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PhD studentship available on native Irish grasslands
We are seeking a highly motivated PhD candidate for a fully funded 4-year project. The PhD student will be supervised by Dr Jane Stout, Professor of Ecology, School of Natural Sciences, and co-supervised by Dr Catherine Farrell, Assistant Professor of Business and Nature, Trinity Business School, and Dr Maria Long, Grassland Ecologist at National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS).
Project Background and Description
The EU Habitats Directive listed habitat ‘Lowland Hay Meadows (6510)’ is a rare and threatened habitat type in Ireland now, in spite of it likely being among the most common grassland types just 50 years ago. Its decline has been precipitous, and so much work will be needed if its fate is to change. It supports some rare plants at some sites but is defined more so by a suite of relatively common species. It is the fact that these herbs and grasses occur throughout the sward that makes it stand out now, when the widespread intensification of agriculture means that most fields have generally been fertilised, or ploughed and reseeded. Examples of this habitat may remain where older farmers have not adopted newer farming techniques; where land is isolated or subject to constraints on agricultural intensification, such as flooding; or in areas protected from the need for agriculture to maximise profit, such as in old estates or publicly owned lands. This habitat is threatened by changes in land use, and in some cases by abandonment, and a number of data gaps currently hinder conservation efforts.   
To identify effective conservation measures for this threatened habitat, several questions need to be answered. These include:  
1. Where is the habitat found, and how can digital technologies by employed to distinguish this habitat type? 
2. Which areas might constitute ancient grassland, and what might be the best criteria for identifying them? 
3. How does mowing as a management technique impact on invertebrate communities? Can any changes/tweaks to typical mowing management methods be identified in order to better support invertebrate communities? 
4. Among the wider-countryside locations where this habitat is found (i.e. outside of parks/demesnes), where is most vulnerable, and why? 
5. Considering the learnings from all of the above, what are the recommendations for effective conservation measures for this habitat, and how can they be rolled out at local and national levels.  
Candidate Profile
The ideal candidate will:
· Hold at least an upper second class Honours Bachelor degree, preferably in Biology, Botany, Ecology, Environmental Science, GIS, or another related discipline.
· Be actively interested and involved in some aspect of Irish ecology and conservation.
· Have demonstrable skills in field-based ecology.
· Have demonstrable skills in data handling, analysis and research.
· Have the ability to apply multidisciplinary techniques to address hypothesis-driven questions.
· Have a full, clean driving licence, and ability to drive in Ireland.
· Work well in a multi-disciplinary team, and be able to work independently
· Meet the Trinity postgraduate entry requirements.
Funding
This is a 4-year PhD project funded by the Trinity Research Doctoral Award Scheme in collaboration with the National Parks and Wildlife Service and covers an annual tax-free stipend of €25,000, and student fees. 
Application procedure
Please send a CV and a 1-2 page personal statement detailing your interest in the project to Jane Stout stoutj@tcd.ie by 18th May 2026.
Your CV should include the name and contact details of two references. In your personal statement, please explain both why you are specifically interested in this PhD project and why you are a strong candidate to undertake it͘. 
Interviews will take place (online) during the week beginning 8th June 2026. 
Project start date 1st September 2026.
Please send all inquiries to Prof Jane Stout stoutj@tcd.ie.
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