
Our taught Masters course in Public 
History and Cultural Heritage (1 year 
full-time, 2 years part-time) is designed 
to provide students with a rigorous 
grounding in public history and to prepare 
high-calibre graduates in a unique and 
thorough fashion for the management 
of cultural heritage. We define ‘public 
history’ and ‘cultural heritage’ broadly. 
The course involves analysis of cultural 
memory, its construction, reception and 
loss; and study of the public status and 
consumption of history in modern society. 
Political issues surrounding public 
commemoration and ‘sites of memory’ 
are examined and the role of museums, 
galleries and the media in shaping public 
perceptions of the past is considered. The 
course also surveys the more concrete 
questions involved in the conservation, 
presentation and communication of 
the physical heritage of past cultures, 
particularly where interpretation and 
meaning are contested.  

The course is taught in collaboration with the leading cultural institutions 
located in Dublin and several organisations offer internships to students. In 
recent years participating bodies have included Dublin City Gallery; Dublin City 
Library and Archive; Glasnevin Trust; Hugh Lane Gallery; The Little Museum of 
Dublin; Marsh’s Library; the National Gallery of Ireland; the National Library of 
Ireland; the National Museum of Ireland; and St Patrick’s Cathedral.

Course Details
In a variety of modules, students are trained in the analysis and the 
presentation of their research findings. They are also introduced to the 
methodological challenges of advanced study and research at postgraduate 
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level. The course includes a 
compulsory core module, entitled 
‘Remembering, Reminding 
and Forgetting: Public History, 
Cultural Heritage and the Shaping 
of the Past’, which runs across 
both terms. A suite of term-
long electives is available on 
substantive themes. A three-
month internship, located in one 
of our collaborating institutions, 
runs throughout the second term. Practitioner workshops are held in the 
second term and provide an opportunity for national and international 
‘public historians’ to discuss their work with the class. In any given year this 
may include novelists, artists, museum directors, or heritage and tourism 
policymakers. The course concludes with the production of a dissertation or 
major project, individually supervised by a member of staff.

Career Prospects
Graduates of the course are well placed to pursue a multiplicity of career 
pathways, for example, in the museum and cultural sector, as media and 
public relations specialists, in publishing, public administration or business 
and, of course, teaching and research. For those already working in these 
sectors the course will enrich knowledge and skills, stimulate lateral 
thinking and act as a spur to innovation.

How to Apply
•	 Applicants	should	normally	have	a	first	class	or	upper	second	class	(2.1)	

honors Bachelor degree or equivalent (for example, GPA of 3.3)  
in a relevant discipline. 

•	 Applications	should	be	made	online	through  
www.tcd.ie/courses/postgraduate/faculty  where up to date  
information on fees is also provided. Bursaries are sometimes  
available: please consult the course web pages.

•	 The	initial	deadline	for	applications	is	30th	April	and	the	first	round	
of offers will be made shortly afterwards, but late applications will be 
considered. Since places on the course are limited, applicants may be 
interviewed or asked to submit a writing sample.
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A great location
Established in 1592, Trinity 
College Dublin is one of Europe’s 
oldest and one of the world’s 
most distinguished universities. 
It provides an environment where 
independence of thought is highly 
valued and where students and 
staff are nurtured as individuals 
and are encouraged to achieve 
their full potential. Today Trinity 
College is home to a vibrant 
community	of	17,000	students	
from all over the world. Its 
historic campus, located in the 
heart of Dublin, provides easy 
access to a wealth of museums, 
libraries, theatre, art, music, 
literature and festivals. As a 
major railway and airline hub, 
Dublin is a gateway to the rest of 
Ireland, Europe and the world.
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4  
Departments working closely 
together in teaching and 
research:
•	 History
•	 History of Art and 

Architecture
•	 Classics
•	 Gender and Women’s Studies

9  
Research Centres:
•	 Trinity Irish Art Research 

Centre (TRIARC)
•	 Medieval History Research 

Centre
•	 Centre for Early Modern 

History 
•	 Centre for Contemporary Irish 

History
•	 Centre for Irish, Scottish and 

Comparative Studies 
•	 Centre for War Studies 
•	 Centre for Gender and 

Women’s Studies 
•	 Centre for Mediterranean and 

Near Eastern Studies 
•	 Centre for the Study of the 

Platonic Tradition

The School of Histories and 
Humanities by Numbers

35  
Full-time academic members  
of staff  
120  Research Students
60  Taught Postgraduate 

Students 

The School of Histories and Humanities enjoys an international 
research profile in a wide range of disciplines and subject areas. 
Valued highly in international subject rankings, the School is 
home to 35 academic members of staff who are dedicated to 
research-led teaching, ready to listen to students’ ideas and open 
to interdisciplinary approaches. The School frequently hosts 
international conferences and runs six major research seminars. 
These provide a forum for scholars and postgraduate students 
from all over the world to exchange ideas. Our academics also play 
an active role in many of Ireland’s leading research centres, nine of 
which are located within the School.

Contact us and find out more
Email: histhum@tcd.ie    Telephone: +353 1 896 1020 
Website: www.tcd.ie/history/postgraduate/taught/
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