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Dear Alumni and Friends,

Welcome to the latest edition of Trinity Today. 

In October 2017, Trinity celebrated the 425th 

anniversary of the Foundation of the College. 

We are now in the 5th Century of our mission to 

be counted as one of the great European centres of 

learning, a University with a worldwide reputation 

for the achievement of its graduates and the impact 

of its research and scholarship. We want to deliver 

this mission in a way that responds to 21st century 

educational needs, and contributes to solving 

current global challenges.

With this mission in mind Trinity has enjoyed 

a very successful year. One particular highlight 

for me was Trinity being invited to join the exclusive League of European Universities, 

(LERU), which includes 20 universities of Europe’s most prestigious institutions. 

Another was the turning of the sod on the new Trinity Business School which will open 

its doors to students in 2019. In addition, work started on the new Oisín House project 

which will house 250 student rooms, and provide much needed new sports facilities and 

a new student health centre. Trinity St James’s Hospital Cancer Institute was accepted as 

a member of the Organisation for European Cancer Institutes (OECI). With this institute 

Trinity will play a key role in the delivery of Ireland’s new cancer strategy which was 

announced earlier this year. 

Our alumni are also continuing to make a global impact across every discipline from 

the arts to science and technology, from business to politics and government. In this 

issue of Trinity Today, Taoiseach Leo Varadkar M.B. (2002) speaks about his experience of 

studying at Trinity. We also hear from Oscar nominated actress Ruth Negga B.T.S. (2002) 

on her journey from Trinity to Hollywood. Political correspondent Demetri Sevastopulo 

B.B.S. (1991) shares his stories of covering the Trump administration as Washington 

Bureau Chief of the Financial Times.

We also share Trinity’s ambitious plans to deliver an Innovation District in Dublin, we 

look at the impact of Brexit on higher education research and remember William Trevor 

B.A., Litt.D. (h.c.) (1950), a great writer and alumnus who passed away in November 2016. 

Trinity has over 100,000 alumni living in over 130 countries and I had some 

wonderful trips in the last year and was fortunate to host and be hosted at alumni 

events in Canada, the US, London, Paris and Brussels and met many dynamic alumni 

blazing their own trails around the world. Meeting alumni at events across the globe 

is something I enjoy very much and I look forward to meeting many more of you 

throughout the year ahead.
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News, views and updates from a year on campus

CAMPUS 
NEWS

Street artist Joe Caslin installs mural 
in Trinity’s Front Square

Commissioned as part of the Trinity Creative Challenge, renowned street artist Joe Caslin 

installed a temporary mural in Front Square which was on view for June and July. The 

Volunteers highlighted the importance of volunteerism in Irish society in areas such as drug 

addiction, mental health and direct provision. 

Trinity rises in 
rankings

Trinity has risen in both 
the Times Higher Education 
and the QS rankings 
to remain as Ireland’s 
leading University. Trinity 
is 117 in the Times Higher 
Education World University 
Rankings 2018, climbing 
14 places from 131 last 
year. It has been ranked 
88 in the world in the QS 
World University Rankings 
up ten places from 2017. 
This now places Trinity in 
the top 1% of universities 
worldwide.

Trinity team 
leads €12 million 
EU-funded project 
to bring nature 
into cities

Scientists and business 
experts from Trinity are 
leading a €12 million 
Horizon 2020 Research and 
Innovation Programme 
to bring nature back 
into cities across 
Europe. The Connecting 
Nature project will see 
37 organisations from 19 
countries work together to 
establish Europe as a global 
leader in rethinking how 21st 
century cities can support 
and benefit from nature. 

The Volunteers 
mural at Trinity 

by Joe Caslin

This ‘green wall’ is an example of an urban-based 
nature solution that will help to bring nature back 
into cities.
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Trinity joins the prestigious 
League of European Research 
Universities (LERU)

Trinity has joined the prestigious ranks of the League 
of European Research Universities (LERU) becoming 
the 23rd member alongside Oxford, Cambridge, 
Paris-Sud, Utrecht, Helsinki and Zurich among 
others. Trinity is the first and only University on the 
island of Ireland to become a member of Europe’s 
leading network of research-intensive universities.   

Trinity has created a new lectureship in parasite biology to honour alumnus 

William Cecil Campbell (pictured above), who was jointly awarded a Nobel 

Prize in 2015 with Professor Satoshi Omura for their discovery of a drug 

that guards against infections caused by roundworm parasites. Millions of 

lives around the world have been saved thanks to Professor Campbell and 

Professor Omura’s work.

New parasite biology lectureship honours 
Nobel Prize winner

Ryanair Foundation funds new 
Professor of Entrepreneurship

Ryanair launched a new partnership with the Trinity 
Business School which will create a new position, 
the Ryanair Professor of Entrepreneurship. The new 
professorship, sponsored by the Ryanair Foundation 
with a gift of €1.5 million, will drive and direct 
entrepreneurship and innovation at the Trinity Business 
School and across the University.

Education Minister Richard 
Bruton and Trinity Provost, 
Dr Patrick Prendergast
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Researchers pinpoint watery 
past on Mars

Researchers from Trinity College Dublin have 
discovered a patch of land in an ancient valley on 
Mars that appears to have held water in the not too 
distant past. In doing so, they have pinpointed a 
prime target to begin searching for past life forms 
on the Red Planet.

Trinity announces Cancer Institute

In July 2017, Trinity and St James’s Hospital jointly announced a 
national cancer strategy and the key role that a new comprehensive 
cancer care centre will have as part of its delivery. The first of its 
kind in Ireland, the Trinity St James’s Cancer Institute will set a new 
standard for cancer care nationally, integrating medicine and science 
in cancer prevention, treatment and survivorship. Based on similar 
leading international models, it will be located in one designated 
facility at St James’s Hospital.

Goldilocks genes hold clues to a plethora 
of diseases

Geneticists from Trinity have used our evolutionary history to shine light on 
a plethora of neurodevelopmental disorders and diseases. The Trinity team 
looked back over our evolutionary history to discover which genes don’t 
tolerate increases or decreases over evolutionary time. Their findings isolate 
a relatively short list of genes as candidates for many diverse conditions 
including autism spectrum disorders, schizophrenia, ADHD, intellectual 
disability, developmental delay and epilepsy.

Celebrating 50 years 
of the Berkeley Library 

The Berkeley Library, where 

thousands of Trinity students have 

studied for their exams celebrated 

its 50th anniversary this year. 

In 1967, President Éamon de 

Valera opened the new Berkeley 

Library which was made possible 

by significant philanthropic 

funding, including a donation 

from one of Trinity’s most famous 

alumni, Samuel Beckett.The 

highest standards of architectural 

design were commanded by an 

international competition with 

the award going to 28-year old 

New York-based architect Paul 

Koralek (pictured right). The 

building was considered a beacon 

of modernism and it hailed a new 

era for students and researchers, 

opening up the Library collections 

to a much wider readership.
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The Book of Dimma

 

Trinity unveils precious Irish manuscripts from the Dark Ages

Precious Irish manuscripts from the Dark Ages have been conserved by Trinity following a three-

year programme funded by Bank of America Merrill Lynch’s global Art Conservation project. 

The rarely seen manuscripts from early Christianity have been repaired, analysed and digitised 

and went on public display together for the first time in June 2017. The manuscripts are the Codex 

Usserianius Primus, the Garland of Howth, the Book of Dimma, and the Book of Mulling. They 

join the Book of Kells, the Book of Durrow and the Book of Armagh to form the most preeminent 

collection of early Irish manuscripts in the world. 

Violent winds collide in one of the 
heaviest stars in our galaxy

A revolutionary study involving researchers from Trinity, in 
collaboration with an international team including the Max Planck 
Institute for Radioastronomy (MPIfR) in Germany and NASA in the 
USA, has obtained the sharpest ever images of one of the heaviest 
stars in our galaxy. The images show Eta Carinae and its violent 
collision of winds in stunning detail, providing new information on 
how stars evolve and die.

Scientists unearth cell ‘checkpoint’ 
that stops allergic diseases

Trinity Scientists led by Professor Padraic Fallon have made a significant 
breakthrough in understanding the regulation of immune cells that play 
a pivotal role in allergic diseases such as asthma and eczema. They have 
identified a ‘checkpoint’ manned by these immune cells that, if barred, 
can halt the development of the lung inflammation associated with 
allergies. This discovery provides a potential new target for drug 
developers to focus on.

Campus pollination

In April, Trinity launched the 

Campus Pollinator Plan as part of 

the 5-year All-Ireland Pollinator 

Plan. The programme aims to 

reverse pollinator decline in 

Ireland and help restore healthy 

pollinator populations. Bees 

are important in Ireland, for 

agricultural production of crops 

such as apples and strawberries 

and for the majority of wild 

plants, which create the wild 

habitats that Ireland is famous 

for. There have been global 

declines in many species of 

bees not just in Ireland but 

around the world Trinity has 

committed to supporting 

beekeeping on campus, raising 

awareness of pollinators and 

how to protect them, expanding 

knowledge and collecting 

evidence to track change.Beekeeper and SU President Kevin 
Keane, Emilie and Molly, Botany 
Professor Jane Stout and Eoin Dillon

004_Trinity Today 2017_Campus News_V7.indd   7 15/09/2017   14:51



8

TRINITY TODAY 2017 CAMPUS NEWS

Trinity is 
the leading 
University 
for graduate 
entrepreneurs

Trinity has been ranked as 
Europe’s leading University 
for producing graduate 
entrepreneurs for the third 
year running, according 
to PitchBook’s recently 
published Universities 
Report. The rankings 
measure institutions on the 
number of undergraduate 
alumni who go on to found 
companies that receive 
a first round of venture 
capitalist backing. Trinity 
sits at number 48 globally. 

Trinity 
Education Project 
moves into 
implementation 
phase

The Trinity Education 
Project (TEP) - a University-
wide project to renew and 
refresh Trinity’s education 
provision – moved into a 
new implementation phase 
in 2016/17. The aim is to take 
what makes a Trinity education 
distinctive and make it even 
better.  Along with becoming 
versed in a particular area of 
study, Trinity students will 
develop, through a wider 
selection of elective modules 
and beyond, what are known 
as Trinity ‘graduate attributes’. 
They will experience a wider 
range of teaching, learning 
and assessment methods, 
take an active, self-directed 
approach to their learning, 
and develop 21st century 
transferable skills. In a world 
in which fixed boundaries 
between disciplines are 
constantly shifting, enhancing 
programmes of study with a 
broader vision is particularly 
important.

Student entrepreneurs go head-to-head at Launchbox 2017

Now in its fifth year, LaunchBox’s tale has quickly evolved into one of tremendous success, 

with a host of student entrepreneurs having used the programme as a springboard to 

create viable businesses across a wide range of sectors. In August, ten student-led start-up 

teams pitched to seek capital backing from investors at LaunchBox 2017 Demo Day. This 

year’s pitch day was won by Equine MediRecord, an app that enables proper recording of 

medicines administered to racehorses and other bloodstock, with companies Ticketchain 

and the Marsh Sisters taking the runner-up positions.

Hamilton Mathematics Institute welcomes two Fields Medal winners

Trinity’s Hamilton Mathematics Institute welcomed a number of world-leading 

mathematicians to an international conference in February 2017. Among them were 

two Fields Medal winners, Maxim Kontsevich (IHES) and Andrei Okounkov (Columbia 

University). The Fields Medal, dubbed the mathematician’s “Nobel Prize”,  is one of the 

highest honours that a mathematician can receive.

Demo Day Pitch winners Equine MediRecord Co-Founder 
& CTO Simon Hillary and Founder & CEO Pierce Dargan 

Gregory Gabadadze, Nikita Nekrasov, Samson 
Shatashvili, Yuri Tschinkel, Volker Schomerus, 
Andrei Okounkov and Maxim Kontsevich

Can we bring this across one line 
more?
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Trinity turns the sod on new Business School

Minister for Education & Skills, Richard Bruton officiated the sod 

turning of the new Trinity Business School in October 2016. The new 

building, currently underway, will front onto Pearse Street providing 

another link between the city and the University. The development 

will span about 11,400 sq metres and include a 600 seat auditorium, 

smart classrooms with the latest digital technology and a rooftop 

conference room. 

Astrophysicists 
bring Mercury 
transit to Trinity

Astrophysicists from 

Trinity College offered 

the public a unique 

opportunity to observe 

and learn about the 

2016 Mercury transit, 

when our solar system’s 

smallest planet became 

visible moving across 

the Sun on May 9 2016. 

The hundreds of people 

who attended the event 

in Trinity’s Front Square 

saw Mercury against 

the backdrop of the 

Sun through high-

tech telescopes, and 

witnessed footage of 

the rare event streamed 

to a plasma TV from 

NASA’s Solar Dynamics 

Observatory.

Celebrating Jonathan Swift at 
Trinity on 350th anniversary

Trinity marked the 350th anniversary of Jonathan Swift’s birth 
in 2017 with a number of activities including a Library display of 
Swift related books and manuscripts in the Long Room and an 
international Swift350 conference in June with leading Swiftian 
experts. The Library curated a collaborative online exhibition which 
draws on artifacts relevant to Swift from Trinity and other Dublin 
institutions. The online exhibition, Discovering the Dean: Jonathan 
Swift, Trinity College and Dublin City includes the record of Swift as 
a student in Trinity and can be viewed at tcd.ie/swift350/

Trinity endorses the Principles 
of the Age Friendly University 

In September 2016, Trinity announced the Provost’s endorsement 
of the 10 Principles of the Age Friendly University and launched 
Age Friendly Trinity. This programme signals Trinity’s commitment 
to enhancing the lives of members of society of all ages through 
innovative educational programmes, a research agenda, curriculum 
development, online education, health and wellness activities, arts 
and culture, and civic engagement opportunities. Age Friendly 
Trinity is part of a specific Trinity strategic commitment to equality of 
opportunity and full inclusion that is representative of our core value 
to reach out to a wide cultural, social and educational spectrum with 
the aim of creating a community based on a collegiality in which all 
are encouraged to use their talents to achieve their potential.

Laura Hayes, Ph.D. Researcher in Trinity’s School of Physics, 
helps a young visitor focus in on Mercury’s transit across the Sun

L-R: Dean of the School of Business, Professor 
Andrew Burke, Minister for Education & Skills, 
Richard Bruton, Provost, Dr Patrick Prendergast
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Rough Magic 
donate first 
season to 
Trinity 
Library

Over 115 productions 

and 33 years later 

the award-winning 

Rough Magic 

Theatre Company 

is donating its 

company archive 

to the Library of 

Trinity, as part of 

a series of events 

marking the 50th 

anniversary of the 

Berkeley Library 

in 2017. Rough 

Magic presented its 

first season in the 

Players’ Theatre in 

Trinity College in 

1984. 

Ancient meteorite impact sparked 
long-lived volcanic eruptions on Earth

Meteorite impacts can spark volcanic activity that shapes its 

surface and climate by bringing up material from depth. That 

is the headline finding of an international team, led by Trinity 

geochemists, who discovered that large impacts can be followed 

by intense, long-lived, and explosive volcanic eruptions. The 

team studied rocks filling one of the largest preserved impact 

structures on the planet, located in Canada. The ‘bolide’ hit 

the Earth here 1.85 billion years ago and excavated a deep 

basin, which was filled with melted target rocks and, later, with 

jumbled mixed rocks full of tiny volcanic fragments.

Rough Magic Theatre 
Company Founders

Trinity’s An Cumann Gaelach wins 
top national prize for student society

Trinity’s student Irish language society, An Cumann Gaelach, 
has capped yet another exceptional year by winning the Glór 
na nGael national competition for best Irish language student 
society for the fifth time. The President of Ireland, Michael D 
Higgins, presented the award to representatives of the Cumann 
in April. The society also won the Union of Students in Ireland 
award for best campaign this year in recognition of the success 
of Éigse na Tríonóide, the annual Irish language festival in Trinity, 
and were also awarded the Central Societies Committee award 
in College for best large student society.

Enhancing student exchanges

Trinity currently has almost 200 Erasmus partner universities across Europe. 
In 2016/17 the college-wide student exchange programme was extended 
and eight new exchanges across Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, China, New 
Zealand and India were added. The number of non-EU exchanges with high 
ranking universities globally now stands at 43.  During the academic year 
2016/17, 784 undergraduate Trinity students studied overseas as part of 
mobility programmes, research placements and elective clinical placements. 
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Martin 
Scorsese 
awarded gold 
medal by the 
Philosophical 
Society

Renowned film director, 

Martin Scorsese 

received a Gold Medal 

of Honorary Patronage 

of the University 

Philosophical Society 

in February 2017. 

The award is given to 

exceptional individuals 

who have excelled in 

their given fields. Mr 

Scorsese’s outstanding 

contribution to film 

spans over 50 years and 

includes Taxi Driver, 

Goodfellas and Gangs of 

New York. 

Students showcase science projects

Is Guinness good for you? What are the effects of ball weight to 

pin strike ratio in bowling? And is chocolate good for women? 

These are just some of the science projects that were showcased 

as part of the SciFest@TCPID student exhibition and awards 

in May 2017. Organised by the Trinity Centre for People with 

Intellectual Disabilities (TCPID) in association with SciFest and 

Abbott Ireland, the event provided an opportunity for students 

with learning difficulties to showcase their work and help develop 

their skills. All the students participating in the event are involved 

in the TCPID’s two-year certificate course in arts, science, and 

inclusive applied practice for students.

Martin Scorsese with 
his wife Helen Morris

Trinity Sport celebrates its tenth anniversary

In April, Trinity Sport celebrated its first decade since it opened its doors, having come 
from its former home in the old Luce Hall. The opening of the Sports Centre in 2007 
was a significant milestone in the history of sport in Trinity. The investment, of over 
€20 million, came from a combination of philanthropy, student and University funding 
sources. Since then the Sports Centre has been a hub of activity, with recorded annual 
footfalls in the region of 350,000 visits, over 10,500 students activating access and 
50,000 bookings and events per annum.

Trinity Translational Medicine Institute 
(TTMI) launched

In April 2017, the Trinity Translational Medicine Institute 
(TTMI) was officially opened by the Provost, Dr Patrick 
Prendergast. The Institute is located within the St James’s 
Hospital campus and brings scientists and clinicians 
together to develop new ways to diagnose, prevent and 
treat a range of pressing health concerns.

L-R: Niamh Biddulph, Dairine O’Rourke, Mark Hogan, Hugh O’Callaghan, 
Marian O’Rourke and Shane McGilton
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Fighting back against tuberculosis (TB)

Scientists at Trinity College and St James’s Hospital, working in a team with the 
University of Cambridge and University of Seattle, have identified a way that TB hijacks 
our immune cells in the early stages of infection to allow it to establish a foothold in 
the lung. They hope their research findings, which have just been published in the 
international peer reviewed journal Immunity, will help pave the way towards new 
treatment approaches for TB, particularly in an era of increasing antibiotic resistance. 

Upward trend for CAO applications

Popularity in Trinity degrees continues to rise with 8,278 students 
opting for Trinity as their CAO first preference this year. A total of 
18,624 students, a fifth of all CAO applications, from all over Ireland 
applied to the university with up to 3,403 places being offered. This 
year has also seen strong interest from Northern Ireland with 964 
applications from prospective students and 262 offers made.

Book of Kells 
competition

Trinity College is calling 

on the nation to get 

creative and be inspired 

by one of Ireland’s greatest 

cultural treasures, 

the Book of Kells.  The 

Trinity Book of Kells 

Creative competition is 

a nationwide challenge 

open to people of all ages 

to write a poem or short 

story or create a drawing 

based on the images of 

the world’s most famous 

medieval manuscript. 

The closing date for 

the competition is 30 

November 2017 and all 

details can be found at 

tcd.ie/visitors/competition/

Bike to the future 

Switching from driving to cycling helps Dublin city 

dwellers improve their physical health and mental 

wellbeing, according to a new study involving 

researchers from Trinity College and UCD. The 

study of more than 50,000 Dublin city commuters 

published in the Journal of Transport and Health, 

investigated whether or not the benefits to an 

individual taking up cycling in Dublin outweighed 

the risks for all ages, genders and trip lengths. 

Among the key results were that a shift to cycling 

had an overall positive effect on the health of 

the population – it is associated with a 10-20% 

reduction in conditions like cardiovascular 

disease, breast cancer, colon cancer, dementia, 

depression and type II diabetes among individuals.

12

Laureate na nÓg, author and illustrator, 
PJ Lynch and Senator Lynn Ruane with 
Lynn’s daughter, Jaelynne Ruane (aged 10)
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One in eight are deficient in vitamin D

Researchers from The Irish Longitudinal Study on 
Ageing (TILDA) have shown for the first time that 
vitamin D deficiency is common among adults over 
the age of 50 in Ireland. Vitamin D is essential for bone 
metabolism and is thought to have beneficial health 
effects for muscle strength and non-skeletal health. One 
in eight older adults were deficient in vitamin D which 
increased to one in four during the sun starved winter 
months. Vitamin D deficiency increased with age and 
was more common in smokers (23%), people who live 
alone (21%) and those from a lower socio-economic 
background (17%).

