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Trinity's Research Doctorate Awards 2026-27 – School-based


Applications for Trinity's Research Doctorate Awards 2026-27 – School-based – are now open.

The awards are open to incoming PhD students within the School of Natural Sciences*. The successful doctoral researcher will receive an annual stipend of €25,000 and the award will cover tuition fees (EU and non-EU) (excluding fees charged for student levies and charges). The School of Natural Sciences will have one award to allocate.

The application process will follow a three-stage process.

Stage 1: 
Candidates who wish to be considered for the award must identify a supervisor who agrees to supervise their PhD, and submit a completed application on SITS (please note this includes a non-refundable fee). Where relevant, students may also be required to provide evidence of English language proficiency.

Stage 2: 
Candidates and supervisors should submit required documentation to the Director of Postgraduate Teaching and Learning (Micha.Ruhl@tcd.ie) and the administrator (oatridgg@tcd.ie) no later than Sunday 19th of April, 2026.
 
Candidates must submit the following documentation in a single pdf:
· Academic record (Academic transcripts UG and (where applicable) PG)
· 2 page personal statement
· 2 page CV
· 3 page research proposal
Supervisors must submit the following documentation:
· 2 page supervisor statement (use provided template)
In addition, candidates must ensure that two references are submitted as part of their SITS application.

Stage 3:
Following the receipt of applications, the School will convene a panel to review and rank candidate applications. This is expected to take place in May 2026. Indicative ranking criteria are included in the table below.

Following this meeting, the highest ranked candidate will be offered the award. If the highest ranked applicant declines the award, it will be offered to the second ranked candidate, etc.


*Students who have already started a PG-research degree are not eligible to apply
	Criteria
	Marking
(total 100)
	Documentation (mandatory)
	What panel will be looking for:

	Academic suitability
(60)
	Academic Record
	20
	Academic transcripts (UG and PG)
	· That student reaches academic standard expected
· Modular results achieved throughout student’s career

	
	Exceptional achievement to date
	20
	Student personal statement (2 A4 pages max, minimum 12pt font, 1.5 line spacing) 

	Student personal statement should:
· Highlight their exceptional achievements at UG level (Showcasing the necessary doctoral characteristics)
· Include any awards / prior research experience 
· highlight the student’s interested in the topic and in studying at Trinity 
· That they have considered their career choice carefully

	
	
	
	CV (standard 2 page CV, minimum font 10pt)
	CV: as per standard 2-page CV

	
	References
	20
	2 standard references (SITS format)
	References should be personal, highlight the student’s character, assess suitability of candidate for doctoral study

	Research topic (40)
	Description: substantive and/or theoretical significance
	15
	1.5 page maximum (A4, minimum 12pt font, 1.5 line spacing)
	· The student should write / make significant contribution to the proposal. The contribution should be stated at the outset
· Brief synopsis of current state of knowledge in area
· Convince that this is a good topic for research and will enhance the current level of knowledge
· That impact of the project is sufficiently high
· Any collaborations with industry / other universities / government bodies

	
	Methodology: research design, strategy etc.
	15
	1.5 page maximum (A4, minimum 12pt font, 1.5 line spacing)
	· Evidence of student input into design and methodology
· Methodology is sound and achievable in timeframe
· Risks and contingency plans are included 
· Expected outcomes (above doctoral thesis) – papers, guidelines, standards, policy impact etc. 
· Dissemination of results (conference, presentations, contribute to blog, etc.) is suitable and will target appropriate audience
· That methodology, as described,  is accessible to technical but non-specialist panel 

	
	Supervisor statement
	10
	Supervisor personal statement (2 A4 pages max, minimum 12pt font, 1.5 line spacing)
	· Assessment of student’s ability for doctoral study 
· That the student is a good fit for research group / area / supervisor
· Any added value to supervisor’s current research interests that this project will provide

	Supplementary  documentation
	Mandatory:
	· SITS application (this will not be read by the panel  - this is for office use only to prove that the student has applied through the correct channels) 
· (if relevant) evidence of English language proficiency
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