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DescripAon: In the age of Covid, 'fake news', and populism, it is abundantly clear that the 
news can divide as much as it can inform or connect people and poli>cal communi>es. But 
none of this is new. In the late early modern period (1660-1799) significant developments 
occurred that increased not only the reach of the news, but also its power to bring people 
together and drive them apart. At this >me, the newspaper and other forms of media came 
into existence linking the expanding towns and ci>es that doKed world maps. Recently 
scholars have returned to this period to recover the condi>ons out of which modernity 
emerged. The Age of Revolu>ons and the Enlightenment have been mined, rehashed, and 
picked apart by poli>cal commentators, public figures, and historians in search of the 
disorders, ills, and woes of the present moment, but hidden behind these grand narra>ves is 
the fact that both of these historical events, subjects, or forces, were catalysed by an early 
mass media revolu>on. The aim of this module is to show how this mass media revolu>on 
transformed poli>cs and set the contours of the modern world. 



 


