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Chapter 7 Visual disorders Updates from 2022 version.

● Inclusion of guidance for Blepharospasm 

● Clarification of Night Blindness for Group 1 and Group 2 
drivers. 



Visual Disorders
●A licence holder or applicant must meet the standards for visual acuity and
fields (assessed by a confrontation visual field test in the first instance) and
if there is reason to doubt that these are adequate, the applicant or licence
holder should undergo a more detailed examination by a specialist (an
ophthalmologist or orthoptist or other medical practitioner with a special
interest in defects of eyesight or optometrist).

●Group 2 standards are minimum standards and do not preclude employers
setting higher standards in terms of the demands of the driving tasks
encountered in the course of employment. Group 1 and Drivers with
monocular vision cannot obtain or renew a Group 2 driving licence.

●Note: Bioptic telescope devices are not accepted for driving by the NDLS.



Acuity





Blepharospasm

● Progressive involuntary spasm of the orbicularis oculi muscle and the 
upper facial muscle.

● Quite debilitating disease of people over 60 which is idiopathic in 
origin and quite uncommon, but 3x more common in women than 
men and significant re: driving as it may render the patient 
functionally blind. 

● Treatment is botulinum injections every 3-4 months or surgery. 



Blepharospasm and Cataract



Binocular single vision 

● Vision achieved by the coordinated use of both eyes together.

● Separate and slightly dissimilar images arising in each eye are 
appreciate as a single image by the process of fusion.

● Fusion allows stereopsis to occur where the slightly dissimilar images 
from each eye are interpreted to allow a perception of depth. 



Monocular Vision



Visual Field Defects



Diplopia



Night Blindness 

This is a symptom of other conditions, there are two main ways it may 
happen: 

1. Physically there is a lack of light making it as far as your retinas to 
produce vision due to corneal opacity/ cataract/ glaucoma/ small 
pupil/ drug induced/ inflammation/ neurological.

1. Where the retinal cells don’t react to light correctly due to retinitis 
pigmentosa/ rod cone dystrophy/ vitamin A deficiency/ post weight 
loss surgery/ poor diet. 



Night Blindness and Colour Blindness
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