Trinity receives LERU award for alarm app

Trinity student Shauna Quinn and her team won a citizen 
science competition run at the League of European Research 
Universities (LERU) Doctoral Summer School 2017 after 
proposing ‘Letswakeapp’ – a project that strives to find the 
right alarm tone to ensure a good wake-up experience. 
Shauna, who is studying for a Ph.D. in the School of 
Biochemistry and Immunology, was awarded first prize by 
a panel of experts that also comprised Secretary General of 
LERU, Kurt Deketelaere. The prize included seed funding to 
continue the project, with a pilot study already mooted for 
Dublin next year.

Trinity duo 
wins 2017 Irish 
James Dyson 
award

Two Trinity engineering 

graduates have won the 

Irish leg of the 2017 James 

Dyson Award for inventing 

a new software solution 

that helps people with 

intellectual disabilities 

navigate independently. 

A major challenge for 

many people with 

intellectual disabilities, is 

finding their way without 

assistance.  waytoB is 

a smartphone and 

smartwatch solution, 

which allows the carer 

to pre-programme set 

routes, which users 

can follow easily and 

independently.

Making Victorian 
Dublin

In January 2017 an 

interdisciplinary project, 

Making Victorian Dublin, 

was initiated by Trinity’s 

Department of History of 

Art and Architecture and 

Department of Geology, 

focusing on the materials 

and craftsmanship of 

the University’s Museum 

Building. The collaborative 

project explores the 

pioneering role of the Museum 

Building in the employment 

of Irish marble and limestone 

and the industry which 

sourced, supplied and crafted 

the stone. Researchers have 

uncovered new material on 

contemporary quarrying 

and stone carving and have 

discovered new and diverse 

sources for the architecture of 

the building.

Trinity graduates, Talita Holzer Saad and Robbie 
Fryers, winners of the 2017 James Dyson award with 
Pat O’Shea and his son, Patrick in Front Square
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Out of this
World

Trinity astrophysicist, 
Professor Peter 
Gallagher, talks 
about solar explosions, 
Ireland’s most 
ambitious telescope and 
his dream of one day 
venturing into space.

By Will Goodbody
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He’s a man with a sunny disposition. 

Inevitably perhaps for a scientist 

who has spent most of his working 

life studying the Sun. But Professor 

Peter Gallagher has plenty of reasons 

to be cheerful too. This year he 

was appointed a senior advisor at 

the European Space Agency (ESA) 

and awarded France’s Chevalier 

des Palmes Académiques, one 

of the highest accolades the country bestows on academics and 

researchers. His plan to build a radio observatory in the midlands is 

rapidly becoming a reality. And he travelled to Wyoming in August to 

help NASA get the best images of the solar eclipse from one of its jets 

flying at 50,000 feet. Not bad for a lad from Clontarf, whose interest in 

science and engineering began in the garage.

His father, a service engineer, was always taking mechanical 

devices apart. By the age of 10, Peter knew how to disassemble and 

reassemble them too. His yearning for discovery was also satisfied 

by a homemade chemistry laboratory. “I used to take oil and all the 

stuff from my Dad’s garage and bring them to my bedroom,” he says 

with a wistful smile. “There were several explosions in my bedroom 

when I was about 11 or 12 and there were marks on the ceiling, and I 

remember glass in my hands.”

While experimenting came naturally, school didn’t. Maths and 

science were difficult. English almost impossible. Concentration was 

a struggle too. But the more he worked at it, the more the challenge 

of science appealed to his teen mind. And although the lure of gigs 

with his heavy metal band, Indestroy, proved a distraction, his grades 

began to slowly improve. The Leaving Cert quickly came round and 

while engineering and architecture were considered, he ended up 

studying science in University College Dublin (UCD). The plan was 

to pursue chemistry, but the end of first year proved a turning point. 

“I did well in my exams and my parents bought me A Brief History 

of Time by Stephen Hawking as my reward and I loved it,” he says. “I 

read it that summer and I became obsessed with astronomy – it was 

transformative for me.”

After graduating, a Masters in Optoelectronics in Queen’s University 

Belfast beckoned. A stint analysing images on a telescope in the 

Canary Islands solidified what he was feeling. “I was looking at the 

images and asking ‘but how does a galaxy work, how do stars work’? 

And I began thinking, I have to spend my life looking at the stars.”

Winning a fully-funded Ph.D. scholarship to work with NASA in 

the US catapulted Peter headfirst towards this aim and specifically a 

future in solar physics. There he worked on a satellite called the Solar 

and Heliospheric Observatory or SOHO – one of the “coolest missions” 

he had ever seen. As he became increasingly focused, an offer of a 

job came from the Department of Applied Maths and Theoretical 

Physics in Cambridge, where Professor Stephen Hawking was based. 

His father likened it to being asked to play for Manchester United. 

But Peter had other ideas, turning it down for a position in the US in 

solar radio astronomy, a subject he knew nothing about. “I think there 

were tears shed over turning down Cambridge and Stephen Hawking’s 

department, but it was the right decision,” he said. “I always advise 

the students here to take the path that has the most interesting 

science, even if it isn’t at the most prestigious university.”

It was a decision that would change the trajectory of his career. He 

worked in California for three years at Big Bear Solar Observatory and 

a further three years at NASA Goddard Space Flight Center came next. 

“It was a magical time,” he remembers. “You are controlling the 

instruments, you are with the best people in the world. The guy in 

the corridor downstairs, I remember being at lunch with him and 

someone nudging me afterwards and saying, ‘he might win the Nobel 

Prize’. He did – he won the Nobel Prize three years later.”

But Ireland’s call came and when his wife, Professor Emma Teeling, 

was offered a permanent job in UCD, they made the difficult but 

“The first chirp from a planet 
through LOFAR is going to be like 
man walking on the moon – it is going 
to be an amazing moment.”

Professor 
Peter Gallagher

The  pull quote is breaking the sentance can we fix 
that
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ultimately correct decision to return. Today 

his research and that of this team of fifteen 

at Trinity centres on the area of solar activity 

 – enormous unexplained explosions known as 

flares and storms, focused around sunspots. 

“It is like looking at the clouds and saying is 

that cloud going to rain?” he explains. “We 

look at sunspots and try to figure out are they 

going to produce an explosion.” Understanding 

when flares are happening is really important 

as the explosions can damage GPS, telecoms 

infrastructure and power networks. His hope is 

that the new solar observatory in Birr, Co Offaly, 

will help. It has its genesis in 2009 when, during 

a walk in the grounds of Birr Castle, its owner 

Lord Rosse suggested Peter erect some small 

radio antennas there. The sheep sheds in the 

farmyard were transformed into a control room.

One of Professor Gallagher’s biggest 

discoveries subsequently followed, when he 

and colleagues found a connection between 

data on solar explosions recorded by NASA 

spacecraft and radio bursts they were picking 

up in Birr. “We were able to put the two of 

them together to tell us about the way these 

solar storms generate radiation,” he says. 

“And nobody knew that before so we had a big 

discovery only because we had these cheap 

low cost radio things in Birr. That ended up on 

the front page of Nature Physics.”

But the Trinity Professor had even bigger 

ambitions. A European consortium was 

building a a150 million radio telescope 

network comprised of 50 individual stations 

called the Low Frequency Array (LOFAR). 

Professor Gallagher calculated that for 

a2 million, a station could be built here in 

Ireland, extending the LOFAR network across 

Europe to 2000km. Birr seemed the perfect 

location because there was little radio signal 

interference. There was also the historical 

connection as the castle is home to the great 

nineteenth century Leviathan telescope.

Fundraising began, but quickly stalled due 

to the economic climate. But the sun was to 

eventually shine on the project. Joe Hogan, 

founder of telecoms software firm OpenNet, 

introduced Peter to financier Dermot 

Desmond. He liked the idea that it might 

help develop engineering and computer 

science graduates, so the billionaire offered 

a50,000 of seed funding. Mr Desmond also 

made an introduction to businessman Denis 

O’Brien, who donated a similar amount. 

But it was also a community effort. Children 

in Birr collected money and there was 

assistance from other local groups. “The 

wider community in Birr also went with 

the project and saw it as a way of bringing 

education, science and the universities into 

Offaly,” he recalls.

That helped the case for state investment 

and in 2016 Science Foundation Ireland 

offered the balance of a1.3 million. I-LOFAR 

was to become a reality. The first trucks 

arrived on 28 April and over the summer of 

2017 up to 20 student interns spent 10 weeks 

constructing the telescope which measures 

the size of a football field. The data will flow 

via a dedicated open eir sponsored fibre 

optic link to a Dutch supercomputer which 

combines data from the 50 other stations.

While Professor Gallagher’s research group 

will use that information to probe the causes 

of solar flares, others will look for extra 

solar planets or exoplanets. “LOFAR being 

a huge telescope is going to find exoplanets 

with large magnetic fields, and exoplanets 

with large magnetic fields are the best ones 

to live on,” he says. “It will also search for 

extraterrestrial intelligence, for signals that 

we don’t expect. The first chirp from a planet 

is going to be like man walking on the moon 

- it is going to be an amazing moment.” 

They might even “find little green men from 

Offaly,” Professor Gallagher quips!

As if all that weren’t enough, Professor 

Gallagher is enthusiastic about his new role 

advising the Director of Science at ESA. This 

will involve taking a 10-year forward-looking 

view at ESA science missions and making 

calls about where to invest a large chunk of a 

a5 billion budget.

Professor Gallagher is also directly 

involved with the a700 million Solar Orbiter 

mission. It’s due to launch in February 2019 

and will fly inside the orbit of Mercury very 

close to the Sun to acquire high resolution 

pictures of the star and measure solar 

wind. On board will be STIX, an instrument 

providing imaging spectroscopy of solar 

thermal and non-thermal X-ray emissions. 

Professor Gallagher’s team are the experts on 

data analysis and software for the STIX.

Asked whether one day he would like to go 

into space himself, the solar physicist doesn’t 

hesitate. “I’d absolutely love to,” he says, 

with yearning in his voice. He also doesn’t 

pause when asked whether he thinks there’s 

life elsewhere in the universe. “It could be 

simple or complex, but there are 100 billion 

stars in the galaxy and 100 billion galaxies 

which means there must be many stars like 

our own,” he says.

And what would he do if he had a10 

million to spend on any project? Perhaps 

not surprisingly Professor Gallagher says he 

would like to build the first Irish satellite. A 

predictably high altitude ambition from an 

Irish solar physicist, whose star is rapidly on 

the rise.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Will Goodbody B.A., (1999), Science and Technology Correspondent at RTÉ.

Italic for Natural Physics

The Irish LOFAR Radio Telescope at Birr 
Castle with the Milky Way overhead
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importance of helping people. 

I wanted to play my part, I just 

wasn’t sure whether I could do 

that best as a doctor, a lawyer, as 

a politician, or in some other way.

Q: What was it like then starting 
in medicine?
A: It’s no reflection on the 

teaching staff, who were superb, 

but I didn’t really enjoy my first 

couple of years in medicine. 

It was only when I started in 

the clinical years, working in 

hospitals, that I really enjoyed 

it. For me it was about the 

patients, so I think I preferred 

the practice to the theory, even 

though I knew the other was 

critically important.

Since graduation I’ve had lots 

of contact with the School of 

Medicine in Trinity. I’ve helped 

out with Med Day for a number 

of years, and in 2014 I took part 

in the ice-bucket challenge in 

Front Square. I was invited back 

by Professor Orla Hardiman, and 

was delighted to accept, even if 

I did get soaked. That initiative 

helped raise a1.6 million here in 

Ireland for research into Motor 

Neurone Disease, and it showed 

just what can be achieved with a 

little innovation and creativity.

A while back I also accepted 

an invitation from Professor 

Cliona O’Farrelly to launch 

the Discover Research night in 

Trinity and I remember there 

were some great events being 

hosted. One that particularly 

stood out was a talk by the 

gerontologist and medical 

historian, Joe Harbison, on ‘The 

Return of the Provost’s Mummy’. 

It made me wonder why we were 

never taught any of this good 

stuff when I was a student!

Q: Were you active in any 
student clubs or societies?
A: I joined the College Historical 

Society when I started in Trinity 

and really enjoyed it. There 

were some very good people 

involved in the Society and it 

was a great place for making 

friends and learning about 

yourself. Adrian Langan was the 

auditor when I started College 

and it was a very memorable 

year in terms of speakers and 

debates. Adrian later went on to 

set-up the ‘Ireland in Europe’ 

campaign and was campaign 

director for the Irish Alliance 

for Europe during the second 

Nice referendum campaign 

and I really admired the role he 

played during that important 

debate. Paul Gleeson was the 

auditor for the 1999-2000 session 

and it was another great year. 

I ran into Paul a few years ago 

when I was visiting Atlanta and 

Savannah for St Patrick’s Day. 

Paul has gone on to be a 

very successful diplomat and 

was Consul General over there 

at the time, and it was great to 

catch up with him. Likewise, 

Paul Geaney, the Records 

Secretary, was a good friend, 

and I’ve enjoyed meeting him 

when he is over from New York.

Q: What in particular did you 
learn from your time in The Hist?
A: I suppose the first thing I 

learned was how to think on 

your feet. As Taoiseach I face 

On top of his studies in the Trinity School of Medicine, An Taoiseach Leo 
Varadkar cut his political teeth during his College years by becoming an 
active member of societies such as The Hist and Young Fine Gael.

Q: What led to your decision to 
study medicine in Trinity?
A: What a lot of people don’t 

know is that when I started 

in Trinity in 1997 it was as a 

law student. I just missed out 

on the points for medicine 

and instead got my second 

preference. However I was only 

a law student for a few weeks 

before a successful recheck of 

one of my exam papers led to 

me being offered and accepting 

a place in medicine. Although I 

was only in law for a short time 

I really enjoyed my classes – the 

lecturers were passionate and 

engaged and there was a great 

emphasis on logic, evidence and 

argument. So although I was 

only there a short time I think it 

provided a useful foundation. 

Choosing medicine was in 

many ways an easy decision. In a 

sense it was the family business 

because my father was a GP and 

my mother a nurse and I grew 

up with a great sense of the 

   LeoVaradkar
LEADERSHIP, LIFE

AND TRINITY
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Leo Varadkar was sworn in as 
Ireland’s youngest Taoiseach 
in June 2017
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genuine learning experience 

because we were all testing 

ideas and working out our own 

positions on issues. For example, 

I became friends with Averil 

Power who was elected SU 

President (and was a very good 

one, even if she was in Fianna 

Fáil at the time!). While we were 

in College we served together 

in the Youth Convention on the 

Future of Europe which helped 

to inform the Lisbon Treaty. 

Lucinda Creighton was another 

good friend and we went on to 

serve in government together 

just a few years after graduating 

from Trinity. Being a member 

of a political party we also got 

to meet students from other 

universities and colleges across 

Ireland and that was also very 

beneficial. Some of those very 

same people are in the Dáil 

alongside me today. 

Every year for Freshers’ Week 

I come back into Trinity to join 

some clubs and societies. It’s a 

good way of keeping in touch 

and I like to show my support. I 

always join The Hist and Young 

Fine Gael and then whichever 

of the other clubs and societies 

catch my eye.

Leaders’ Questions twice 

a week, on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays, and over half an 

hour you can be asked about 

anything at all, with no advance 

notice or warning. Of course 

you prepare as much as you 

can, but sometimes you have to 

rely on your memory and wider 

reading and ability to formulate 

a response on the spot. 

The great thing about student 

debating is that you get used 

to points of information and 

having your train of thought 

interrupted. You learn the 

importance of thinking quickly 

and being able to develop 

arguments and responses 

under pressure. It’s very useful 

training for a politician, or 

indeed for life! 

Q: And what about student 
politics?
A: I also joined Young Fine 

Gael in Trinity and became 

very active in that. What was 

great about being a member of 

a political party was that you 

got to debate ideas with your 

fellow students, not just those 

in your own party but in the 

other parties as well. It was a 

Q: You ran for election when 
you were still a student, what 
was that like?
A: I ran for the council when 

I was in my second year of 

College, aged 20. Fine Gael 

needed a candidate in West 

Blanchardstown and I stepped 

forward. I lost badly – I 

secured 380 first preferences 

and was eliminated on the 

fifth count – but sometimes 

you learn more from your 

defeats than your victories. 

I learned how to hone a 

message,  run a professional 

campaign, and I learned 

never to give up. Five years 

later, I ran again and headed 

the poll and secured the 

highest first preference in the 

country. I’m glad I ran in 1999 

because I learned a lot from 

the experience. I would tell 

any young, idealistic student 

reading this to just go for it. It’s 

not about winning, it’s about 

standing for what you believe.

Q: Did you ever study abroad 
or do an internship?
A: I still regret not doing an 

Erasmus in Tours in France 

when it was an option. 

However one of the best 

experiences I had was in 

2000 when I was accepted 

on the Washington Ireland 

Programme and I spent 

a great summer over in 

Washington DC as an intern 

in the office of Jack Quinn, 

a Congressman for the 30th 

District of New York, and 

was hosted by Kathleen 

Barger and her lovely family 

in Alexandria, Virginia. It 

was great to be able to see 

close-up how a political office 

worked, and to be able to 

meet with fellow interns and 

people on both sides of the 

political divide, Democrats 

and Republicans, and there 

was a great spirit of idealism. 

I developed a lot of my ideas 

about public service during 

that internship.

“As a student I always loved the GMB 
because the debating chamber was 
so impressive and imposing.”

Q: What is your favourite place 
in Trinity?
A: There are a lot of places I 

could name. First, The Long 

Room, because it has that 

real historic Trinity feel to it. 

Also the Pav, because there 

is nowhere nicer to have 

lunch outdoors or a drink 

on a sunny day. I still sneak 

back sometimes. 

As a student I always loved 

the GMB because the debating 

chamber was so impressive and 

imposing. I think if you can give 

a good speech there you develop 

the confidence to be able to 

deliver a speech anywhere. 

It wasn’t there in my time, 

but I love visiting the Science 

Gallery. It’s full of creativity 

and ideas and Trinity is to be 

commended for developing 

something that has now gone 

around the world. 

Q: Do you have any general 
advice for students today?
A: (1) You learn as much or more 

from your peers as you do from 

your lectures or books. Embrace 

that. I’ve been really impressed 

by the work the Provost is 

doing on re-articulating what 

the Trinity Education means 

in the 21st century, because 

there is a recognition that you 

can sometimes learn as much 

outside the classroom as you 

can inside it. (2) Study abroad 

if you get the chance. Travel 

broadens the mind. (3) You 

only live once. College is a great 

time to experiment and try 

out new things within reason. 

(4) When you are in school or 

College, a year seems like a long 

time, as you get older you realise 

it’s not. The sooner you realise 

that, the better.

So my advice is to have 

fun, work hard, make friends, 

and not to be afraid to throw 

yourself into College life. Some 

things will go well, some things 

won’t, but you’ll learn a lot from 

the experiences and you’ll leave 

Trinity all the better for them.

Leo Varadkar took part in the ice-bucket challenge in 
Trinity’s Front Square to raise funds for MND research.
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250 Years of
The Hist
The College Historical Society in Trinity is preparing 
to celebrate 250 years of encouraging new ideas and 
important debate.

‘D anger of Debating 

Societies to Young 

Men’ was the headline 

of the article in 

Bentley’s Miscellany, 

published in London 

in 1846. The writer, the Archbishop of Dublin, 

was angry about one debating society in 

particular – the College Historical Society 

in Trinity – as he believed it was "injurious 

to mental culture" and destructive to the 

interests of the students. The incoming auditor 

of the Society, Denis Caulfield Heron, decided 

to take him on in his inaugural address, a 

brave move in normal circumstances, and 

especially so given that Heron was the first 

Catholic to be elected auditor.  

Heron’s address was a masterful defence 

of the values of a debating society, then 

and now. It enabled students from different 

backgrounds and different political and 

religious viewpoints to mix with each other, 

exchange ideas, have their prejudices, 

challenges, and their worldview transformed. 

Some students, he suggested, came to Trinity 

and only knew those "who came from the 

same school, or county" becoming "thus, 

one of a clique, prejudices all confirmed". 

However the Society contributed to the ideal 

of a broader Trinity education, which was 

"the enlarging of the mind to an enlightened 

sympathy with all".

The story of the clash between the 

Archbishop and the auditor is just one I 

have discovered during my research into 

the Society, which will celebrate its 250th 

anniversary in 2020. As part of the plans to 

commemorate that landmark, I am writing 

a new history of the Society. I have enjoyed 

going into the archives to see the role the Hist 

played in the life of the College, as well as the 

country over its history.

In the late 18th century the Society was 

an instrument for the Enlightenment in 

Ireland, it allowed new ideas to be discussed 

and debated, and it provided a forum 

for old orthodoxies 

to be confronted and 

challenged. In the 19th 

century it also served a 

practical purpose in Irish 

political life. Following 

the abolition of the Irish 

parliament there was no 

opportunity for young, 

aspiring politicians to 

watch debates, to learn 

about parliamentary 

procedure and to prepare 

for later careers. The 

Society fulfilled that 

function, in a similar way 

to the debating societies in 

Oxford and Cambridge. Some of the dominant 

figures in British parliamentary politics in the 

late 19th century came through the Society, 

from Isaac Butt to Edward Carson. 

