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Artist: Nano Reid
Title: Seabirds Watching Waves (1961)
Medium: oil on pressed wood

Dimensions: 23.5cm x 75cm

Notes: signed: Nano Reid
purchased: Irish Exhibition of Living Art. Dublin 1961
exhibited: Irish Exhibition of Living Art. Dublin 1961; The College Gallery, The
Ulster Museum, Belfast, 20 March-17 April 1963, cata. no. 27; The College
Gallery 21st Anniversary Retrospective, Douglas Hyde Gallery TCD, 3 June-5
July 1980, cata. no. 45.

b. 1905, Drogheda, Co. Louth d. 1981, Drogheda, Co. Louth,

Ann Margaret (Nano) Reid studied from c. 1920 to 1930 at the Metropolitan School of Art in
Dublin under Harry Clarke. Following there she continued her studies at I'Academie de la
Grande Chaumiere, Paris, the Central under Bernard Meninsky along with the Chelsea
Schools of Art in London. One of the finest female Irish painters of the century, Reid's rich but
subtly expressionist use of pigment makes her work as relevant today as when she started
painting. Hilda van Stockum, one of her peers at the MSA, described her as “a fierce

redhead...uncompromising and looking for truth.”

Reid began showing at the Royal Hibernian Academy in 1925. Between then and the late
1960s, she submitted a total of 42 canvases. Six years later, in 1931 she returned 1o live in
Ireland. That same year, she exhibited at the Engineer’s Hall, Dublin, with Marion King and
Olive Cunningham. Her first solo exhibition followed in 1934 at St. Stephen’s Green gallery.
Over the course of her career, Reid exhibited her works across Ireland and in the UK, Italy and

New York.

In 1972, Reid won the Douglas Hyde Gold Medal at the Oireachtas for the best history
painting, Cave of the Firbolg.

Information contained in this article is from The Modern Art Collection Trinity College Dublin (David
Scoft, 1989) and www.visual-arts-cork.com.
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