
 

Module Title: Understanding Social Change: The Case of Irish Society 

Module Code: SOU33122 

Module Name: Understanding Social Change: The Case of Irish Society 

• ECTS Weighting: 5 
• Semester/Term Taught: Hilary Term 
• Contact Hours: 22 
• Module Personnel: TBC 

 
Module Learning Aims and Outcomes: 

On successful completion of this module, students will be able to: 

• Discuss how sociologists have analyzed the economic and social changes associated with 
Ireland’s social and economic development; 

• Critically analyze changing patterns of migration, identity, work and lifestyle in terms of the 
key structural changes in Irish society; 

• Discuss the extent to which social and cultural change in Ireland is driven by processes of 
globalization. 

 
Module Content: For much of the 20th Century, Ireland lagged behind other states in 
Northern Europe in terms of economic development and average standard of living. Yet in 
the last decade of the 20th century Ireland’s economic fortunes changed dramatically with 
the advent of the ‘Celtic Tiger’. Ireland experienced rapid economic, social and cultural change 
over a short period of time that continues to unfold. Rapid population and demographic 
change and liberalization of social attitudes and values have all contributed to this change. 
Such changes have reinvigorated debates about what it means to be Irish, the values, 
lifestyles and identities associated with such changes and the institutional practices, 
occupational structures and the political priorities evident in Irish society. Yet there are 
continuities that can be traced back in Irish history that underpin and also help explain the 
dynamics of Irish society. This module utilizes theories of social change to explore what type 
of society Ireland is. It critically evaluates theories of development that have been used by 
academics and experts in Ireland to explain Ireland’s conversion from a ‘late modernizer’ to a 
‘knowledge society’. Finally, it locates Ireland’s societal change in the context of Europe and 
globally. 

 
Recommended Reading List: 

P. Share, M. Corcoran and B. Conway. 2012. Sociology of Ireland (4th Ed) Dublin: IPA. 

R. Meade and F. Dukelow 2015. (eds) Defining Events: Power, resistance and identity in twenty 
first century Ireland. Manchester: Manchester University Press 

R.D. Hariman. 2017. Public Culture. In J Nussbaum (Ed)., Osford Research Encylopedia of 
Communication. Oxford University. https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228613.013.32 

https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228613.013.32


 

 
 
Module Pre-Requisite: 

Module Co-Requisite: 

Assessment Details: Students are required to attend lectures and tutorials and submit 
an essay (worth 80% of final grade). Student presentation (worth 20% of final grade). 
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