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e Habitability, Social Ethics,
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The Role of Animals in Sustainable Farming Ethical Debates in Animal Farming

L EILLING OF ANIMALS for food.
2. EMVIROMMEMT - Critics argue farming depletes resources
(Matheny, 2003; Gold, 2004).

3.OVERGRAZING RISKS - Poorly managed farming damages
materials into food biodiversity and degrades soil (Gold, 2004).

o Cows convert materials inedible to humans and 4. INAFPROPRIATE HUMARN DIET - Studies show that diets

byproducts from human food into milk and meat. low in meat tend to give better health (Berkow and
= Materials too fibrous for a human diet, but have Barnard. 2005)

nutritional benefits for cows :
o In the U.5., 37 pounds of human-inedible byproducts R . . .
are ge nerated per 100 |:|-::-L|n-::|5 of human food Hu_'th huma.rl.s and mu_anwruljmuntga.lr_l substantially when
rlorado State’s AgNex animals are included in sustainable agriculture systems.
(Price, 1584).

+ Mutual emotional attachment - humans can act as a
social companion whose presence itself is rewarding for
both the human and non-human member of the
partnership

2 Adds to human quality of life and may even be used to
help humans from problems like mental disturbances
or drug abuse (Frice, 1984).

= It has even been suggested that the relationship is a
form of symblosls (Rollin, 1995)

Reform Over Abolition The Future of Animal Farming

While some etl'm:lsta s ppn:-rt abolishing animal farming THE SHIFT TO ORGANIC FARMING 15 ALREAD
Singer, 1975 and Regan, 1983), well-managed farming can UMDERWATY (S§EE GRAPH BELOW )

benefit the environment. The focus should be on organic KEY MEASURES HAVE BEEN PUT IN PLACE

practices, |:-r|-::r|t|5|n_g 5u5ta|nabll|t'_-.r a.nlmalwelf.are and :
; . EU Organic Farming Action Plan (2004);

ecosystem health. (Padel et al., 200 PR . : " -
o Lays undation for ongalng support and growt
B ORGANIC PRACTICES INCLUDE: | oo e in the £l
LINCREASED SPACE 3 MO FREVENTIVE
ALLOWAMNCE AMNTIMICROBLAL LeE * Common Agricultural Policies (CAPs):
@ STRICTER TREATRMERMNT
2 PERMAMNEMNT OUTDOOR A CERAENT OF & EU Member States are encouraged to set organic farming

AMNTIFMICROBILAL USE targets.
+ Some traditional systems combine animal welfare and sustainable farming, - ; |.I.I'I’d h;;nr;'uﬂmw’ el Svumc who Fiar MV crpgemic

e.g- Spain's Dehesas & Portugal’s Montados models (Peco
& CAP ensures long-term support for organie farming through

& Womnwegian Free-Grazing Systems allow livestock to roam frl:-:l:.r.
returning to human care seasonally funding, environmental schemes, and research.

» In 2020, 42% of the EU's organic land was permanent + EU Organic Action Plan =
grassland for organic livestock {(meat and dairy) @ Supports organic farming through sustainabi
research, and innovation. 11 Pl e T e e e

g;::iﬁﬁflﬁ:!rming remains limited; In 2020 only; o Aligns with the European
. . Green Deal, Farm to Fork,

* &% of cattle [ —...
d Biodi Strat
* 1.2% of sheep and goats = DAy eEY

" 3.6% of poultry r — The EU is committed to integrating
= 1% of pigs ‘ organic farming and into broader
were raised organically. i —— T environmental and agricultural strategies.

« Ecosystems — Grazing maintains landscapes, prasarves
blodiversity, and prévents overgrowth. (Jarman et al

1dde)

+ Mature's Recyclers — Livestock convert inadible

* Livestock support multiple
industries, including leathar,
wool, and pharmaceuticals.

Vonne Lund and I. Anna 5
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TRAGEDY OF THE COMMONS DEBUNKED
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TRAGEDY OF THE COMMONS DEBUNKED

Lila Travers

Trinity College School of Social Sciences

What is the Tragedy of the Commons?

In 1968, Garret Hardin argued %t is inewtabia that o nvelrous common resource wil be
depiated and runed because al pecple will act out of self-imerest, and wse the resource 1o
maximize ther own benafs

The Shared Pasture Model: Two Solutions

Hardin's Tragedy ol the commons
was coercive Poputation control

(awdn mas Aorrms doad e nen
Hhat woudd De “eused Uy fact
popudatin prowth, bt fe feared

netawey pasth of ordy cernan

TooTuntes
Viwrcin'a colomisd wnc maciet menciost
=ww peoria stpocally in ety
cotertries. me & et ! paaview st of

- Tes Privatization
g.' ;'. ros wrd TwesttT; nEtce se tne
‘f‘ -'U o Mabioat”™ that muy sk ¥ it pccepts

or o0 many passengees

Arrartys Sem's prusratorestng thecry of
JSETCE WTIAEDes B CapabEty appruach
that Moz thewary cdoss not alow for Sen
would opoase edn hr ot cornaderTyg
thw puncdry to buld netastons tet alow

Government
Inervention

okl
Whan sveryurs uses the - ¢
o ERstare s b3 wuppcry “.T‘m : g.o .
rattie the cestre @ - ,.U.Y‘.

wewpratet acxd than neresd

e cofatorytar 31d eTRowe TEDe TR

Har wark doat not @y anay from tha
COrrOty that expiairs whry Suciesd is
S00GIC 10 gach Comwrumty. She insiate

Elinor Ostrom

“Gee, he just made this up”,

Ourom criticized the Smpiory of ordn's
hypothatical SlLation, and inaists tragedy is
oL ey Rabie She Oriticlzes It as unraalstic

agady can alwuyh Do svandad without
Hirde's schnlans af privatizaton or wp-down
Fovemnmant control trut by

and 8 quick 10 POINT CUT hi GO NOT EVeN We are neither trapped in inexorable

congidder 1the fact that community memnbars
wOUl! COYPTRNCUIO

tragedy nee free of moral responsibiiity”

How Namibian Conservancies avoid tragedy according to 0strom

Ostrom outlines 8 criteria for successful systems which are met by the Namibian Conservancy system®

Clear boundaries and well-defined Community: A process for resolution of conflicts

Conservancies are formed by groups of people Blected committees work together with sl members

living on communal land first formalized in 1988 at a yearly council. With all community members
present they work together to resolve conflict

Reliable monitoring of the shared resource: Punishments for those who cheat
Together they participate in surveys to track wildlife

populations and quotas to manage hunting within the
commurity

All members are committed to conservation wathin
the commungl lands, and there are strict rules in
place to ensure Quotas are not exceeded.

