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On successful completion of this module, students should be able to:

e Reconstruct ancient sacred landscapes, ritual and cult drawing on the full
range of archaeological, artistic and textual sources.

e Discuss how social power, ideology, communal and personal identities are
expressed in sacred landscapes and ritual practice.

e |dentify the extent to which religion existed as a transcultural
phenomenon from Prehistory to Late Antiquity.

e Analyse the societal significance of the interplay between sacred and
secular space.

e Think critically about how history and archaeology may project
anachronistic views in relation to the study of ancient religion and the
‘colonial’ situations of the past.

Perceiving sacred space as instrumental in forming power relations and
worldviews in antiquity, this module explores how meanings and identities were
diachronically expressed in, or created by, the topographical setting of religion
and its material depositions and dedications. Using Cyprus as a case study, it
reviews the main theoretical and methodological issues relating to ancient
Mediterranean religions and sacred landscapes, equipping students with the
appropriate skills to study them.

This module is taught through a series of seminars. Attendance of all classes is
compulsory.



Assessment Details Assessment Assessment LO % of Week
Component Description Addressed | total due
1. Essay tbc 40 tbc
2. Written examination | All 60 13
Reassessment Requirements Same as original assessment (100% coursework).

Only failed components are reassessed.

Contact Hours and Indicative Contact hours: 22 hours (11 weekly 2-hr seminars).
Student Workload

Independent Study (preparation for course and review of materials): 55
hours

Independent Study (preparation for assessment, incl. completion of
assessment): 55 hours

Recommended Reading List e Insoll, T. (2004) Archaeology, Ritual, Religion. London: Routledge.

e Karageorghis, J. (2005) Kypris: The Aphrodite of Cyprus. Ancient
Sources and Archaeological Evidence. Nicosia: The A.G. Leventis
Foundation.

e Karageorghis, V. (1998) Greek Gods and Heroes in Ancient Cyprus.
Athens: Commercial Bank of Greece.

e Papantoniou, G. (2012) Religion and Social Transformations in
Cyprus. From the Cypriot Basileis to the Hellenistic Strategos.
Mnemosyne Supplements 347. Leiden: Brill.

e Rountree, K. (2012) “Exploring new approaches to the archaeology
of spiritualities”. In The Archaeology of Spiritualities, edited by K.
Rountree, C.E. Morris and A.A.D. Peatfield, v-xii. New York:
Springer.

e Webb, J.M. (1999) Ritual Architecture, Iconography and Practice in
the Late Cypriot Bronze Age. Studies in Mediterranean Archaeology-
Pocket Books 75. Jonsered: Paul Astroms Forlag.

Module Pre-requisite none
Module Co-requisite none
Module Website https://www.tcd.ie/classics/undergraduate/sacred-space.php

Are other Schools/Departments
involved in the delivery of this
module? If yes, please provide
details.






