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KINGSHIP AND WARFARE: IRELAND, c.1000-1318

Course Organiser: Sean Duffy (sduffy@tcd.ie)
Duration: Michaelmas Term (Sept-Dec)
Contact hours: 2 hrs per week plus 6 tutorials
Weighting: 10 ECTS

1. COURSE DESCRIPTION

This module begins with the rise Brian Boru from modest origins to become Ireland’s
most famous high king—a spectacular career that ended in the iconic battle of Clontarf
in 1014. We explore how Irish society and kingship changed in the aftermath of Clontarf
as a result of inter-provincial warfare and the changing role of the church.

The second half of the module examines the causes and implications of the English
(or Anglo-Norman) invasion of the late 1160s, perhaps the single most formative
development in Irish secular affairs. We study the interaction of cultures in its aftermath
and the Irish opposition to English rule that saw the emergence of England’s ongoing
Irish problem through later centuries. The module closes with the most serious
challenge to English power in medieval Ireland: the Scottish invasion (1315-18) led by
Edward Bruce, brother of Robert Bruce king of Scots.

2. AIMS AND OBIJECTIVES

Aim:

The course aims to provide students with a basic understanding of political, social and
ecclesiastical developments in Ireland during the High and Later Middle Ages, by
introducing essential knowledge and key concepts.

Learning outcomes:
By the end of the course, students should be able to

e outline chronologically the key developments in Ireland ¢.1000-1318

e offer explanations for the key developments in the period

e evaluate the significance of those key developments and appreciate their
impact on the subsequent course of Irish history

e search for, and critically appraise, relevant literature

¢ undertake an analysis of select contemporary records (in translation)

Personal and transferable skills:



This course is intended to sharpen skills in

e written and verbal communication (explanation and argument), through essay
work and tutorial discussion

e capacity for independent learning, through preparation for essays and tutorials
¢ IT, including word-processing and internet retrieval, through preparation for
tutorials and essays

e documentary analysis, through the study of extracts from primary (i.e.,
contemporary medieval) sources

Attitudinal Skills:
Specifically, this course is intended to enhance appreciation and awareness of

e the structures of medieval Irish society, how it functioned, and the ways in
which it differed from or mirrored contemporary society elsewhere

e the importance of kingship, and especially the position of the high-king

e the role of the church in medieval Irish life

e patterns of settlement and the physical imprint of man on the landscape

e the impact of the Vikings on Irish society and politics

e the causes and implications of the English invasion

o the effects on Ireland of the assertion of English lordship, especially the
ensuing upheaval in Irish political life

e the social, cultural and economic impact of English colonization



3. ESSAY TITLES

10.

11.

12.

“Brian was in fact the first overlord of all Ireland” (Kathleen Hughes). Discuss.

“The history of Ireland in the eleventh and twelfth centuries is the history of a
race evolving its monarchy” (Standish Hayes O’Grady). Discuss.

To what extent was Dublin the de facto capital of Ireland before the Anglo-
Norman invasion?

“Whatever the obstacles faced by reformist clergy, their genuine concern to
transform the Irish church and society cannot be doubted” (Marie Therese
Flanagan). Discuss, with reference to the twelfth-century reform movement.

“It is clear that Diarmait [Mac Murchada] intended to make himself high-king of
all Ireland with the help of his Anglo-Norman allies” (Francis John Byrne).
Discuss.

“The Anglo-Norman invasion of Ireland [was]...an episode in European history”
(Robin Frame). Discuss.

Evaluate the impact of the Anglo-Norman invasion on the physical landscape of
Ireland.

“John...must be counted one of the best of the foreign kings” (Edmund Curtis).
Discuss.

“Sooner or later the ruthless pressure of the barons towards expansion of the
colony was bound to provoke a crisis” (Katharine Simms). How accurate is this
assessment of Irish politics in the thirteenth century?

“The principal factor was national sentiment, intensified and supplied with a
more definite political form under a sense of national oppression” (Eoin Mac
Neill). Discuss, with reference to Irish opposition to English rule in the thirteenth
century.

“A century and a half of remarkable progress, vigour, and comparative order”
(Goddard Orpen). Discuss, with reference to the effects on Ireland of the Anglo-

Norman presence, 1169-1315.

Why does it matter that a Scot was proclaimed king of Ireland in 13157



4. INTRODUCTORY READING

Easy reads:

Sean Duffy, Ireland in the Middle Ages (London, 1997).

R.F. Foster (ed.), The Oxford illustrated history of Ireland (Oxford, 1989), chaps 1 and 2.

Robin Frame, Colonial Ireland, 1169-1369, 2" edn (Dublin, 2012).

James Lydon, The lordship of Ireland in the middle ages (Dublin, 1972, 2nd edn 2003).

Donncha O Corrain, Ireland before the Normans (Dublin, 1972) [out of print; available in
library].

More difficult reads:

Francis John Byrne, Irish kings and high-kings ( 3™ ed., Dublin, 2001).

Art Cosgrove (ed.), A new history of Ireland II: medieval Ireland (Oxford, 1987, 1993).

Edmund Curtis, A history of medieval Ireland (2nd ed., London, 1938) [out of print;
available in library].

Sean Duffy, Brian Boru and the battle of Clontarf (Dublin, 2013), Introduction.

Kenneth Nicholls, Gaelic and Gaelicized Ireland in the Middle Ages (Dublin, 1973; 2" edn
2003).

Daibhi O Créinin, Early medieval Ireland, 400-1200 (London, 1995).

Idem (ed.), A new history of Ireland I: prehistoric and early Ireland (Oxford, 2005).

G.H. Orpen, Ireland under the Normans (1st published, Oxford, 1911-20; one-vol.
edition, Dublin, 2005).

A.J. Otway-Ruthven, A history of medieval Ireland (London, 1968, 1980) [out of print;
available in library].

The wider context:

Robert Bartlett, The making of Europe: conquest, colonization and cultural change 950—
1350 (London, 1993).

Richard Britnell, Britain and Ireland: economy and society 1050-1530 (Oxford, 2004).

R.R. Davies, Domination and conquest: the experience of Ireland, Scotland and Wales,
1100-1300 (1990).

Idem, The First English empire: power and identities in the British Isles: 1093-1343
(Oxford, 2000).

Idem, Lords and lordship in the British Isles in the late Middle Ages, ed. Brendan Smith
(Oxford, 2009)

Sean Duffy and Susan Foran (eds), The English Isles: cultural transmission and political
conflict in Britain and Ireland, 1100-1500 (Dublin, 2013)

Robin Frame, The political development of the British Isles, 1100-1400 (2”0I edn, Oxford,
1995).

John Gillingham, The English in the twelfth century: imperialism, national identity, and
political values (Woodbridge, 2000).
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