Special and Public Lectures and Courses
SPECIAL LECTURES
Elementary Irish
A course in Irish for beginners is given each year. It is, as a rule, confined to members of staff,
students on the College books and graduates of the University.
PUBLIC LECTURES
The Cocker lecture in chemistry
In 2007 the late Professor Wesley Cocker bequeathed a sum of money to the College for the
benefit of the School of Chemistry. The income from this bequest is used to support an annual
lecture on a topic of public interest related to chemistry. The speaker, eminent in the field of
chemical science, is chosen by staff of the School of Chemistry.
The Godfrey Day memorial lectures
The Godfrey Day memorial lectureship was founded by the Board on 9 December 1939. Each
year a lecture (or lectures) on a missionary theme is organised. The Board appoints the lecturer
on the nomination of the Missionary Council of the Church of Ireland which is at all times advised
by the committee of the Dublin University Far Eastern Mission.
The Donnellan lectures
The Donnellan lectures were founded by the Board on 22 February 1794, to carry out the
intentions of Miss Anne Donnellan, of the parish of St George, Hanover Square, Middlesex,
spinster, who bequeathed £1,243 to the College ‘for the encouragement of religion, learning, and
good manners; the particular mode of application being left to the Provost and Senior Fellows’.
The subject is presented in not less than two lectures.
The Edmund Burke lecture
The annual Edmund Burke lecture was instituted in 2014 by the Trinity Long Room Hub arts
and humanities research institute thanks to a generous endowment from the Fallon family in
honour of Trinity graduate Padraic Fallon (B.A. 1969). The lecture was established to mark Trinity
College Dublin’s deep connection with the 18th-century philosopher, historian and politician
Edmund Burke. This lecture is to be delivered by a leading public intellectual on a topic that
engages with current challenges and in doing so keep Edmund Burke’s manifold legacies alive in
considering the type of society we want to live in and the traditions, perspectives and values we
need to draw on in the shaping of our future.
The E.S. and R. Duthie lecture in microbiology
In 1984 the late Mrs Ruth Duthie made a gift of £1,000 to the College, which she augmented in
1989 by a further £1,000, to fund a lecture to be delivered once every two years, the lecturer to
be chosen by the Professor of Microbiology and the Head of Clinical Microbiology.
The Hely-Hutchinson memorial lecture
In 1976 the Earl of Donoughmore, together with members of the Hely-Hutchinson family,
endowed a visiting lectureship in memory of John Hely-Hutchinson who established the
Professorships of Modern Languages and Literature in 1776 (during his term as Provost). The
lectures are given every second year by a scholar or writer of the highest distinction in the
modern languages and literature field.
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Public Lectures
The Joly memorial lectures
After the death of John Joly, F.T.C.D., SC.D., F.R.S., Professor of Geology and Mineralogy 18971933, a number of his friends subscribed a sum of money to found a series of lectures in his
memory.
The John Kirker memorial lecture in epilepsy
Dr John Kirker (1922-2011), a graduate of the University of Dublin, was consultant neurologist
in Sir Patrick Dun and Beaumont hospitals. He was instrumental in the development of clinical
services in epilepsy in Ireland. Dr Kirker cared deeply about Trinity. In 2013 his family provided an
endowment to fund an annual John Kirker memorial lecture in epilepsy to be organised by the
School of Medicine.
The James Lydon lectures in Medieval history and culture
The Lydon lectures provide a platform for a distinguished lecturer to reflect on these issues
and to convey specialist findings to a mixed audience of academic specialists, students and
members of the public. The series, which is published by Cambridge University Press, is named
for Professor James Francis Lydon, Department of History, who died in 2013. The inaugural
Lydon lecture was Professor John Gillingham (Emeritus Professor of History at the London
School of Economics) in 2014.
The MacNeill lectures
This lectureship was founded in 1970 from a benefaction provided by the Engineering School
Trust Fund to commemorate Sir John MacNeill, the first professor of civil engineering in the
University. A public lecture is delivered every year by a lecturer appointed by the Board.
The Normanby lecture in microbiology
Founded in 1996 by the Department of Microbiology in recognition of the generous support
given to the department by the Dowager Marchioness of Normanby and her family, which
includes funding the construction of the Moyne Institute of Preventive Medicine in 1953 and the
provision of additional research facilities within the institute since then. The lecture is delivered
annually by a research scientist who has made an outstanding contribution to the field of
microbiology.
The O’Donnell lectures in Celtic history and literature
These lectures take their name from Charles James O’Donnell 1850-1934, who bequeathed a
sum of money to found annual lectures in the Universities of Oxford, Wales and Edinburgh, the
National University of Ireland, and the University of Dublin. In the British universities the lectures
are on the Celtic element in the English language and population; in the Irish universities they are
on Irish history since Cromwell, with special reference to the history of ancient Irish families since
1641.
The first O’Donnell lecture given in the University of Dublin was in 1957.
The Royal Dublin Society lecture
In 1981, on the occasion of its 250th anniversary, the Royal Dublin Society commemorated the
College meeting to which it traces its origins by endowing a biennial lecture on aspects of Irish
social and economic policy and history with special reference to the contribution of individuals
and institutions.
The Schrödinger lecture series
In 1995 the School of Physics, together with the Austrian Embassy and the Dublin Institute of
Advanced Studies, hosted the first Schrödinger lecture. The lecture series is an annual event
commemorating the famous lecture series entitled ‘What is Life?’ given by Erwin Schrödinger in
Trinity College Dublin in 1943.
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Public Lectures
The W.B. Stanford memorial lectures
These lectures were founded in 1988 from funds provided by subscription to commemorate
William Bedell Stanford, Regius Professor of Greek 1940-80, and Chancellor of the University
1983-4. A series of three public lectures is delivered twice every three years by a lecturer
appointed by the Board. It is intended that the lectures shall be published.
The John Lighton Synge public lecture
This lecture was established in 1992 from funds subscribed by friends and past colleagues and
students to honour John Lighton Synge, F.R.S., M.R.I.A. [Scholar (1916), Fellow and Professor of
Natural Philosophy (1925-30), Honorary Fellow (1954-95)]. The lecture is delivered once every
two years by a lecturer appointed by the School of Mathematics.
The Hilda and Robert Tweedy lecture series
This lecture series was established in 2007 in honour of Mr and Mrs Robert and Hilda Tweedy
by Dr Jean M. Tweedy Walker, a Trinity alumna and daughter of Hilda and Robert. It consists of
biennial lectures alternatively addressing peace, gender and human rights, and environmental
issues. These topics reflect long-time interests of Hilda and Robert Tweedy.
The H.O. White memorial lectures
These lectures were founded in 1964 from funds provided by subscription to commemorate
Herbert Martyn Oliver White, Professor of English Literature 1939-60. A public lecture is delivered
every two or three years by a lecturer appointed by the Board and is followed by a seminar for
senior students in English literature.
The White social policy lecture series
This lecture series was established in 2004 from funds given by Tony White, former student of
the College, to honour Emeritus Senior Lecturer in Social Policy, Anthony Coughlan.
PUBLIC LECTURES IN THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

