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Fullimage and details: Mark Shields, Portrait of Mary Robinson,
Chancellor 1998-2019, oil on canvas, unframed h 270 x w 180 cm,
framed h 310 x w 220 cm © the Artist and reproduced by kind permission
from The Board of Trinity College Dublin, the University of Dublin
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Mark Shields is a member of the Royal Ulster Academy whose practice en-
compasses a broad range of styles and subject matter in a determination
to balance poetic resonance with tangible presence. Exhibiting extensively
both nationally and internationally since he graduated from Ulster University,
Belfast, he has participated in numerous solo and group exhibitions, winning
awards at the Royal Hibernian Academy, the BP Portrait Award, and the Dis-
cerning Eye Exhibition. His work is held in private collections worldwide, as
well as in the collections of the National Gallery of Ireland, the Ulster Museum,
the National Self-Portrait Collection of Ireland and the Palace of Westminster.
Commissioned portraits include Mary and Nicholas Robinson for the National
Gallery of Ireland; HRH The Prince of Wales for the Royal Gurkha Rifles; and
Rev Dr lan Paisley MP for the Houses of Parliament. This is the first time his

work will enter the collections of Trinity College Dublin.

The portrait frame was designed, crafted and gilded by Kathryn Day Carri-
gan and David Kirwan, with creative assistance from Catherine Giltrap and
Mark Shields. Architectural references are made to the neo-classical Public
Theatre at Trinity College Dublin, which is specifically connected with the role
of Chancellor. These include dentils from the facade and a sunflower motif
taken from the interior of the Public Theatre, the latter chosen to symbol-
ise Dr Mary Robinson’s significant contribution to the global cause of climate
justice. These elements are combined with a seventeenth-century Spanish
cassetta style, featuring lozenges along the frieze, to complement recurring
forms within the painting and to create a unique, contemporary frame befit-

ting this commission.





