colleagues during his trip to Tanzania 
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OFFICE OF THE PROVOST
House 1, Trinity College Dublin
Dublin 2, Ireland
– 
T + 353 1 896 4362 
E provost@tcd.ie
W www.tcd.ie

≥  To read the full publication, please click here

https://www.tcd.ie/provost/review/
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