Eugene Delacroix, King John at the Battle of Poitiers (1830), Musée du Louvre, Paris.

HIU12030 The Hundred Years War
Co-ordinator David Ditchburn

Credits 5 ECTS

Semester Hilary Term

Assessment A primary source-focussed 1,000-1,500 word essay (40%), and an end-of-term exam
(60%)

Module Description: The Hundred Years War was in reality a series of wars, on both land and sea,
arising primarily from the political and dynastic conflicts of the kings of England and France. The war
was fought mainly in France but also engulfed Brittany, Scotland, the Iberian kingdoms, the
Netherlands and other countries. The first part of the wars is retailed in considerable detail by the
contemporary chronicler, Jean Froissart, whose powerful portrait of warfare and political rivalry is set
against a backdrop of chivalric endeavour and glory. The module takes its lead from Froissart’s vivid
chronicles. The first four tutorialsare focussed exclusively on various aspects of his chronicles and
students will be expected to write an essay on Froissart’s work. The remaining tutorials are devoted
to a study of texts on Joan of Arc. Lectures concentrate on key themes associated with Froissart’s
world, such as kingship, chivalry and warfare, diplomacy and popular revolt.



