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About The Commercial Determinant of Health Lab

The Commercial Determinants of Health lab (Lab) was ‘ ;

established as a working group of the Healthy Trinity initiative : A 4 =

in 2024 under Trinity Sustainability Strategy Action 3.5.6.b: Y Healthy
“Review institutional practices to support healthy habits Qe Trinity

(including reducing consumption of alcohol, tobacco, ultra-
processed food)”.

The Commercial Determinants of Health Lab is a response to
the World Health Organization Commercial Determinants of
Health agenda whose task is to research and deliver public
health actions to limit the planetary and human health harms of the tobacco, alcohol and ultra-
processed food industries.

Submission

Trinity Taskforce on Academic and Institutional International Links and Related Matters asked the
following question in an all-College email on behalf of the Senior Dean on Monday, 2" December.

How do we balance individual academic freedom and institutional autonomy in Trinity College
Dublin?

The Commercial Determinants Lab recommends that the taskforce consider how the Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control could be extended to other external engagements and relationships
such as the ultra-processed foods and alcohol industries.

Specifically, 5.3 of the Framework Convention states that “In setting and implementing their public
health policies with respect to tobacco control, Parties shall act to protect these policies from
commercial and other vested interests of the tobacco industry in accordance with national law.”

Currently Trinity takes this approach to engagement with the tobacco industry. This provides a model
for other forms of engagement relating to Trinity’s research, teaching, and operational relationships,
including with the ultra-processed food and alcohol industries.
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https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/commercial-determinants-of-health
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/commercial-determinants-of-health
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/42811/9241591013.pdf?sequence=1
https://iris.who.int/bitstream/handle/10665/42811/9241591013.pdf?sequence=1
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For questions/comments:
Email Healthy Trinity on health.promotion@tcd.ie
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