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All-Ireland Multiple Sclerosis (AIMS) 
Research Network Symposium 2024  
A Joint All-Ireland and Northern Ireland MS Research Network Symposium 
Tercentenary theatre, Trinity Biomedical Sciences Institute,  
Trinity College Dublin - May 1st, 2024, 09.00 – 18.00 

 
Welcome & Opening Remarks         09.00 – 9.15  
Dr. Eric Downer (Trinity College Dublin)  
Ava Battles (MS Ireland) 
 
MS Ireland             09.15 – 10.00 
PPI perspectives on involvement in MS research  
 
Early career research flash talks          10.00 – 10.30 
 
Tea & coffee            10.30 – 11.00 
Clinical perspectives & research         11.00 – 12.50 
Dr. Hugh Kearney (SJH) “Measurement of the immune response to EBV in MS”   11.00 – 11.15 
Dr. Stella Hughes (Belfast HSC Trust) “Women’s health and MS”     11.15 – 11.30 
Dr. Orla Gray (UH) “MSBase: The Importance of Real Word Evidence in the MS Clinic”  11.30 – 11.45 
Dr. Maria Gaughan (SVUH) “Title TBC”         11.45 – 12.00 
Dr. Rachael Kee (Belfast HSC Trust) “Compartmentalised inflammation in MS: findings   12.00 – 12.15 

                                                     from a treatment naïve, post-mortem cohort” 
Dr. Gavin McDonnell (Belfast HSC Trust) “An update on MS clinical trials and collaborations 12.15 – 12.30  
                in Belfast”  
Q&A             12.30 – 12.50 
Lunch | Poster Display          12.50 – 14.00 
Research perspectives          14.00 – 15.30 
Dr. Eric Downer (TCD) “Cannabinoids take a toll on MS”      14.00 – 14.15 
Dr. Rebecca Maguire (NUIM) “The psychological impact of living with MS: Experiences of  14.15 – 14.30 

                     stigma and disclosure”        
Dr. Jill McMahon (NUIG) “The 3 Ms of MS Research: modelling, monitoring and mitigation. 14.30 - 14.45 
                                                Experiences from the University of Galway MS Research Group”   
Dr. Jennifer Dowling (RCSI) “Unraveling the role of miRNAs in Demyelination/Remyelination” 14.45 – 15.00 
Dr. Fiadhnait O'Keeffe (UCC) “Neuropsychology intervention for managing invisible symptoms 15.00 – 15.15 
                                                      of MS (NIMIS-MS) group: Evaluation of effectiveness, acceptability 
                                                        and feasibility in people with MS”  
Q&A             15.15 – 15.30 
Tea & coffee break           15.30 – 16.00 
Industry perspective           16.00 – 16.20 
Dr. Vincent Kelly (TCD & Azadyne Ltd) “How close is a cure for Multiple Sclerosis?” 
 
Keynote            16.20 – 17.00 
Dr. Brendan Kelly (SVUH) “Transforming the Imaging of Multiple Sclerosis with Artificial Intelligence” 
 
Reception            17.00 – 18.00 

REGISTER HERE 
https://NETMS2024.eventbrite.ie 
Free event with tea, coffee, lunch provided 
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