From the beginning the Society was the 

home for scientists as well as aspiring lawyers 

and politicians. William Rowan Hamilton, 

one of the greatest mathematicians in Irish 

(and indeed world) history enjoyed attending 

meetings of the Society as a professor and often 

addressed the students from the chair.

Many auditors went on to have extraordinary 

careers. The lead detective at the Criminal 

Investigation Department in London during 

the ‘Jack the Ripper’ investigations was a 

former auditor of the College Historical Society. 

Sir Robert Anderson was convinced he had 

put a stop to the serial killer and attributed the 

ending of the killing spree to his actions.  I look 

forward to seeing where my researches into the 

20th century take me.

By Professor Patrick Geoghegan 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Patrick Geoghegan is a Professor of History at Trinity College Dublin. 
If anyone involved with the Society over the years would like to share their own 
experiences and memories, please email him at geoghanp@gmail.com, or write 
to him at the Department of History.

Sir Robert Anderson, the lead investigator at the CID in 
London during the ‘Jack the Ripper’ investigations was a 
former auditor of the College Historical Society

The Society contributed 
to the ideal of a 
broader Trinity 
education, which was 
“the enlarging of the 
mind to an enlightened 
sympathy with all".

Bentley's Miscellany, 1846
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Hidden
A rare glimpse at some of the more unique 
and lesser-known places within Trinity. 

SCHOOL OF NURSING & MIDWIFERY 
Trinity’s School of Nursing & Midwifery is located in the former headquarters 
of The Gas Company on D’Olier street. Built in 1818, it is one of the finest 
public buildings of the interwar period in Dublin. The building was remodelled 
between 1931 and 1934 by Irish architects Robinson & Keefe. The duo were 
inspired by the Tutankhamun tombs, which is reflected in the eclectic interior 
and Egyptian touches throughout the building. Inside the building a terrazzo 
floor, richly veneered panelling and crystal chandeliers give an impression of 
grandeur. The oak panelled interiors of the Board Room and Director’s office 
are particularly good examples of the domestic architecture style known 
as Stockbroker Tudor. The survival of so many smaller fixtures and fittings 
from the 1930s, such as light fittings, is also of interest. This unique, beautiful 
building combines Neo-Tudor and Art Deco styles in one setting, according 
to Professor Catherine Comiskey of the School of Nursing & Midwifery. “It is a 
1930s building and has wonderful rare Art Deco designs so it’s very special. I 
love the front foyer and offices which are quartertone oak from the 1800s. It’s a 
beautiful place to bring international guests and showcase Trinity,” she says. 

Trinity
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THE MOYNE  INSTITUTE
The Moyne Institute, designed by Desmond Fitzgerald, was opened in 1953. 
With its uniform windows and neo-classical appearance, the building which 
houses the School of Genetics and Microbiology is quietly monumental. The 
building has a distinctive copper-clad roof and a truncated “Y” shape, with 
the two wings housing laboratories and offices. The exterior is considered 
to be a lesson in straight-to-the-point architecture. Beyond the façade is a 
domed ceiling with impressive natural lighting and a floor which is made of 
white Sicilian marble. Double marble staircases ascend to the first floor of each 
wing and a white single marble staircase descends to the ground floor level. 
Professor Charles Dorman is Head of the School of Genetics and Microbiology. 
“I think that the professor who was in post around the time the building was 
commissioned was inspired by the government buildings in Washington 
DC. Although it’s a different shape, the general appearance of the exterior is 
reminiscent of the Pentagon. People always remark on the view. One of the 
problems about the setting is that the sun never shines at the front of the 
building. Even so, if you see it from across College Park  it’s pretty impressive.”

THE DOUGLAS 
HYDE GALLERY 
The Douglas Hyde Gallery was 
originally set up by genetics 
professor George Dawson and the 
first exhibitions were shown in the 
basement of the Berkeley Library. 
Professor Dawson was eventually 
allocated a permanent gallery space 
on campus when an extension to 
the Arts Building was built. Today, it 
bridges the gap between Dublin city 
and Trinity by drawing the public into 
the College. The Douglas Hyde Gallery 
was designed by architect Paul Koralek 
in 1978. The main gallery is accessible 
by a descending staircase, meaning 
visitors encounter the entire exhibition 
from above. The layout gives visitors a 
great sense of the scale and size of the 
gallery, and allows for large artworks 
to be displayed. Georgina Jackson 
is the new director of the Douglas 
Hyde Gallery. “In many ways there’s 
something about the gallery as being 
this gem within the landscape of 
Trinity, but also within the landscape 
of the city. It’s this advocate for visual 
arts and has had an incredible history. 
Next year is the 40th anniversary of the 
gallery. It has an amazing history, but 
also remains a space that’s incredibly 
relevant in the present day”.

  Do you have a 
favourite place in 
Trinity you’d like to 
highlight? Tag 
@tcdalumni or include 
#HiddenTrinity to 
share it with us.
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Cancer is a fundraising 
priority for Trinity and  
St James’s Hospital. 
They have access to an 
extensive charity and 
community network 
including CROSS, 
OvaCare, 
Emer Casey Foundation, 
SOCK, Friends of 
St James’s Hospital, 
Friends of the Coombe, 
Friends of St Luke’s.

from the outset a great supporter of CROSS. 

When Paul succeeded Felipe Contepomi as 

Patron of CROSS, he, with Conor, Ronan, 

and supported by his brothers David, 

Richard and Henry set up the annual Rugby 

Legends Cycle that is held over five days 

every September. Operated with incredible 

CROSS
 

 

CROSS is the brainchild of Conor Headon 

and Ronan Murphy, friends and business 

partners for over 25 years, who decided 

about 14 years ago that they wanted to do 

something very meaningful to support 

cancer research. Through Trinity academic 

and St James’s consultant Professor John 

Reynolds, they linked their ambition to 

our two institutions. CROSS generates 

significant funds through community 

activities such as auctions and charity 

balls. Rugby was always a central theme 

to the charity events, and Paul Wallace of 

Ireland’s most famous rugby family was 

C 
 
ancer is a leading cause of death worldwide. One out of every two people 

will develop cancer and two out of every three people will live and work 

with someone with it. Cancer in Ireland is projected to double by 2040 

with increases in all types of cancer.

While there have been improvements in cancer care in Ireland over recent years, most 

indicators show survivorship rates for many cancer types remain lower than in comparable 

developed countries. Best practice shows that optimum outcomes are achieved in 

comprehensive cancer centres which combine high-volume highly-subspecialised cancer 

care coupled with scientific and technological advances and well-developed programmes 

in education and training for healthcare professionals and scientists. 

Currently there is no comprehensive cancer centre in Ireland, accredited by the 

Organisation of European Cancer Institutes (OECI), a non-governmental organisation that 

promotes standards in cancer centres.

St James’s Hospital, Trinity College Dublin and their partners have consolidated cancer 

activities in a comprehensive cancer centre – a Trinity St James’s Cancer Institute. The 

first of its kind in Ireland, the Trinity St James’s Cancer Institute will set a new level for 

cancer care nationally, integrating medicine and science in cancer prevention, treatment 

and survivorship.

Coinciding with the announcement of the new National Cancer Strategy in July 2017, the 

Institute became a member of the OECI and is seeking its accreditation, which will provide 

a road map for taking cancer services and research to the next level.

CANCER
FUNDRAISING

Trinity College and 
St James’s Hospital, 
are coming together 
to establish Ireland’s 
first comprehensive 
cancer centre.

By Professor 
Paul Browne 

Together 
Against Cancer 
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RECENT DISCOVERIES 
Tricking Cancer into Helping Rather 
than Harming
 
The research, led by Smurfit Professor of Medical Genetics 
Seamus Martin, and conducted by Research Fellow, Dr Conor 
Henry, discovered how certain cancers hijack the immune 
system for their benefit – tricking it into helping rather 
than harming them. The team found that a molecule called 
TRAIL - which is frequently found in high concentrations on 
many cancers - can become ‘re-wired’ in certain tumours 
to send an inflammatory ‘wound-healing’ signal. Ironically, 
TRAIL normally delivers a signal for cells to die, but the Trinity scientists found that this 
molecule can also send a wound-healing message from tumour cells. The research was 
recently published in the prestigious journal Molecular Cell.

New Findings in Oesophagael Cancer
 
Researchers at Trinity have made new findings that could offer 
a means of fighting resistance to treatment for people with 
oesophageal cancer. The research team led by Dr Stephen 
Maher, Ussher Assistant Professor in Translational Oncology 
at Trinity, have discovered that a molecule lost from cancer 
stem cells, called miR-17, is important in driving oesophageal 
tumour resistance to radiotherapy. The team of scientists, 
including those from St James’s Hospital, the Coombe Women 
and Infants University Hospital and the University of Hull in 
the UK, demonstrated that populations of tumour cells that had higher numbers of cancer 
stem cells formed larger, more aggressive tumours. They also demonstrated that the 
cancer stem cells were more resistant to radiation-induced cell death. The findings from 
this ground-breaking research were recently published in the international peer-reviewed 
journal Oncotarget.  

Horizon 2020 Funding 
for Oral and Oesophageal 
Cancer Research

Trinity researchers in the School of Biochemistry & 
Immunology (E. Creagh, K. Hun Mok, V. Kelly, J. Murray, 
R. Porter & D. Zisterer) and the School of Dental Science 
(J. O’Sullivan) along with European partners Queen’s 
University Belfast, University of Siena, University of Valencia 
and OROBOROS INSTRUMENTS, have secured €2.9 million 
for a project entitled ‘TRAining in Cancer mechanisms & 
Therapeutics’ (TRACT). Associate Professor in Biochemistry Dr Daniela Zisterer is the 
TRACT project coordinator. TRACT will enable eleven Ph.D. Fellows to undertake projects 
in three critical areas: biomarker discovery, molecular resistance mechanisms and 
metabolic transformation mechanisms. This will allow for the discovery of novel insights 
into the molecular and cellular basis of oral and oesophageal cancer and generate new 
diagnostic tools and therapeutics that will improve patient response and survival.

efficiency by Michael O’Boyle, the cycle 

has generated significant funds for cancer 

research equipment – about half a million 

euro – and also spread cancer awareness 

across the country through its engagement 

with schools and communities, and high 

profile in the media. Supported by Uniphar 

Group, the 2017 cycle was the fifth. Please 

visit www.crossatlanticcycle.com for 

further information. CROSS is committed 

to raising funds for the Cancer Institute.

If you are interested in learning more 

about Trinity work in cancer or to support 

related activities please contact Zhanna 

O’Clery by email ocleryz@tcd.ie or phone 

+353 (0)1 896 2560.

Trinity and St James’s Hospital have been 

scaling up for the new Cancer Institute 

with the recruitment of key new clinical 

academic and research appointments in 

oncology. Based on similar international 

models, it will be located in one designated 

facility at St James’s Hospital, which is 

a centre of excellence for the delivery of 

cancer care. As a public hospital it provides 

equal access to all. 

Trinity has 180 scientists actively working 

in cancer. They have a track record of high 

quality cancer research with over 1100 

million grant income over the last four years. 

Cancer research is greatly strengthened by 

Trinity as an acknowledged international 

leader in research in biochemistry, 

immunology, genetics and neurosciences.

The plan is to build a dedicated facility. 

The Institute will cost an estimated 1150 

million. The site and the development plan 

demonstrate the potential to have a facility 

of 24,000m2 comparable to other major 

cancer centres.

St James’s Hospital and Trinity College 

are well positioned to create a true “bench 

to bedside” cancer facility. With this 

initiative, we anticipate improved cure rates 

and outcomes for cancer patients – our 

ultimate goal.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Paul Browne, Professor of Haematology, Trinity College Dublin, and Consultant, 
St James’s Hospital, Cancer Institute Project Sponsor
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“An insane bubble!” was how Ruth Negga 

described her run up to the Oscars 2017 

in February when she was in hot demand 

following her nomination for Best Actress 

alongside Meryl Streep and Emma Stone.

“No one told me what it would be like!” she laughs. “I 

bumped into Lenny Abrahamson last year at Comic-Con when 

Lenny was in the middle of his Oscar campaign for Room. He 

said to me, ‘No one told me, no one warned me what it would 

be like!’ And it’s the same for me, it was just insane. I have 

been on a very steep learning curve and have had to develop 

the ability to be both comfortable and not be driven insane by 

talking about myself. It’s terrifying because I am well able to 

have a chat in real life but when you are doing it in front of a 

camera or it’s going into print, you have to be aware that 

these things that you are saying are going to have a legacy. I 

never expected to be that person but you have to learn very 

quickly that you can’t caveat these interviews by saying, ‘sorry 

I’m dull or not in the mood,’ you just have to do it as best as you 

can and suck it up. To be honest it’s not too shabby a place to be 

in really.”

Ruth received her Best Actress nomination for her lead role 

in the film, Loving, the real-life story of Mildred and Richard 

Loving, an interracial couple threatened with prison in 1950s 

Virginia because of their decision to get married. The case 

went all the way to the US Supreme Court and would become 

a landmark judgment in American civil rights, although one 

that was only fully appreciated after Mildred died in 2008.

While Ruth lost out on the night to Emma Stone who 

took home the Oscar for La La Land, the nomination has 

catapulted her into Hollywood’s big league. The Irish-

Ethiopian actress who grew up in Dooradoyle in Co Limerick 

suddenly found herself at the centre of a media frenzy and 

a lot of noise with many describing her as an ‘overnight 

success’. For anyone who has followed her rise through 

the ranks in theatre, film and TV, this is not the case but 

it doesn’t seem to bother her. “I don’t mind terribly when 

people say I am an overnight success because for some 

people I am.”

There is no doubt that she will now be in big demand 

in Hollywood following her nomination and she says that 

eschewing all forms of social media helps to keep her 

insulated from all the noise around her and allows her just 

to enjoy it. 

“After making a movie and before the Oscars you go 

on what are called ‘campaigns’ where you are essentially 

campaigning for your film. In my case, Loving was a very 

small film comparatively, so it was very important for me 

to put a lot of time into that campaign. I had also started 

back on the second season of my TV series Preacher. But 

it was a wonderful feeling being nominated for my work 

amongst all these big names so at the time I just tried to 

enjoy it,” she says. 

Mainly based in London with her long-term boyfriend and 

Following a busy year of Oscar, Golden Globe and BAFTA nominations Ruth Negga 
sits down with Trinity Today to talk about her journey from Trinity drama student 
to Hollywood.  

By Nicole Matthews

DramaLoving
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fellow Preacher co-star, Dominic Cooper, Ruth explains how 

studying acting in Trinity was all she wanted to do for as long 

as she can remember. 

“I have this peculiar thing where I don’t remember why 

I have latched onto these ideas but for as long as I could 

remember I was so adamant that I was going to Trinity 

College. I was just so focused on it.  I’m sure it helped that 

it is such a historic place with extraordinary stories and 

is so beautiful but Trinity is really a very proud piece of 

architecture and history in Ireland and I always thought, that 

is where I want to go. Also in terms of my family I would have 

been the first person to go there.”

While having what she describes as such delicious happy 

memories of her time at Trinity, Ruth also describes her 

drama degree as the toughest few years she has ever had work-

wise. “The acting course for me was more of a drama school 

under the umbrella of an academic university. The great thing 

was there weren’t these monumental fees as I wouldn’t have 

been able to afford it otherwise. I don’t think anything I have 

ever done in my life was as tough as those few years. They 

re-programme your idea of hard work and really prepare 

you for how tough acting life can be. And that is really 

essential as in many ways nothing is as hard as drama school 

except not working.”

Describing acting as a vocation, movies and plays were the 

tinder that fuelled the fire in her but surely there must have 

been moments of self-doubt along the way? “Acting felt like 

a need for me and I didn’t really ever feel that need towards 

anything else. I never thought, even when times were tough, 

am I doing the right thing? I always thought am I doing 

something that will make me look back and believe that I used 

my time well. Because I didn’t want to be chasing things for 

my entire life – that is not a way to live. So there are moments 

of doubt when you need to re-clarify your values and goals, 

but everyone has to do that – not just actors.” 

Ruth’s first job out of Trinity was playing the role of Lolita 

in a Corn Exchange production at The Peacock Theatre 

in 2002 and reviews described her debut performance as 

“breathtaking”. Since then she has comfortably traversed 

theatre, TV and film and says the medium is less important to 

her than the director you choose to work with which is a far 

more crucial decision. 

“I have never been discriminatory when it comes to a 

particular medium of acting. Even if I could afford to be, 

which I can’t, I wouldn’t be. They are all so different from each 

other and require different assets as an actor but they should 

all be in the wheelhouse of the skills of any actor. At the end of 

the day, it’s all about the story and the director – they are the 

two main things. There is often some greater alchemistic work 

at play because sometimes you can have the most beautiful 

script but the director is not able to translate that vision in a 

very coherent way or they’re just plain not nice to be around. 

I think I’m very lucky in that I have worked with mostly lovely 

people. This is so important to me as I am very aware of 

how short a time we have on earth and I don’t want to waste 

my time working with people who are not nice.” According 

to Ruth it’s also a myth that Hollywood is a tough and 

competitive environment with Ruth saying her experience so 

far has been wholly positive. 

“The nicest thing is who you get to meet as you get to 

meet the most wonderful people who I never even dreamt of 

meeting. Around the time of the Oscars I got to have a bite to 

eat with Richard Dreyfuss, Eva Marie Saint, Laura and Bruce 

Dern and Tom Hanks. Getting to sit and eat and chat with 

these people and hear their wonderful stories is amazing and I 

just felt like I was sitting and watching from afar. Also they are 

extraordinarily kind and supportive and I have always noticed 

that actors have a reputation of being bitchy and unsupportive 

of each other but my overwhelming experience has been the 

opposite. So it’s wonderful to meet people and congratulate 

them on their work as this work can be transformative and 

it can change things. People come up to me in tears about 

this couple in Loving saying this happened to my family and 

you are talking about me. That is what art does, it is a great 

comforter at times and makes you feel less alone in the world.”

Any last words of advice or wisdom to impart on current 

Trinity students? “Go to every Trinity Ball. Sometimes I got too 

caught up in the work but it was one of the best nights of my 

life and I remember every bit of it!”

“For as long as I could remember 
I was so adamant that I was going 
to Trinity College.”

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Nicole Matthews B.A. (2001) is Director of Communications with Trinity Development & Alumni.
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Ellard Eppel

Ellard Eppel graduated from Trinity Medical School in 1946 and practiced 

as a GP in Dublin for over 50 years, with his beloved wife Beth at his side. 

He was an exemplary solo practitioner of the “old school” spending much 

of his day doing home visits and working with the underprivileged. He was 

an avid supporter of postgraduate medical education and rarely missed 

an opportunity to attend the lunchtime meetings at St James’s. It is most 

appropriate that the Institute of Population Health is bene� tting from Ellard 

and Beth’s legacy where a seminar room has been named in their honour.

Nóirín Plunkett

Nóirín Plunkett B.A. (2008) was “a self-described geek, a Jack of all trades 

and master of several”. She played Irish, lap and Classical harps, piano 

and violin. A natural linguist, placed in the “native speakers” class at LMU 

during her Erasmus year in Germany, she graduated with a First Class 

Honours degree in Computer Science, Linguistics and German and a Gold 

Medal. She believed � rmly in the ability of women to succeed in STEM 

and tried to ensure women had the recognition and opportunities they 

deserved in this � eld. She worked for Microsoft and Google as a Technical 

Writer, but her real drive came from cooperation in Open Source Software. 

She coordinated the European volunteer support for Open Source 

recovery tools during the New Zealand earthquake in 2011. Appointed the � rst female Vice-President and Board member 

of Apache Software Foundation, she led their Conference Planning team for some years. She was also a Board member 

of the Open Cloud Initiative. She was the keynote speaker at Wesleyan University celebrating “Women in STEM Day” 

in October 2013. Immediately prior to her untimely death from natural causes in July 2015, she had taken on the Chief 

Operations O�  cer role for a small independent company focussed on Data Security. Her legacy will endow a scholarship 

for female students to study in the � eld of Computer Science, via the Trinity Access Programmes. 

The Power
of a Legacy 

For more information on legacy 
giving, please contact Carmen Leon
E: carmen.leon@tcd.ie
T: +353 1 896 1379

We look at the transformative impact which legacy gifts have 
had on Trinity throughout history and continue to play todayJonathan Swi� 

(1667–1745)

In the year of the 350th birthday 
anniversary of Jonathan Swift, 
we take stock of his legacy as an 
author, clergyman and satirist and 
also the central role he played in 
drawing attention to mental illness 
by leaving a bequest to found St 
Patrick’s Hospital. 

Born on November 30, 1667, Jonathan 

Swift grew up fatherless. Under 

the care of his uncle, he received a 

bachelor's degree from Trinity College 

and then worked as a statesman's 

assistant. Eventually, he became 

dean of St Patrick's Cathedral in 

Dublin. Most of his writings were 

published under pseudonyms. He is 

best remembered for his 1726 book 

Gulliver's Travels. Jonathan Swift left 

an estate of about 12,000 pounds. 

