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Overview

• Refningnyournresearchnqueston

• Organisingnyournliterature

• Structuringnyournreview

• Critcallynevaluatngnthenliterature
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• Andescritptve,nanalytcnsummarynofnthenexistngn
materialnrelatngntonantpartcularntotpicnornareanofnstudy.

• Antprocessnthatninvolvesnannexaminatonnofntpriorn
scholarlynworks.

Bangert-pDrowns,nR.n(2005).nLiteraturenreview.nInnS.nMathisonn(Ed.),nEncyclotpedianofnevaluaton.n(tptp.n232-p233).nThousandnOaks,nCA:nSAGEn
Publicatons,nInc.ndoi:nhttp://0-pdx.doi.org.leotpac.ulv.edu/10.4135/9781412950558.n319

What is a Literature Review?
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Why is it important?
• Shows a grasp of broader area

– Keynideas/debates/schoolsnofnthought

– Hownmainntheoriesnhavenbeennatptplied

– Avoidsnretplicatonnofnresearch

– Evaluatentpreviousnresearch

• Mind the gap!

– Justfesnthenneednfornyournresearch

– Justfesnyournatptproach/methods

– Heltpsntondefnentparameters/focusnofnyournresearch

• Synthesising

– Synthesisenthenliteraturenofnyournareaninnanlogical,ncoherentn
manner.
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What does it look like?

• Itndetpendsnonnyournsubject/discitpline

• Distpersednornanchatpter?

• Traditonal (narratve) literature review 

– Identfesnandnevaluatesntpublishednliteraturenonnantotpic

– Usuallynemtploysnannarratvenatptproachn

• Systemati review

– Reviewsnresultsnandndatanrelevantntonanresearchnquestonninn
anstandardized,nsystematcnway.n

– Aimnfornannobjectvenoverviewnofnevidence

• Sioping review

– Precursive,ninitalnscotpentondeterminengatps.
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Formulatng a Researih Queston

A Researih Queston should be: 
• Stpecifc
• Focusedn
• Wellndefned

You should:
• Stpeakntonyourntutor
• Interrogatenyournqueston
• Thinknaboutnyourn‘Why?’
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Compare the following dissertaton ttles

How has people’s health been 
impaited by Covid?

What afeit has Long Covid had on 
the mental health of 50-60 year old 
females working in aiute hospital 
setngs.in
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Takenanfewnminutesntonwritendownnyourn
research/dissertatonnqueston.

Your turn!
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Refne it further…

• Makenlargentermsnsmaller/morenstpecifc

• Groutpsnofntpeotple

• Geogratphicalnlocaton

• Languagen(researchndoneninnEnglish/other?)

• Timeframe

• Genre

• Setng
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Reading & Notetaking

• Actvenreading

• Makingnconnectons

• Summaries/headingsn-pncentralnargument,nmainn
tpoints,nothernacademicsnthatncorroborate/disagreen
withnidea/methodology

• Othernbibliogratphies
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Critial 
Evaluaton 

of 
Literature

Relevancentonyourn
totpic

Keyntermsnandn
concetpts

Majorn
relatonshitps/trends/

tpaterns

MethodologiesStructurenofnthen
argument

Hown
authoritatve/credible

?

Diferences/similarites
/gatps
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Organise your informaton

• Stpreadsheetn-pnorganiseninformatonnfromnreadingsnandncomtpare

• Headingsnandnkeywordsn(quicknsearches)

• Citatonnstpreadsheet-pnaddnquotes/tparatphrasesn(tpagennumbers!)

• Sofwarentoolsn(EndNotenfornreferences,nCovidencenfornscreeningn
ifndoingnanscotping/systematcnreview)n

• EndNotenhasn‘ResearchnNotes’;nanstpecifc,nsearchablenfeldnforn
thentpurtposenofntputngninnyournownnnotes,nquotatonsnetc.n

• Libraryncannheltpnwithntputngntogethernreferences
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Struiture
• Introducton,nBody,nConclusionn-pnHeadingsnandnSubheadings

• Howntonatptproachnresearchnqueston?nSchoolsnofnthought?n
Intersectonnbetweenntwonareas?

