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On successful completion of this module, students should be able to:

LO1. Recognise the myths, beliefs, values and aspirations that were central to
individual and collective identities in Classical Athens or Republican Rome

LO2. Explore how these identities and values were constructed, corroborated and
manipulated in political, economic, religious, literary, cultural and private life

LO3. Analyse relevant textual and/or visual evidence with consideration of its
literary, intellectual, social and historical contexts

LOA4. Evaluate and apply recent critical approaches to Athenian or Roman identity
and ideology

LOS5. Discuss how key parameters of Athenian or Roman politics relate to modern
political systems and phenomena such as imperialism, colonisation, migration
and globalisation

LO6. Articulate evidence-based views both orally and in writing

The Roman version will be running in 2026-27.

This module explores the beliefs, values and aspirations which underpin the
political, economic, religious and private life in an ancient city state that ruled an
empire — democratic Athens in the 5th century BCE or the Roman republic in the
time of Cicero —as emerging from its literature and other cultural manifestations.
You will learn what it meant to be an Athenian or Roman citizen in a time of
political and intellectual crisis, learn how identities were constructed, maintained,
and manipulated, and assess how cultural claims informed political ambitions.
You will explore aspects of individual and collective self-representation, and
competing views of the relation between public and private, mass and elite,
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human and divine, and Athenian/Roman assertions of cultural and military
hegemony.

This module is taught through eleven one-hour lectures, five seminar discussions,
and five project seminars.

Assessment Assessment LO % of Week due

Component Description Addressed | total

1. Oral Presentation LO1-4 20% As
scheduled

2. Essay LO1-4 50% Week 13

3. Sources Test LO1-4 30% Week 12

Identical to original assessment. Only failed components are reassessed.

Contact hours: 21 (11 lectures, 5 discussion seminars, 5 project
seminars)

Independent Study (preparation for course and review of
materials): 114

1 TEP Guidelines on Workload and Assessment
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Independent Study (preparation for assessment, incl. completion of
assessment): 114
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