In his will he left details of where St 

Patrick’s Hospital should be built and 

how it should be run by its board of 

governors. Although the governors 

� rst met in 1746, the asylum would 

not open until 1757. By founding St 

Patrick’s Hospital, Swift recognised 

that people with mental health 

di�  culties needed a specialist service 

to provide care, treatment and a 

voice. Now known as St Patrick’s 

Mental Health Services University 

Hospital through its association with 

Trinity College, the Hospital is driven 

by the same vision, energy and 

determination � rst demonstrated by 

Dean Swift by leaving the bequest. In 

keeping with his life, even Jonathan 

Swift’s family motto Festina Lente 

(make haste slowly) is a paradox, what 

does it mean to go Swiftly and Slowly?
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Donalds

war zone were the opiate addicts squatting in 

the abandoned structures.

 “If ISIS was to come to Monessen, they’d 

keep on going [as] they’d say somebody 

already bombed the goddamn place,” 

Mavrakis said half-jokingly.

 Touring Monessen with Mavrakis 

reinforced the sense I was getting across 

the 20 states I visited during the race: many 

Trump fans were not cheering his racist or 

misogynistic rhetoric, but were just angry at 

the politicians – Democrats and Republicans – 

who had long forgotten about them. 

 When Trump beat Hillary Clinton, it was 

because of wins in states such as Pennsylvania. 

Monessen – and many other rust-belt cities 

that are invisible to the coastal elites and 

foreign tourists who fly over en route from 

New York to Los Angeles – had sent a message 

that they had not gained from globalisation as 

manufacturing jobs left for China and nothing 

emerged to fill the vacuum.

 While criss-crossing the US during the 

20-month election, I sometimes recalled the 

Chinese factory workers I had met during a 

previous posting in Hong Kong. In the Pearl 

River Delta – the immense manufacturing 

region across the border in mainland China – 

factory owners and government officials also 

fretted about rising wages that were driving 

jobs out of China.

 Tens of millions of migrant workers had 

flocked to southern China in recent decades to 

earn a living populating the production lines 

M onessen, 

Pennsylvania, was 

a long way from 

Ireland. When I 

was growing up in 

Dublin, America 

was the ultimate 

land of opportunity – even if that view was 

romanticised because of high unemployment 

in Ireland that hovered near the high teens 

when I graduated from Trinity in 1991. 

 Twenty-five years later, as I drove 

into Monessen to cover a Donald Trump 

campaign rally for the Financial Times, there 

was no trace of the ‘American Dream’ that 

decades ago had attracted immigrants from 

all across Europe to what was then a bustling 

steel town on the Monongahela River.

 One of the best parts of journalism is the 

characters you encounter. I’ve been lucky 

enough to interview everyone from US farmers 

and Chinese factory workers, to CIA spies and 

tsunami survivors, to Donald Rumsfeld and 

Donald Trump. But few were as colourful as 

Lou Mavrakis, 79, the Greek-Italian mayor of 

Monessen who had invited Trump to his city 

because he was tired of politicians.

 Mavrakis said Monessen epitomised the 

problems afflicting those parts of America 

that were sending voters to Trump and 

confounding political pundits in Washington. 

Beautiful buildings that once stood proudly 

on the main street were boarded, and one of 

the few things differentiating the city from a 

that churn out everything from Nike runners 

to iPhones. Some of them worked for Liam 

Casey, a fast-talking entrepreneur from Cork, 

who was one of the first people I met as a 

reporter in China. Over 20 plus years, Casey 

had built a successful supply chain company 

called PCH International that among other 

things ships Apple products to the US. 

 Casey personifies globalisation. Carrying 

three iPhones – a red one for China, a green 

one for Ireland, and a blue one for the US – he 

said PCH thrived because it was three hours 

from the factories where it sourced parts and 

products – and three days from any consumer 

in the world. 

 Low wages in China coupled with such 

sophisticated supply chains have enabled 

many Americans to gain from globalisation, 

even if just through lower prices at Walmart. 

But for those suffering from stagnant wages 

or unemployment, lower smartphone prices 

are not much consolation.

 As person after person asked how an 

Irishman with a Greek name ended up 

covering the US election, I was hit by the 

irony that I was the kind of economic migrant 

who had gained from globalisation to the 

same degree that many Trump voters had 

suffered from the phenomenon.

 My Trinity career started earlier than 

most – not because I was a child prodigy, but 

because my dad was a geology professor who 

“let” me crush rock in the basement of the 

Museum Building, long before child labour 

was a concern. When I was nine, we spent six 

months in Indiana, where 37 years later during 

the campaign an elderly man with few teeth 

told me that God had chosen Trump’s running 

mate 6,000 years ago. When I later told that 

story to Mike Pence, the conservative Irish-

American former Indiana governor and now 

vice-president, he did not smile.

 Like many Irish students of my generation, 

I spent summers working abroad. I cleaned 

tables at Wendy’s in Munich and ‘protected’ 

Moonraker as a security guard in Boston. 

After graduating from ESS in Trinity, I moved 

to Tokyo to teach English for a year. My plan 

to return to enter King’s Inns was derailed 

by an interest in Japanese that saw me stay 

for seven years. Along the way, I became a 

currency trader at Citibank, a translator, a 

wannabe photographer and a reporter for 

Bloomberg.

 During that time, I also spent a year 

studying Chinese at Beijing University – on a 

Chinese government scholarship that was so 

Demetri Sevastopulo’s journalism career has taken him 
from Trinity’s Museum Building to China, Japan, 
Afghanistan and Iraq. Now, as the Financial Times’ 
Washington Bureau Chief, the Trinity graduate is in the US 
capital covering the Trump administration.

Jousting
      with the
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badly advertised in Ireland there was almost 

no competition. After Bloomberg, I returned 

to Boston to pursue an MA in East Asian 

studies at Harvard University. I had been 

turned down the first time, but swallowed 

my pride and was successful on my second 

attempt – which underscored a critical skill in 

journalism: never quit!

 After graduation, I joined the FT 

Washington bureau as a business reporter. 

I then covered the Pentagon and CIA for 

five years, in an unforgettable experience 

that took me from Iraq and Afghanistan 

to Guantanamo Bay. After spending the 

next six years in Hong Kong, including four 

years running our Asia news operations, 

and covering the Umbrella Revolution, I 

returned to Washington, sad to be leaving 

China because of its amazing stories but also 

because US politics seemed so sleepy.

 But that was before Donald Trump and the 

most incredible election in modern history. 

From watching Trump appear with John 

Wayne’s daughter in Iowa, to having Trump’s 

son Don tell security to evict me from his 

vicinity in Ohio, to being shushed by Bill 

Clinton at an Irish bar in Manhattan, nothing 

had prepared me for what one friend called 

“the greatest show on earth”.

 When Trump won what effectively was the 

political equivalent of The Apprentice, many 

of his Republican naysayers said the office 

would change the man. But he has proved 

as constant as he is unpredictable. Covering 

his administration is like no other, as he 

loads up Twitter every day to shoot the ‘fake 

news’ media for covering everything from the 

Russia scandal to his trade policies.

 When I interviewed Trump in March 

2017, he quipped that the FT treated him 

fairly 60 per cent of the time, before bizarrely 

adding: “You lost, I won”. But he showed a 

more human side two months later when I 

brought my young kids, Sahra and Ren, to 

the White House for “Bring your kids to work 

day” and Trump generously posed with them 

for a photo.

While reporters covering the White House 

have a privileged window into 

how the US is governed, Trump 

has opened up that porthole 

to the world via Twitter, in a 

way that his fans describe as 

democratisation and his critics 

say demeans the presidency 

and threatens national security. 

But the experience is not one 

for the thin-skinned given the 

abuse that regularly gets hurled 

around.

Long before Trump came to 

Washington, my main exposure 

to abrasive officials was Donald 

Rumsfeld. I was a member of 

the Pentagon press corps that 

accompanied Rumsfeld around 

the world – and once bought 

him Irish coffee at the Shannon airport bar – 

until he banned me from his plane for writing 

that the air force doctor prescribed Ambien on 

board. On another occasion, he asked about 

my girlfriend, Misa, whom he had previously 

met with me by chance. When I replied that 

we had married, he quipped: “She must be the 

most patient woman in the world!” But not to 

be outdone, I shot back: “After your wife Mr 

Rumsfeld, she is number two!”

 Such encounters now seem quaint. But his 

infamous reply to a question about Osama 

bin Laden now seems applicable to covering 

Trump: “If you are chasing the chicken around 

the chicken yard, and you don’t have him yet, 

and the question is how close are you, the 

answer is, it’s tough to characterise because 

there are lots of zigs and zags.” Or in other 

words, “Stuff happens.”

“When Trump won 
what effectively was 
the political equivalent 
of The Apprentice, 
many of his Republican 
naysayers said the 
office would change the 
man. But he has proved 
as constant as he is 
unpredictable. ”

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Demetri Sevastopulo B.B.S. (1991) is the Financial Times Washington Bureau Chief

CLOCKWISE: Demetri Sevastopulo meets with Afghan elder in 
Khost; At the 2016 Democratic Convention in Philadelphia; In the 
Oval Office with US President Donald Trump
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B rexit has raised questions over its potentially 

harmful effects on the Irish economy. There are 

a number of potential downsides on the table 

including trade, the border, and cooperation. But 

amongst that gloomy pile lies the potential for 

significant gains for Irish science. 

We need to recognise the positives and make 

Brexit work for Irish science, is the view of Professor Michael Morris, 

Professor of Nanoscience and Director of Trinity’s Advanced Materials 

and BioEngineering Research Institute (AMBER).  “We have to 

become confident in our abilities,” says Professor Morris. “We 

are scientifically mature and in some areas are world leaders. 

Over the last eight years, Irish scientists have decreased the 

amount of funding channelled through the UK. In fact the 

UK and Germany are about level for us as sources of funding 

now,” Professor Morris adds.

There is little doubt that UK science could be significantly 

impacted by Brexit as confirmed in a recent report by 

the Royal Society. Ireland by comparison offers a stable, 

attractive base for researchers. Science research in Ireland 

has never been in a better state of health. Currently, Ireland is 

ranked first in the world for nanotechnology and third in the 

world for the quality of materials science research. High-tech 

companies may increasingly see Ireland as attractive because 

of its European location and scientific reputation, and such 

companies clearly bring a spectrum of R&D work. 

What’s more, scientists in the UK and abroad have begun 

to wonder if collaboration with European colleagues will 

become more difficult following Brexit. This may increase 

the ability of Ireland to attract international expertise and 

researchers, to enhance our growing reputation in both basic 

and applied sciences.

“Mobility has always been critical to scientific advances,” 

says Professor Morris. “Any barriers, real or perceived, to 

going to the UK, both from within Europe or from outside, 

will be detrimental to their science.” He predicts Ireland 

can become a partner of choice. "We are English speaking, 

we have strong links with the US and we hold recognised 

strengths in areas such as nanoscience." 

UK scientists benefit enormously from European funding 

and were strongly pro-Remain in the referendum debates. 

University towns like Oxford and Cambridge voted over 70 per 

cent Remain. And while we may sympathise with researchers 

there, Ireland needs to step forward and make clear that 

VALERIA NICOLOSI 

PUTTING SUPER-HEROES TO WORK

The lithium batteries in our smartphones and laptops hold a big charge in a small 

package, but their Achilles’ heel is time. A new device might have lasted ten hours 

but two years later we are looking to juice up within two hours. Professor Valeria 

Nicolosi in Trinity has created batteries that can last up to one-thousand times 

longer. This remarkable feat has been possible due to the super materials she 

works with in her lab.

“There are 500 materials that we can make one atom thick. Each possess 

different, remarkable properties,” she explains. “It is like having a set of super-

heroes, each one with a different power.” Some might argue Professor Nicolosi 

has some superhero attributes herself. She is the only scientist to have received 

five European Research Council grants, an incredibly prestigious European funder 

As Britain edges ever closer to its breakup with 
the EU, the time has come for Ireland to 
recognise the potential benefits of Brexit and 
prepare to optimise opportunities, particularly 
in relation to scientific research and innovation.

By Anthony King 

Brexit
Making the

best of 
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we remain open to 

European scientists as 

collaboration lies at the 

heart of cutting edge 

science, notes Professor 

Morris.

Indeed, he foresees 

that one of the biggest 

opportunities for 

Ireland lies in reaching 

out to UK research 

institutes as they enter 

troubled waters. The UK has some of the best universities in 

the world: Oxford, Cambridge, University College London 

and Imperial College London. For materials science, the 

University of Manchester is recognised as a world leader, 

home to the Nobel Prize winners for the wonder material 

graphene. Despite Brexit, these academic fortresses in the 

UK will stand solid, but UK institutions may be more open to 

deepening ties with their Irish counterparts.

The greatest key to unlocking these opportunities is 

for Ireland to continue the development of Irish research 

both within academic institutions and in companies. The 

commitment to science funding in recent years has been 

laudable and that commitment must continue to grow. If we 

are to become a destination of choice for the researchers, it 

will deepen and enhance the Irish talent pool that will drive 

the economy in this country for many years to come.

with a success rate of just 5 per cent. She moved from Oxford in 2012 and 

began with a team of four; she has expanded and now manages a team 

of 32 researchers. 

“Once you get that stamp of excellence from the ERC, you suddenly 

start receiving a lot of attention internationally from peers and from 

industry,” she explains. Her research is by no means theoretical. Already, 

she has spun out patents that could improve people’s lives. Professor 

Nicolosi’s lab has combined advances in batteries with 3D printing; she 

hopes her batteries can be printed on medical devices and implanted in 

patients. The very real benefit for patients is that the device would not 

need to be replaced.

“Batteries haven’t changed much since they were invented in 1800 by 

Alessandro Volta,” she says. “But now we have hundreds of materials to 

choose from. That analogy to superheroes fits in here. One set of materials 

are good for the cathode part of a battery, another for the anode part. We 

can combine the best materials.”

JONATHAN COLEMAN 

AN ARTIST’S PALETTE

Professor Coleman is interested in the small things in life. Nanometres, which 

are a millionth of a millimetre, are the units of measure he works in. “When 

you make stuff really small, usually the properties of the material change for 

the better,” he says. 

Trinity researchers made headlines around the world last year by 

combining silly putty and a wonder nanomaterial, graphene. The report 

in the leading scientific publication Science showed how the combination 

made in Professor Jonathan Coleman’s lab produced an incredibly sensitive 

sensor. It could even detect the tiny footsteps of a spider, the Wall Street 

Journal noted.

But the scientists have better uses for it. “If you connect wires to graphene 

in the silly putty, you can use it as a recording device on an artery. You see 

the electrical resistance change and you can actually measure blood pressure 

in an unobtrusive way,” says Professor Coleman. Right now there is no way 

to measure blood pressure continuously. Professor Coleman is in talks with 

industry partners and is confident that a wearable blood pressure sensor 

is feasible. “Measuring blood pressure continuously would act as an early 

warning system for loads of maladies,” he explains.  

Professor Coleman recently received an advanced funding grant 

from the European Research Council, a highly prestigious award. Th 

 five-year grant was for printing electronic devices, but earlier this year he 

reported a landmark paper showing how to print a nanoscale device from an 

inkjet printer. 

“There are perhaps 6,000 2 dimensional materials, so imagine how 

many combinations that is. It’s like having an artist’s palette,” Prof Coleman 

enthuses. It leaves a lot of open ground for those with a mathematical 

approach and is paying off for Professor Coleman’s lab.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Anthony King B.A., (1995) writes on health, technology, science and business and has contributed to the Irish Times, 
Nature, Science Magazine, New Scientist, Cell, the New York Times, Chemistry World, Chemistry & Industry, Technology 
Ireland, Cosmos Magazine, Discover Magazine.

Professor Michael Morris
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TRINITY ENABLING 
AN INNOVATION 
DISTRICT IN DUBLIN

Trinity is seeking to establish itself at the 
heart of innovation within Dublin with 
plans for a new Trinity Technology and 
Enterprise Campus (TTEC), which will 
be located among tech giants such as 
Google, Facebook and Twitter along the 
Silicon Docks.

By Gavin Mc Loughlin Since Google opened its EMEA headquarters with just 

100 people in 2003 a lot has changed in Dublin. Now 

considered a European tech hub, a whole host of big 

players have located within the city, including Facebook, 

Twitter, Stripe and Airbnb to name but a few. Google 

alone now employs over 6,000 people in the city.

At the very heart of this tech boom is the capital’s so-called Silicon 

Docks, which stretches from the IFSC to the Grand Canal Docks. While 

Trinity already plays an important role within this ecosystem, plans are 

underway to further consolidate this position, with the establishment of 

a new Trinity Technology and Enterprise Campus (TTEC) in the heart of 

the Silicon Docks.

At the forefront of these ambitious plans is Diarmuid O’Brien, 

Trinity’s Chief Innovation and Enterprise Offi cer. Trinity’s overarching 

ambition is to act as a catalyst to enable the creation of an innovation 

district in Dublin. It will be a new global centre of excellence where 

the world’s most innovative companies choose to co-locate in order to 

access the best talent and start-ups.

TRINITY TODAY 2017 TRINITY TECHNOLOGY AND ENTERPRISE CAMPUS
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Successful innovation districts are built 

around world-class universities which provide 

the talent and research pipeline. Global 

reference points include the Kendall Square 

district adjacent to MIT and Harvard, the 

White City Campus at Imperial College in 

London and the Cortex Innovation Hub in St 

Louis close to Washington University.

Located on a 5.5 acre site in the Silicon 

Docks area of Dublin, TTEC is a ten-minute 

walk from the main Trinity campus on the 

rapidly transforming south side of the docks. 

Currently the site is a collection of one or two 

storey redbrick buildings. TTEC’s proposed 

“anchor institution” will be a new engineering, 

energy and environment institute called E3, 

for which planning is already well advanced. 

E3 will bring together teaching and research 

in IT, engineering and science 

in new and innovative ways. 

TTEC will also house four 

major national research 

centres, AMBER, ADAPT, 

CONNECT and Learnovate 

and it will have the highest density of top class 

researchers in Ireland.

Importantly TTEC will also provide an 

opportunity for leading companies to co-

locate with each other and the University. 

It will house a 12,000m2 co-working space, 

focused on start-ups and scaling companies, 

and it will have signifi cant stand-alone 

space for larger companies. Critically, it will 

also provide community space focused on 

entrepreneurship and innovation – just as 

District Hall does within Boston.

Trinity, given that it is Ireland’s leading 

University based within the centre of the 

country’s capital, believes that it can and 

should play a more signifi cant role as an agent 

of transformation for Ireland. According to 

O’Brien, it is increasingly important today 

for universities to be catalysts for economic 

activity, in addition to being centres of 

education and training.

 “Trinity understands that it needs to play 

a dynamic role for Ireland in supporting what 

the country becomes, what it does and what 

While Trinity already plays an 
important role in this ecosystem, 
plans are underway to further 
consolidate this position. 

TRINITY TODAY 2017TRINITY TECHNOLOGY AND ENTERPRISE CAMPUS
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474
Trinity has signed 474 industry 
collaborative research contracts 
in the last five years, rising 
from 24 in 2012 to 156 in 2016. 
Partners include global leaders 
including Intel, Huawei, Abbvie 
and Johnson & Johnson.

1st
Trinity is ranked 1st in Europe 
for graduate entrepreneurship 
for the 3rd year running. Over 
the last ten years graduate 
entrepreneurs established 180 
companies that raised capital 
of approximately US $2.2 billion.

60M
Trinity, in partnership with 
UCD, established Ireland’s first 
venture fund with an exclusive 
focus of commercialising 
research from higher education 
institutes.

100
Trinity faculty have established 
>100 campus companies in the 
last 30 years. These companies 
have raised investment of 
>€0.5 billion; had exports 
of >€1.3 billion and have 
commercialised 300 products.

110M
Trinity’s research income now 
represents 1/3rd of our total 
revenue.
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it is known for. We believe this can be done 

by emulating the development of Dublin’s 

International Financial Services Centre 

(IFSC),” he says. “The IFSC was successful 

because there was a clear strategic vision about 

what Dublin needed to do as a city to compete 

and win business from London, Frankfurt, 

Paris and around the world. We are trying 

to develop an innovation equivalent of the 

financial services sector.”

The project will cost hundreds of 

millions of euro and investment is likely to 

come from five sources of capital: Trinity’s own 

resources, the Government, debt 

finance from the likes of the European 

Investment Bank or the Irish Government’s 

Ireland Strategic Investment Fund, private 

capital from a development partner, and 

finally, philanthropy.

O’Brien sees the potential to build one 

million square feet of new space. The College 

is currently seeking to appoint master 

planners, and is aiming to have a business 

plan developed within twelve months. Once 

that is approved, fundraising can begin. The 

University is already engaged with Dublin City 

Council regarding planning permission.

The new campus is just one plank of 

the College’s future development plans. 

Construction of the new a80 million Trinity 

Business School on the site of Luce Hall is 

well underway and a new 250-bed student 

accommodation facility at Oisín House is 

due to open in 2018. Student numbers are 

likely to increase substantially due to Ireland’s 

demographics and the new campus will help 

raise Trinity’s competitive edge further.