Chronologiially 

• Isnyournresearchnlookingnatnhownsomethingnhasnchangednoverntme?n
Reviewnliteraturenchronologically,ntrackingnhownideas,nattudes,nandn
theoriesnhavendevelotped

Thematially 

• Groutpnliteraturenbynthematcnsubjectnareas,nmakingnconnectonsnclear

Methodologiiallyn

• Estpeciallynfornextperimentalndata/statstcsn–nevaluatendiferentn
methodsnusednbyntpreviousnacademics
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Introduiton

• Whatnisnthenreviewnabout?

• Whynisnitnimtportant?

• Howndidnyounidentfynthenliterature?

• Hownisnthenreviewnorganised?

https://writingcenter.ashford.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/Sample%20Literature%20Review_0.pdf
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Main body 

Couldninclude:

• Background

• Methodologies

• Previousnstudiesnonnthentotpic

• Variousnviewtpoints

• Mainnquestonsnbeingnasked

• Mainnconclusionsnthatnarenbeingndrawn

https://www.citewrite.qut.edu.au/write/writng-pwell/litreview.html
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Conilusion

Summarise:

• Mainnagreementsnandndisagreements

• Gatpsnornweaknessesn

• Yournotpinionsnonnthentotpic

• Relatentonyournownnresearchnqueston

https://writingcenter.ashford.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/Sample%20Literature%20Review_0.pdf
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Desiriptve Vs 
Critial Writng

Cotrell,nS.n(2013).nThe Study Skills Handbook,n4thnedn.n
Basingstoke:nPalgravenMacmillan
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Critial Evaluaton in your Writng - 
Desiripton

(Examples taken from https://guides.library.uq.edu.au/research-techniques/literature-reviews)

Desiriptve
• Summarisesnwhatnotherntpeotplenhavenfoundnwithoutnsayingnwhatn

thesenfndingsnmeannfornyourninvestgaton.n
• Usuallynanchronologicalnlistnofnwhondiscoverednwhat,nandnwhen.

Examples:
• "Green (1975) discovered …”
• "In 1978, Black conducted experiments and discovered that …“
• "Later Brown (1980) illustrated this in …”

n
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Critial Evaluaton in your Writng - 
Analysis

Analytial

• Synthesises thenwork

• Succinctlynpasses judgementnonnthenrelatvenmeritsnofnresearch

• Revealsnlimitatons/neednfornfurthernresearchn–nallowsnyounton
formulatenandnjustfynyourninvestgaton

Example: 

• “There seems to be general agreement on x, (see White 1987, Brown 
1980, Black 1978, Green 1975). However, Green (1975) sees x as a 
consequence of y, while Black(1978) puts x and y as …. While Green's 
work has some limitatons in that it …., its main value lies in ….”

(Examtplesntakennfromnhtps://guides.inlibrary.inuq.inedu.inau/researih-teihniques/literature-reviews
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• Goodnstructure/headings/subheadingsncann
heltpnyounenternnewnresearchnasnyounfndnit

• Keetpnresearchnquestonninnsight

• Keetpnremindingnyourselfnofnhownitnrelatesnton
yourn‘Why?’

• Firstndrafnisnthenstartngntpointn–ndon’tnworryn
aboutnmakingnthenwritngntperfect

• Keetpnredrafingnandnrefning

• Savendiferentnversionsn–nV1,nV2netc

• Don’tngetndisheartened

Write, Rewrite
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Useful Literature Review Resouries 

• OtagonUniversity:n
https://www.otago.ac.nz/hedc/otago615355.tpdf

• ToledonUniversity:nnhttp://libguides.utoledo.edu/litreview/home

• MonashnUniversity:n
https://www.monash.edu/rlo/graduate-presearch-pwritng/write-pthe
-pthesis/writng-pa-pliterature-preview

Other Resouries

• Phrasebanknhttp://www.tphrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/

• https://www.tplymouth.ac.uk/utploads/tproducton/document/tpath
/1/1710/Critcal_Thinking.tpdf

https://www.otago.ac.nz/hedc/otago615355.pdf
http://libguides.utoledo.edu/litreview/home
https://www.monash.edu/rlo/graduate-research-writing/write-the-thesis/writing-a-literature-review
https://www.monash.edu/rlo/graduate-research-writing/write-the-thesis/writing-a-literature-review
http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/uploads/production/document/path/1/1710/Critical_Thinking.pdf
https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/uploads/production/document/path/1/1710/Critical_Thinking.pdf
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Questions?
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