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1. Course aims and learning outcomes.

The Second World War marked the greatest crisis in twentieth century French history. It
has long been a contested and controversial subject for historians both in France and
abroad. Defeat and occupation, collaboration and resistance, survival and compromise,
were some of the central categories of experience during those years. The legacy of the
war was understandably divisive so that the historiography of the subject since 1945 has
been written against a changing backdrop of political conflict, official commemoration,
social change and the uncomfortable emergence of repressed memories. This makes the
topic an ideal one for exploring the relationship of professional history-writing with
political and ideological constructions of history, with questions of memory and
commemoration and with the practice of ‘public history’. How independent historians ate
from such processes, and whether they may be inspired or compromised by them, will be
key issues for study. The shifting relationship between collective memory and collective
amnesia in France will also be central to our analysis of the different works of academic
and popular history. Most of the key works have been written in English or translated so

that no knowledge of French is necessary.

On successful completion of this course, you should be able:

-- To identify the main features of the history of World War Two in France.

-- To think about the different ways in which professional historians have approached the
subject since 1945 and why such differences have come about.

-~ To analyze the principal debates between different schools of historical thought on
France in World War Two.

-- To reflect on the public nature and applications of history as shown through official
and unofficial memory, on the refusal or acceptance by the state of past events, on the
impact of social groups lobbying for recognition of the past in new ways.

-- To think about the role of the law and trials as instruments for confronting history

-- To study film and fiction as a means of creating awareness of the past.

-- To supply an individual synthesis based on critical reading of the secondary literature

and the historical or artistic works dealing with France and World War Two.




-- To write essays and to make oral presentations defending such a synthesis.

2. Course organization.

The course will consist of ten sessions running throughout the Michaelmas and Hilary
terms, with the exception of the two Reading Weeks, plus individual consultation on
essays. The first week will consist of two lectures, one on the history of France during the
Second World War and one on the place of the war in memory and politics since 1945. A
study of the historiography of a period or theme requires a good knowledge of the key
events and processes that constituted the period if we are to understand how and why
very different histories of the period came to be written after 1945, Only in this way can
the writing of history be understood as an historically-determined activity. You should
build on these two opening lectures and make sure that you have a good grasp both of the

events studied and of the interpretations historians have provided of them.

The remainder of the course will be divided into themes, each revolving around a
different aspect of the history-writing and historiography of the subject. We shall meet
five times for two hours in each term. The first hour will consist of a lecture or discussion
of an extract or extracts of key works of history (or occasionally a film). The second hour
cach week will be based on brief (ten minute) student presentations exploring aspects of

the theme, Each student will make at least one class presentation in the course of the year.

3. Course writing requirements and assessment.

Written work for the course will consist of two essays, each of which counts towards
Moderatorship for a total of 10 ECTS. Each essay should be on a different theme of the
course with no relation between them and should be up to a maximum length of 5,000

words. I shall arrange individual consultation in advance on both essays.




Eaclt essay should be submitted to the Department office on the Monday of the
eleventh week of term — 1 December and 23 March. Please consult the Soplister
Handbook for Guidelines on Essay Writing and make sure that the presentation of

your essays follows the guidelines.

My office is room Arts Building, room 3114, I can be contacted by phone (896.1011)
or email: jhorne@ted.ie. My office hours are Monday, 5-6pm and Tuesday, 3 to
4pm. Please contact me any time if it is urgent.




4. Course programme.

Theme : Historical Introduction

Session 1 (week of 22 September)

Lecture : France and the Second World War

Lecture : The war, memory and politics since 1945

Theme : Marc Bloch and the débécle of 1940: the historian as witnesss
Session 2 (week of 6 October)

Lecture : Marc Bloch’s The Strange Defeat (1940)

Seminar : Does Bloch analyse defeat as an historian, a citizen or a private individual?
Theme : Resistance history: myths, hagiography and reality

Session 3 (week of 20 October)

Lecture : Mythifiers and de-mythifiers: historians and the Resistance
Seminar : Communist and/or Gaullist myths of resistance

Session 4 (week of 10 November)

Document class : Extracts from Henry Rousso, The Vichy Syndrome (1987)
Seminar : Historians and resistance since the 1960s

Theme : Vichy reassessed: the Paxton ‘revolution’

Session 5 (week of 18 November)

Lecture : The Paxton ‘revolution’
Seminar : The significance of Paxton’s Vichy France (1972)

Moderatorship essay due in on Monday, 1 December.




Session 6 (week of 12 January)

Document class : viewing of the documentary film of Marcel Ophuls, Le Chagrin et la
pitié (The Sorrow and the Pity, 1968)

Seminar : The war viewed by the generation of 1968 — the film Le Chagrin et la pitié.
Theme : Repressed memory: Vichy, the Holocaust and the historians

Session 7 (week of 26 January)

Lecture : Repressed memory? Vichy France and the Jews

Seminar : Paxton and Marrus, Vichy France and the Jews (1981)

Session 8 (week of 9 February)

Document class : viewing of Louis Malle’s filin, Au revoir les enfants (1987)

Seminar : Vichy from the 1980s to the 2000s: trials as history and commemoration as
memory?

Theme ; Liberation and gender

Session 9 (week of 16 February)

Lecture : Race and gender: the underside of the Liberation epic.

Seminar : The invisibility of gender and the shaving of women’s heads.

Theme : The missing element? Vichy and the Empire

Session 10 (week of 2 March)

Lecture : Vichy, Algeria and the historiography of empire?

Seminar : The connections between the French rediscovery of the Algerian War and the

memory of War World Two.

NB. Moderatorship essay are due on Monday, 23 March,
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NOTE ON FILMS

The two films that form part of the course material are:

Marcel Ophuls, Le Chagrin et la Pitié (The Sorrow and the Pity), 1969.

Louis Malle, Au Revoir les Enfants (Goodbye Children), 1987.

See above for the English translation of the scripts. We shall watch extracts in class but
you can borrow the DVDs from me if you wish to work on them. Those looking at race
and empire may want to view Indigénes (= ‘Natives’, badly translated in the English
subtitled version as Days of Glory), the 2006 film by Rachid Bouchareb on the role of
colonial soldiers in the liberation of France. You are welcome to borrow this from me as
well.