Trinity’s ambition is to act as a catalyst to 
enable the creation of an innovation district 
in Dublin. It will be a new global centre of 
excellence where the world’s most innovative 
companies chose to co-locate to access the best 
talent, innovation and start-ups.
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75
Trinity’s student accelerators 
LaunchBox has supported 
75 companies in its first five 
years. Five of these companies 
have raised >€4.7 million 
in investment between them 
including Food Cloud, TouchTek, 
Artomatix and MatchDay Sports.

19th
Trinity is the 19th highest 
ranked institution in Europe 
for Horizon 2020 funding out of 
more than 14,000 organisations. 
Trinity has been awarded  
€66 million in funding in the 
first two years of H2020.

50%
Trinity has won 50% of all of 
Ireland’s ERC awards during 
H2020. ERC awards are the most 
prestigious research grants in 
Europe for individual academics.

1st
Trinity is ranked first in Europe 
for citations of its patent 
portfolio in Reuters ranking 
of Europe’s most innovation 
universities. Citations are  
the international measure  
for quality and excellence. 

112
Trinity has licensed 112 
technologies from its technology 
portfolio in the last five years 
(2012–2016) to globally leading 
companies such as Google, 
Samsung, Intel, GSK, Microsoft 
and Hewlett Packard.
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Trinity is uniquely placed to enable 

collaboration between its students, its 

neighbouring tech companies and Dublin’s 

booming start-up sector. 

The traditional path after leaving Trinity 

was to get a job or pursue further study. The 

new campus project aims to give students 

the tools and encouragement to create their 

own job as an equal alternative. Future Trinity 

students using the campus will be living 

and working alongside the most exciting 

companies Dublin has to offer.

 “We would like to see a much stronger 

engagement between the undergraduate 

community and Dublin’s tech community. So 

when students are doing final year research 

projects they could be on campus working 

directly alongside these companies. We are 

also keen to have international opportunities 

for students too through a global internship 

programme,” O’Brien says.

Furthermore, enhanced research 

collaboration between Trinity’s faculty and 

companies will lead to many Ph.D. and 

Master’s students working on projects directly 

with industry.

 “There are huge challenges because this 

is a big step forward for us. But this is about 

developing a new campus, a new relationship 

with the enterprise community and a different 

ambition for our students as they graduate.”

Just as Ireland will have to develop a new 

kind of identity in today’s changing world, 

so too will Trinity. But O’Brien believes that 

Trinity’s 425 year history and its innovative 

present can coexist. 

“We have to be very careful to make sure 

that we innovate without losing the integrity, 

character and intellectual rigour that’s 

defined Trinity for over four centuries. That’s 

the balance, and we absolutely want to get 

that right.”

Twenty years ago a new Trinity campus 

would have been unimaginable. And twenty 

years from now it will be too late. Trinity 

is determined to get this transformational 

project over the line – and the time is now.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
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In memory of 

William Trevor

W illiam Trevor died in November 2016, 

aged 88. During his lifetime he won 

the Whitbread Prize three times, 

was four times shortlisted for the 

Booker Prize and was often talked 

of as a potential Nobel laureate. He 

was also – almost as importantly – a 

graduate of this College, though ‘I made little of, and contributed 

nothing to, university life,’ he remarked, rather winningly, in his 

book Excursions in the Real World (1993). Though he had lived 

in England since 1954, mostly in Devon, he was someone who 

considered himself, in his own words, to be “Irish in every vein”.

Trevor seems to have hit upon his remarkable manner – his 

unique combination of a super-smooth prose style and often 

quite extravagant plotting – almost from the very beginning, and 

it is perhaps because of the apparently simple and consistent 

virtues of his work that he was applauded and adored by 

readers and almost entirely ignored by critics. Trevor has – or 

had – almost nothing in common, it seems to me, with either 

the mechanical populists or the earnest high-brows among his 

contemporaries but rather belonged to a tradition that stretches 

back to those great French and Russian writers he so admired. 

His detailed, determinedly low-key descriptions of his characters’ 

petty schemings and his persistent, serious and corresponding 

attempt to prove the existence of a moral universe, in the absence 

of any compelling evidence of such, is a major achievement. He 

did what great writers often do, which is to present us with that 

which is widely known but which also goes unacknowledged.

Trevor’s characters tend neither to sink nor swim; they tend to 

bob around the average before drifting out inexorably towards 

crisis. They are neither rich nor poor, neither brilliant nor stupid, 

and often neither Irish nor English, but rather hyphen-swaying 

Anglo-Irish. They tell each other pointless lies (in Other People’s 

Worlds Francis Tyte pretends that his parents were killed in a 

train crash; they in fact live in an old people’s home in Hampton 

Wick). His characters labour under misapprehensions (in The 

Boarding-House poor Mister Obd has been leaving flowers 

for Annabel Tonks for fourteen years, in the mistaken belief 

that she is his girlfriend). They misunderstand each other 

(O’Shea, the faithful hotel porter in Mrs Eckdorf in O’Neill’s 

Hotel takes the notion that Mrs Eckdorf has come to buy the 

decaying hotel). Hopes fail. Marriages collapse, or are already 

collapsed, sex is horrible, or ludicrous, or both. Conversations 

stumble and characters endlessly suffer petty humiliations 

and embarrassments: they are damaged goods, estranged from 

themselves and from 

each other. “All our 

conversations”, observes 

Mrs Jaraby in The Old 

Boys, “are ridiculous. 

We speak without 

communication”.

The shocking plot 

twist is to be expected. 

Everyone in Trevor’s 

work is capable of 

behaving irrationally 

or unpleasantly and 

almost everyone is on 

the make. The florist in 

The Boarding-House 

cons poor Mr Obd, 

overcharging him for 

flowers; the feckless 

Morrissey blags drinks 

off tourists in Mrs 

Eckdorf; creepy young 

Timothy Gedge, in The Children of Dynmouth, is a blackmailer 

in training; Septimus in The Love Department, is a heartless 

serial seducer. The sad and the mad and the dangerous to know 

are forever encroaching and all of the novels and stories thrive 

on chance meetings, the collision between unsuspecting, if not 

entirely innocent persons: the multi-prize-winning Felicia’s 

Journey, about a serial murderer living in the English Midlands 

who befriends a wandering young Irish girl, being only the most 

famous and grisly example. Trevor’s work is a shocking reminder 

of the terrible needs of strangers.

But there is also something else. There is a cheap scent worn 

by several of Trevor’s women characters, a perfume that he calls, 

portentously but appropriately, ‘Love-in-a-Mist’, a sickly fragrance 

with top-notes, I fancy, of solicitousness, barely acknowledged 

desire and just the faintest hint of what I suppose we might call 

hope, a breath of fresh air with the power to stir the ash-heap 

of death and despair, as at the very end of the novel Death in 

Summer, when at dusk, amidst the ‘faded flowers’ of his garden, 

Thaddeus senses ‘the fresh scent of moisture’. Just that, and no 

more. There is nothing else. No great uplift or revelation. That tiny 

little dab of scent, that hint of hope, is almost a cliché, and I think 

it is of the very essence of Trevor’s remarkable work: it is not much, 

it is almost too much, it is enough and it is never enough. Alas.

Trinity College graduate and three-time Whitbread Prize winner William Trevor is 
regarded as one of the elder statesmen of the Irish literary world.

By Dr Ian Sansom
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A round-up of Trinity students and alumni 
who are blazing a trail in different fields.

TRAILBLAZERS

I n the last decade according to independent 

research by PitchBook, graduates from 

Trinity founded more venture-backed 

companies than graduates from any 

other European university. Alumni are 

forging a path in a range of disciplines 

and Trailblazers showcases their 

outstanding achievements.

JOHN RICE 
M.SC. (2001)
John Rice is the CEO and 

co-founder of JAM Media, 

one of the country’s 

leading creators of 

animated and live action 

content for children. Set 

up in 2001 and with offices 

in Dublin and Belfast, 

the company employs 90 staff and has an annual turnover of more 

than a10 million. Productions are licensed to broadcasters in over 

120 countries and lists RTÉ, BBC, Nickelodeon and Amazon among 

its many customers. The company has won numerous awards 

including IFTAs, BAFTAs and a Royal Television Society Award. In 

addition to this, John is currently Executive Producer on Becca’s 

Bunch for Nickelodeon and Little Roy for CBeebies and CBBC.

JACK KELLY 
Jack Kelly is a second-year law student and is one of Ireland’s 

most promising rugby players. Currently playing for Trinity’s 

rugby club, Dublin University Football Club (DUFC), training 

with Leinster’s academy side and captaining the Irish Under-

20 squad. He is balancing an intensive training regime with 

studying law in Trinity. For Kelly, rugby was ingrained in him 

from a young age by his father, a rugby enthusiast. Kelly’s 

intensive training regime involves 6am starts in the gym and getting out on the pitch in the 

evenings as he prepares for Ireland’s Six Nations campaign. 

SCILLA ELWORTHY 
DIP. (1965)
Dr Scilla Elworthy founded the Oxford Research 

Group in 1982 to develop a dialogue with nuclear 

weapons decision-maker, and set up Peace Direct 

in 2002 to support local peace-builders in conflict 

areas. Three-times nominated for the Nobel Peace 

Prize and awarded the Niwano Peace Prize in 

2003, she advised Archbishop Desmond Tutu and 

Sir Richard Branson in setting up The Elders. She 

co-founded Rising Women Rising World in 2013. 

Scilla is the author of numerous books and articles. 

Her latest book Pioneering the Possible: Awakened Leadership for a World That Works was 

published in 2014 and her TED talk on non-violence has been viewed by over one million 

people. Scilla is an Ambassador for Peace Direct, a Councillor of the World Future Council, 

patron of Gender Rights and Equality Action Trust, Voice of a Woman and Oxford Research 

Group and adviser to the Syria Campaign and the Institute for Economics and Peace. 

MOIRA O’BRIEN 
M.A., F.T.C.D. (1986)
Professor Moira O’Brien’s career began at 

16, when she was awarded a scholarship 

to study medicine in the Royal College of 

Surgeons. In 1979, she became an Irish 

Olympic physician and later joined the 

International Board of Sports Medicine. 

Her work with athletes led her to become 

one of the main drivers behind the 

Osteoporosis Society of Ireland. Moira was 

Trinity’s first female medical professor 

and set up the University’s first Masters 

in Sports Medicine. In 2015, Moira was 

awarded the Sir Roger Bannister Medal to 

recognise her outstanding contribution to 

the field. At 80, Moira continues to work 

as an Osteoporosis Consultant and as 

Emeritus Professor of Anatomy in Trinity.
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CHRISTINE BUTLER
Christine co-founded Marsh Sisters, a gourmet marshmallow company 

with her sister Bridget. They make high-end, gluten and dairy-free 

marshmallows that come in a variety of flavours and are free from 

artificial sweeteners and colours. To set up the business, Christine 

undertook health and safety courses in Trinity and got her family’s 

kitchen certified so they could launch the business.  In October 2016, they 

began selling the fluffy treats in shops around Dublin and Wexford and at 

their local market. Christine participated in Trinity’s LaunchBox 2017, a 

three-month business accelerator programme.

INDY POWER 
B.B.S. (2015)
Indy Power set up her blog, The Little 

Green Spoon, while studying Business in 

Trinity. Since graduating, she has devoted 

herself to food writing and joined The Irish 

Independent as a food columnist last year. 

The progress of Indy’s career has been

impressively swift. Within four years of 

setting up her food blog Indy accumulated 

60,000 followers on Instagram and website 

visitors from across the globe. Power’s 

cooking is about embracing natural, 

nourishing foods. Last autumn, the 24-year-

old published her first cookbook which was a 

number 1 best seller in Ireland.

CHARLES DOWD 
B.A. (1988)
Charles Dowd is the CEO 

and co-founder of Plynk, 

Europe’s first money messaging 

app. Aiming to remove the 

constraints and complexities 

involved in person-to-person 

payments, Plynk enables users 

to send money as a message 

instantly and with no fees. 

In June 2017, the company 

made headlines for raising 

a25 million, one of the single 

largest deals in Irish history. Prior to Plynk, Charles worked for some of the world’s biggest 

technology firms including IBM, Microsoft and Facebook. His own ventures include a social 

loyalty company that was acquired by Student Universe.

DAMIEN CLARKE
Damien is the Founder and CEO 

of Zeminar, a social enterprise 

developed in response to research 

which found that anxiety and 

stress are the main difficulties that 

hinder the academic and personal 

growth of young people. Established 

in 2016, the organisation brings 

together expert speakers in 

fields such as mental health and 

nutrition to help young people live 

happier, safer and more fulfilling 

lives. In its first year over 14,000 

teenagers attended its well-being 

and education event and this year 

over 20,000 are expected to attend. 

Damien is currently studying 

for a Doctorate in Counselling 

Psychology in Trinity.

  Share your Trinity trailblazers with the 
Trinity Development & Alumni Office by 
email to alumni@tcd.ie

Christine and Bridget Butler
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Trinity’s Walton Club hopes to create a 
STEM literate society by fostering young 
talent through collaborative learning. 

“W e started out with a concept 

and we weren’t afraid to fail,” 

says Arlene O’Neill, Professor 

of Physics at Trinity College. 

“We wanted to give young 

people the best experience 

possible and what happened exceeded our expectations. We’d 

planned a 30-week experience to come into Trinity and be 

mentored in science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM), 

and now it’s a four-year programme.” 

O’Neill is discussing the Walton Club, an initiative she 

co-founded with Professor Igor Shvets in 2014 to encourage interest 

and innovation in STEM subjects among second-level students. 

With long black hair, a cat fl ick eyeliner and an infectious 

enthusiasm for her work, O’Neill is far from the stereotype of 

a science professor. We meet in the Edmund Burke Theatre in 

Trinity’s Arts Building ahead of a day of celebration for the W1s, 

74 students who have just completed their fi rst year of the Walton 

Club. A rehearsal is underway in the theatre, with a clearly excited 

group of 14-year-olds soon to showcase their collaborative projects 

outside to proud parents and onlookers. The rehearsal ends with 

a choreographed clap that gives the students the fi nal word on 

proceedings. This is deliberate, according to O’Neill, refl ecting the 

ethos of the club. 

“We’re trying to get away from the ‘talk down’ approach to 

education,” she says. “We are not school, or a grind school. We 

are an enrichment programme. Yes, we compliment learning that 

happens during formal education but we want our alphas (club 

members) to go deeper and broader and experience what it means 

to be a scientist and involved in STEM. The model for learning is 

not assessment driven, it is curiosity led.”

The term “alphas” pays homage to the research of the Nobel 

Prize winning Trinity graduate Ernest TS Walton for whom the club 

is named. “A critical part of his Nobel Prize experiment was known 

as the alpha particle,” says O’Neill. “It was the fi rst time the atom 

had been artifi cially split. How they knew this was from the little 

bright sparks in the chamber known as alphas. So there’s a nice 

play on the word for our members.”

The programme, which has a 50-50 gender balance, is geared at 

allowing the alphas to self-direct their learning on STEM subjects, 

with a range of activities that incorporates problem based, inquiry 

based and project based learning. How have the alphas responded?

“The footfall says it all,” says O’Neill. “We have consistently high 

to full attendance. We started out with conservative ambitions as to 

whether the students would transition from the W1 programme to 

W2. We were designing it to fi t the needs of the learners. There was 

an overwhelming response saying that they wanted more.”

Established as a self-fi nanced, not-for-profi t charity, the club 

has since received a four-year sponsorship from Bank of Ireland 

that has allowed it to hire two full-time staff members in addition 

to O’Neill. They currently work with 300 students across four 

years of the programme every Saturday during term time. A pilot 

By Sarah Gilmartin 

Bright Sparks
Tortue, a backpack designed to minimise back 

pain, designed and pitched by a team of 
Trinity Walton Club students took home the 

top prize at the Ultimate Pitch Event 2017.
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programme of summer camps for national and international 

students gets underway this summer. 

Professor O’Neill and her team also work with 60 STEM PhD 

students who are encouraged to become facilitators of learning. 

“It’s very much a collaborative learning experience. The PhD 

students themselves need some unlearning because they are 

products of the old didactic system where information is poured 

into your head and suddenly you understand it.” 

Or not? “Exactly,” O’Neill says, laughing. “It’s supposed to be an 

instantaneous transfer where in reality students have very different 

styles of engaging with information. The projects we do with the 

alphas are always collaborative, which can be frustrating for some 

of them coming from the independent learning experience, but 

we’re aiming to provide an environment of like-minded individuals 

where the scientists of the future can fi nd their voice.”

Of the 26 projects on display in the Arts Building today, nine

are in physics, seven are in maths, and ten centre on engineering

and technology. Ideas range from hands-free crutches, to a

computer programme that helps people with Parkinson’s to write, 

to a project that determines the probability of winning at Scrabble 

in different languages. 

“There’s a nice mathematical one this year on the energy it would 

take to evaporate a human body,” says O’Neill. “It’s icky and gooey 

and wonderful. It uses maths in a very different way.”

Lots of the projects have a social conscience, something the club 

promotes. “It’s one of our values to connect STEM to the world and 

society,” says O’Neill. “It’s not going to do much if we’re just talking 

in a lab to ourselves. We really want to give the alphas a sense that 

it transcends their own learning. It’s about the world around them 

and potentially helping people with their knowledge.”

Running every Saturday of the academic calendar, the Walton 
Club is open to students from second to � fth year with an interest 
and aptitude in STEM subjects. Membership costs €250 a term, 
plus a €35 entrance exam fee, and scholarships are available.

Christine Babu (14),
Dominican College, Griffi  th Avenue

“Before the club, I wasn’t really interested in science, but 
I liked maths and that’s why I decided to apply. It’s been 
a great experience. I’ve expanded my knowledge on 
science, maths, tech and engineering and now I’m much 
more interested in science than before. Our project today 
is a silent alarm in the form of a wristband. It’s for people 
in hostels so they don’t wake others around them. There 
are LED lights and a vibration device that wakes the user 
up. My friend’s cousin used to stay in a hostel and she 
found it frustrating that she was waking up with others 
around her so we came up with the idea.” 

David Kuye (14),
Moyle Park College, Clondalkin 

“Before I came here, I thought it was going to be a waste 
of a Saturday. After about a month, I started to really like 
it. In school they force you to learn and it can be boring 
but here is di� erent. We’re allowed to think ourselves 
and come up with ideas more on our own. You make a 
lot of new friends too and it’s a very di� erent experience 
from anything I’ve done before. I’m de� nitely coming 
back next year. Our project is a computer programme 
that people with Parkinson's tremors can use. You have 
a sample of their handwriting on a computer and when 
they type a message into the computer it will come up 
as their own handwriting. Soon we’re hoping to come 
up with a way that they wouldn’t even have to type, 
that they could just speak and it would come up on the 
computer. We wanted to come up with something that 
would help others.” 

Josh Rance (14),
The High School, Rathgar 

“I think the club has been really good. I’ve learnt a lot 
and it makes you more able to do school work. You 
understand subjects like science and maths better but 
it also helps you to understand how to work together 
in groups and how to get ideas going. Our project is 
the hands-free crutch. We knew that with crutches it 
was really hard to use your hands or pick up things so 
we wanted to come up with a way that a person with a 
lower limb injury could be stable without having to use 
their hands. Instead there’s a harness around the pelvis 
that transfers the person’s weight to the hips.”

BRIGHT SPARKS 
SPEAK OUT

ABOUT THE 
AUTHOR

Sarah Gilmartin B.A., 
(2004) is an Irish 
Times columnist .
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Y ou can always tell 

something about the 

health of an institution 

by its willingness to 

address and challenge 

its own myths and 

mythology. To mark 

the 425th anniversary of Trinity, the Provost 

decided to do something that not only 

celebrated the history of the university, but 

also allowed for some critical refl ection about 

our past, our values, and our ambitions for 

the future. Alongside the Trinity 425 book, 

a wonderful collection of photographs 

contributed by our own students, our staff, 

our alumni, and our friends, a symposium 

was organised to enable the kind of scholarly 

investigation and discussion that has been 

a defi ning characteristic of the University 

throughout its history. 

Held in College in September 2017, and 

opened by the Taoiseach, the symposium 

brought together an expert panel of staff 

and graduates tasked with identifying and 

exploring some of the issues that have shaped 

Trinity over the centuries.  Central to the 

organisation was the Registrar, Professor Paula 

Murphy, who worked closely with another 

former Registrar, Professor David Dickson, 

in one of his fi nal projects before his well-

deserved retirement. In many ways Professor 

Dickson was the ideal person to co-ordinate 

this symposium. For over fi ve decades he has 

been an inspiring historian, colleague, and 

friend and represents Trinity at its best.  

To set the scene, the opening speaker, Linzi 

Simpson, a highly respected archaeologist, 

explored the pre-history of Trinity, based on 

study of the archaeological remains of the 

medieval priory of All Hallows, founded in 

the early 1160s. Archaeological excavations 

proved for the fi rst time that the College 

founded in 1592 occupied and re-used the 

earlier monastic buildings, the exact location 

of which can now be identifi ed in the modern 

topography of College.

