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School of Social Work and Social Policy
Dr Kasia Wodniak, Academic Lead for International Exchange 



Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Study Abroad Social Policy
Outward Student Mobility either:
• Through Erasmus programme
• International mobility programme

Applications administered by:
• Erasmus by Trinity Joint Honours (tjh.erasmus-studyabroad@tcd.ie) in conjunction 

with
• TCD Global Mobility Office 

School Study Abroad Personnel:
✓ Global Officer: John Gunnison gunnisoj@tcd.ie
✓ Academic Lead for International Exchange: Dr Kasia Wodniak kwodniak@tcd.ie
✓ Director for Global Engagement: Dr Simone McCaughren smccaugh@tcd.ie
✓ Director of Joint Honours: Dr Philip Curry pcurry@tcd.ie
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Key Information

➢ Programme of Study must be agreed with Academic Lead for 
International Exchange Dr Kasia Wodniak kwodniak@tcd.ie

➢ The prerequisite quantitative methods module for Capstone in Social 
Policy can be substituted by a suitable methods module while on 
exchange

➢ Other key contacts in relation to study abroad in School is Global Officer 
John Gunnison gunnisoj@tcd.ie 

➢ Eligibility for Erasmus Social Policy Partners: 2.2 in JF year, 2.1 in SF year 

➢ Limits on number of places not finalised for 26/27 outbound but 
competition is expected and assessment performance will matter
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Marks and credits

• For one-semester exchanges you need to return 30 credits (minimum 
of 20, per subject 10)

• For full-year exchanges you need to return 60 credits (minimum of 
45, per subject 22.5)

• Exchange results are converted and count towards your final degree
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Joint Honours Pathways

• TJH Office prepared student advice for Joint Honours Students at 
https://www.tcd.ie/tjh/current-students/exchange/ 

• Setting out regulations regarding combining subject options during 
study abroad year
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International Exchange
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

International Non-EU Exchange

• Non-EU exchanges are established and run at a College-wide level

• Social Policy department has little direct role in the application 
process but does have to approve your programme of study

• Mostly, you engage with Trinity’s Global Mobility office 
https://www.tcd.ie/global/mobility/outbound/ 

• Deadline in November (details to be announced)
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Where can I go?
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Building a Social Policy International Exchange
E.g. University of Sydney
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Building a Social Policy International Exchange

• If you can’t find a suitable social policy 
module, look beyond social policy 
department

• You can often find suitable modules in, e.g. 
sociology, political science, environmental 
studies, etc. 

• Draft a list of proposed modules and email it 
to kwodniak@tcd.ie for approval

• Same rule applies to European exchanges

E.g. University of Sydney
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Finding modules
Examples of Social Policy modules in universities with no Social Policy Departments
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University Country Module Example

Institut d'Etudes Politiques de Paris France Evolution of child protection policies in the 
context of global challenges & critical 
transformations 

Pompeu Fabra Barcelona Spain Employment Policies and Labour Market

Universitaet Mannheim Germany Women in Welfare States 

University of Queensland Australia Conservation Policy

University of Chicago USA Policing in America: Black, White and Blue

Università Bocconi Italy Health and Society

Charles University (Prague) Czechia Administered Societies: A Public 
Administration Perspective



Erasmus Exchange Social Policy



Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Within Trinity Joint Honours Erasmus Partnerships
Trinity Joint Honours Office oversee Erasmus applications see:

• Erasmus and Study Abroad - Trinity Joint Honours - Trinity College Dublin 
(tcd.ie)

• Consult policy document for information and details on the requirements for 
Joint Honours, Major with Minor, and Single Honours degree pathways

• Look out for TJH Erasmus Information session in October

• Contact Elaine Denehan at tjh.erasmus-studyabroad@tcd.ie
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Timeline for Erasmus Exchange
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Erasmus Partnerships for Social Policy

✓ Direct School Partnerships 

✓ General Partnerships through 

✓ Coimbra

✓ ELAN 
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

School Erasmus Partnerships

• Uppsala University – Sweden

• University of Stockholm – Sweden

• Roskilde University – Denmark

• Tampere University - Finland

16



Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Example of Roskilde
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin 18



Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

TCD General Exchange Groups

See:  https://www.tcd.ie/study/study-abroad/outbound/options/erasmus.php

➢ Coimbra Group

Network of 20+ EU Universities co-operate together on education and research

➢ European Liberal Arts Network

European Liberal Arts Network (ELAN) is an interdisciplinary network of European higher 
education institutions designed to promote the mobility of students and scholars in 
the field of the arts and humanities.