@ A reasonable balance of costs and benefits for @ A good relationship between community

participants: members and authority
Income from campgrounds, guide services, and trophy hunting
supports the consarvances. Conservancias amploy local
community members who wish 1o grotect the land and hava tha
knowledge to do 0

The National Conservation Ministry cooperates with
local conservancies to empawer community members
who have the knowledge to protect the land

Ostrom's criteria explain key structures of many conservancy efforts and critiques Hardin's pessimistic argument

*8 criteria directly from "The Miracie of the Commons” by Michelle Nijhuis
1.Quote from youtube video by dipthedo “Elinor Ostrom on the Myth of Tragedy of the Commons”

2 Quote “The Miracle of the Commons” by Michelle Nijhuis
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UN Sustainable Development Goal

7

By: Anna Durrett

What are the
SDGs?

In 2015, the United Mations
Member States 7
sustainable development geals.
This is known as the 2030
Adgenda for Sustainable
Develo nt. These ls
mmgnrmp-ihn'l' “ending Euup-um'tjr
and other deprivations must go
hand-in-hand with strategies that
improve health and education,
reduce inequality, and spur
economic growth - all while
tackling climate change and
our oceans

working to
™ and forests” (1)

N R T

Ireland’s
Progress on
7.1

iz we can see from Fig. 2, since 2014,

Ireland hos massively dropped the

percentoge of the population thot were
unable to heat their home [oocess to

energy]. Although there hos been progress,
in 2022 there was a spike from 3% to 5.

(4}

1

10

=== Duropean Union

e L L L T R TR RN T ]
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AFFORDABLE AND
CLEANENERGY

vy
) >

What is SDG
77

There are 3 target areas within
SDG 7. 7.1 focuses on access
to energy. This refers to
access to affordable and
reliable energy sources. 7.2
tocuszes on renewable
energy. This is including more
renewable energy into the
‘global pool' of energy. 7.3
relates to making our energy
sources more efficient. The
goal by 2030 is to double the
rate of improvement. (3)

LEEE R R AR LR RS AR LR R AR R ]l :

Figure 7.7 - SDG_0T_60 Population unable to keep home
adequately warm, 2014-2022

Fig. 2

% of population
i

== lreland

SOUCE. ELoEfad

How is
Ireland trying
to achieve

these goals?

According to Social Justice
Ireland, SDG 7 provides a
pressing issue for Ireland due o
“low proportion of renevwables
in GUF energy mix points to the
need for significant policy
action to ensure that current
energy needs continue to be
met without jeopardizing future
generations” (&)

An example of how Ireland is
attempting to reach these goals
is the “Better Energy Warmer
Homes Schems [BEWH)® (B). For
househaolds that fit a certain
criteria, this scheme offers
solutions that are more enefgy
efficient free of charge.
Aceording to gov.ie, this schame
hod “upgraded 12,705 energy
poor homes, with an overall
spend of more than €152m in

Exchequer funds” (2015]). (8)
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Justice and Sustainability: Ideas vs.

42 Theories <=

What is Justice? Different Theories of justice shape how we

¥ Justice refers to fairness in the
distribution of benefits and o
responsibilities within society. In
. . Rawls Theory of Justice [
sustainable development, it \Fairness & the vall of Liiiiariariie o { Orosteot
) Happiness Principla)
ensures that environmental, lgnarance)
economic, and social resources
are used and shared equitably,
protecting the needs of both

present and future generations.

Capabilities Approach (Amartya
Sen & Marthe Nussbaum)

~ Rawls’ Justice as Fairness: Prioritises fair distribution of

resources, ensuring the least advantaged benefit from
sustainability policies.

& UWtilitarianism: Seeks the greatest good for the greatest

number, often balancing environmental protection with
economic growth.
~ Capabilities Approach: Focuses on enabling individuals
to live fulfilling lives, considering environmental
sustainability as essential to well-being.

ldea vs Thac:—ry of Justice
What’s the difference?
Justice can be understood in two

Caee Study: Climate Justice
# Rawls Theory of Justice: supports policies like
carton taxes, ensuring that those who
contribute most to emizsions bear the cost
¥ Utllitarianlsm advocates for solutions that
raximiza ovarall well-baing, sweh as investing in
renawable energy
# The Capability Approach [Amartys San) argues
that policies should empower vulnerable
communities to adapt to climate change.

ways: as a broad moralidea or as a
structured theory that applies justice
in society. This distinction shapes
how justice influences sustainable
development






TRAGEDY OF THE COMMONS

? ANALYZING HARDIN'S THEORY, ECONOMIC RESPONSES, AND THE NAMIBIAN CASE STUDY

Liliana Rosca Pinheiro
WHAT ISTHETRAGEDY OF THE COMMONS?

Garrott Hardin first proposed the idea of the Tragedy of the Commans in 1968,
It describes how a “selfish™ population can exhaust COMMON rESOUrces, Causing
sacial and environmantal disintagration

* Hardin used a shared pasture with sevaral harders 10 demonstrate thes
point. Each harder gains by having moree cattle, but # all herdars follow this
reasoning, the pasture will eventually become overgrazed and ruined.

e According to Hardin, peopia prioritise shart-tarm parsonal gain avar long-
tarm collective sustainability, which causes shared resowces to avantually
depiate when left unchecked

Hardin's proposed ideas for reform is simple, but is it realistic?

Ho states that there is no “technological” fix, and that the anly way 10 avaid the
tragedy of the commoens is by "mutual cogrcion”, essentially stating that unless
we and aver-population, by simply not continuing 1o repeoduce or Breed” as
Hardin puts it, wa will always be 100 seifish than to simply stop using the
planta’s shared sources

“Freedom to breed will being ruin to all’ - Hardin (1968)

* She discovered that local ceganisations are capabia in
managing shared fesourcas sustainably witheut
CUTSoUNCing ar governmant mtarferance after doing
indapth resedrch an actual communities

By suggesting that sokutiors should be customised to

THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES
ON THE COMMONS |

Trimaty | nnrw Dublin
ot B At (20

il
|

Ecaosysten Osverhisaing

TENES SCON VITEN KTHSCTEEE AR M Bn

S g —

Image 1) Exemple of ragedy of the commons Ovarfishing

AMARTYA SEN

Challenge to Hardin's View: Scarcily an't jusl sboul cveruse

but inegually n sccess
Koy Ideas:
o His research on famines ihowed that political and econdrc
injustices that restrict to food & Ly cause

food shortepes rather than & real lack of feed'
From ths arcae the

maat the demands of avery community, Ostrom
populansed the concep!t of polycentric governance.
Principles for success dear boundarias, collective
decision-making, confiict rasolution

Lagecy: Salf-organaed Communitins Can manage
1eSOurces ke irvigation, Nisherias, and forests ina
sustainabile mannar

e coapatatty ey domwt | e

ML Oanie 0 QoM LA e tr e

PMBBLES OFd CAINVAS DTM T
K abwsses on pecyie's

QLOMISen 10 sk o0 OF Brare
12 3CTasen W hang

» Capability Approsch: Focuses on
erduning digeily and dccuss for al not pst B
Emiling use. Stated that pelcymaken shauld
Quirenloe evaryone the capacity 1o bve a lile
of digrity.

