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How confient are you about fniing quality 
resources for your literature review?

1. Very confient

2. Quite confient

3. Not very confient

POLL



The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Afer this session you will be able to:

• Name your Subject Librarian.

• Fini iatabases relevant to your research.

• Construct a search strategy.

• Fini further useful links.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
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Do you alreaiy know the name of 
your Subject Librarian? 

If you io, please put the name in the 
chat box.

QUESTION
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SUBJECT LIBRARIANS



The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

SUBJECT LIBRARIANS



Caroline Montgomery
French; Irish; Italian; Near 
& Middle Eastern Studies; 
Religion; Social Work & 
Social Policy; Spanish

Davii Macnaughton
Business; Economics; 
Engineering; 
Mathematcs; 
Philosophy; Politcal 
Science; Sociology

Helen Brailey
Drama & Theatre 
Studies;
European Studies; 
Film Studies

Isolie Harpur
Asian Studies; English; 
German; Linguistc, Speech 
& Communicaton Sciences;
Russian & Slavonic Studies



Seán Hughes
Classics; Gender & 
Women’s Studies; 
History; History of 
Art & Architecture 

Roy Stanley
Music

Terry McDonali
Law

Geraliine Fitzgerali
Educaton; Psychology

Dererca Nolan
Support Team Leader 
at the Library 
Complex



Grace McDonali
Support Team 
Leader at St 
James’s Hospital

Jessica Eustace-Cook
Nursing & Midwifery; 
SFI Research Support  

Jessica Leonari
Genetcs; 
Geology; 
Nursing & 
Midwifery

Davii Mockler 
Medicine at St 
James’s Hospital



Margaret Rooney
Biochemistry; Biology; 
Botany; Environmental 
Science; Geography; 
Immunology; Microbiology; 
Molecular Medicine; 
Neuroscience (UG); 
Zoology

Greg Sheaf
Chemistry; Physics 

Anirew Jones
Computer Science; 
Dental Science; 
Neuroscience (PG); 
Pharmacy; Statstcs

Donncha O’Donnchaiha
Support Team Leader 
at the Hamilton Library



The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

FINDING RELEVANT LITERATURE

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://openbooks.macewan.ca/navigatingsocialscience/chapter/introduction-to-doing-research-in-the-library-and-online/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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• Databases.

• Reference lists from artcles.

• Grey literature (PhD theses, 
government/company/organisaton websites, 
conference proceeiings etc.).

• Other (social meiia for example).

Toiay we are going to look at iatabases…

WHERE WILL YOU SEARCH?



Click to edit Master subttle style

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

• Trinity College Dublin Library subscribes to 1000+ iatabases.

• Most iatabases cover a range of publicaton types.

• Material is reliable, authoritatve ani scholarly.

• You can access them from home with your College username ani 
passwori.

• Set up your own account to save searches ani to receive alerts.

Google is not a substtute for using the Library's quality assurei 
iatabases

DATABASES



Click to edit Master subttle style

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

• Downloai the Lean Library extension to proviie quick ani simple 
access to iigital content purchasei by the Library of Trinity 
College Dublin. Install the extension, select Trinity College Dublin, 
ani it will automatcally ietect when you are on a website that 
contains content the Library subscribes to.

• It gives you the Trinity version of Google Scholar ani makes it 
much easier to fni PDFs when you start in Google, Google 
Scholar, PubMei ani so on.

• For more informaton see 
htps://www.tci.ie/library/using-library/of-campus.php.

LEAN LIBRARY

https://www.tcd.ie/library/using-library/off-campus.php


Click to edit Master subttle style

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

DATABASES – WHAT DO I DO NEXT?

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

Look at your topic

Determine the main 
concepts

Iientfy relevant 
iatabases

http://www.thebluediamondgallery.com/wooden-tile/p/plan.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Check your Subject Librarian’s page for iatabases in your subject area:

FINDING THE DATABASES
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Subject Librarian Page Example (European Stuiies)

FINDING THE DATABASES
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To search systematcally you neei to use:

• Controllei Vocabulary (where available).

• Keyworis 

incluiing synonyms, variant spellings, ani phrase 
searching.

• Boolean Operators (AND, OR).

FINDING THE LITERATURE



The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

• Subject terms assignei to units of informaton.

• Some iatabases have names for their controllei 
vocabulary (e.g. MeSH, Emtree).

• In other iatabases, the terms will be listei unier a 
heaiing such as subject terms (e.g. in Acaiemic Search 
Complete) or thesaurus (e.g. in ERIC).

