University of Otago

Country Information If you are here for the full year | would recommend buying a car,
which are a lot cheaper in nz than Ireland. | got a Mazda MPV for
€900 and pushed the back seats down and put a mattress in it for
road trips. Public transport in Dunedin is fine but is awful when
trying to travel around the South Island. Wanaka and Queenstown
were my favourite places, about 3 and a half hours from Dunedin,
ski seasons start in June and go until October. We also did a road
trip around the top and east coast of the South Island going to
Nelson, Marlborough sounds, kaikoura and Christchurch. | found
the culture super similar to Ireland and Kiwis were the most
welcoming people and really fun. The visa was really easy to apply
for, you need proof of $1,667 nzd for each month you are there as
well as proof of a return ticket or enough money for one. | applied
for it 5th December and it was approved by the 16th.

University Information There’s a huge flatting culture in Dunedin and nearly everyone lives
in houses with 5-7 roomates. | got my lease through a string of
mutual friends. Most exchange students live in Uniflats which you
apply to through the university, but if you want a better experience
(in my opinion) I'd suggest looking at Facebook groups (Dunedin
flatmates, Castle25) for flats. Third years are usually living around
the George street area. Grocery shops are New World and
Woolworths (Dunnes, Tesco equivalent) and Pak n Save (Lidl,Aldi).
There’s also loads of cheap lunch and dinner options in town and on
campus.

Academic Advice | study JH political science and social policy. | took 3 modules (which
they call papers). Each were the equivalent of 10ECTS. | was able to
pick which JH subject | took 2 papers in. | did two social policy:
sociology research methods (for my research credits for capstone)
and health policy and politics. | also took politics of the Middle East.
Trinity were very slow to approve my learning agreement, but it got
sorted in the end (just lots of emailing), but | wouldn’t let that put
you off going on exchange. The university of otago is super helpful!

Duration of Exchange Semester 2
Students Pathway TJH Political Science and Social Policy
Pathway Advice Yes once | took my research methods paper for capstone

requirement.

Sustainability Tips There’s a huge Facebook market place culture, everyone is always
selling furniture, surfboards, skis etc. Hardly anyone bought clothes
new, there was really cool stuff on depop.

Overall advice - Would you | Best opportunity to visit the best country, | loved everyday of it!
recommend this exchange

Please visit our webpage for further information https://www.tcd.ie/tjh/current-students/exchange/

*If you would like to contact this student please email us tjh.erasmus-studyabroad@tcd.ie with their Student
Number listed above and we will send you their contact details.
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Overall experience Rating (1 (low) to 5 (high))

5
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