The Peter McInerney M.Phil. Scholarship
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The School of English, Trinity College Dublin, is delighted to announce that the new Peter McInerney M.Phil. Scholarship is now open to applicants intending to begin their studies on the M.Phil. in Modern and Contemporary Literary Studies in September 2026.

Niamh O’Beirne (BA 1998), an alumna of Trinity College Dublin and graduate of the School of Languages, Literatures and Cultural Studies, has established the Peter McInerney M.Phil Scholarship in memory of her father Peter McInerney, an inspiring secondary school English teacher at St Mary’s Diocesan School in Drogheda and an enthusiast of the Romantic poets and 19th century literature.  The Scholarship is open to applicants to the M.Phil. in Modern and Contemporary Literary Studies.  The Scholarship will provide a sum of €5,000 towards fees. The inaugural successful applicant will be announced in May 2026 and the Scholar will commence their studies in September 2026. 


Selection Process
The School of English are pleased to award the Peter McInerney Scholarship to the applicant of the highest academic calibre who would not be able to complete the M.Phil. in Modern and Contemporary Literary Studies without financial support.  Each applicant will be asked to provide: 

• Cover letter explaining why they are applying for the Scholarship; 

• Confirmation of their current financial position;

• Confirmation that the student is not in receipt of another merit-based postgraduate  
award providing financial support towards fees and/or stipend;

• Confirmation of whether the applicant is a dependent student (living with parents /  
guardian) or independent student (evidence of bills in own name);  

• Confirmation of whether the applicant has ever been in receipt of a Student  
Universal Support Ireland (SUSI) grant at undergraduate/postgraduate level,  
specifying the level of award and period over which the applicant was in receipt of  
support.  


On the basis of the information submitted, the applications will be assessed by a selection panel comprising the Director of Research, the Director of Postgraduate Teaching and Learning, and one other member of the School. Personal information and documents relating to applicants will be deleted following the assessment process. 
 
Applications and all supporting materials must be forwarded (in or attached to the same email) to the School’s Director of Postgraduate Teaching and Learning, Dr Alice Jorgensen, no later than 31 March 2026.  
 
Email: EnglishDPTL@tcd.ie 
 
The subject heading should read: ‘Peter McInerney Scholarship Application 2026’. Incomplete applications and applications sent after this deadline will not be considered. Your application for the MPhil must also be fully completed by 31 March 2026. 
 
The successful applicant will be notified in May.
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