Fiona Fitzsimons, Research Director 

of Eneclann, took as her theme the 

founding of Trinity itself. In the popular 

imagination, Queen Elizabeth I and her 

offi cials established Trinity College Dublin 

to promote Protestantism in Ireland. As a 

result, the foundation of the College has 

long been perceived as an aspect of New 

English colonialism, which the local Catholic 

population did not want. In fact, Fitzsimons’ 

research suggests that the origins of Trinity 

are not external to Ireland, but came from 

within the city of Dublin itself. Between 1568 

and 1592, the Dublin Merchants’ Guild ran 

a successful campaign to found a university 

in the city. Their motives were those of 

entrepreneurs, not religious reformers. 

They wanted to bring all trading within the 

city of Dublin and its precincts under the 

Guild’s control, stimulate commerce by 

bringing in a student-body to the city, and 

enhance the city’s reputation as a place to 

visit, live and work. It is even possible that 

the Merchants’ Guild named the new College 

after their own formal name – ‘the Holy and 

Undivided Trinity’.

To explore the 17th century, Trinity invited 

the Librarian of the Edward Worth Library, 

To mark Trinity 
College’s 425th 
anniversary, students, 
sta� , alumni and 
friends of the University 
are considering what 
de� nes the institution’s 
values and character.

By Professor Patrick 
Geoghegan

A Time For Refl ection

Trinity 425 is available in the
Trinity gift shop and online for 16.00
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the acknowledged expert on James Ussher, Dr 

Elizabethanne Boran, to discuss the turmoil 

and triumphs of the fi rst full century of the 

University. She explored the role of the library 

as well as the work of famous scholars such as 

Ussher in nurturing the new institution and 

placing it fi rmly on the map of the European 

Republic of Letters. She also examined how 

Trinity weathered the challenges of the 

1641 rebellion, the English Civil War and the 

Glorious Revolution.

Professor Michael Brown, Dean for 

Research and Knowledge Exchange at the 

University of Aberdeen, tackled the 18th 

century. Professor Brown is the author of a 

magisterial study of the Irish Enlightenment, 

published by Harvard University Press, and 

has been described as one of the leading 

intellectual historians of his generation. 

Brown decided to challenge the idea that 

Trinity was a ‘sleeping sister’ to Oxford and 

Cambridge in this period and instead suggests 

that it played a part in the shaping of a 

discrete Irish Enlightenment. A great example 

was the work of Thomas Leland, someone 

who was a Fellow, an historian and a novelist. 

My own challenge was to explore the 

19th century, and I chose as my theme the 

admission and integration of Catholics into 

the University. In the popular mind, Trinity 

barred its doors to Catholics, and was a 

hostile and forbidding place until the 1970s. 

The reality is that Roman Catholics were 

legally allowed enter Trinity from 1793 (and 

some attended classes in College before that, 

despite the legal restriction) and the Provost 

of the day was one of the people who argued 

forcibly in parliament for the change. In the 

19th century, students like Denis Caulfi eld 

Heron (the fi rst Catholic auditor of the College 

Historical Society) played a signifi cant part in 

helping to make Trinity a much more inclusive 

place, long before the ban of Archbishop 

McQuaid.

Dr John Bowman, one of the pre-eminent 

broadcasters in the country, is an Honorary 

Fellow of the University, as well as a graduate 

and a distinguished historian in his own 

right. So perhaps it was not a surprise that Dr 

Bowman was given the enormous challenge 

of addressing all the changes which had taken 

place in Trinity in the 20th century. Over the 

University’s four centuries, none were as 

transformative as the twentieth. In 1900 it could 

be argued that Trinity was a ‘cold house’ for 

women, for Irish nationalists, and for Roman 

Catholics (despite the progress that had been 

made). All of that changed in the course of the 

20th century. Bowman explored how this all 

happened and whether it was driven by forces 

within Trinity or without.  He also investigated 

whether this transformation was inevitable and 

why it did not happen sooner.

The fi nal speaker, the Provost, spoke on the 

place of Trinity in the 21st century, looking at 

the seventeen years so far, and all that is being 

worked on for the future. Certain ads on the 

radio like to warn that past performance is no 

indication of future success, but it could be 

argued that the way Trinity has successfully 

navigated the turmoil and transformations of 

the past 425 years means that there is every 

reason for confi dence and optimism.

By not being complacent about our history, 

by being prepared to explode myths and 

challenges orthodoxies, we ensure that we do 

not become trapped in the past, victims of an 

unhealthy nostalgia. Anniversaries are a time 

for reminiscing about the past, but they can 

also be an opportunity for thinking about the 

future. Trinity 425 has provided a welcome 

opportunity to refl ect on all that has been 

achieved, and prepare for the challenges and 

opportunities ahead.

“The reality is that Roman Catholics were legally 
allowed enter Trinity from 1793 (and some 
attended classes in College before that, despite 
the legal restriction) and the Provost of the day 
was one of the people who argued forcibly in 
parliament for the change.”

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Patrick Geoghegan is a Professor of History at Trinity College Dublin.
Podcasts of the Trinity 425 Symposium can be found online at: 
www.tcd.ie/provost/425
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As well as this, her husband Sam Lynch, a fellow former Olympian 

and Trinity graduate, is an orthopaedic surgeon currently based all 

over the country. Plus the couple have three daughters, aged six, four 

and two.

Yet no matter how hectic things may be, Sinead will always make 

time for training: “It’s my downtime, my way of relaxing, whereas 

other people like to watch Netflix or TV.”

At the moment, her training is focused mainly on running and 

cycling, with a bit of rowing thrown in. “This year my plan is to stay 

fit by doing triathlons,” she tells me. 

Perhaps her seamless ability to manage such a high-intensity 

schedule comes from her years studying medicine in Trinity. Sinead’s 

original plan following the leaving cert was to do “something in 

the medical field”. After missing out on pharmacy in Trinity by five 

points, she opted for Sunderland University instead.

With her degree in the bag, and working in hospital pharmacy in 

S inead Jennings doesn’t know if she’s 

quite ready to let rowing go yet. The 

Olympian, who represented Ireland in 

the lightweight double sculls last year 

in Rio, may have a few miles on the 

clock at 41 but as her Twitter bio says: 

#goodenoughyoungenough.

“I would love to go to Tokyo in 2020,” 

the Donegal doctor tells me on a break 

between patients, “especially if my 

Olympic rowing partner Claire Lambe wants to go as well, but there's 

a lot going on.” For most people, ‘a lot going on’ means you’re kind of 

busy, but for this class of 2009 alumna though it really does mean a 

lot going on. In addition to the prospect of another Olympics on the 

horizon, Sinead is also in the third year of a four year GP training 

programme and the workload that brings. 

Sinead 
Jennings
SPORT ONE-ON-ONE: 

Trinity medical graduate and Olympic rower 
Sinead Jennings strikes a balance between 
her studies, her training and her family. 

By Helen Hanley 
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Edinburgh, she began to think that medicine might be more of 

a challenge. She enrolled in Trinity as a mature student in 2004. 

“I chose Trinity because of Professors Nick Mahoney and Moira 

O’Brien – I wouldn’t have considered going anywhere else to 

study medicine.”

As you can imagine, between studying medicine and training 

towards the 2008 Olympics things were fairly busy. “At times it 

was very difficult,” she admits, although living in Chapelizod and 

its proximity to everything helped. 

“I’d generally get up and train from 6am-8am. I’d row in 

Islandbridge or run in Phoenix Park or do weights. Then I’d cycle 

into College for 9am lectures. If I had a two-hour lunch break 

I’d do a session at lunchtime in the gym in the old sports centre. 

College would finish at 5pm. I’d do a session in the evening and 

then home to study. So it was fairly intensive.”

The support system provided by her classmates was a big help. 

“I found my class very good because even though I would miss 

the lunch-time chats with people I still managed to make some 

very good friends.”

A couple of those were Anna Walsh, who was captain of 

DULBC at the time, and Rachel Liu. Rachel even twisted Sinead’s 

arm on occasion to help out with 

coaching. “That was downtime and fun 

as well,” she says. 

Showing that the strength of those 

friendships persist, it was another former 

classmate who organised a surprise send-

off for Sinead last summer before she 

headed off to Rio. “I think Vogue Murphy 

was the ringleader. She got in touch 

with Sam and knew I was going to be in 

Dublin. They decided to have a surprise party for me in the Pav 

which was absolutely lovely.”

In spite of her Olympic credentials – Sinead also attempted 

to qualify for Beijing 2008 and London 2012 – Sinead says she 

“never realised she had such a future in sport” when she was 

younger. “I loved sport – I was quite shy as a kid and so I liked my 

sport for that reason.” She was always active and competed in 

triathlons and cycling events, “but I didn’t have any big successes 

until I started rowing.” In fact the first time Sinead sat in a boat 

was after graduating from Sunderland. She was doing a pre-reg 

year in Edinburgh when she decided she wanted to meet people 

outside of work. The rest, as they say, is history. 

After being spotted by one of the coaches, who immediately 

noticed her potential, she went from being a novice to a fairly 

intensive training programme quite rapidly. In August 2001 

she became the first ever female world champion in rowing to 

emerge from these shores. “I was lucky in that I did get success 

quite quickly and that just gave me so much confidence in other 

areas. Because I realised that if I could do this then I could do 

anything. Rowing is what gave me the confidence to go back and 

to medicine.” How she ended up in Trinity when she did has a 

serendipitous twist to it.

“One of the other guys on the team was applying to go to 

Trinity and I was helping him with his application – I was 

telling him what would be good to put down on the form. Then 

I realised that I was so jealous of him for being able to apply to 

Trinity and I thought – that’s actually what I want to do.”

In case you hadn’t noticed by now, a can-do attitude is 

something that Sinead Jennings has in spades, and something, she 

thinks, she inherited from her mother: “Mum would have been 

very much the practical one who always managed to make things 

happen.” It can also be traced back to her logical outlook on life. 

“I loved maths at school and the fact that there was definitely a 

solution to it – you just had to figure it out. That’s kind of the way I 

see things now – I know there’s an answer to everything I just need 

to figure it out.” 

How does she fit a triathlon into her busy schedule? Cycle to 

work and back – from her home in Limerick to work in Ennis, one 

way, is 41km. On a placement in St James’s that starts at 6.45am 

with no lunch break? Get up at 4.45am to ensure your training still 

gets done.

Like most working mothers, Sinead admits time is a luxury 

she has little of. “Of course there have been days when I’ve been 

absolutely exhausted. Before I had kids I might say, ‘oh I’ll just do 

two sessions this evening instead.’ Now I don’t have that option. If 

I waste my chance to get up in the morning then there’s no other 

chance to do it.” The Letterkenny woman met her husband Sam 

through rowing, and they were good friends while they were both 

studying medicine in Trinity. He was on his second degree too, 

having already completed an undergrad in psychology and maths 

in UCD. He’s also a former Olympian, having competed in Atlanta 

(1996) and Athens (2004), and he was there to support her in Rio 

last summer.

On that epic event Sinead says it was great being in a boat with 

someone else. “Myself and Claire kind of took it in turns to be 

nervous and pull each other through.” 

Her abiding memory though is of the beautiful, picturesque 

location. “You’d be so lost in concentration on your technique. 

Then you’d look up and see the Christ the Redeemer statue and the 

mountains and think ‘this is amazing’.”

As our interview draws to a close, I ask about her plans for the 

next few years. There is the possibility of a fourth Olympic bid but 

only if there was a definite chance of a medal. There’s another year 

of her GP training to complete, after which she’d like to specialise 

in sports medicine. But her girls and family life feature strongly 

too. “Sam’s got to finish his orthopaedic training and we’ve got the 

girls to consider as well – we want to make sure that they’re doing 

everything they want and are happy. I think it would 

be really nice for the family to have a really big 

adventure – maybe go to Australia together so Sam 

can complete his fellowship there.”

With its outdoorsy lifestyle, you can just picture 

Sinead flourishing in a place like Australia. And if 

she does decide to call it a day with the rowing then 

there’s always Aussie rules football I suppose.

“I was lucky in that I did get success quite quickly and 
that just gave me so much confidence in other areas. 
Because I realised that if I could do this then I could 
do anything. Rowing is what gave me the confidence to 
go back and to medicine.”

ABOUT THE 
AUTHOR
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(1995) is Trinity's Sports 
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This year heralded the mid-way point for Trinity 

Sport’s current strategy ‘Raising our Game 2015-

2018’. The milestone was marked by an interim 

review, which highlighted how many objectives 

have already been achieved.

Performance is one of two key strategic themes 

and there were certainly plenty of memorable 

performances this year. One of the standouts was the ladies hockey 

fi rst XI, who earned promotion to the premier EY league. The girls 

topped division 1 in March, with a game in hand, and earned their 

place in the EY following a gruelling round robin tournament of 

four matches in two days in April.

The Fencing Club enjoyed a consistently strong year and the 

2016-2017 season sealed their ‘decade of dominance’ when 

they won intervarsities for the 10th consecutive time. Two club 

members were also awarded Pinks, Phillip Cripwell and Lucy 
Johnson, the latter of whom fi nished the season placed number 

one in Ireland in the women’s épée rankings.

Sailing enjoyed one of their most successful years in decades, 

claiming Colours and intervarsities. Their intervarsities victory 

was particularly sweet, as it was their fi rst in 11 years and also 

resulted in an invitation to compete in the British University 

Sailing Association (BUSA) competition in Liverpool in April.

Trinity Rugby (DUFC) men’s fi rst XI consolidated their position 

in division 1A of the AIL, having gained promotion last season. 

In a nod to the standard of rugby played at the club, four of the 

team were called up to the Ireland U20s – Jack Kelly, Colm Hogan, 

Michael Silvester and Charlie Connolly. There was a further accolade 

for Trinity Rugby when the Guinness rugby writers awarded head 

coach Tony Smeeth for his contribution to rugby.

The hurlers had their strongest year of recent times. Their talent 

and team spirit earned them a place in the top tier Fitzgibbon 

Cup after an absence of over a decade. The team also made the 

fi nal of the Kehoe Cup while our Freshers completed the double 

to win both the league and championship in division 2. Hurler 

Cian O’Sullivan acquitted himself well following his call up to the 

Dublin senior squad. The College community also nominated Cian 

as Sports Person of the Year.

The Cricket Club, the oldest club in College, dating back to 1835, 

The number of 
people who attended 

the GAA pitch
launch at Santry 
Sports Grounds

Trinity’s sports clubs have enjoyed plenty 
of sweet successes this year.

502,000
1,373

Student sports clubs, 
spanning everything from 
aikido to windsur� ng

Participants in
social sport programmes

  Trinity Ladies Hockey fi rst XI team 
members (L-R) Ellie Noone, Jenny Long, 

Niamh Sweeney and Ailish Long

At the WRWC event (L-R) 
Lindsay Peat, Niamh Byrne, 
Ailis Egan and Alisa Hughes
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You can keep up to date on Trinity Sport by following us on @tcdsports, 
Facebook and our website www.tcd.ie/sport

celebrated its landmark 1,000th game with a victory over Rush 

on College Park in June. Dublin University Boat Club Novice 8 

won the Dan Quinn shield at Colours on the Liffey, for the fourth 

consecutive year, while the Novice 8 from Dublin University Ladies 
Boat Club won at Trinity Regatta. Two of the club’s senior members, 

Caoimhe Dempsey and Aoife Corcoran, were also selected to 

represent Ireland at the Home Internationals in Scotland in July. 

It was great to welcome back Women’s Rugby World Cup player, 

Ailis Egan, to a World Cup event hosted by Trinity captain Niamh 
Byrne, of Leinster and Ireland Sevens. Ailis, of course, began her 

playing career at Trinity.

Trinity Sport continues to enjoy strong links with its alumni 

and it was great to see so many back in Trinity this year. The GAA 
Club welcomed almost 2,000 visitors, including alumni, to an 

offi cial pitch launch at Santry Sports Grounds. A Trinity selection 

unfortunately lost to Jim Gavin’s Dublin team, in front of an 

audience that included GAA President Aogán Ó Fearghaíl.
The year was topped off with the Trinity Sport Awards & 

Commons, which were once again compered by RTÉ’s Evanne Ní 

Chuilínn and attended by special guests, cricketer and alumnus

Ed Joyce and rugby player Rob Kearney.

“Trinity Sport continues to enjoy strong 
links with its alumni and it was great to 
see so many back in Trinity this year.”

19 33%1920s 68
The age of fresher hurler 
Cian O’Sullivan who won 
Sports Person of the Year 
and got called up to the 
Dublin senior
hurling panel

Increase in size of free 
weights area in the 
Sports Centre which 

has undergone a major 
upgrade and celebrated 

its 10th birthday 

When Dorothea Findlater played 
for Trinity Ladies Hockey.

Mrs Findlater (107) donated the 
Wheeler Plate to the club this year. 
It will be awarded each year to the 

winner of the alumni match.

The number
of Trinity
Sport
scholarships

The age of fresher hurler 
Cian O’Sullivan who won 
Sports Person of the Year 
and got called up to the 

68

upgrade and celebrated 

The number

scholarships

47
The number on Samuel Beckett’s 

Trinity Cricket Club cap, which 
was presented to David Norris, on 

Beckett’s behalf, on the occasion of 
the club’s 1,000th game. Ed Joyce 

has cap number 646

The number on Samuel Beckett’s 

65,000
visits to swimming pool

151 50-0
The number of Linda 

Caul� eld’s (right) 
caps for Ireland. 

Linda is the incoming 
President of Trinity 

Ladies Hockey

The score by which 
DUFC beat Cambridge,  

in Cambridge,
this year

Trinity Cricket Club 
marked their landmark 
1,000th game
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A selection of recent books published by
some of Trinity’s academics. 

The experience of ‘hearing voices’ was once associated with lofty 

prophetic communications. Today, the experience is typically 

portrayed as an unambiguous harbinger of madness caused 

by a broken brain, an unbalanced mind, biology gone wild. 

Yet an alternative account, forged predominantly by people 

who hear voices themselves, argues that hearing voices is an 

understandable response to traumatic life-events. Dr McCarthy-

Jones considers neuroscience, genetics, religion, history, politics 

and the experiences of many voice hearers to challenge existing 

contradictory understandings through evidence-based practice.

According to philosopher and Trinity alumnus George Berkeley, 

there is fundamentally nothing in the world but minds and their 

ideas. Ideas are understood as pure phenomenal ‘feels’ which 

are momentarily had by a single perceiver, then vanish. Berkeley 

tries to sell this idealistic philosophy as a defence of common-

sense and an aid to science. However, both common-sense 

and Newtonian Science take the perceived world to be highly 

structured in a way that Berkeley’s system does not appear to 

allow. Dr Pearce argues that Berkeley’s solution to this problem 

lies in his innovative philosophy of language.

This book tells the remarkable story of the craftsmen 

of Ticino, who took their prodigious skills as specialist 

decorative plasterworkers throughout Northern Europe 

in the 18th century, adorning classical architecture with 

their rich and fl uent décor.  Giuseppi Artari (c.1690–1771), 

Giovanni Battista Bagutti (1681–1755), and Francesco Vassalli 

(1701–1771) are some of the craftsmen that transformed the 

interiors of magnifi cent buildings in Italy, Austria, Germany, 

the Netherlands, Britain and Ireland.  Among the interiors 

highlighted in this volume are Palazzo Reale in Turin, Upper 

Belvedere in Vienna, St Martin in the Fields in London and 

Carton House in Ireland.

CAN’T YOU HEAR THEM?:
THE SCIENCE AND SIGNIFICANCE
OF HEARING VOICES
Published by Jessica Kingsley Publishers

LANGUAGE AND
THE STRUCTURE OF
BERKELEY’S WORLD
Published by Oxford University Press

MAKING MAGNIFICENCE:
ARCHITECTS, STUCCATORI AND THE EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY INTERIOR
Published by Yale University Press

By Dr Simon McCarthy-Jones 
Associate Professor in Psychiatry, Trinity College Dublin

By Dr Kenneth Pearce
Ussher Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, 
Trinity College Dublin

By Dr Christine Casey
Associate Professor in Architectural History, Trinity College Dublin
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This book is the fourth volume of Trinity Tales, a series of 

books detailing life in Trinity through contributions from 

various alumni. Each book is based around a decade, with 

the fi rst dealing with the 1960s. This volume focuses on 

the 1990s and has contributions from actor Dominic West, 

comedian Mario Rosenstock, politician Paschal Donohoe 

and novelist John Boyne, amongst many others. It details 

the huge transitions Trinity underwent during this decade 

owing to the rise of computers, meaning students went 

from complete reliance on books to using computer based 

materials in a matter of years.

TRINITY TALES 
Published by The Lilliput Press

The thirteenth edition of the successful textbook The Economy 
of Ireland should be of interest not only to third-level students 

but also a wide audience. The story of the Irish economy at the 

heart of the euro zone has been one of the most remarkable 

in the developed world in the last twenty years. There are four 

major parts to the book: (i) historical, international and political 

contexts; (ii) state expenditure, taxation and regulation;

(iii) performance in terms of employment, living standards and 

income distribution; and (iv) analysis of six key sectors, agri-food, 

trades goods and services, energy, housing, education and health.