• Not all iatabases have controllei vocabulary (e.g. JSTOR 
ani Web of Science).

SEARCH STRINGS: CONTROLLED 
VOCABULARY



The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

• Controllei vocabulary retrieves all items iniexei unier a partcular 
topic but can miss out on jargon, slang, newer terms ani the very 
latest artcles if subject terms have not yet been assignei.

• Your own keywori searching (repeatng the controllei vocabulary 
term) in the Title/Abstract feli will pick up on jargon, slang, newer 
terms ani the very latest artcles.

• To get the best results, use a combinaton of the two  (where both 
optons are available).

Tip: Keep your own keywori terms in a wori iocument so you can 
copy ani paste them into the iiferent iatabases.

SEARCH STRINGS: KEYWORD 
SEARCHING (YOUR OWN WORDS)



Click to edit Master subttle style

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

SEARCH STRINGS: BOOLEAN 
OPERATORS



The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Use the operator OR to combine synonyms, variant spellings etc.:

• back pain OR back ache OR backache.

• organisaton OR organizaton.

Truncate your search term:

• therap*  =  therapy; therapies; therapeutc; therapeutcs.

Remove some search terms, or use more general terms

TO BROADEN A SEARCH



The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

Use the operator AND:

back pain AND back ache

Phrase searching -  put your phrase in 
quotaton marks:

“back pain” AND “back ache”

TO NARROW A SEARCH



The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

What efeet has Covid 19 had on student 
motvaton?

Take a moment to consiier the important keyworis 
here…

RESEARCH QUESTION EXAMPLE
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DE "COVID-19" OR DE "COVID-19 paniemic"   

DE  "ACADEMIC motvaton" 

ACADEMIC SEARCH COMPLETE 
DESCRIPTORS
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covii* OR coronavir* 

"acaiemic motvaton" OR "stuient 
motvaton" 

KEYWORDS (TITLE/ABSTRACT)



The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

COVID
Strand

Controlled Vocab Term:
DE "COVID-19" OR 

DE "COVID-19 pandemic"  
OR

Keywords:
covid*

coronavir*

WHAT EFFECT HAS COVID 19 HAD 
ON STUDENT MOTIVATION?

Motivation
 Strand

Controlled Vocab Term:
 DE "ACADEMIC motvaton" 

 OR
 Keywords:

“student motivation”
“academic motivation" 



The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

((DE “Covii 19" OR DE “COVID-19 paniemic“ OR TI (Covii* OR 

coronavir*) OR AB (Covii* OR coronavir*))

AND

((DE "ACADEMIC motvaton" OR TI ("acaiemic motvaton" OR 

"stuient motvaton“)  OR AB ("acaiemic motvaton" OR "stuient 

motvaton"))

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER



The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

• Break iown your research queston into concepts.

• Use the iatabase’s controllei vocabulary (thesaurus/subject terms) 
if available.

• Apply your own keyworis using as many synonyms as you can think 
of ani put them into a Wori iocument.

• Avail of the truncaton symbol ani consiier phrase searching.

• Use Boolean Operators remembering “OR” is more ani “AND” is 
less.

• Start builiing your search.

SEARCH STRATEGY (SUMMARY)
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• Document the search strategy.

• Recori what research was founi.

• Manage your references (EniNote).

• Screen your references (Coviience).

NEXT STEPS
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• htps:p//www.tcd.ie/library/support/endnote/.

• htps:p//support.covidence.org/help/the-library-of-trinity-
college-dublin
.

• htps:p//libguides.tcd.ie/literature-reviews.

• htps:p//libguides.tcd.ie/systematc-reviews.

• htps:p//www.allaboardhe.ie/search-2/.

LINKS

https://www.tcd.ie/library/support/endnote/
https://support.covidence.org/help/the-library-of-trinity-college-dublin
https://support.covidence.org/help/the-library-of-trinity-college-dublin
https://libguides.tcd.ie/literature-reviews
https://libguides.tcd.ie/systematic-reviews
https://www.allaboardhe.ie/search-2/


The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

You can now:

• Name your Subject Librarian.

• Fini iatabases relevant to your research.

• Construct a search strategy.

• Fini further useful links.

LEARNING OUTCOMES



The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

htps://stuiserv.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cSZeMYfVZYrHWrs

EVALUATION

https://studserv.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cSZeMYfVZYrHWrs


Thank You!

THE LIBRARY OF TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN, THE UNIVERSITY OF 
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LEABHARLANN CHOLÁISTE NA TRÍONÓIDE, OLLSCOIL ÁTHA CLIATH
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