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Invention Disclosure Form

	The signed form should be submitted to:

Senior Patent & Licensing Manager Technology Transfer Office, Trinity Research & Innovation, O’Reilly Institute, COLLEGE 

Email: gordon.elliott@tcd.ie
Ext: 4151


Note 1. This Invention Disclosure Form (IDF) enables Trinity Research & Innovation (TR&I) to evaluate patentability and commercial potential of the invention. Public disclosures may impact the ability to obtain patent protection, thus inventions need to be disclosed to TR&I prior to presenting or publishing research results.
Note 2: Under the terms of the IP Policy https://www.tcd.ie/about/policies/assets/pdf/intellectual-property-policy.pdf, Trinity owns research-derived intellectual property, and TR&I is the sole unit in Trinity with responsibility for commercial exploitation in accordance with the IP Policy and the terms and conditions of the relevant funding agency/ies.
Note 3: All sections of this form must be completed in full and signed before evaluation of the invention can begin.  TR&I will make the final decision as to whether or not a patent application is to be filed on the invention, based on amongst other things - the commercial prospect, the prior art, further research funding required, etc.
Note 4: The information detailed within is used to assess ownership of intellectual property rights and of rights to subsequent royalties. Failure to provide full and accurate information may jeopardise or invalidate any subsequent patent application.
Note 5: Documents describing novel intellectual property should always be marked ‘CONFIDENTIAL’.
Note 6: Unsigned IDFs will NOT be reviewed until signed
	Lead Inventor/principal investigator: 


	school/institute/centre:



	date: 



	Title of Invention: ___________________________________________



Section A
	1.
Technical Description


This must be comprehensive and include how the invention works, describing in detail how to perform the experiments which demonstrate the invention.  The description should try to answer the question “what problem does the invention solve?” Any drawings, photos or prototypes should also be included.

· Layman’s summary of the invention (addressed to a non-science graduate) and it’s use:
· Technical description of the invention: [attach accompanying manuscript if possible in addition to the technical description]
· Problem(s) addressed by the invention:
· Existing solutions to the problem(s): [include references to publications or patents (including your own) that you are aware of and consider to be closest to the new invention]
· Key aspects of the invention which make it unique, surprising, novel and its advantages over the existing solutions /prior art:
	2.
Potential Commercial Application(s)


Please indicate possible commercial uses or applications of the invention either in the long or short term.

· Potential commercial application (products, processes, services, or research tools based on the invention):
· Individuals, Companies and/or institutions which may be interested in developing such products, processes, research tools, or services:
· Consumer base for such products, processes, services or research tools:
	3.
Additional Information and Comments


Section B
	4.
Disclosures


Valid patent protection depends on the invention not having been previously disclosed to the public in any way; therefore this section should include details on any existing or planned disclosures, including any of the following:

Abstract, Poster, Paper, Thesis, Dissertation, Media, Lecture/Seminar, Internet, or discussion with others outside of TCD.
	a) Has the invention been described in whole or in part, in a printed or online publication (including abstracts, theses, GenBank or other public database submissions e.g. ArXiv, BioRxiv)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


	If yes, please give date & details of publication:

Journal name & website:



	b) Has a manuscript describing the invention, in whole or in part been submitted for publication, or will it be?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
	Please state the actual or expected date of submission:



	c) If a manuscript has already been submitted, has it been accepted for publication yet? [Please be aware that it is now common for abstract to be available on the website long before full publication]
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


	Please state the name of the journal & website

	d) Is the invention in whole or in part the subject of a current grant application for funding?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
	Submission Date:
Funding agency:


	e) Has the invention been disclosed in whole or in part, by any of the contributors/inventors in a public setting such as a poster session, meeting, seminar, conference or tradeshow?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


	If yes, under what circumstances:
Poster

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Talk
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Seminar
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Date:


Event:




	f) Has the invention been disclosed in whole or in part, by any of the contributors/inventors in a private setting such as a conversation with colleagues outside TCD or interaction with a company?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


	If yes, please give circumstances:

Date:


Location:

Was there a Non-disclosure Agreement (NDA) in place?
Yes:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

No
 FORMCHECKBOX 



Section C
	5.
Third Party Property


Was any aspect of the invention made possible, in whole or in part by the use of information, materials, equipment, software or the like obtained from individuals other than the contributors in Section D or from institutions (i.e. either commercial entity or another academic institution) other than TCD? Please read through the whole section before answering yes/no below.
Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

No
 FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, please check all below which apply:
	Information

N/A  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Was this information publicly available?