Legecy: Emphaszed ethicsl govemance and
inthusive & b

o
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g 1] Ava rops Law ans bve Tt by Thary

Critiques of Ostroms’ theory Although Ostrom’s idess
are bansficial in small, local cemmunities, soms
contend they might not translate wall to aational or
international environmental ssues She climate change.

e €] Migh by by e grawt) o
s s ot e
b e b o arwal

o woer aamibon ool roguisted buphy - i ) "_\‘." me’
R o Duspite its controversial nature, trophy hueting has Sigrelficance as it providies wital funds

1or community JengIROMENt consarvation and anti-poaching programs.
o Procator species such as choatahs hyaanas, and jackais have actually seen population
increases due 10 St hunting QUOLES and MENVESTINGNT iN COMGEVaLIon CCOgrams.

Critiques of this theory: His emphasis on equality snd justics
muy obacure boophyﬂr.d limitations, presuming that rescurce
allocation K | pe on its cwa

NAMIBIA'S COMMUNAL CONSERVANCIES:
EFFECTIVE OR CONTROVERSIAL?

An innovative appeoach 1o consetvation, Namibia's Communal Corsenvancy program gves
local communities the authority 10 Manage and prost from their natural resoueces”

o Thaso CONSanancas wera Ounded In the 19905 10 acvance sustainable wildife
corGanvation and thare are now 856 commundl Consenanoas regiiterad by the Minstry
of Erwronmant, Foeastry and Toursan (MEFT),

o Tha initiathve adheras 10 Elince Ostrom's iceas of local Qovwemance father than rigid
governmant control, @nabing Communitios 10 Manage thair nd.

¢ Tha Tragedy of the Commons & refuted Dy Namibia's Cordenvancies’ success, which shows
that individuals Can prasonve sharnd rasowrces
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ls Ireland’s New Bus Schedule Driving People Back to Cars?

On the 26th of January 2025, TFI's new ‘BusConnects Network Redesign’ came into effect (1).
This has caused major controversy and in turn could have sparked a resurgence in the use of
commuters travelling by car. This in theory would be a step backwards in Ireland and Dublin's

goal to strive towards a smart city model.

Data is published by the C50 ol Bus Cormmulers-

Data.caoe. Accessed March 12, 2025
hittpa:idata.cao.iel. (2)

‘Ghost buses' partly due

to mechanics shortage,
says operator. (3)

-

RT<

“A number of

measures are being frustration due to

taken to improve

service reliability."

Minister for
Transpart (5)

- of new bus routes. (4)

Data & published by the TS50 af Car Commuiers-
Data.cso.le. Accessed March 12, 2025.
hitpe fidata. caoisd. (2]

Dublin commuters express

cancellations on a number

Irish Independent 9

Sources Used:

Conclusion:

& without a
o this idea.
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Trinity Callege Dublin

et The Tragedy of the Commons: Exploring
Sustainable Solutions in Resource Management

Hardin’s “Tragedy of the Commons™

Garrett Hardin argues in “The Tragedy of the Commons® {1958) that when individuals share a finite, unregulated resounce,
thiey will seek ©o mamimize their personal ocutcome, ultimately esploiting and depleting the: commons. He dllustrates this
concept with the sxample of 2 pasture open to all.” Whils the herdeman gains full benefit from each additional amimal |+1
utility], the negattve effects of overgrazing (-1 utility) after adding another animal are distributed among all herdsmen.
Since oosts ane communized but profits pevatized, each herdsman rationally concludes that adding as many animals as
possible is in his best econcemic inberest. Hardin wams that 25 population grows exponentially within a finite world, “nin is
thie destination toward wivich il mesn rush, each pursuing iz own best inberest in 3 society that believes in the fresdoen of
the commons™ [(1244). To prevent this, he advocates for “mutus] coercion, mutually agreed vpon by the majority of the
peophe affected,” particularly in negulating reproduction, arguing that “freedom to breed will Bring noin o all™ (1247
1248). Modern examples of the tragedy of the commons include deforestation and fisheries management. ™

Elinor Ostrom’s Response: Community-Based Management

Etinor Ostrom writes that the fubure of the commones ts not 3o bleak: “We are neither trapped in inexnrable tragedies nor free of moral resporsdbility. = Her solution is
comamunity power and devolution. Through ber studies of Swiss cattle herders, Japanese forest communities, and Filipino irmigators who sucosssfully preserved shared
resources and fair standards of living, Ostrom identifies key features of successful systems (see Figure 1). Ostrom argues that Mardin's depiction of resource depletion
¥ an inevitable tragedy owerlooks the complexity of human deckion-making. While individuals may act irrationally, they are arely maliciows, and many Communities
have developed sustainable management practices. Despite Ostrom’s findings, many conservationists still asssme humans are inberently destnictive, favoring
privatization or govesmment control wivike disregarding viable community-driven solutions.

”n
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Mamibian Communal Conservancy as a Revival of the Commons

The Hamibian Communad Comservancy system exemplifies the rewival of the commaons, offering a successful moded for community-based conservation that challenges
Hardin®s argument_ In the 1980k, conservationists oreated a system of comemunity game guards to belp stop ilbegal hunting and resitalize wildlife populations,
vitimately |eading to controlled hunting being reinbroduced. After Mamibia®s independence in 1990, a survey revealed that rural communities wanted a role in
managing wikdlife. These sentiments ked to the 199 law passed by the Namibian Mational Assembly allowing commumities to establish conservancies. These
conservancies are govemsd by elected commitbees and share revenue from tourism and funting. They also monitor wildlife populations, set quotas, and manage
conflicts betwesn people and animals, such as dinecting trophy hunters to aggressive wildlife.