THE ECONOMY OF IRELAND: 
POLICY-MAKING IN A GLOBAL 
CONTEXT 
Published by Palgrave 

BULLYING AND CYBERBULLYING:
PREVALENCE, PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACTS AND 
INTERVENTION STRATEGIES
Published by Nova Science Publishers

By Professor John O’Hagan
Emeritus Professor of 
Economics,
Trinity College Dublin

Professor Francis O’Toole 
Associate Professor
of Economics,
Trinity College Dublin

By Dr Conor McGuckin
Assistant Professor in Educational 
Psychology, School of Education, 
Trinity College Dublin

TRINITY TALES 

To celebrate the 425th anniversary of the founding of Trinity College 

Dublin, a book of photographs taken by staff, students and alumni and an 

essay by the Provost, Dr Patrick Prendergast, has been published. Selected 

from over 500 submitted images, the photographs show the University 

in all moods and seasons, at work and at play – from student elections to 

graduations, from experiments in the lab to action on the sports fi eld.

TRINITY 425
Published by Trinity College Dublin Press

Cyberbullying and online victimisation are high on the public 

agenda. As cyber technology continues to evolve, we must

consider how best we can support our children and young people in 

enjoying the benefi ts that come with the online world, whilst also 

protecting them from harm. This book provides a timely review 

and analysis of the international literature on cyberbullying. The 

authors deal with issues such as how best to defi ne cyberbullying, 

the prevalence of the behaviour, the role of gender, coping 

strategies and interventions, future challenges and alternative 

theoretical perspectives. 

Dr Lucie Corcoran,
Psychology Lecturer, 
Dublin Business School
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WHERE DO YOU DRAW INSPIRATION FOR YOUR POETRY? 
Inspiration comes from just about anywhere and anything, if you’re 

lucky. Most of the time it’s working away at the shapes of things that 

eventually make their way into a poem, so I try to observe what’s 

happening around me.

COULD MORE BE DONE TO SUPPORT POETRY IN IRELAND? 
Poetry is thriving in Ireland at present thanks in large part to the 

leading role of Poetry Ireland. There’s lots of opportunities for poets 

to read their work if they care to in venues and festivals throughout 

the country. I’m not sure though that the critical reception of 

poetry in the book trade or media in Ireland is what it could be. But 

that’s another story.

HAVE YOU ANY PLANS FOR RETIREMENT? 
I keep pinching myself when the word ‘retirement’ pops up! I’ve 

been teaching for almost four decades, which is very hard to believe 

for someone who had no plans to be a teacher. I only ever wanted 

to write but as a poet it became clear it wasn’t possible to live by the 

pen alone, certainly with the responsibilities of a young family. We 

managed though, largely due to my partner’s support and backing 

over all these years. I ‘plan’ just to resume where I left off, hoping 

poems come along. We’ll travel a bit more with the pressure of 

timetables no longer there.

Plinth, Berkeley Library
Trinity College Dublin 
Imagine two seated figures
in a loving embrace of all they see —
Pomodoro's Sphere within Sphere,
the classical Printing House,
the river - inflected sky,
and then recall the chatter
and everlasting laughter.

After 40 years teaching at Trinity, 
Gerald Dawe shares a poem with Trinity 
Today and his plans for retirement.

Waxing
  Lyrical

ABOUT THE POET

Belfast-born poet  Gerald Dawe, professor emeritus  and fellow of Trinity College Dublin, was the inaugural director of 
Trinity's Oscar Wilde Centre (1998). He has published eight volumes of poetry, including most recently Selected Poems 
and Mickey Finn's Air. He has also published several collections of literary essays including Of War and War's Alarms: 
Reflections on Modern Irish Writing. He has held visiting professorships including Boston College, Villanova University, 
Philadelphia and Pembroke College Cambridge. He is editor of the forthcoming Cambridge Companion to Irish Poets (2018).
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PETER NORTON 
M.A. (1961)
After spending 14 years as a 

Zoology Lecturer and a further 

26 years as a stipendiary 

clergyman, Peter discovered 

he missed interacting with 

students. While lecturing, he particularly enjoyed 

expeditions abroad and field courses which gave him 

the opportunity to collaborate with students. In 2008, 

when he returned to Ireland, he jumped at the chance 

to join the mentoring programme in his alma mater. He 

really enjoys meeting mentees, bouncing ideas around 

and suggesting ideas for their CV. At the age of 78, Peter 

notes that the mentoring programme makes him feel 

years younger.

TRÍONA FORTUNE 
M.Sc. (2003)
After working abroad and 

travelling extensively for over 

seven years, Tríona returned to 

Ireland to resume her studies. 

She found that completing 

a masters at Trinity opened up so many doors for her and 

eventually led her to set up her own company, Fortune Quality 

Accreditation Services. As well as advancing her professional 

career, the M.Sc. has enabled Tríona to continue travelling. She 

was delighted when she was approached to become a mentor 

to a nursing postgraduate student. She notes that nursing is 

a great career that prepares students for all sorts of different 

roles in life and she enjoyed sharing those sentiments with 

mentees who are exploring a similar career journey.

A 
lumni continue to play an important role in supporting the University 

and our students. The vast knowledge and expertise available from this 

global network of ambassadors and advocates is emerging as a resource 

of huge strength and potential for Trinity, and is a key differentiator of the 

educational experience here.

Over the past five years, alumni-to-student mentoring at Trinity has steadily grown in 

popularity. Mentoring programmes run by Trinity schools and societies have resulted in over 

700 alumni supporting over 1,500 students. Areas of focus include career advice, CV review, 

mock interviews, internships and jobs.

Trinity is now launching an ambitious programme to further expand the mentoring 

opportunities for both students and alumni. In tandem with a new online platform to facilitate 

connections, a series of mentoring events are being held on campus and at various cities worldwide 

to encourage student-to-alumni, as well as alumni-to-alumni, mentoring relationships.

For more information, visit www.tcd.ie/alumni

MENTORS

Join the hundreds of 
alumni worldwide of 
all ages and experience 
supporting students 
and alumni with their 
career planning.

Mentoring
Sharing your Knowledge and Experience 
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MENTEES

EIMEAR FLYNN 
STUDENT OF GERMAN AND ECONOMICS
I got involved with the Trinity mentoring programme as I felt 

that it would give me a chance to explore the career paths 

available to economics graduates. I found it difficult to find 

out about opportunities in this field and I felt that a mentor 

would be able to provide a unique insight. The programme has 

exposed me to the range of opportunities that are available to 

graduates. I was particularly lucky in that my mentor works 

in the area I am interested in and provided great advice about 

pursuing a career in Public Policy and the kind of positions 

that I might be interested in. The most helpful thing about the 

experience was the advice that my mentor gave me regarding 

interviews. It’s often difficult to prepare for interviews so 

getting advice from someone who has been through similar 

interviews was invaluable.

“The programme has exposed me 
to the range of opportunities that 
are available to graduates. ”

SARAH CLARKE 
STUDENT OF HISTORY AND SPANISH
I chose my degree due to the multitude of paths it could 

take me on, but when I started third year with no idea what I 

wanted to do career-wise, it was clear I needed some guidance. 

I became involved with the mentoring programme to explore 

career opportunities. The programme was really helpful 

in many ways. My mentor was fantastic. After our first two 

meetings, she organised a one day internship which then 

evolved into a six week placement. This incredible experience 

helped me understand what a career in consulting would be 

like and I really enjoyed the experience. It was exciting to be 

involved in something completely different to my normal day-

to-day, working in an international company and on exciting 

new projects. I would recommend the programme to everyone.

"This incredible experience 
helped me understand what 
a career in consulting would 
be like."
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Honorary Degrees
Between winter 2016 and summer 2017, Trinity 
awarded nine honorary degrees to outstanding 
individuals at two separate ceremonies. Among them 
were musician and activist Bob Geldof, a leading child 
health researcher and an environmental advocate.

Peta Taaffe (LL.D.)

Peta Taaffe is a Dame Grand Cross of Honour and 
Devotion of the Order of Malta and was the elected 
Hospitaller until 2013. She has been President of 
the Queen’s Institute of District Nursing in Ireland 
(QIDN) charity since 2003. As the first Chief Nursing 
Officer with the Department of Health, arguably 
the most influential nursing post in the country, 
she had a transformative influence on the nursing 
and midwifery professions in Ireland. In her role 
as Director of Nursing in St James’s Hospital, she 
promoted the introduction of the four-year degree 
for nursing in Trinity, and pioneered the introduction 
of the first Advanced Nurse Practitioner role in 
Ireland in the Emergency Department. She was 
conferred with a Doctor in Laws (LL.D.).

Eric Kinsella (Sc.D.)

Eric Kinsella is the founder of the Jones Engineering 
Group Ltd. Mr Kinsella is an Electrical Engineer and 
led a management buy-out of the Jones Group plc 
in 1992 before establishing Jones Engineering Group 
Ltd, where he is majority shareholder and Executive 
Chairman. Based in Dublin, it provides mechanical, 
electrical and instrumentation solutions for clients 
throughout Europe and the Middle East and has so far 
worked on over 3,000 projects with a value in excess 
of €10 billion. He is listed on Trinity’s “Benefactors 
through the Centuries” Roll of Honour.  His support 
through scholarships for Trinity engineers will have 
a significant impact on the education of engineering 
leaders in Ireland and elsewhere. Eric Kinsella was 
conferred with a Doctor of Science (Sc.D.).

Lord David Puttnam (LL.D.)

Lord Puttnam CBE was an independent producer of 
award-winning films (10 Oscars, 25 Baftas and the 
Palme d’Or at Cannes) for thirty years before retiring 
to focus on public policy work. He was awarded a 
CBE in 1983, a knighthood in 1995 and appointed 
to the House of Lords in 1997. He is currently Chair 
of the TSL Advisory Board and an Adjunct Professor 
of Film Studies and Digital Humanities at University 
College Cork. He works for the Irish Government as a 
digital champion and he lectures on film to students 
in five universities around the world. He also works 
as an advisor to the Trinity Access 21 project. He is 
held in high regard internationally for his pioneering 
work in education and technology; his contribution 
to the development of access to learning has been 
immense. Lord Puttnam was conferred with a Doctor 
in Laws (LL.D.).

Louise Richardson (LL.D.)

Professor Louise Richardson became Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Oxford in 
2016. She studied history in Trinity College 
Dublin before gaining her Ph.D. at Harvard 
University. She spent twenty years on 
the faculty of the Harvard Government 
Department and latterly served as Executive 
Dean of Harvard’s Radcliffe Institute for 
Advanced Study. Between 2009 and 2015 
she was Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of St Andrews, during which time 
she served on Scotland’s Council of Economic 
Advisers. Widely recognised as one of the 
world’s foremost experts on terrorism and counter-terrorism, her book What Terrorists Want, is 
widely accepted as one of the most influential in the field. Professor Richardson was conferred 
with a Doctor in Laws (LL.D.).

Eric Kinsella, Peta Taaffe, Provost, Dr Patrick 
Prendergast, Chancellor, Dr Mary Robinson, 
Louise Richardson, Lord David Puttnam

Louise Richardson, Chancellor, 
Dr Mary Robinson
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Terence Dwyer Sc.D.

Professor Dwyer is a Professor of 
epidemiology. His seminal research carried 
out on the positioning of infants during 
sleep led to the revision of the international 
recommendations with a consequent 
significant reduction in cot deaths. He has 
received the highest honours from his 
native Australia for this research, which 
is considered one of the most significant 
medical advances of the 20th century. Now 
at the University of Oxford, he heads up 
the George Institute for Global Health and 
is leading a major global research study 
on childhood cancer. He has chaired many 
high-level health advisory bodies and has 
received many national and international 
honours. Professor Dwyer was conferred 
with a Doctor of Science (Sc.D.).

Patricia Oliver LL.D.

Patricia Oliver has worked as a volunteer 
with An Taisce and other environmental 
initiatives for over forty years. She is the 
Founder of An Taisce’s Environmental 
Education Unit, the largest and most 
influential environmental education 
organisation in the country. In the 1990s 
Patricia took over the Foundation for 
Environmental Education co-ordinated 
schemes for Ireland from Trinity and grew 
them professionally to become models 
for Europe. Through the Green Schools 
Programme, she has had a transforming 
effect on hundreds of thousands of Irish 
children. Her presentation of the Irish 
Green-Schools Programme at the 12th 
Commission on Sustainable Development 
at the United Nations in 2004 was 
acknowledged as the “Best of Best 
Practice”. She was conferred with a Doctor 
in Laws (LL.D.).

James P Smith Sc.D.

Professor James Smith is one of the first 
scientists to discover strong associations 
between childhood mental health and 
adult economic outcomes. He holds the 
Distinguished Chair in Labor Markets and 
Demographic Studies at the RAND Corporation, 
USA. He is best known for his works on 
the economics of ageing, immigration, the 
effects of economic development on labour 
markets and the interrelation of health and 
economic status. Professor Smith was elected 
to the National Academy of Medicine at the 
US National Academy of Sciences and twice 
received a MERIT award. Professor Smith was 
conferred with a Doctor of Science (Sc.D.).

Bob Geldof LL.D.

Robert Frederick Zenon “Bob” Geldof, KBE, is an 
Irish singer-songwriter, author, actor and political 
activist. He rose to prominence as lead singer of 
The Boomtown Rats. Geldof is widely recognised 
for his activism, especially anti-poverty efforts for 
Africa. In 1984 he and Midge Ure founded the charity 
supergroup Band Aid to raise money for famine 
relief in Ethiopia, followed by the concert Live Aid in 
1985 and the Live 8 concerts in 2005. A single father, 
Geldof has also been outspoken for the fathers’ rights 
movement. He was invested as a knight in 1986 and 
in 2005 was a recipient of the Man of Peace title, 
among numerous other awards and nominations. 
Adding to the many accolades he has received for 
his anti-poverty efforts in relation to Africa, he was 
conferred with a Doctor in Laws (LL.D.).

Marianne Elliott Litt.D.

At the forefront of Irish history research, Professor 
Marianne Elliott was key in establishing and 
developing the most important centre for Irish 
Studies in Britain, the Institute of Irish Studies at 
the University of Liverpool, where she was also 
its director.  Professor Elliott was the first person 
appointed to the Tony Blair Chair in Irish Studies 
endowed by the Irish government and is known 
for her award-winning biography Wolfe Tone: 
Prophet of Irish Independence. In 2000 she was 
awarded an OBE for services to Irish Studies and 
to the Northern Ireland peace process, and in 
2002 was elected a Fellow of the British Academy. 
Professor Elliott was conferred with a Doctor in 
Letters (Litt.D.).

Marianne Elliott, Provost, 
Dr Patrick Prendergast

BACK ROW: Terence Dwyer, James P Smith, Bob Geldof, Provost, Dr Patrick Prendergast
FRONT ROW: Patricia Oliver, Chancellor, Dr Mary Robinson, Marianne Elliott

Bob Geldof
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Alumni Awards 2017
The Alumni Awards were presented at a gala dinner in May. The five recipients were presented 
with awards in recognition of achievements in their respective fields and the contribution 
they have made both at home and abroad. 

Julie O’Neill B.Sc. (Pharm.) (1988)

Julie O’Neill was born in Co Fermanagh and earned a B.Sc. (Pharmacy) degree from Trinity and an MBA from UCD Michael 
Smurfit Graduate Business School.

Having started her career in 1990, she gained experience in the areas of operations, plant management and quality 
assurance while working for Helsinn Birex Pharmaceutical Limited and Burnil Pharmacies Limited before joining Gilead 
Sciences in 1997.

During her 17-year tenure at Gilead, Julie held many senior management positions including Vice President, Operations & 
General Manager, Ireland. Since 2014, she has worked with Alexion Pharmaceuticals and is currently Executive Vice President, 
Global Operations, where she leads a diverse multi-disciplinary global operations team.

Julie holds various national leadership positions. Since 2013, she has held the position of Chairwoman and Member of the 
Board of the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) and is the former President of the Irish Business and Employers’ 
Confederation (IBEC), being the first woman to hold this position. She is a Board Member of the National Institute for 
Bioprocessing Research and Training (NIBRT), the American Chamber of Commerce of Ireland, and CRANN, the Trinity College 
based Centre for Research on Adaptive Nanostructures and Nanodevices. She has also served on the governing body of 
University College Cork and the Research Institute Board of UCD’s Conway Institute and is the former Chairperson of Pharma 
Chemical Ireland.

In 2014, Julie was honoured by the Irish Independent as the 16th most powerful woman in business and was awarded 
University College Dublin’s Business Alumni of the Year Award in 2016.

Annraí O’Toole 
B.A.I., M.Sc. (1987)

Annraí O’ Toole graduated with a 
B.A., B.A.I. in Computer Engineering 
in 1987 and an M.Sc. in Computer 
Science in 1991. He fully embraced 
student life during his time in Trinity 
and was involved in the Students’ 
Union, the Engineering Society and 
the Philosophical Society (the Phil). 
He retains the distinction of being 
the only elected Students’ Union 
Education Officer never to serve!

As part of his M.Sc. he worked as a 
research assistant in the Department 
of Computer Science in Trinity where 
he lectured undergraduates for four 
years while also working on EU funded 
projects in distributed and parallel 
computing.

In 1990, Annraí was instrumental in 
spinning IONA Technologies out from 
Trinity’s incubation centre and became 
the company’s first employee. He was 
a Director and Chief Technical Officer 
of IONA and played a key role in its 
flotation on the NASDAQ in 1997. In 
2000, he left IONA to found another 
start-up, Cape Clear, which was 
acquired by California based Workday 
in 2008. Four years later, in 2012, 
Workday was also floated on the NYSE 
and last year the company announced 
a major expansion in Smithfield 
employing over 1,000 computer 
scientists and engineers making a 
significant contribution to Dublin’s 
reputation as a tech hub.

Annraí’s achievements are of the 
highest order in his field and have 
made a very significant impact on 
the Irish economy. He is a member 
of the Provost’s Council, a group of 
leading international Trinity alumni 
and supporters who act as advisors 
to the University and help to shape 
Trinity’s future. 

David Moloney Ph.D. (2010)

David Moloney received a B. Eng. from Dublin City University in 1985, and Ph.D. in Engineering from Trinity in 2010. 
He began his career in 1985 in Siemens Halbleiter AG (Infineon) in Munich and ST Microelectronics in Milan before 
returning to Ireland in 1994 to co-found a series of start-up technology companies including Parthus (CEVA) and 
Silansys (Frontier-Silicon). David is co-founder and CTO of Movidius. He holds 18 US patents with many others in 
process as well as authoring conference and journal papers on DSP and computer architecture.

(L-R) Annraí O’Toole, David Moloney, Sean Mitchell, 
Provost, Dr Patrick Prendergast, Julie O’Neill and William Sargent
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William Sargent B.B.S. (1978)

Born off  Stephen’s Green, William Sargent was raised in Rio de Janeiro before returning to the Jesuits at Clongowes 
Wood College.

Walking into Trinity as a 15-year-old he honed his business skills in the Dublin music scene working with bands 
including The Chieftains and Thin Lizzy. Graduating with a business degree, William emigrated to London with many 
others of his generation for whom jobs were scarce in Ireland.

William co-founded Framestore in 1986 and led its rise from an award winning commercials house to world 
renowned fi lm and digital studio based in London, New York, LA, Montreal and Beijing. During this time Framestore has 
worked on all the Harry Potter fi lms (and the new JK Rowling Fantastic Beasts) , Alfonso Cuarón’s Gravity, James Gunn’s 
Guardians of the Galaxy, Paul King’s Paddington, and Dr Strange.

William and his team have won all the major creative awards including two Oscars (7 nominations), British Academy, 
Primetime Emmys, D&AD, Royal Television Society and over 80 global awards for the newest format Virtual Reality. In 
addition to leading Spitting Image, he has produced numerous award winning fi lms and television productions for the 
BBC, Channel 4 and ITV.

Equally at home in Hollywood and government, he was Permanent Secretary, Regulatory Reform at the Cabinet 
Offi  ce, Board Director of HM Treasury and is a fellow of the Royal Society for the Arts and Governor of Southbank Centre. 
Honours include a Ph.D. (Hon). from University of Kent, a CBE in 2004 and knighthood from the Queen in 2008. William 
is a member of the Provost’s Council.  

Sean Mitchell B.A.I., M.Sc. (Ind.), M.Sc. (Mgmt.) (1989)

Sean Mitchell received a Bachelor’s degree in Electronic Engineering from Trinity in 1989, followed by a Masters in 1990 and 
a Masters in Management Practice in 2004. After working in the semiconductor industry for 17 years for numerous Irish 
start-up companies including Silicon & Software Systems, Parthus Technologies and Silansys Technologies, he co-founded 
Movidius in 2005. As CEO, Sean led the team through multiple rounds of venture capital investment and the development of 
world-leading technology for enabling visual intelligence. Sean continues to lead the Movidius team in Europe within Intel.

Judith Meehan M.D., M.A.(j.o.) 
(2006), Judith Connolly,

Liadh O’Toole, Eavan O’Toole Hilary & Rosemary Hough 

Martin Henman M.A. (j.o.) (1984), 
Mona Henman 

Catherine Woods B.A. (1984), 
Claire Woods B.A. (2014)

Professor Iggy McGovern
recited his poem written for
the occasion

Global
This year it seems we ought to sing

The poet who once wrote ‘Something 

There is that doesn’t love a wall’; 

If you would answer to that call

Then welcome four (nay, fi ve) whose art

Is speaking to the global heart.

