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Module Description

Learning Outcomes

Artificial intelligence is increasingly shaping social, economic,
and political life. This module introduces students to the
foundational concepts of artificial intelligence, what Al is, how
it works, and where it is applied, before examining its broader
societal implications through interdisciplinary perspectives.
The module explores key issues including algorithmic bias and
fairness, automation and the future of work, privacy and
surveillance, misinformation, governance, creativity, and
human-Al interaction. Students engage with both conceptual
explanations of core Al approaches (such as machine learning
and generative Al) and critical social science perspectives.
Through discussion, case studies, and engagement with
foundational literature, students develop the ability to
understand Al systems at a conceptual level and analyse their
impact on institutions, decision-making, inequality, and public
policy.

Upon completion of this module, students should be able to:

¢ Explain in accessible terms what artificial intelligence is, how
core Al approaches work, and where they are applied;

* Analyse ethical and policy challenges arising from artificial
intelligence;

e Evaluate the impact of Al on labour markets, governance,
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creativity, and social systems;

e |dentify risks related to bias, misinformation, surveillance,
and safety;

¢ Discuss human—Al interaction and its implications for
decision-making;

* Apply interdisciplinary perspectives to analysing the societal
impact of Al;

e Critically assess Al governance frameworks and responsible
innovation approaches;

e Demonstrate introductory understanding of key Al concepts
relevant to societal analysis.
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Assessment In-class presentations 30%, in-class discussions 20%, and end-
Components of-the-term essay 50%
Assessment Details Students are expected to present during the term in the class

and actively participate in group discussions. In addition, an
end of the term essay is to be submitted during the exam
week.

Additional Information

Prerequisites None
Co-requisites None
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