Complexities of Trophy Hunting: Conservation or Exploitation?
Critics contend that tropiy bunting disproportionately benefits wealthy Westemers, perpetuating neoooborial control over Africa's
wildlife. Moreover, many ‘Western observers assert that ‘tropiyy hunting in Africa has come to symbolize human transgressions against
other species. ™ ‘Western activists often associate tropiy hunting with figures such as Donatd Trump &, who has been oniticized for
his. involvement in hunting protected species, including a rare nuddy shelduck in laty. This incident, where Trumgp M. was filmed
shooting the protected bird, has fueled backlash from environmentalisis and intensified concems about the ethics of trophy bunting
amang wealthy ‘Western elites.” While proponents claim it funds conservation, mismanagement and unethical practices raise doubts
about its effectveness in protecting endangened animals Hike rvinos, elephants, and Homs.

e e

The Case for Regulated Trophy Hunting

International conservation groups that seek to ban trophy Bunting entirely sk oversimplifying a complex ssue. ‘While unethical hunting practices exist, outright
prohibition disregands the economic and ecological role hunting plays in Hamibia. John Kasaona, executive director of an organization providing techaical support to
CormeTvancies, argues that banning trophy hunting is “amother kind of colonisation® as it undermines local sutharity and threatens the bvelhoods of communities that
have spent decades developing mestainebde conservation models. Me questions, “What do they say to the people whose [velihood depencs on what they are trying 1o
ban?*" Additionally, not all trophy hunting is the same, as many programs effectively manage witdlife populations and mitigate human-widlife conflict. & mare
nuanced approach would focus on strengthening regulations, ersuring ethical practices, and allowing local communities to determine conservation strategies that
secune both economic sustainability and ecological protection.

Trophy hunting, when properly regulated, can serve 23 2 oitical tool for conservation by providing financial incentives for local communities to protect wildtife rather
than exploit it through poaching or habitat destruction. Eather than viewing it solely through a neocoloniad bens, | argue that controlied hunting empowers African
nations to dictabe their own conservation policies while generating revenue that funds anti-poaching efforts and habitat preservation. Completely banning trophy
hunting risks unintended conseqguences, such as increased buman-wildlife conflict and diminished financial resources for conservation programs, wltimately hasmming
the very speches these policies seek to probect_

Fmrdin, G | TEd). Thee Tragedy of o Commony oo, 182, 1341-1340.
2. Milhain, & j3349). “Thee Mirsck: of the T = e ey - £ R W O B | - e - o - Py e e e i i g of
1. brusk, 5. [B013) “[aploring the ‘pelic gaady game’ modsl Trugey of in fichario * Fieh ond Flabarier.
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We All Take Something,
But Leave Nothing Behind “The number of

.
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l. A thriving underwater ecosystem
with natural predators and prey
before human intervention.

3. Overfishing begins with the
introduction of super trawlers and
egregious net sizes along with
disproportionate catch amounts.

overfished stocks is

now 3x higher than in
1970’ - Marine

Stewardship Council

2. Human fishing at a reasonable scale
leaves repairable damage to the
ecosystem allowing for sustainable
practice,

4. A once sustainable practice &
relationship is now left with irrepairable

damage & a destroyed ecosystem.

™ Tragedy of the Cod-mons, 9 f'
Stop Overfishing Now! Avf







TRAGEDY OF THE COMMONS

NO TECHNIGHRE SOLUTION TO THE POPUL&J‘!ON PROBLEM

_PL__ 22 Environmentol ond Te

ELINOR OSTROM'S ECONOMIC
RESPONSE TO THE COMMONS

LACK OF DATA

Hardin uses an imaginary world; no
numbers and assumes people do not
speak to each othaer nor are capabie of
compromise

s EXPERIENCE WITH
*m* COMMUNITIES

Ostrom had studied communities that
had found ways of presarving sharad
resources (pasture, trees, water) and
providing their members with a living

SUCCESSFUL SYSTEM

clear boundaries, refiable monitoring of
the shared resource, reasonable
balance of costs and benefits,
predictabie process for the fast and fair
resolution of conflicts, escalating series
of punishments for cheaters, good
relationships between the community
and other layers of authority

| SIMPLICITY OF THE
—| TRAGEDY

Paople are seduced by the simpiicty
of the tragedy. Hardin fails to
address any emotional aspects
when suggesting a rastriciton on
breeding which is not practical

ology Ethicl

A REVIVAL OF THE ‘COMMONS":
NAMIBIAN COMMUNAL
CONSERVANCY

A £ COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE

L ~d
The Namibian Communal Consarvancies
restored power to local people. They govemn
wildlife and land through elected committees
and ensura that all members shara in the
benefits of tourism and conservation efforts

CONSERVATION & WILDLIFE
RECOVERY

Tha system of unarmed community gome
guards successfully restorad elephant and
rhino populations; proving that local
stewardship can effectively manage and
protect wildlife

ECONOMIC BENEFITS

Conservancies generate ravenue through
ecotourism, hunting quotas, and joint
venture with lodges and guide services
which demonstrates how conservation can
provide sustainable ecnomic opportunities
for rural communities

323 CONTROVERSIES

Trophy hunting is a key source of income and
helps manage human-wildiife contact, yet it
is controversial as international conservation
groups oppose it raising concerns about
external interference

This conservancy defies Hardin by proving thot land can be consarved

DEBUNKING HARDIN

and used sustainably through local cooperation, as Ostrom advocated for

g Trinity College Dublin Nijhuis, Michelle. The Tragedy of the Commons is a False and Dangerous Myth.

Cobbdete ma Triondéds, Bale At Ollety

The Un sty o D9 Aeon Essays, 4 May 2021,
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Farming or Harming?. Can | A

we farm animals ethically
and sustainably ' ? ®

BILLIONS of : Chickens, pigs,
cows and fish are CONFINED in

: sheds, cages, feedlots and pens,
SHStalnable they are DEPRIVED of their basic
SREREL behaviours causing extreme
Fal lnlng HARM and DISTRESS.(1)
Pasture based systems:
» restore and maintain ecosystems DO YOU KNOW
. ensure animal welfare O
. builds natural soil fertility WHERE YOUR
* provide habitats for biodiversity , . '
*  maintain cherished landscapes FOOD COMES
»  produce nutritious food from FROM?
marginal land. (2)

e more than 92.2 billion farmed
land animals are kept and
killed every year.(3)

By supporting pasture
based sustainable farming
we are crealing a betler
world for ourselves and
animals.

By Leah Healy
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THE GALLERY OF THE COMMONS: WHERE WOULD YOU LIVE?

