Accessible Reading Lists

Use a sans serif font, e.g. Calibri. These fonts do not have
marks at the end of strokes and are therefore cleaner and less
distracting.

Use a text size of at least 12 point. N.B. A font size of at least
16 point is recommended for the visually impaired.

Use 1.5 spacing.

Where possible, avoid underlining or italicising text.

Left align text. Gaps produced by justified text can be
distracting.

Avoid using black text on a pure white background. Use a
cream background where possible.

Ensure that there is good contrast between the text and
background colour.

Avoid using colour to differentiate text. Screen readers will
not identify this differentiation.

Annotate reading lists to identify key themes and essential
texts.

Ensure that reading lists are closely related to the learning
outcomes of your module.

Ensure that you update your reading list annually. Ideally, the
library should possess multiple copies, or digital access to
texts which are recommended as ‘essential’. Dead hyperlinks
should be removed.

Please remember that students can find it distressing to try
and inform academic staff of access issues.



Bidé, J. (2015), Liberate My Curriculum. Available at: https://www.

Isesu.com/campaigning/student-reps/liberate-my-curriculum/

(Accessed 19 August 2021).

Brewerton, G. (2014) ‘Implications of student and lecturer qualitative
views on reading lists:a case study at Loughborough University,
UK’, New Review of Academic Librarianship, 20 (1), pp.78-90.

Available via TCD Stella Database.

Centre for Teaching and Learning, University of Oxford. (2021)

Designing Effective ReadingLists. Available at: https://www.ctl.

ox.ac.uk/effective-reading-lists (Accessed 19 August 2021).

Croft, D. (2018), ‘What is a Reading List For? A Guide for Module
Leaders on Aligning Reading with Learning Outcomes,” Oxford

Brookes University. Available at: https://radar.brookes.ac.uk

/radar/file/fe7ecca9-3a7f-4aa3b70c368d66d8al74/1/Reading

%20list%20guide.pdf (Accessed: 16 August 2021).

Douglas, K. et al. (2016) ‘Building reading resilience: re-thinking
reading for the literary studies classroom,” Higher Education
Research & Development, 35(2), pp. 254-266.

Available on TCD Library PCs via UK elD.


https://www.lsesu.com/campaigning/student-reps/liberate-my-curriculum/
https://www.lsesu.com/campaigning/student-reps/liberate-my-curriculum/
https://radar.brookes.ac.uk/radar/file/fe7ecca9-3a7f-4aa3-b70c-368d66d8a174/1/Reading%20list%20guide.pdf
https://radar.brookes.ac.uk/radar/file/fe7ecca9-3a7f-4aa3-b70c-368d66d8a174/1/Reading%20list%20guide.pdf
https://radar.brookes.ac.uk/radar/file/fe7ecca9-3a7f-4aa3-b70c-368d66d8a174/1/Reading%20list%20guide.pdf

Gibbs, G. and Simpson, C. (2005) ‘Conditions Under Which
Assessment Supports Students’ Learning,” Learning and Teaching
in Higher Education (1). pp.3-31.

Available via University of Gloucestershire Research Repository:

http://eprints.glos.ac.uk/

Lage, M.J,, Platt, G.J., and Treglia, M. (2000) ‘Inverting the Classroom:
A Gateway to Creating an Inclusive Learning Environment’, The
Journal of Economic Education, 31(1), pp.30 43.

Available via TCD Stella Database.

Lemanski, C. (2011) ‘Access and Assessment? Incentives for
Independent Study’, Assessment & Evaluation in Higher
Education, 36(5), pp.565-581.

Available via TCD Stella Database.