Full list: https://www.tcd.ie/study/assets/pdfs/erasmus-desintations-coordinator-
list.pdf
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Coimbra Group Student Exchange Network
Contact: global.mobility@tcd.ie
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Coimbra Group contd.
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Applying to Coimbra Partners

Students can apply to any Coimbra partners that provide appropriate modules 
that corresponds with what they study at Trinity & have the appropriate 
permission from their Academic Coordinator. 

Students are expected to undertake their own research into these universities to 
gather information needed (what languages they use to teach, what disciplines 
are offered etc.)

Application is managed centrally by Global and the Erasmus grant paperwork by 
Academic Registry.

Contact: global.mobility@tcd.ie
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Applying to Coimbra Partners

• The application is straightforward and involves ranking your three 
top choices and then justifying your choices. 

• Students are assessed based on their overall results from their first 
year of studies as well as their motivations. 

• A panel reviews the applications and decides on the offers to make 
to students when there is competition for the same places.

• Coimbra exchanges take place within the Erasmus framework and 
eligible for Erasmus grant while on a Coimbra Group exchange. 

Contact: Coimbra Group Student Exchange Outbound Coordinator: global.mobility@tcd.ie
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Applying for a Social Policy Coimbra Exchange

Email global.mobility@tcd.ie

Research Coimbra partners of interest to establish what modules they 
teach in English in social policy or cognate disciplines you would like to 
study

Identify appropriate modules & send your fullest list of options to 
Academic Lead kwodniak@tcd.ie as early as possible to allow time to 
review

Contact: Coimbra Group Student Exchange Outbound Coordinator
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

European Liberal Arts Network
Outgoing Erasmus Students - Department of History - Trinity College Dublin (tcd.ie)

TCD’s ELAN coordinator, David Ditchburn (ditchbud@tcd.ie).
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Participating in ELAN Exchange

May participate in an exchange with any ELAN university under Erasmus (note Bristol)

Exchanges can be for one term or the whole year in the same institution or for two terms in 
two different institutions. 

To qualify for an ELAN exchange, you must have an overall II/1 grade from your first year of 
study at TCD.

Several of the partner universities teach modules through the medium of English. These are: 
Charles University Prague, Utrecht University College, University of Bristol, University of 
Graz, University of Siena and Uppsala University. For the other partners, some knowledge of 
the local language is advisable.

For further information: TCD’s ELAN coordinator, Dr David Ditchburn, School of History at 
https://www.tcd.ie/history/international/outgoing-erasmus.php and contact Dr Ditchburn 
on ditchbud@tcd.ie
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Go Global! Information Sessions
TCD Global have two sessions, one in-person and one online. Please note the online 
session will be recorded and shared on the Global website. 

• Wednesday, 1 October 2025 | 6:00–8:00 p.m. | Ed Burke Theatre (in-person please 
register via Eventbrite Link ) 

• Thursday, 2 October 2025 | 6:00–8:00 p.m. | Online (Zoom) 

The topics covered will include: 
– • What is International Exchange & Erasmus? 
– • How to apply & things to consider before applying including application Deadlines 
– • Funding opportunities 
– • Why go global? 
– • Perspectives from student ambassadors 
– • Q&A with the Global Mobility Team
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Key Contacts – Joint Honours

Trinity Joint Honours
✓ https://www.tcd.ie/tjh/current-students/exchange/   
✓ Contact Elaine Denehan at tjh.erasmus-studyabroad@tcd.ie

College Study Abroad

✓ global.mobility@tcd.ie

School Study Abroad Personnel:
✓ Global Officer: John Gunnison gunnisonj@tcd.ie 
✓ Academic Lead for International Exchange: Dr Kasia Wodniak 

kwodniak@tcd.ie
✓ Director for Global Engagement: Dr Simone McCaughren smccaugh@tcd.ie 
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Thank You
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