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Introduction to the TCD Sense Map

The TCD Sense Map is an interactive digital tool that provides students, staff and visitors access to updated
information about Trinity College Dublin’s campus, with a focus on student-perspective, facilities available, and
the sensory experience of the university.

This guide provides all the information relating to the Sense Map and how to access it.

For any questions or concerns relating to the TCD Sense Map and Project please contact klewis@tcd.ie.

The map is found online at https://tcdsensemap.ie/

Guide Overview

Directory for all the information regarding using the Sense Map.
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Map Basics

When you first load onto the map, you’ll be greeted with a familiar outline of the main trinity campus and its
buildings, you’ll also notice lots of colourful symbols that represent the location of student spaces. The TCD
Sense Map makes use of many commonly used symbols while also providing many new or specific meanings to
symbols within the context of the map and its functions.

Figure 1, The TCD Sense Map displaying Trinity's main campus buildings, with colourful icons representing various student
spaces (July 2024)

Map Colours & Design

The foundation map consists of a simple colour scheme that
represent Buildings, Pathways and Grasslands.

Student Space

DR @
©®

Figure 2, A selection of icons representing different

types of student spaces within the college. Figure 3, A section of the map highlighting foundational
colours—green for grass, blue for buildings, and yellow
for pathways.
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Interacting with the Map

You can move around the map, zoom in and out, and interact with buildings or space icons. More information

can appear when you zoom in, giving you more details, building names and locations of spaces. You will also

find buttons on the edge of the screen, one for controlling visible layers in the top right, and one for accessing
the Search Engine. You can also find jump pads, which can be used to travel to areas far away from the main

campus, such as Trinity Halls.

Zoom & Labels

You can use the zoom button, your mouse
wheel, or by pinching on touch screen
devices to, to zoom into the map and
enhance your view of some of the smaller
details on offer.

As you get closer you will see labels for
buildings and other facilities appear. Most
core buildings should appear first, with other
building labels appearing once you are much
closer.

You can interact with a building by pressing
on it or hovering over it. The colour of the
building will change from blue to pink when

selected.

)

(@, 100% Zoom )

Figure 4, Diagrams illustrating the effects of zooming in and out on map
details, and how to interact with buildings.
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+ Zoom { Map Buttons} " Layer
Controls Controls There are many buttons found in the

corners of the map that can make
finding the right information much
easier.

These buttons include controls for the
Zoom, Layers, and access to the Map

J : Search Page as well as a Legend for

L_m 4 m—l the Map.
[ Show Map Legend] [ Open Search Page]

Figure 5, A diagram showing functional buttons positioned in the four corners of the map.

Layers

You can use the layer controls to filter spaces by type, allowing you to clearly see spaces across the map.

~layers|

Use layers to filter what
types of spaces are
visible on the map.

Controls

]
QO Sports Space

Figure 6, An illustration demonstrating the use of layers on the map.
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Map Search Page

The map has a built-in search engine for finding buildings and spaces. You can also filter your options to only
show areas with specific facilities. You can then click on one of the results to open the page of that building or
space.

Return to Map}

TCD Sense Map

[ Search Bar ” Search for a building or space...

[FI I te r O ptio n Sﬁshowing 170 results

1937 Postgraduate Reading Room
1937 Reading Room, The 1937

Unattached building used for postgraduate study and events. Shaped in an octagon plan layout, the building comprises a lower ba...

1937 Reading Room
1937 Postgraduate Reading Room

The kitchen in the 1937 is a space to eat, sacialise and relax, It has a mi... @ @ 0 m @ @ o

1st Floor Seating, Arts Building

Arts Building
Results The seating areas inthe Art Buiking's 1= Floor offer avarety o seain. 00QPOOO

2nd Floor Seating, Arts Building
Arts Building

The 2nd Floor Seating Area in the Arts Building offers a variety of casual... @ e m @ @ @

5th Floor Garden
Arts Building

The 5th Floor Garden in the Arts Building is a tranquil rooftop garden o... e @ @ m @ @ @

Space Facilities]

Figure 7, An explanation of the features on the Search Page, including the search bar, filter options, results, and space
facilities.

Jump Pads James pital

You might spot these pink arrows on the
map, they are here to allow you to jump
across to an area that is far away from the
main campus, such as the Trinity Halls or the
Trinity St. James’ campus.

Ry

Figure 8, An image of two jump pads on the map, providing quick
access to St. James Campus and Trinity Halls.
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Building Pages

All buildings that can be interacted with on the Map or found in on the search page have their own Building
Page. This page provides detailed information on buildings, the sensory and physical environment, as well as
facilities and resources found within the building.

