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Presentation Overview 

1. Overview of rail and Iarnród Éireann

2. Drivers of rail demand – the ‘Why’

3. Rail2050 Strategy - the ‘What’

4. Implementing Rail2050 – ‘When and How’

5. A new future for rail freight in Ireland?



Our Network 
& Services 

>5,000 Train 

Services run weekly 

147 Stations served 

countrywide

670 Carriages 

in our fleet

Over 1 million 
passengers carried weekly 

>350,000 train km 

weekly 

2,400 km in our 

network 5,300+ Employees

Departure 
Howth

09.26

IÉ Overview
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Comparisons with European railways

Rail accounts 
for 3% of 

passenger 
journeys, 8% 

across Europe, 
less than 1% 

for freight

Less than 3% 
of network is 

electrified, 
57% across 

Europe

All rails lead to 
Dublin, with 
interregional 

accounting for 
less than 0.5% 

of rail trips

Primarily a 
single track 

network, with 
only 20% 

double track 
from Cork to 
Dublin and 

Belfast
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Frontline roles
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Engineering
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Career opportunities

Recruited 
close on 

500 people 
last year
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Drivers of Demand
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5.5m

Population continues to grow

Population growing 
by 1-2% per annum
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New housing requirements

Occupied housing stock 
projections for Ireland by 2065

Question is where 
should all these 
houses be built?

A million+ new 
houses to be 
built by 2050
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Congestion in our cities 
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Need to significantly reduce carbon emissions from transport

Transport 
emissions have 
grown from 9% 
of total in 1990 
to now over 
20%

Emissions from transport have been increasing over the past 30 years



Rail Strategy



Our Vision for Rail

For freight as well 
as passengers
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Rail2050 – Iarnród Éireann Strategy

Rail2050 

Aligns with the All-Island 
Strategic Rail Review 

https://youtu.be/fODAHnpIxuo


16

Key customer enhancements

Journey time reductions 
of 25% - 35%

Doubles service frequencies

Sample frequency changes



Connolly

Heuston

Heuston  

West

Hazelhatch  

& Celbridge

Howth  

Junction

Howth

Maynooth

Woodbrook

Malahide

M3 Parkway

Drogheda

Spencer Dock

Greystones

LEGEND

Interchange

Irish Rail Network  

New Train Station

4.5K 14K

DART+ West

DART+ Coastal North

11.4K 13.7K

DART+ Coastal South

7.2K 14.4K

DART+ South West

5K 20K

DART+ All Lines 
Passenger Capacity Enhancements

28K  62K

.

Capacity Enhancement

DART+ projects
•West - Maynooth and M3 Parkway to the City Centre
•South West - Hazelhatch & Celbridge to the City Centre
•Coastal North - Drogheda to the City Centre
•Coastal South - Greystones to the City Centre
• Fleet - purchase of new fleets to increase train services

DART services 

max every 6 mins

DART services max 

every 5.5 mins DART services 

max every 5 

mins

DART services max 

every 6.5 mins



Testing DART+ fleet
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Cross City Connection, providing 
direct connection from south and 
west with Dublin city centre and 

northern line via tunnel

Four tracking Connolly - 
Malahide

Investment in Dublin for national benefit

Navan connection
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Key projects across the island of Ireland

Colbert  Stat ion L imer ick  has  
been redevelopment  as  an 
intermodal  t ransport  hub

Trans l ink  have  
opened a  new 
Grand Belfast  

Centra l  Stat ion

A new Nat ional  Tra in  
Control  Centre has  been 
constructed at  Heuston 

Stat ion and is  prepar ing  to  
enter  operat ions  

W a t e rford C i t y  a n d  C ou nty  
C ou nci l  i s  b u i ld ing  a  n e w c e n tra l  
s t a t ion a s  p a r t  o f  a n  i n t e gra ted 

t r ansport  hub  f or  t he  c i t y  

A comprehens ive  programme to 
develop a  Cork  Commuter  ra i l  
system is  progress ing at  pace

Galway  stat ion is  be ing  redeveloped

An hourly Enterprise 
service, between Dublin 

and Belfast, has been 
introduced

National programme to 
upgrade signalling systems 
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Network interventions include

Four tracking Hazelhatch to 
Portarlington

Four tracking Connolly to Malahide

Separate slow 
from fast

Double tracking 
Portarlington to Athlone 
and Athenry to Galway

Double tracking 
Maynooth to 

Mullingar 

Double tracking Limerick 
to Limerick Junction

Double tracking Cherryville 
Junction to Kilkenny

Double tracking core 
corridors

Circa 600km of new track

Reinstating retired and 
building new lines

Reinstating the Athenry 
to Claremorris line

Reinstating Waterford to 
Wexford line

Reinstating the 
Mullingar to Athlone

Electrification of all core 
intercity lines – c. 700km



Implementing Rail2050
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Implementation Programme

Aligned with key national 

policies

€35bn
Indicative incremental investment

Delivers incremental benefit with 

each initiative implemented for a 

combined transformative impact 

2040

Project 
Ireland 2040

2030

National 
Development 
Plan 2022 – 

2030

2050

National 
target to 

get to zero 
emissions

‘Three Decades of Delivery’
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Implementation Planning

Stakeholders collaborating to 
prepare for implementation

European 
Investment 

Bank, for the 
Department of 

Transport

National 
Transport 
Authority

Iarnród Eireann



Rail Freight



The Present

Rail transports 
containers and pulpwood 
from west of Ireland 
locations to Waterford 
and Dublin Ports



EU Comparison
Ireland lags all other  
European countries in use 
of rail for freight transport



0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

1
9
8
1

1
9
8
2

1
9
8
3

1
9
8
4

1
9
8
5

1
9
8
6

1
9
8
7

1
9
8
8

1
9
8
9

1
9
9
0

1
9
9
1

1
9
9
2

1
9
9
3

1
9
9
4

1
9
9
5

1
9
9
6

1
9
9
7

1
9
9
8

1
9
9
9

2
0
0
0

2
0
0
1

2
0
0
2

2
0
0
3

2
0
0
4

2
0
0
5

2
0
0
6

2
0
0
7

2
0
0
8

2
0
0
9

2
0
1
0

2
0
1
1

2
0
1
2

2
0
1
3

2
0
1
4

2
0
1
5

2
0
1
6

2
0
1
7

2
0
1
8

'0
0
0
 T

o
n
n
e
s

Rail freight ‘000 
Tonnes per annum 

1981 -2018 

The Past! 



The Future? We published a Rail Freight 2040 Strategy 
late 2021, based on five development pillars



Rail Freight

New wagons 
ordered

Potential locations for 
intermodal terminalsNew intermodal rail freight terminal 

at North Wall, delivered as a 
collaboration between Dublin Port  

and Iarnród Éireann

Example of a 
modern integrated 
intermodal terminal 
and logistics centre



Foynes

Port

Port of 

Waterford

Rosslare 

Europort

Dublin 

Port

31

All-Island Strategic Rail Review made following 
recommendations for rail freight development 

A rail freight corridor?



Establishing rail as the backbone of Ireland’s sustainable transport system

Delivering today’s railway. Building tomorrow’s. Planning for our future.
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