By Lucy
‘The Tragedy of the Commons’ McAleer

Artist:
Garret
Hardin

‘The Miracle of the Commons’

Artist:
Elinor
Ostrom

Zmna | ‘A Revival of the Commons’
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Namibian

Communal
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Thich Nhat Hanh’s Reinterpretation of Buddhism

By Natalie Redfield-Gale

An illustration of how Thich Nhat Hanh’s modernization of Buddhism promotes a more
habitable planet throught its focus on forming communities and connecting with the Earth.

.......... Hanh and HisVision eI nmnmmmmmmmmmm I ImnmImmI IO,y TTIOTIMIIII!IOhhh,hhhh i

¢ Thich Nhat Hanh was born in Vietnam in 1926* The

« Became a spiritual leader in the context of the Vietnam War®

+ Thought that buddhism could restore peace?

+ Believed that Buddhism needed to adapt to fit into a more
modern context®

* Popularized engaged buddhism and mindfulness meditation®

» Developed 5 mindfulness trainings to “create a more healthy mewas<no e’

and compassionate world"* --> 4], Reverence for ure
2 True Happiness

3 True Love

4 e

Mindfulness

e
s Nourishment & Healing THICH NMAT MANN

T b wvmdtlancs Y abwgs o4 domis Gmd = Hash & buut’

D Plum Village PR

* The first (and largest) Monastic Community founded by Hanh in 1982*

* Located in the Southwest French countryside near Bourdeaux®

* Began as a care center for Vietnamese refugees®

* Now a place that many people travel to for retreats where they learn
about mindfulness and engaged buddhism?®

« The village has established a relationship with the surrounding
community and is now very integrated into the fabric of the area®

Fraw Vessh Dby immdaliione ol Muw Viage » 2001

.......... Scope and Other Ve,]tures...-.........................................................-

.“cs
« 1153 Sanghas across the world® Wags ' soc'dl

Sanghas « Sangha is a Sanskrit word for aV ?gfm
inseparable® - -
+ Consists of a community of buddhist

practitioners (can indlude monastics \s
and lay practitioners)* Bog
e « A place for people to practice -

| — 1 buddhizm as well as find community =0
%ﬁ e % and support* A9 e
&0 a - . o ¥ e Hanh encourages people to continue "
- e to create more Sanghas® \

au.muumm Online Momsu:ry

B - s JntteUS 4 becga d in Asarala & Hang
- _ taag o Thalea
¢ g . \,‘ Ligrt e Tradosas Sangaa
> - 4 | Grwen Msks Up Saoghas .Q
- - o Anattary sangha for apes L8-38

» Encourages walking meditation as a form of mindfulness*

* Uses the calming and restorative qualities of natureasa
place to form community*

* Hanh describes the connection that people can have
with the Earth by saying “The Earth is in you, you are the
Earth™

« Some leave a society that they view as destroying the
environment to join the saciety of Plum Village®

>

Andirg wodladion Lluke g pdae ol Pl Wiige'
Peferercen:
1A Ooud Never Disy’ biographical docummntary of Zen Naxter Thich Nhat Hanh sarrated by Peter Coyome * Yootude, upicaded by Pum VWitage, 2 Apr. 2022 httpc Uwww pouteba comdwanch?

V= OROSWO ralVY

2. Dortiairs, B "Plum Village: from sestiement on 3 modest local scale 1o global y Jouney for oned Frov 0 Corsampovary Society 2003 @)
P 13914

1. "Sargras " Mundne, waw slumiirearg, Acomsed 12 Ve 2000

4. Tha Plar Vilage Tradtion of Zen Naster Thich Nhae Harhy " Pl Wiage, plemsvilage org! ftine ragicn-eu. Accessed 12 Mar. 2005







The True Story

The Implications

Hardin’s Argument

Hardin bases his
argument that freedom in
the commons brings ruin
to all on the historic
commons of England. He
claims farmers use the
commons to graze their
cattle and view adding
another cattle as
beneficial and only
slightly harmful, as they
share the harm with all
the other farmers.
Therefore, all farmers
continue to add cattle
until the commons are
destroyed (Hardin, 1968).

2

The of

L 1804, th s of part y andin
blts sphoned off more than a fifth of the Englan
countrysde (Amer, 20235

No longuer hat e lamy
mesr of susterance ne e

Hardin's proposed solution of
privatisation had similar global
Implications. Hardin's idea supported
and possibly influenced privatisation
laws such as Chile’s Water and Land
Market Reforms of 1981. This law was

D

Argument’s Issues

Large lard 3 mou ks debberately cvergrame the

commarm, not to fatter or expand thair cattie, bt 30 the

L

of the commarns but m resdity # was the mot vation.
Lack of commurncation

cammons would fai ard e privetiied. Thes wers the meant to contribute to water security by
e e T instituting private property rights to
water to enable permanent access but
instead promoted unequal access that
o mostly harmed small farmers (Budds,
. 2020).
- Hardie cam g athe 1o the tragedy

B

Commom pravide food
which provides
noetve to work

r I
HOAX
T -

haccurate represertation of
what happened mith the
fnglnh commona
R TN

The British Commons
Hntory Gode, 2024)

L I I R R

Harms of Privatisation

* Unequal Access

* Power imbalance

* Loss of Equal Freedom
* Potential Exploitation

Water allocations from 1980 for the different
regions studied and granted as permanent and
eventual consumptive water rights

(Fuentes et al 2021}

A

I

* Enhancing Corporate Power References
¢ Weakening Public Powerand : .. =oooo—iomeommnos o
Democracy @& —iee I e
¢ Widening Racial and S e i e
ep 2y . Economic Disparities o Tz s T e
A comedic piece on the communication N iy * M hal iy e -
issues within the Tragedy of the Commons  » ® Dampemng Worker Power ° .,...:'::“:_. el e —

(Cordelli, 2020) (Stiglitz, 2021)

{"The US and Tragedy’ of Commons®, 2017)
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The Ethics of Chicken Farms
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The Value of Eggs

Versitility

30% of total meat production comes
from poultry, and without it, billions

would go hungry. Unlike other animals,

chickens are able to thrive almost

anywhere, allowing even the most
remote countries to harvest them for
food. Local farming also reduces the

risk of large disease outbraaks that
would come from factory farms.

Natural Pesticides

Raising chickens eliminates the need

for pesticides, as they naturally feed

on insects and weeds. This not only
protects the farmer’s soil but also

creates a healthier environment for all
the animals as well. By reducing the use

of pasticides, it minimizes the risk of
chemicals entering the food supply.

In the United States alone, chickens

produce over 6 billion eggs annually.