Go to Map
) Return to Map ) Search Page

TCD Sense Map

Arts Building

Also Known as: Arts Block

(Show on Map B,

The Asts Building is a central hub for the Faculty of Arts, Humanities,
and Social Sciences, offering a wide range of academic and social
spaces. On the ground floor, you'll find large lecture theatres, seating
areas, and a coffes shop. The upper floors house various departments,
seminar rooms, classrooms, and affices, providing a vibrant

t for leamning and collaboration. [Ground Floor]: Large

(Photo of Building)

- - Lecture Theatres: Equipped with modern audicvisual technology to
Descrl tl On Of enhance the learning experience. Seating Areas: Comfortable spaces
for students to relax or study between dlasses. Coffee Shop: A popular

spot for grabbing a quick coffee or snack. [Upper Floors}

- - Departments: Home to a variety of departments within the Faculty of
Bu I Id I n Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences. Seminar Rooms and Classrooms:
Designed for smaller, interactive sessions and seminars. Offices: Faculty
and administrative offices are located througheut the building.
Student Spaces © F 'I i
e S e bkl pace raciiaes
@ e 00DO 00
@ 060000
Spaces found 060006
W|th in th 1S 15t Foor Seating, Ars Buiding OO0POOO
Building @ 00000
@ v 0090

Figure 9, An explanation of the Building Page features, including a photo of the building, description, and the spaces and
facilities within.

The top of the page contains the basic information on what the front of the building looks like, some
description of what commonly used teaching spaces or facilities are within, and a button to highlight where
the building can be found on the map.

There is also an interactive list of all the spaces housed within the building, you can select these to go to their
space pages. These are accompanied by facility indicators which are useful in informing on what’s available
within the space.
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Space Types

Spaces are usually notable sites across the campus that may provide some function or resource for students.
Spaces are categorised based on their primary purpose and style of usage, these categories try to capture the
ideal and observed nature of the spaces. Here are the categories and what they mean.

Study Spaces

These are spaces where students can study and work on assignments, these areas are
usually quiet and may have access to resources such as books or computers. Generally,
you shouldn’t socialise or have lunch in these areas, and while they are quiet the strict
atmosphere may not be relaxing to all. These spaces are typically found in libraries or
designated study areas.

Respite Spaces

Respite spaces are dedicated, usually individual and sometimes bookable, rooms or small
spaces where a student can go to relax and be at peace, either as part of their daily
routine, or if the need arises. These spaces tend to be cosy, providing low stimulation,
soft and relaxing furniture, with the aim of bringing peacefulness to students in need.

Social spaces are areas where students can socialise, have some food, collaborate on
projects, and engage in a higher-energy environment. These spaces tend to be larger,
more open, and attract many students all day long, particularly during the lunch when
students look for places to sit and eat, or catchup with friends.

Quiet Spaces

Quiet Spaces are areas that tend to have low levels of noise and provide peacefulness
to students. Usually smaller, allowing students to socialise, study or have lunch in peace.
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Outdoor Spaces

Outdoor areas give students the space to connect with nature and feel more relaxed in
the open fresh air. These areas would have seating of varying scales, allowing for
versatile use. Students can socialise, eat, or just be at peace surrounded by nature.

Society Spaces

Society spaces are vibrant hubs where student societies gather to host events, socialize,
and engage in various activities. These spaces are essential to campus life, offering
dedicated areas for society members to collaborate, plan events, and connect with
others who share similar interests. Whether it's for meetings, workshops, or social
events, these spaces play a crucial role in enriching the student experience and fostering
a sense of community.

Sports Spaces

Sports spaces are areas dedicated to physical activities and fitness, where students can
engage in sports, exercise, and recreational activities. These spaces include gyms, sports
fields, and courts, providing facilities for both individual workouts and team sports. They
are designed to support a healthy and active lifestyle, fostering a sense of community
and well-being among students.
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Space Pages

This page provides detailed information for spaces, the sensory and physical environment, as well as facilities
and resources found within.

Go to Map
”{ Return to Mapj Search Page

TCD Sense Map

JCR Hamilton

Also Known as: JCR Bank
Social Space — Hamilton Insttute

[Show on Map B se=
Description
The JCR Hamilton Z6n Mac Léinn, is an ideal social space for students
= . to relax, have lunch, and socialize. Equipped with microwaves, a fridge,
and a kettle. this e 15 perfect for prepanng and enjoying meals.
escription O Ofeing vty of i optiesslati o both group s
individuals. Additionally. tf are it idual rooms downstairs

[ Photo of Space ]

ot 54 ind chain quiet environment for
Space studying. working on assignments. or attending remote classes.

Facilities

The JCR Hamilton provides numerous Multy pnu g sockets are You are wekome to bring your own food

seating options to accommodate different and drinks to E

needs and preferences. Wheth s equipped w

- looking 1o sit with a group of friends or meals, a sink
Detalled preler & more sclry et youtl 8 hot beverages: These acites m
comfortable chairs, sofas, and tables easy to prepare and enjoy you
designed to create a welcoming and comfortable setting.
InfOrmation flexible environment.

A kettle is available in the JCR Hamilton There are microwaves are available in the

for students to use, making it convenient JCR Hamilton, allowing you to heat up

to prepare hot drinks like tea or coffee. your meals and enjoy hot food during

your time in the space. u

seat please note that
acces s individual rooms

Figure 10, An overview of the Space Page, showing a photo of the space, description, and detailed information on its
facilities.

