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This is the best way to see Scotland, https://www.highlandexperience.com/scotland-
tours/?ref=21925717653-176414637488-
fhdirectads&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21925717653&gbraid=0AAAAAoy80isSgeBc
ZNPJYRXVILy8COjUD&gclid=Cj0KCQjwrc7GBhCfARIsAHGcW5UfRlVrx50omy_smYodNB2L0
W1nqRUX9sBgbt6Fegfz6dKEUg3u8NwaAodzEALw_wcB 

Edinburgh airport is very small, so flights tend to be expensive from it. If it was me, I would 
fly back to Dublin then fly from there because if not, you will pay waaaayyy too much for 
flights.  

The bus and train system is superb- utilise it. It cannot be faulted and is extremely reliable.  

There is a direct bus from the airport which is eight pounds return- use it. Never taxi.  

Rugby is huge in Edi- but don't get involved with the politics of soccer (It never ends well).  

Be cautious that people have strong opinions on Irish history and Irish society. Do not let it 
bog you down, just power through. 
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My biggest tip? Choose accommodation close to the university!!!!!!! 

Avoid places like Beaverbank Place or anywhere in New Town. They’re quite far from 
campus, can be tricky to get home from, and many students find them isolating. If you’re 
based at King's Buildings, living that far out also means a long and tiring commute. 

Places like Sciennes and Pollock might be a bit scruffier, but they massively improve your 
quality of life in Edinburgh, you're close to everything, and there's always something going 
on. 

For a night out, I highly recommend ‘Dropkick Murphys’ or ‘Kitty O’Shea’s’. 

Both are Irish-run bars with an incredible atmosphere, great spots to meet people who 
feel like home. Just be aware: drinks in Scotland come in half-measures compared to 
Ireland, so you’re not saving money, it works out to roughly the same in the end! BUT 
student discounts are everywhere so just ask. The worst they can say is no - and the best is 
a four pound pint of Guinneass.  

Uber will be your best friend. It’s very affordable, super reliable, and regulated for safety 
in Scotland, so it’s a safe way to get around. Just a heads-up: you can’t hail a taxi in 
Edinburgh like you might at home, you’ll need to pre-book or use the app. Also, never 
order near a bridge because it is one way they scam you.  

Top spots for dinner? I’d go with Three Blind Mice, O’Connors, and Edinburgh Street Food. 
I ate at these places all the time, they’re casual, welcoming, and cater to a wide range of 
dietary needs and preferences. 

Must-do experiences!!! 

1) Take a long walk through Inverleith Park, then continue into the Botanical Gardens 

2)Hike Arthur’s Seat during your first week, it’s a bit of a superstition among students, but 
a fun one! 

3) Head to Portobello for evening yoga and a sea swim, it’s a perfect way to unwind.Just 
be cautious of bus times home.  
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4) Go to the Edi vs St.Andrews Rugby match! Its a really fun way to meet new people.  

5) Go to Linglithlow, St.Andrews, and Glasgow!!!! The night bus home from Glawgow is an 
excellent service. 
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Choose broad modules, Edinburgh offers an outstanding and more diverse history 
programme compared to Trinity. 

I highly recommend the following three modules I took: 

1. The Making of Modern Ireland, c.1798–1940 w. Alvin Jackson 

2. Adolescence in Medieval Europe w. Emily Ward (she brings in baked goods).  

3. Based on a True Story: Representing the Past in Museums and on Screen w. Huw 
Halstead.  

These were amazing modules which changed the trajectory of my thinking, both as a 
student of history and as a person. They are quite unlike anything you will ever 
experience.  

I don’t recommend modules that aren’t tailored for SS/SF history students, as the support 
for those can be limited, making it harder to meet the demands of your degree. The third-
year pathway modules tend to be a good fit. 

Also, don’t choose modules just based on assessment style, there’s nothing worse than 
struggling through a bad module just because you thought an essay was preferable to an 
exam (spoiler: it’s not). 

The ECTS transfer system is straightforward. At Edinburgh, you’ll receive grades similar to 
those at TCD and will be expected to perform at that level. It’s not a pass/fail system like 
some other exchange programmes. 

EDI has an amazing student support system and offer essay writing support for each 
school. Use this! The expectations of writing style are very different and the referencing is 
a bit quack compared to IHS. In addition to this, you get three automatic extentions (no 
questions asked) every academic year. Just to make you aware, you do not have to use 
them but I found them a nice support to be concious of.  
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Yes, it was an excellent service which supported me fully. You will be given an advisor and 
they will break their back to support you while on Exchange. 

Sust
aina
bility 

Be sure to follow all the University of Edinburgh's social media accounts! They do an 
excellent job promoting their sustainability initiatives, which are a big part of university 
life. In fact, all incoming students are required to complete a sustainability workshop 
before arrival. 
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Tips
  

 

For second-hand shopping, Nicholson Street is my top recommendation. It features six 
different charity shops, offering everything from books and clothes to electrical items, 
perfect for setting up student life on a budget. 

Getting around Edinburgh is easy. The city has a fantastic public transport system, but it's 
also very walkable. Even from the furthest student accommodations, the university is 
about a 35-minute walk away. Investing in a bike is a great idea too, many bike shops offer 
affordable rental schemes specifically for students during the academic year. 
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This was the best experience of my life, and if i could do it all over again- I would not 
change a single thing. 

Over
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Rating (1 (low) to 5 (high)) 

 

5 
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Student ID Number 24 
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