The Mary Louisa Prentice Montgomery lectures in ophthalmology
The John Mallet Purser lectures
The Frederick Price lectures
The T.J.D. Lane lectures
For details see FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES.
PUBLIC LECTURES
The following public lectures were held during the academic year 2018-19.
TRINITY MONDAY DISCOURSE

Dr Anna Bryson: 'Thekla Beere (1901-1991)'
MICHAELMAS TERM

Ann Buckley: ‘Singing and prayer in the middle ages’
Amy Cain: 'Using bespoke genomics approaches to unpick antibiotic resistance mechanisms and
find new antibiotic targets for hospital pathogens'
Nathaniel Daw: 'Decision making in health and disease: habits and beyond'
Fukunari Kimura: 'Economic reform in Japan and the Japan-E.U. economic partnership
agreement'
Leigh Knodler: 'Salmonella enterica: life as a cytosolic pathogen'
Susan Michie: 'The human behaviour-change project: behavioural science meets computer
science'
Kevin Mitchell: 'Does neuroscience leave room for free will?'
Claudia Mo: 'Watering down Hong Kong'
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Public Lectures
Luke O’Neill: 'Humanology'
Patrick Riordan: ‘Does common good mean anything’
Juan Manuel Santos: ‘Port of destiny: Peace’
Sarah-Schoppe Sullivan: 'Transition to contemporary parenting: a family systems perspective'
Pernilla Ulfvengren: 'Psychology in systems design and management'
Alexander Westermann: 'RNA biology in host-pathogen-microbiota interactions'
HILARY TERM

Kate Allatt: 'The Forget-Me-Nots community choir'
Iain Atack, Woon-ki Lyeo, Jung-chul Lee, Oliver Richmond, Andrew Pierce, Geraldine Smyth,
Etain Tannam, Dong Jin Kim, Young-suk Cho, Jake Lynch, Linda Hogan, David Mitchell, Kiho
Yi, Jungho Nam, Jihyun Choi, Maja Vodopivec, Gillian Wylie, Derick Wilson, Kyungmook Kim,
Yong-Il Moon, Hyesuk Kang: ‘Comparative perspectives on the Korea peace process: from
Ireland and beyond’
Marguerite Clyne: 'Helicobacter pylori - who gets what from whom and how?'
Jakkie Cooney: 'Towards an understanding of specificity in the streptococcal C5a peptidase'
Dorothy Cowie: 'The developing bodily self'
David Crystal: 'The perils of being a linguist (or even a speech and language therapist)'
Tim Dalgleish: 'Post-traumatic stress in children and adolescents: from theory to clinical
intervention'
Patrick Haggard: 'What are voluntary actions?'
Richard Hastings: 'Early developmental pathways for behavioural and emotional problems in
children with intellectual disability'
Hubert Hermans: 'Dialogical self theory'
Isabella Jackson: '100 years of Chinese anti-imperialism: the May fourth movement of 1919'
Ning Jiang: 'An introduction to the Chinese writing system'
Francesca La Morgia: 'Dublin's languages'
Brian MacCuarta: ‘English and Scottish Catholics in Ireland, C. 1580 – 1641’
Francesca Martinez, Martine Smith, Caroline Jagoe: 'Silence, communication and society'
Aidan Matthews: ‘To whistle creation’
Corinna Mieth: ‘Consumer ethics’
Corinna Mieth: ‘Migration, stability, solidarity’
Corinna Mieth: ‘Which duties of aid in the face of global poverty? A comparison of ethical
frameworks’
Cliona O’Farrelly: 'Your liver and cancer – why care?'
Dierdre Raftery: ‘Unveiling the history of the Irish nun: opportunities for research and innovation’
Jerry Reen: 'Mining microbial messages: from Galen’s humours to chronic disease'
Jacqui Rodgers: 'Understanding anxiety in autism spectrum disorder – similarities, differences
and uncertainties'
Piotr Roszak: ‘Compostela. The Camino de Santiago and Christian identity’
Fadilah Salawu, Susie O’Rawe, Neville Cox, Leo Lefebure: ‘Migration and interfaith
understanding’
Heidi Wang-Kaeding: 'Fifty shades of humour in China'
Pierre Tzu-pao Yang: 'Cultural and technological experiences from a Taiwanese perspective'
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