With each hen laying more than 250
eggs per year, the country’s 300 million

Profitability

Chickens can be extremely profitable

egg-laying chickens provide a vital, for farmers who cannot afford larger

sustainable food source that feeds cattie. They mature in only 7 weeks,

milions—even without the need for allowing for a quick ROL. They also
slaughter. produce a variety of goods, from eggs

to fertilizer to the chicken itself,
allowing for multiple revenue streams
and a larger customer base.

LR

Soil Enrichment

Chicken manure is rich in nitrogen,
phosphorus, and potassium, all
essential nutrients for plants. It

improves soil health, enhances water
retention, and reduces the need for
synthetic fertilizers, which are harmful to
the environment. This process supports
regenerative farming and promotas
sustainable food production.

20
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Chickens Pigs Sheep Cows
Acres Per Animal

Chickens require the least amount of land to live
compared to other livestock. This reduces their
strain on agricultural land and allows for farmers
to own many more at a time. This also allows
for chickens to be farmed in urban
environments, eating kitchen scraps
and reducing their owner's
carbon footpnnt.
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1 What is their impact on fustainable Development?
I--------------------------------------I

1

1 o Idea vs. Theory of Justice [ St s U
i 1 Development?
: What is the Difference? : “Development that meets the needs of
| Jdes of Justice = Eroad, conceptusl : the present without compromising the
: onderstanding of ‘Pairness & Morality’ " ability of foture generations to meet
I =E.g. Sen's “Ides of Justice" : thelr own needs”. Semdiedfeponpan
1
: Theory of Jostice = Stroctured framework :Th" UK has identified IV “Sustainable
| which spplies justice in certsin legsl and | Development Goals® which aim at ending
: political contexts l poverty, protecting the planet, and
I « Bawls' theory of “Justice ss Fairness® i ensuring prosperity for all by 2030.
1 1 I
1

1

@ E i | @
I 114 n
1 of Sustainable Justice Thinkers?

Development |' ‘Justice as Fairness')

Emphasis on fairness and protecting the
least advantaged

A.Sen : ‘Idea of Justice®

:III Economic Sustainability

12) Environmental Sustainability
1 Advocates for a comparative, real-workd

i
I
I
1
3) Social Sustainability I T
I
1
I
I

' I T :“The Jnat®

Focus on ethical responsibility to protect
the ervircnment for future generations

bl
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:o Impact of these ideas on Sustainable Development
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‘Intrinsic Value’ as a Poor Basis for Conservation
Decisions:
The Case of the Spotted Owl

FE0 G

What is Intrinsic Volue?
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o Inlringic value reflects e princple of neture hiving value
cutsice of human inberaction.

« Dus to Urtled hunds and perscmad, compromises need to be made in
terrra of what progects can go shead. This mesns that some projects
muat have pricrity over ofthers, and intoneic value dossn't provide st

* idually, ntriric vaelue sliminates the influence of human bis in shective method for making fhese comparative besad choicas.

conservalion decsions As ol species under this viewpont

poaseds vidue regardess of ther relstionahinp with pecple,
conservalicn chaces wil be made from a completely abjective
perspecive.

« Whan conamrvalion goals confiic! with economic or hurman interssis,

infrinsic wslue slone i3 leas likely 1o be tavoored a3 opposed jo momne
quarifiable elemernts auch 23 money or harman

* Viewing svery species sa having insisnuc value can result in he
doregard of thar rol in an ecosystem and prioriiang more scologcaly
redurtent specas.

» It encourages long-term protection. Conservation eficrls se
lesa Sholy to be affected by shifing econtemc o precticed
pricolies which could inedere with iong term prolection.

THE GASE OF THE SPOTTED OWI

CONCLUSION

+ Despite a appeaing philcacphicsl idesls, intricak: value s not s

strong basis for conservalion deciaions predominanily due to &2
practical limilafons.

+ Amore sutlable and balanced method (s the ‘nlegrty of systerma’

spproach, which focuses more oo ecoaysbems than single species

&2 well a3 considenng hunsn needs end incentives.

» Tha provides 2 more infegrated approach o conservelion which
Irfirinsic value slone has taled to achieve.

What Hoppenad?
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WHAT DOES A JUST WORLD
LOOK LIKE?

Theories of Justice

* Need based, * Goodness is * Justice is

any understood measured by
inequalities when we live the freedoms
within a it of the

system exist * Justice is an members of
only to favour unnatural society,
those who enactment instead of the
are least well- that we commodities
off within it. perform. they possess.

Theories are great, but if what if we enacted them?

Sustainable Development in a ‘Just World’

‘Sustainable Development™?

* To have people’s needs be met
in the present wathout getting in
the way of future generations

meeting thew needs.

* In a‘faw’ just society, development
should begn from the bottom up,
providing the poorest members of
society with the most aid.

in a ‘good” just soceety, development
beghns in the reconstruction of unjust
systems

in a ‘capable’ just world, afl members of
society are free in their capability to get
whatever it 1s they may nead.

"...how do we go about developing a thaory that will come to the aid of practical men and
women who are moved by their passion to work towards a more just world?”
S.R. Osmanl



1968 (UNESCO)

Sustainability is understood in
relation to the economy and
social issues.!']

1977 (Pirages)

Sustainable growth is understood by
focusing on economic growth that can be
supported by the physical and social

environments. [

1979 (Coomer)

Sustainable growth is understood
under explicit “self-perpetuating” !
limits imposed by the environment.”

Defining Sustainability: A
Timeline

1984 (Brundtland)

!- Sustainable Development: -E
| “Development that meets the needs of |
E the present without compromising the E
I ability of future generations to meet |
1 their own needs.” ¥ i
. J

Sustainable Development: A Bridge

The definition of sustainable development addresses
both environmentalism and productionism in its call
for progress. A key concept in environmentalism
includes minimizing harm to the Earth, as well as the
future wellbeing of people being synonymous with
the future wellbeing of the Earth. Sustainable
development does not focus exclusively on the
conservation of nature, but rather on the
maintenance of environmental resources for human
use.

Scope and Limitations

Sustainable development needs are not
universal. This definition assumes that we have
enough resources to meet our own needs and
those of future generations

References and Acknowledgment
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CI' he Tragedy of the Commons: Hardin vs Ostro@

(Fionn Munnelly)
,/ Hardin N

Premise (herdsman metaphor)
Each ‘rational’ herdsman will add an additional animal to the
COMMOnS sincea

+ he gains full benefit of additional animal,

¢ the burden of the additional animal is shared by the entire

COMMOons.

Result: the commons 5 overgrazed, i.e. the comman resource is
depleted for all herdsmen.

