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E. Piazzoli, R. Jacobs, G. Scally

Digital Displacement
Re-inventing Embodied Practice Online During the COVID-19 
Pandemic

 • Documents a historical phenomenon in arts education, that of 
switching to online practices as a result of Covid-19

 • Presents eleven case studies that cover a range of arts practices 
including dance, drama, film and voice

 • Works towards a framework and shared understanding of new 
online education practices

This book conceptualises the novel notion of ‘digital displacement’: the sudden 
pivoting to online technology in education caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. The book 
documents this historical phenomenon in education and discusses the consequences 
for educator practice and educational strategies, in particular arts-based educators. 
Its content and scope cover both practice-based and academic frameworks, offering a 
scholarly investigation of the effect of the pandemic on embodied work, including 
drama, music, voice, dance and film, through a series of seven case stud-ies. The book 
also examines embodied online practice with a view to how COVID-19 has changed 
this in the long term.  Erika Piazzoli is an assistant professor in Arts Education at Trinity 
College Dublin, the University of Dublin, Ireland. Her practice and research include 
drama, music and dance in second language education; arts-based methods and 
embodiment in language teacher education. Erika has facilitated arts-based projects in 
Italy, Australia and Ireland. She is co-editor of the Scenario journal and author of 
Embodying Language in Action (Springer). Rachael Jacobs is a lecturer in Creative Arts 
Education at Western Sydney University, Australia, and a former secondary arts 
teacher (Dance, Drama and Music). Her research interests include creativity and 
assessment, language acquisition through the arts and decolonised approaches to 
embodied learning. Rachael has facili-tated art projects in community settings all over 
Australia, including in refugee communities, in prisons and in women’s refuges. Garret 
Scally is a lecturer and applied theatre practitioner-researcher at the  […]
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