HIU22039 The American Revolution: The Causes, Consequences, and Meanings of
Independence
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Description: On the 4 July 2026 the United States celebrated 250 years of Independence.
This anniversary was widely covered by the media and marked by the publication of
countless books, articles, public programmes, commemorative events, documentaries, and
much more, but the true historical story often went missing from public proceedings. What
caused the British North American colonies to declare Independence on the 4 July 1776,
what were the consequences of this decision, and what did ‘American Independence’
actually mean during and in the aftermath of the revolutionary war? The aim of this module
is to open up the sources to explore these questions that have been debated since the
events occurred and are still being debated today.