Application (overpopulation of the Earth)
# Unregulated population growth will lead to depletion of finite

resources and pollution of the enmvironment (the ‘global
COMMons’).

“Solution™ e involvement in family planning)
* ‘Freedom to breed will bring ruin to all”’
# Replace with ‘mutual coercion, mutally agreed uwpon)|
contradicting UN stance on family planning as a human right. /

4 Ostrom

Owerly simplistic / needlessly pessimistic to assume that humans
+ are unaware of the negative consequences of maxmising individual benefit or
+ assume the worst of other people and act accordingly in their own salf-interest.

Resourca depletion / deterioration of the commons can be avoided by cooperative,
community-based approaches which

* monitor resources,

+ balance cost/benefit for participants;

=+ resolve conflicts fairly and

+ use escalating punitive measuras for violations of mutual agreements. /

ﬁ;untemampla: Mamibian Communal Conservancies (Mijhuis) \

Conservancies are established/run by communitias in Mamibia with governmeant
approval.

Thoughtful management of wildlife, e g_ by
« regulation of hunting via quotas and game guards;
» directing hunting towards aggressive animals for community protection,

= establishing zones for settlement, farming, tourism etc.

« ™
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ENHANCING SOCIETY THROUGH SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY

Ella Murray, School of The benefits of public transport I
P=sychology ﬁ . '

Environmental Im,tmcr

Social Benefifs [5] &
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Sustainable development goals supported by use
of Public Transport
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=y Trinity College Dublin

o Caie M Ulhaty

N. The ry of Datdr

Codinnir roa Tinaw'nds

1. The Issue
L3 acoNMmIC

mesns me

W the neacts of the pe

Ethics of Mineral Extraction

lomeph Nicholas O'Nudl, School of Retgpon, Theoiogly, srd Pesce Studies, Trinity Collage, Outtin, idland, jonel230Mod x)

without compe

¥ 10 abdry of Mture generaSons to mest thetr own nesds ', than 3 ssteewc ahit N human atttude o

tow much, and nwhat sy, we produce and cotaumnes (1 reguired. Mow are geciog ety ethical decisons sbout minersd sxtracson o be informed by inaghts hom the world sslgorm?
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3. Anthropocentnc or Ecocantric
Ethics: an unhelpful distinction ?

A tmrmchy whee Sumass fawe dominon by dvine
mandsts ncludes minersl wdracuon, INce it 8 8 tourry
for human socstes and points to (e t. The fnancial
windfall from US of has been nterposted ax part of God™s
provdence shiowing unlimtsd growth irfinkaly expanced
by human ingeneity and technology’. ¥et extractng and
uzing Hheas Meaouces Soes ot actomatically cortnbute ©
rasbence Ang human cooperamon 5o work with nature
provect plarstary Boundarss and protect Siodhwvernaiy for
futorw gersrations could alsc e Interpreted A
providereal, dommon s cooperstion not domunabon
Geologata can facior shared valoss o decisions about
mocis ustcs and errdronerentsl reagrny

2. Nature as Creation

The supreme moosd principle In Judatem (Lev TR13],
Chrftarsty (Matt 7:12) and biam (Macith Anss ibn
Mali) ix %o o onto others x3 you would hawe tham
do o your the Golder Rule. The azscciated crestion
stores narats the ongn and nature of the snvene
in selations of opportunty cowenant, accountablity
= responstiity 1IQ33:72; Gen 2213 arxd the aarth
= good the place whan God and nature
ncourtered, 33 4 continues o unfold (O ) Gen
1:26-31) In Mndu religon the urtwense = ordered
g self-genenting. In Buddhtam thers are fow
Custion maratives, £ i the aslf that iz cemial,
oiwerce i3 3 grocess pazary trough coycler’.
Medeation tmraforms mothason 10 generowny,
lowing tindness and the wisdom than recoguses its
Intwdepercience weth the nat of the boaphene’
Relpous imgtmation of opionmon & well known,
20 too reaporaisie Mmewardship of maarsl raource
based on snfwcpoceniric and anthropocommic
sthce’. And in recent timas the image of earth rom
space, revesls the unigueneas and fogley of the
planet ard the depth of our rexpono b ley
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4. Anthropocosmic Ethics

Another conceptaaiiny that better places human acting in 3 sorkd
cormet i3 arthropoccoamic ethica®’. This e@rexees the He-
ey relstiorahip betwesn the worls the dhvice and the human
R tabus dlements fom Ducdnist, Chriatian, Corfucian, Mnd
mnd porrasl Pt ot [ te. They
mapect the webd of fe and s seapormuble for craation (Fy. 3
Anthmpocoenic sthics imapres valoes to nfusnce geoethics

5. The UN Framework

C cation (UNFC) and
Resource Management
Systam (UNRMS)

The UNIC and UNARNMNE [Ng. 4] sesk o align
the minersl cxtmciive indaatry with the UN
Saaminatdity Coals (SOGx). Ooly minersl
projects that are well defined, Sechmicaly,
srwronmantally, socially, snd econamically
fuasibin should be dewioped jsee UNFC)
The UNEMS viesss sustzinable mring =z o
serAce to zocety mhare matal eian thesr
hghext waloss 33 long s poxsibis in 2
orcule economy. Sustsisabiley @ scheved
inter alia by good gowermance, reuse and
moyching, socisl parttserships weth  local
communtas, aTaronmentsl protecton and
mirm st habial rectorstion.  Scatsnable
devsiopmert = a sharmd maporainy for
overy nabadusl slong the muning cycle supprly
chain
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6. Geoethics Response

PO LINSIE it N G ¥ i) Gt S0y Sanon. (Wi o S, 6 M k)

Geosthicx 13 defined m= “resssrch and reflaction on the valuss which underpin approgriate betaviowrs and practices, wharmwver human acinfies iteonct wih the Rarth sypetem™” |  concera 2 geciogat’s
maposaidiity n conscnox honest, collagal, mapecticl i the service of society, Tamparest on Emeronmentsl Impact and Sonourng the reptaceabdty and satursl SyneTics of Barth Syvierrs,
premarery and sven raxioong it for Ltue genenatars. The UN Rescurce Managemant Syatemn (Fig 4 provides s remework for approprane bebavowr, pmctices and valos jdgemants by geclogiats gusdod
By the cultural wisgiom scguired over mullesria and found i world religiors