The top of the page contains the basic information on what the space looks like, some description of what
commonly used facility is within, and a button to highlight where the space can be found on the map. There is
a detailed section that explores specific facilities, such as seating, electricity, eating, and the availability of
kettles and microwaves.

Seating Electr|C|ty Eating m m

Eating and drinking| |Eating and drinking
IS allowed IS NOT allowed
Figure 11, Icons representing facilities within

Available Available Space spaces, with green indicating availability and red

Kettles Mlcrowaves Acce55|ble indicating unavailability.
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A detailed guide to the sensory environment and the
physical access, information on wayfinding and
usually a link to any wayfinding videos can be found
lower down on the page for buildings and spaces.

Sensory Experience

This is a detailed description that aims to
capture the core aspects of the sensory
experience within this building or space.
Depending on the page this might provide
helpful guides on how to mitigate any known
issues, or to prepare someone for that
experience in advance.

Wayfinding

This offers an overview of how to navigate to this
space or general orientation features within a
building. It may provide practical tips for navigating
the space, highlight any potential challenges, and
suggest strategies for improving the overall
wayfinding experience. There is usually a wayfinding
video embedded or linked to accompany this

information.

Physical Access

This provides an in-depth examination of the
physical accessibility features present in this
building or space. It covers essential aspects
such as the availability of ramps, elevators,
and accessible restrooms, as well as the design
of pathways and entrances.

disAbility

Sensory Experience Wayfinding Physical Access

At busy times, the building can become quite crowded, especially
within the stairwells, leading to consistent contact with other
people. However, there are designated quiet and respite areas for
those needing a break from the hustle and bustle.

Sensory Experience Wayfinding Physical Access

This space can be found above the security hut in the East End of
the Hamilton Building. There is a staircase leading up to it. There
is a lift that can bring you to the right floor of the Panoz to access
this space, found in the middle of the main hall area.

Youtube Shorts Video

Sensory Experience  Wayfinding Physical Access

Accessible Entrances: Both the first and second-floor entrances
are accessible. The main front entrance features a ramp, and the
entrance to the coffee dock on level 1 is on level access.

Lifts and Staircases: The building is served by four staircases
located at different points, a platform lift, and a passenger lift,
ensuring easy access to all floors.

Accessible Toilets: Available on all floors.

Changing Places Toilet: Located on level 2 near the attendants
desk.

Lecture Theatres: All theatres on levels 2 and 3 have loop systems
and power automated doors, ensuring accessibility for all
students.

Figure 12, The Sensory Experience and Physical Access
section of the Arts Building page, alongside the Wayfinding
section of the Pharmacy Mezzanine page (July 2024).

11



@ Xz TCD Sense
Think Sense, Think Sensory...

disAbility

Opening, Closing and Access Information

This provides essential details about the operating hours and access protocols for this building or space. It
includes information on regular opening and closing times, any variations for holidays or special events, and
specific access requirements, such as a building that is only meant for postgraduate students.

It may also offer guidance on to access the area after hours or provide information for more unique situations
across the diverse range of places on campus.

Mon-Fri Saturday Sunday & Public Holidays
08:00 - 22:00 Closed Closed

Access is by swipe card only after 18:00 and at
weekends.

Figure 13, The Opening and Closing section of the Arts
Building page (July 2024)

Access Tips

Access tips are core aspect of the student perspective that the TCD Sense Map is constructed around. These
tips are submitted mainly by students, and provide a unique, and often missed piece of insight into how this
area functions, breathing life into these pages.

This part of the page invites students to contribute to the information provided by submitted their own
perspective and view on the area. It allows for reporting on issues, providing helpful tips, and suggesting
improvements. You can submit your own tip to any page using the Submit a Tip link. Tips are reviewed before
publishing onto the page, you can also get in touch with us for any questions regarding this process.

Access Tips | Submit a tip

If possible plan to go through this area outside of times at the start and end of the hour (for example 10:10)
There is a lift located at the back of the building as an opticn to stairwells for students to use.

There are three stairwells in the Arts Building with the least busy and the far end of the building.

There is a roof garden on the fifth floor

There is enclosed high back sofas in many of the open areas on the upper floors

Figure 14, The Access Tips section of the Arts Building page (July 2024).
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Further Information, Links and Gallery

This section provides a wealth of additional
resources and visual insights related to this
building or space. It includes a curated
collection of images that showcase key
features, layout, and ambiance, helping
familiarise the environment. There is also a
directory of external links to official

department websites and other relevant

materials for deeper exploration.

Further Information & Links

The Arts Building houses the Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Sccial Sciences and many of it's schools:

English
Histories and Humanities

Languages, Literatures and Cultural Studies

Linguistic, Speech and Communication Sciences

Social Sciences and Philosophy

Social Work and Social Policy

Figure 15, The Further Information & Links section of a page.

Gallery images are taken from college sources, however if you wish to add to the gallery please get in touch.

Gallery

arts building seminar room

arts building lecture hall

arts building indoors

Figure 16, The Gallery section of a page.
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