Loughborough University Library. (2021) Using the Library: Best

Practice for Reading Lists. Available at: https://www.lboro.ac.

uk/services/library/students/usingthelibrary/onlineresources/

creatingandupdatingreadinglists/bestpracticeguidelinesforrea

dinglists (Accessed 9 August 2021).


http://eprints.glos.ac.uk/
https://www.lboro.ac.uk/services/library/students/usingthelibrary/onlineresources/creatingandupdatingreadinglists/bestpracticeguidelinesforreadinglists/
https://www.lboro.ac.uk/services/library/students/usingthelibrary/onlineresources/creatingandupdatingreadinglists/bestpracticeguidelinesforreadinglists/
https://www.lboro.ac.uk/services/library/students/usingthelibrary/onlineresources/creatingandupdatingreadinglists/bestpracticeguidelinesforreadinglists/
https://www.lboro.ac.uk/services/library/students/usingthelibrary/onlineresources/creatingandupdatingreadinglists/bestpracticeguidelinesforreadinglists/

Stokes, P., and Martin, L. (2008) ‘Reading Lists: A Study of Tutor and
Student Perceptions, Expectations and Realities’, Studies In
Higher Education, 33(2), pp.113-125.

Available via TCD Stella Database.

Students’ Representative Council, University of Glasgow. (2013)

Accessible Formatting. Available at: https://www.glasgowstud

ent.net/campaigns/2013-2014/accessible-formatting/

(Accessed: 11 August 2021).

Trinity Disability Service. (2021) Adobe Acrobat — Guidelines for

Accessible PDFs. Available at: https://www.tcd.ie/disability/

teaching-info/TIC/materials/PDF-Documents.php (Accessed 15

August 2021).

— (2021) Guidelines for Accessible Web Design/Maintenance.

Available at: https://www.tcd.ie/disability/teachinginfo/TIC/

materials/Web-content.php (Accessed 15 August 2021).

— (2019) Microsoft Word - Guidelines for Accessible Documents.

Available at: https://www.tcd.ie/disability/teaching-info/TIC/

materials/Word-Documents.php (Accessed 15 August 2021).



https://www.glasgowstudent.net/campaigns/2013-2014/accessible-formatting/
https://www.glasgowstudent.net/campaigns/2013-2014/accessible-formatting/
https://www.tcd.ie/disability/teaching-info/TIC/materials/PDF-Documents.php
https://www.tcd.ie/disability/teaching-info/TIC/materials/PDF-Documents.php
https://www.tcd.ie/disability/teaching-info/TIC/materials/PDF-Documents.php
https://www.tcd.ie/disability/teaching-info/TIC/materials/PDF-Documents.php
https://www.tcd.ie/disability/teaching-info/TIC/%09materials/Word-Documents.php
https://www.tcd.ie/disability/teaching-info/TIC/%09materials/Word-Documents.php

— (2019) Reading Lists. Available at: https://www.tcd.ie/

disability/teaching-info/TIC/materials/reading.php (Accessed:

15 August 2021).

— (2020) What is Assistive Technology?. Available at: https://www.

tcd.ie/disability/teaching-info/TIC/materials/Web-content.php

(Accessed: 15 August 2021).

University of Reading. (2016) Accessible Reading Lists. Available at:

https://sites.reading.ac.uk/curriculum-framework/accessible

reading-lists/ (Accessed: 18 August 2021).

— (2016) Reading Lists and the Library. Available at:

http://www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/library/readinglistsandth

library.pdf (Accessed 18 August 2021).

Web Accessibility Initiative. (2019) ‘How to Meet WCAG* (Quick
Reference),” Web Accessibility Initiative, 4 October.

Available at: https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/ quickref/

(Accessed 18 August 2018).

*Web Content Accessibility Guidelines


https://www.tcd.ie/disability/teaching-info/TIC/materials/reading.php
https://www.tcd.ie/disability/teaching-info/TIC/materials/reading.php
https://sites.reading.ac.uk/curriculum-framework/accessible%09reading-lists/
https://sites.reading.ac.uk/curriculum-framework/accessible%09reading-lists/
http://www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/library/readinglistsandthelibrary.pdf
http://www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/library/readinglistsandthelibrary.pdf
https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/%09quickref/
https://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG21/%09quickref/