                                      Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Please explain/give details

	
	Obtained under an NDA?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	
	Obtained in the course of consulting or advisory activities, or another relationship with a company
                                      Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	Tangible Materials

N/A  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Was this item:


	Please explain/give details

	
	Purchased for research purposes only?
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	
	Purchased on a commercial basis?

Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	
	Obtained as a gift or by informal agreement                       Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	
	Obtained under a Material Transfer Agreement (MTA)             Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	Software

N/A  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Type of Software?
Open source                    Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Proprietary                      Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Commercial licence/Other Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Was the item: 
Purchased?                      Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Obtained as a gift or by informal agreement                       Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Please explain/give details


	Please provide copies of all relevant contracts (MTAs, NDAs, Software Licence Agreements, etc.) and evidence of any informal agreements.

Please provide details of materials shared with others.


	6.
Literature and Patent Search


Required
a) Please list keywords or terms relevant to the invention:
	· 

	· 

	· 

	· 

	· 


b) Please identify other academic or industry researchers working in the field of the invention (your close competitors):

	· 

	· 

	· 

	· 

	· 


c) Please attach manuscripts and copies of all contributors’/inventors’ papers and abstracts which are relevant to the invention, either as background or as disclosures and which would assist TR&I in its evaluation of the Invention.
d) Please search PubMed, MedLine or other appropriate literature databases for publications relevant to the invention, using keywords and the competitor academic and/or industrial researchers’ names outlined above. Please attach the results.
Optional
e) Please attach copies of competitors’ papers and abstracts, review articles, key papers in the field, and any other material that you believe are relevant to the invention or can assist TR&I in its evaluation. Please attach results.

f) Please go to the European Patent Office patent database (http://ep.espacenet.com/advancedSearch?locale=en_ep) and search for prior art relevant using keywords and competitors’ names both industrial and academic etc. in the appropriate search field. Please attach results, quoting the patent application number and publication number.

Section D
	7.
Declaration of Inventorship


Inventors: are those who are have made an intellectual contribution to the invention, not those who carried out technical instructions or supplied materials. Inventors are not necessarily those appearing as authors on a scientific publication.
Funding Source: In relation to each individual inventor outlined above, please include the name of the research sponsor (e.g. State Agency, industry, charity or other). 

I/WE AGREE to do everything reasonably required to assist TR&I in the evaluation and possible commercialisation of the invention described in this IDF. All statements made herein are true and complete to the best of our knowledge; and
I/WE AGREE that the Inventors’ share of all the royalties which accrue from the invention shall be divided as per the percentage contributions below; and

I/WE AGREE that the Trinity Inventors’ shares shall be divided in accordance with the Trinity IP Policy.
I/WE AGREE that the Affiliated School or Trinity Research Institute*’s share of all the royalties which accrue from the invention shall take place according to the Affiliation listed below in accordance with the Trinity IP Policy.
	TCD

Principal Investigator Inventor 
	Name:
	
	% contribution
	

	
	College Address:
	

	
	Citizenship:
	
	Affiliated School or Trinity Research Institute*
	

	
	E-mail:
	
	Telephone No.
	

	
	Funding Source #1
	
	Grant #
	

	
	Funding Source #2
	
	Grant #
	

	
	SIGNED by
	


	TCD

Inventor 
	Name:
	
	% contribution
	

	
	College Address:
	

	
	Citizenship:
	
	Affiliated School or Trinity Research Institute*
	

	
	E-mail:
	
	Telephone No.
	

	
	Funding Source #1
	
	Grant #
	

	
	Funding Source #2
	
	Grant #
	

	
	SIGNED by
	


	TCD

Inventor 
	Name:
	
	% contribution
	

	
	College Address:
	

	
	Citizenship:
	
	Affiliated School or Trinity Research Institute*
	

	
	E-mail:
	
	Telephone No.
	

	
	Funding Source #1
	
	Grant #
	

	
	Funding Source #2
	
	Grant #
	

	
	SIGNED by
	


	NON - TCD

Inventor 
	Name:
	
	% contribution
	

	
	INSTITUTION
	

	
	College Address:
	

	
	Citizenship:
	
	School
	

	
	E-mail:
	
	Telephone No.
	

	
	Funding Source
	

	
	Read & Acknowledged by 
	


*Trinity Research Institute = TCIN, TBSI, TTMI,  Long Room Hub or CRANN 
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