7. Conclusion

Cacioggats s oy decimon-makors in mneral axtrac 5on acthvties. Researchers innatursl securce developmernt recog tve than 3 funcamerntsl changs |nhuman behawvioor i3 reguited § the destrocton of
Blodheraty and scoayRiem services = 10 be avoided. A commic woridvew. 3z coted n workd and bl religous treddons, nfuesces peopie of Meith, A geosthicel worlSvew, formesd by geciogists, snd
used n the tanng of geologats moukd cortrbote I grehcantly oo achirvng resporaitics snd mondly defwrnrtie saatxinabis miresd edracton
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Theory of Justice and
Sustainable Development

Solomuna Rohovska

Sustainable Development — “development that meeis the needs af the P.I'ETEH!‘ withoat
compromising the ability of fiture generations to meet their own needs . This includes such ‘ v
components as: secrity, economic development and social development. &

Rawls® Distributive Theory of Justice
Equal Oppertunbies and Disiribusive Justce

The wdea of egual opporfumtes can be reflacted through the
distributive justice concept, which provedes for the egual disernbanion
of goodsbundens according to negalive/positive contribulions o the
sinsation and o the needs. It is often true that those countries which do
nid contribute the most to the environmental problem mke the most it
in terms of the omeome of the actions of other smtes. Thus, when
talking about the needs of present and future geserations, those ane
refernsd o the needs of the word's pooar.

The theory of justice formulated by John Rawls incledes the idea that
apporuniles have to be distnbated in a manner that would take o
comaderation the “needs” of futwre generations. Therefore, the cument
pemeralion needs to take this mte account while using resources. This
has to be reflected in economic development tendencies.

Fnrragevierational Equity

This model of “distribative jostice™ was applied n Mockisng »
Lithieanie, where the EBuropean Court of Human Righis
(ECtHR) found that reduction of some welfare benefits was in the
public interest of profecting more valnerable groups i lmes of
SCONOMIC CrsE.

The Ewropean Coavention on Human Rights (ECHE) = a
framework which operates specifically to protect the nghts of people
who could not have their nghts protected effectively under natiomal
laws. Ireland 15 a sigmapory state o the ECHR and thus is bound by its
provisions. The guestion 5 how it i3 possable to use the framework
climaie change higaton and implement the wea of Bawls 1o conader
the meeds of future generations, sort of as disrbuotive justce o the
future.

Imiragenerational equity 15 an mieesting concept that essenbally
means that courts have to take mbe account the nesds of fulure
generations mn adjudicating the rights of mdividuals, The focus is on
how the deciswon would impact future generations rather than on the
human nghts of a particular person. In this sort of scemano, the court
wolld moa likely need to look at domestie law, as the BECtHR dad
recogmise m Mockiend that ot “finds & sanecal thar the srargin of
appreciation avalable o the egivlanre in implementing social and
econamic  policies should be a wide one and will respect the
tegislonre § fudgenment af fo what & i the peblic inleresr™ wrless thar
Juedgenent i manifesly withou? reasenable foundarion . |1 sets gquite a
high threshokd, becanse it 15 quite mprobable that the Court would find
any legislative deciswns o be “moamifestly withoo  reasonable
Jenpracltivor ©_

Evonomis developurenl o3 means oF a5 an end ?

= nﬁ"i’n"f’s ﬂ

Sen’s ldea of Justice

The problem with the theory of justice formulated
by Rawls for Amartya Sen was that it is i oand of
iself  possible w0 creale  Just  institulions.
According to Sen, the world can be less umjust
bui mever just. It s partially because just would
require & universal approach 1o justness, which is
not often the same depending on the social norms
of a partscular sociery.

Mozick's Libertarian Theory of Justice

Robernt Mozick, as opposed o Rawls, believes that
the distnbution of wealth through non-voluntary
transacions, such as redsinbutive taxaton, cannot
exist in modem society, bocanse wealth =5 not like
mamna fallme from heaven” His theory strongly
ermphasises property righis, aking as example
weas  of John Locke. However, both  the
Constitution of [reland and ECHRE revognmse that
property nghts are not absolute and can be lmited
for the common good by the state. Nozidk's theory
of justice approves the wea of chanty amd gifts,
meanmg vilontary transactbomns, which, on the
other hand, can play a role in environmental justice
by corporations adopting nspomsible  business
policies (ESG), but thar it iz done through
legislative mtervention, less <o through moral
obligations.
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Rawls beheved that economic development is viewed as a means o
achieving the goal of the estabhshment of just sastitutions, rather than
an end. Just instilutions, meanwhile, emure equality in opporiuniiies
by operating in an  environmentally sustxinable manner, whach
constiubes the basis of Rawl s theory of justice.
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A Coadjuvant
Relationship or
an Ethical
Dilemma?

A Pillar of Sustainable Food Systems?

A Sustainable Agriculture Perspective

Regenerative animal farming can enhance sofl fertlity,
reduce dependence on synthetic fertilisers. and support

blodiversity'. When livestock are integrated into
cropping systems, they help cycle mutrients and

contribute to local food security. The key challenge is

scaling up these practices to replace more harmful,
industrial models

Grazing animals help stimmlate plant growth. promoting
dioxide

healthier pastures that naturally sequester carbon
(C02) from the atmosphere. Unlike intensive factory

farms that require vast amounts of water for feed crops,

more sustainable systems rely on rain-fed pastures.
reducing water stress.

Depicted above,"Dehesas” in Spain offer a more ethical
alternative to factory farming. Dehesas are vast
agroforestry landscapes where animals like cattle and
Iberian pigs roam freely, graze on natural pastures, while
sustaining the rural economy. Dehesas maintain a diverse
understory of grasses and shrubs. This vegetation anchors

the soil, reducing runoff and subsequent putrient loss’.

Leo Schwartz

Welfare, Sentience, and Responsibility

The core ethical dilemma in animal agriculture is not just

welfare, but the inevitability of slaughter. While some
utilitarians argue that humane conditions justify animal

farming, a rights-based perspective rejects it outright®—
killing a sentient being, regardless of conditions, remains
an ethical violation.

q;!' Fif "’i’"
ﬂ

Some argue that it is to kill animals as
they possess lower intelligence and cannot communicate
complex emotions. However, if intelligence or
communication determined moral worth. on this basis some
humans (infants, cognitively impaired individuals) could also
be excluded, a position most would reject. If suffering is the
basis of moral worth, farmed animals endure fear, pain, and
distress—yet their rights are Even the meat”
argument fails to address this; as a well-treated animal is still
prematurely killed®. With plant-based and lab-grown
alternatives emergmﬁe(an animal abru.ultum still be

consi

The Dilemma

The challenge remains: can sustainable models like

Dehesas replace factory farming on a global scale, or is
true ethical reform only achievable by moving beyond

animal agriculture altogether?
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JUSTICE & SUSTAINABLE
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