The fi rst mirabile dictu
Is actually a brace of two

Sprung from our Engineering School

Their tack is literally ‘cool’

With power ultra-low, their aim

Is vision worthy of the name.

The second took her fi rst degree

Within the School of Pharmacy

And her keen business touch has sent 

Her to the top in management

Yet in that lofty height she found

Still time to spread her gifts around.

The third pursued a heady mix

Computing, student politics

Hi-tech combined with people skills

Honed in IONA’s spin-out thrills

And crowned with stock exchange high yield

The buzz continues in Smithfi eld. 

The fourth’s own take on College Green

Saw business meet the music scene

With many instruments to score

Let’s settle for the famed Framestore

Whose Oscar nominations range

From Harry Potter to Dr Strange.

The global world knows they’re the best

But now they face a local test

Back in the hallowed halls again

It’s all “do you remember when…”

Show them you validate their fame

Give them your heartiest acclaim!

Iggy Mc Govern M.A. (j.o.) (1983)
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ALUMNI WEEKEND 2017

1 Maryann Ding, David Ding M.B. (1972)  
2 Ian Fraser M.B. (1975), Pauline Fraser, Richard Shannon M.B. (1975), Sarah Shannon M.B. (1975)
3 Leo Chuang M.B., M.A. (1970), Valerie Chuang, Peter Joyce M.B. (1972), Stanley Quek M.B., M.A. (1970), 

Neil Adamson M.B. (1972)   
4 Finola Minihan M.B. (1997), Sean Smyth   
5 Leslie Boydell M.B. (1975), William Shannon, Pauline Barbour M.B. (1977) 
6 Fiona Lyons M.B., M.D. (1992), Pearce Coyle

FRIDAY BANQUET

Alumni 
Events
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7 Ronald Gordon Watson M.B., M.A., F.R.C.S.I., F.R.C.S.ED., R.A.M.C., CH.M. (CAPE TOWN) (1965), 
Christopher Dick M.B., M.A. (1965), Philip Michael M.B. (1965), Cyril Morrison M.B. (1965)

8 Clive Russell M.B., F.R.C.P. (1970), Judith Russell M.B. (1972), 
William Fearon M.B., M.A., F.F.A.R.C.S.I. (1971) 

9 Jennifer Donnelly M.B., M.D. (1997), Lisa Griffin M.B. (1997), Eithne Cronin M.B. (1997), 
Anna Beug M.B. (1997) , Susan Hopkins M.B. (1997)

10 Catherine Doran M.B. (1997), Richard Powell 
11 Cathryn Bogan M.B. (1997), Fionnuala Breathnach M.B. (1997)

View more photo galleries on www.tcd.ie/alumni
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ALUMNI WEEKEND 2017
SATURDAY BANQUET

1 Tom Moyne B.A.I. (1977), John Jennings B.A.I. (1977), James Dunphy B.A.I. (1977), Marie Dunphy, 
Michael Kampff B.A.I., M.A., C.Eng., M.I.E.E. (1977), Edward Hare

2 Ian O’Gorman B.A.I., M.Sc. (1982), Akiko Browne
3 Maureen McCaw M.A. (1957), Iris Taylor M.A. (1967)
4 Audrey Arthure B.S.S. (1976), Catherine Walsh B.A. (1977)
5 Joseph O’Sullivan B.A. (1992), Damian McGrath B.A., M.Sc. (1992), Paul Moloney B.A. (1993)
6 Jennifer Jennings B.A. (1992), Kela O’Riordan B.A. (1992)
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7 Geraldine Clarke M.A. (1975), David Norris M.A. (1968)
8  Hugh Simons B.A.I. (1982), Noel McNamara B.A.I. (1982)
9 Dairine Walsh M.A. (1977), Anne Headley B.A. (1977)
10 Billy Davis B.B.S. (1997), Frances Davis
11 Edward Nevill M.A. (1987), Juliet Nevill

View more photo galleries on www.tcd.ie/alumni
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From Cork to Chicago, from Munich to Malaysia,
wherever life takes you, there is a Trinity Alumni Branch for you.

Trinity Alumni 
Branches

GREAT BRITAIN

CAMBRIDGE
Brian Bromwich
E:  brianbromwich@googlemail.com

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
Jonathan Mo� itt
E:  jonathan_mo� itt@blueyonder.co.uk

LONDON ASSOCIATION
Finbarr Begley
E:  secretary@TCDLondon.co.uk 

LONDON DINING CLUB
Geraldine Dooley
E:  secretary@TCDDiningClubLondon.co.uk

MIDLANDS (EAST)
Sydney Davies
E:  sydney.davies@ntlworld.com

MIDLANDS (WEST)
Edward Sweeney and Joyce Byrne
E:  e.sweeney@aston.ac.uk 

joycemibyrne@gmail.com

NORTH OF ENGLAND
Suzanne Temperley
E:  david.temperley@talk21.com 

OXFORD
Martin Gaughan
E:  martinigaughan@yahoo.co.uk

IRELAND & NORTHERN IRELAND

CORK
Gerry Donovan
E: donovangerry2@gmail.com

KILDARE AND WICKLOW
Michael J McCann
E: tcd-kildare@infomarex.com

MIDLANDS
Noelle O’Connell
E:  noellespeaking@gmail.com

NORTHERN IRELAND
Cecil Bates
E: phenomenon4711@outlook.com

ANTRIM AND DERRY
Stanley & Joy White
The Old Rectory, Macosquin,
Coleraine, BT51 4PN,
Co Derry

SCOTLAND
Niall McGuinness
nialljpmcguinness@gmail.com

WEST COUNTRY UK
Douglas Henderson
E:  tcdwest@yahoo.co.uk

EUROPE

AUSTRIA
Eudes Brophy
E:  brophyandhand@netscape.net

BELGIUM
Vera Coughlan
E: vcoughlan@cov.com

DENMARK
Carolyn Rutherford
E:  rutherfc@tcd.ie

FRANCE
Gabrielle Puget
E:  tcdalumniparis@gmail.com

GERMANY
Bavaria
Elisabeth Mayer
E:  elisabeth.mayer@zuv.uni-erlangen.de

BERLIN
James Löll
E:  loellj@gmail.com

FRANKFURT
Enda Jordan
E: jordanem@tcd.ie

MUNICH
Dominic Epsom
E:  Dominic.Epsom@bmw.de

ITALY
Pamela Maguire
E:  pamela.maguire@tiscali.it

LUXEMBOURG
Jean Gaspard
E:  gaspardjean@gmail.com

MALTA
Matthew Agius
E:  agiusm@tcd.ie

NORWAY AND SCANDINAVIA
Roger Strevens
E:  Roger.Strevens@2wglobal.com

PORTUGAL
Ben Power
E:  benpower@sapo.pt

SPAIN
Emma Naismith
E:  emma.naismith@gmail.com

SWITZERLAND
Malcolm Ferguson
E:  malcolm.ferguson@ieee.org

AFRICA

EAST AFRICA
Gerard Cunningham
E:  gerard.cunningham@unep.org

LIBYA
Dr Mohamed Daw
E:  mohameddaw@gmail.com

Branches organise activities and social events on behalf of alumni within their region. 
They also provide a channel of communication between their members and the 
University, keeping you up to date with Trinity news. Branch events range from casual 
get-togethers to black tie dinners, from cultural excursions to networking lectures by 

visiting academics. For graduates new to a region, joining a branch is a great way to make friends 
while maintaining the link with your alma mater. Our branches always welcome new members. 

 If there is no branch in your area 
and you would like to set one up, please 
contact alumni@tcd.ie or visit
www.tcd.ie/alumni for more information.
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SOUTH AFRICA (CAPE TOWN)
Anthony G Marshall Smith
E:  marsmith@iafrica.com

UGANDA
Henry Tumwebaze
E: tumwebah@tcd.ie

USA

ATLANTA
Julie Jones
E:  julie@juliejonesconsulting.com

BOSTON
Peter Lennon
E:  tcdbostonalumni@gmail.com

CHICAGO
Je�  Koh
E:  je� rey.j.koh@gmail.com

MID-ATLANTIC
Rachael Moss
E:  tcdmidatlanticalumni@gmail.com

NEW YORK
Fiona Sta� ord
E:  tcdalumninyc@gmail.com

NEW YORK – UPSTATE
Ronald Ferguson
E:  fergusonrng@gmail.com

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
Thomas Browne
E:  dr.thomas.browne@neurenics.com

PHILADELPHIA
Paul Maguire
E:  pmaguire@maguirehegarty.com

SAN DIEGO
Rob Mullally
E: robmullally1@gmail.com 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
Niall Reynolds
E:  niallreynolds@gmail.com

SOUTH FLORIDA
Ronald Ferguson
E:  fergusonrng@gmail.com

SOUTHERN  NEW ENGLAND
Pankaj Kumar Gupta
E: pankajkmrgupta@gmail.com

CANADA

CALGARY
Eoin Bates
E: eoinbates1@gmail.com

EDMONTON
Kevin Magill
E: kevin.magill@ecsd.net

MONTREAL
Megan Lee
E: lee.megan00@gmail.com

ONTARIO
John G Payne
E: trinitydublin@rogers.com

OTTAWA
Deirdre O’Connell
E: deirdreocon@gmail.com

VANCOUVER           
Hannah Clark
E: hclark@tcd.ie

VANCOUVER ISLAND
Mary Pike
E: Tyrell.me@gmail.com

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND

NEW SOUTH WALES
Dylan Carroll
E: dylancarroll@gmail.com

QUEENSLAND
Kieran O’Brien
E: kieranob@mac.com

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
James Smyth
E: smyth153@gmail.com

VICTORIA
Ciaran Horgan
E: chorgan@internode.on.net

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Alex O’Neil
E: alexoneil@bigpond.com

CHRISTCHURCH
Bernadette Farrell
E:  tcdalumninz@gmail.com

ASIA

BEIJING
Xusheng Hou
E: houx@tcd.ie

CHINESE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
(DUBLIN BASED)
Tao Zhang
E: info@tcdchinesealumni.org

HONG KONG
Henry Au
E: henryau@tcd.ie

JAPAN
Leo Glynn
E: lglynn@hotmail.com 

SHANGHAI
Nick McIlroy
E: mcilroyn@tcd.ie

SOUTH KOREA
Gaya Nadarajan
E: gaya.nadarajan@gmail.com

INDIA & PAKISTAN

BANGALORE
Sai Prakash
E: saierin@hotmail.com

DELHI
Rahul P. Dave
E: rpdave@yahoo.com

PAKISTAN
Tahia Noon
E: tahianoon@gmail.com

REST OF THE WORLD

ARGENTINA
David Madden
E:  David.Madden@smurfitkappa.com.ar

COLOMBIA
Laura Dixon
E:  dixon.laurajayne@gmail.com

GULF REGION
Jessica Pakenham-Money
E: pakenhaj@tcd.ie

ISRAEL
David Rivlin
E:  tcd.alumni.il@gmail.com

MEXICO
Stephen TL Murray
E: smurray@cilatam.com

MOSCOW
Daria Voronina
E:  daria.voronina5@gmail.com
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NEW YORK 
BALL

JUNE 2017

View more photo galleries on www.tcd.ie/alumni

1  Fergal Corrigan B.A.I. (2008), 
Amy Coghlan B.B.S. (2009), 
Shane Humphries B.Sc. (Mgmt.), M.A. (1983)

2  Katie Ledbetter B.A. (2001), 
Ambassador David Donoghue, 
Cara Gorey B.B.S. (Lang) (2002)

3  David Mooney B.A. (1985), Philip Bianco, 
Paul Maguire B.B.S., M.A. (1980), 
Aileen Denne-Bolton B.A. (1982), 
Sean Reynolds B.A.I. (1987)

4  Linda Maguire, Paul Maguire B.B.S., M.A. (1980), 
Juliette Hussey M.A. (j.o.), Ph.D. (1996), 
Victoria Rosner, Eric Goldsmith

5  FRONT: Francesca MacWhirter B.A. (2008), 
Daire Hickey B.A. (2009), 
Stephanie O’Brien B.A. (2008) 
BACK: Mark Grennan B.A. (2008), 
Orlaith Carr B.A. (2009), Jack Darcey B.A. (2012)

6  FRONT: Rachael Shearer B.A. (2012), 
Cianna O’Connell L.L.B. (2012), Ruth Fagan, 
Lucie Heseltine L.L.B. (Pol.Sc.) (2016) 
BACK: Ciara Smith B.A. (2013), 
Niall Murray L.L.B. (B.S.) (2016), Bastien Platel, 
Marc Abboud, Katie Wallis

7  Belinda McKeon B.A. (2000), Nik Quaife, 
Margaret Molloy, Jim O’Sullivan B.A. (1984)

8  Aileen Denne-Bolton B.A. (1982), 
Fiona Stafford B.A. (1994), 
Charles McNeal B.A. (2014), Caroline Reed

9  Fenton Aylmer M.B.A. (1995), 
Emma Kilcoyne B.A. (1995), Alan Kilcoyne, 
Pina Mastromonaco
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LONDON 
BALL

APRIL 2017

View more photo galleries on www.tcd.ie/alumni

1  Bernadine Dooley LL.B. (Ling.Germ.) (2014), Kris 
Jackson LL.B. (2014), Lorena Baltazar, Grainne 
Hussey LL.B. (Ling.Germ.) (2014), Aoife Casey 
LL.B. (2014)

2  Michael John Connor B.A. (1960), 
Jennifer Connor

3  Gerard McHugh M.A. (j.o.) (1990), Sinead 
Kennedy B.A. (2016), Michael John Connor B.A. 
(1960)

4  Christopher O’Hara LL.B. (Ling.Germ.) (2010), 
Ah-Young Koo LL.B. (Ling.Germ.) (2010)

5  Cat O’Shea B.A. (2013), Caroline von König B.A. 
(2013), Aoife Keogh B.A. (2000), Ciara Beades 
LL.B. (Ling.Germ.) (2013), Sophie Anderson Mair 
B.A. (2015)

6  Sarah O’Donnell M.B., M.D. (2003), 
Jo Kitchen M.B. (2002)

7  Conor O’Meara B.A. (2016), Gráinne Hawkes 
LL.B. (2014), Conor O’Brien LL.B. (2016)

8 The Trinitones
9  Jack Irwin B.A. (2012), Chris Soikans B.A. (2012), 

Stephen O’Connell B.Sc. (Cur.) (2012)
10  Caroline von König B.A. (2013), Sophie Anderson 

Mair B.A. (2015), Emma Law B.Sc. (Cur.) (2011)
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Did you know?
With over 100,000 alumni in 130 countries worldwide, there are 
many opportunities to engage with each other wherever you are.

For more details visit www.tcd.ie/alumni

Networking 
opportunities 

75 alumni
branches
worldwide

Affi  nity and 
special interest 
groups

Regular
social events
organised 

Online 
alumni 
directory
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CHRISTMAS 
HOMECOMING 

DECEMBER 2016 

View more photo galleries on www.tcd.ie/alumni

1  Steven Gallagher, Rachel Mc Cafferty B.Dent.Sc. 
(1996), Deborah Gallagher B.Dent.Sc. (1996), Dara 
Reynolds B.Dent.Sc. (1996) 

2  Helen Hayes B.A. (1991), Barry Purdy B.A. (1991), 
Karan Hobbs B.A. (1991)

3  Dolores Coldrick, Arthur Coldrick M.Sc. (Mgmt.) 
(1979) 

4  Gemma-Louise Davies B.A., Ph.D. (2006), Lucy 
Crockford Ph.D. (2015), Michele Keyes

5 Marianne Blattès, Mark Hurst LL.B. (2010)
6  Class of 1996 Dental Science Reunion    
7  Frances Marr, Michael Marr B.A.I., M.B.A., M.SC. (1967)
8  Carol Horgan B.Dent.Sc. (1996), Ann-Marie Julian 

B.Dent.Sc. (1996)
9 Ita McAteer B.A. (1978), Geraldine Flanagan  
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CHRISTMAS 
COMMONS 

DECEMBER 2016 

View more photo galleries on www.tcd.ie/alumni

1  Bryan Maybury B.A. (1980), Dora Maybury, 
Philip Odlum B.B.S. (1976)

2  Roslyn Hickey B.A., M.Ed (1977), Bernadette Hickey 
B.S.S. (1983)

3  Melissa Harrison B.A. (1994), Pamela McEvoy B.S.S., 
M.Sc. (1994), Kathryn Parkes B.A.I. (1995), Bevin 
Cody B.A., M.B.A. (1993)

4  Cecilia West B.A. (1981), Amanda Hughes B.A. (1982)
5  Thomas O’Reilly B.A. (1980), Nanci O’Reilly 
6  Deirdre Cawley B.Sc. (Physio.) (1991),  

Peter Hayes B.A. (1972), Fionnuala Kilcullen M.A., 
Barrister-at-law (1974) 

7  Caroline Temperley M.A. (1988), Richard 
Temperley B.B.S., M.A. (1985)

8  Eoin Sweeney, Anna O’Neill, Deirdre Sweeney B.A. 
(1987), Fintan Sweeney 

9  Siobhán Maguire B.A., M.B. (1995), 
Dolores Liddy M.B. (2001)
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Did you know?
Your connection with Trinity is for life.

Visit our website at www.tcd.ie/alumni to:

Sign up
for our
ezine

Update 
your contact 
details

Receive 
Trinity Today

Follow us
on social 
media

Book 
upcoming 
events
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Mion-Ghaeltacht 
cathrach i 
gColáiste na 
Tríonóide!
Tugann Scéimeanna Cónaithe Choláiste na Tríonóide deis do mhic léinn – agus don 
mhórphobal i gcoitinne – teacht le chéile mar phobal Gaelach gníomhach

I 
gColáiste na Tríonóide, Baile 

Átha Cliath, tá sé ina chúis mhór 

bhróid dúinn “mion-Ghaeltacht 

cathrach” d’ár gcuid féin a bheith 

againn ina bhfuil an Ghaeilge le 

cloisteáil go laethúil mar ghnáth-

theanga chumarsáide: Scéim Chónaithe 

Gaeilge do mhic léinn. Ar an gcampas i 

lár na cathrach (Bá na Luibheolaíochta) tá 

árasáin do mhic léinn sa dara, sa tríú agus 

sa cheathrú bliain (Scéim an Champais). 

Amuigh i Halla na Tríonóide, Dartraí i mBaile 

Átha Cliath 6, tá dhá árasán againn do mhic 

léinn na chéad bhliana agus árasán amháin 

do mhic léinn atá sa dara bhliain (Scéim 

Dhartraí). Mar bhreis ar na scéimeanna 

foirmiúla, déantar iarracht mic léinn eile i 

Halla na Tríonóide a léiríonn spéis sa Ghaeilge 

a lonnú i dteach ainmnithe nuair is féidir. 

Céard a bhíonn ar siúl ag na mic léinn seo 

atá ar an scéim? An príomh-dhualgas atá 

orthu ná an Ghaeilge á labhairt mar ghnáth-

theanga laethúil agus í a chur chun cinn i 

saol an Choláiste. Tá córas forbartha againn 

le blianta anuas a thugann tacaíocht do na 

mic léinn na spriocanna seo a bhaint amach. 

Ar an gcéad dul síos, roghnaítear “meantóir” 

nó príomh-chaptaen ar an scéim, ó lucht 

Scéim an Champais, le feidhmiú mar phointe 

teagmhála idir Oifig na Gaeilge agus mic 

léinn na scéimeanna, mar nasc idir scéim 

Dhartraí agus scéim an Champais, agus 

mar chomhordaitheoir ar thograí na scéime. 

Toghann na mic léinn i nDartraí captaein do 

na trí árasáin faoi seach, agus tugann siad 

cúnamh don mheantóir maidir le cúrsaí 

comhordaithe. 

Meastar bliain a chaitheamh ar "an Scéim" 

mar eispéireas saoil uathúil trína buanna 

rannpháirtíochta, an cairdeas buan agus 

spiorad foirne a chothaítear idir na mic léinn. 

Bíonn ardéileamh ar na spásanna gach bliain. 

Déantar na mic léinn a roghnú trí phróiseas 

iomaíoch agus faigheann siad deontas a1,000 

ó Oifig na Gaeilge, bunaithe ar obair théarma 

(tograí grúpa) agus coinníollacha eile. Bíonn 

dualgais mhaoirseachta Sheomra na Gaeilge 

ar mhic léinn Scéim an Champais.  

Bíonn sé mar dhualgas ar mhic léinn 

Scéim Dhartraí freastal ar An Chéadaoin @ 

An Bhutrach gach maidin Chéadaoin: ciorcal 

comhrá oscailte don phobal mór, ina mbíonn 

comhluadar agus comhrá ar bun agus cupán 

tae nó caife á ól. Is léiriú suntasach ar rath 

an imeachta seo (a bunaíodh i 2009 le mic 

léinn na scéime cónaithe  agus pobal mór 

na Gaeilge a bhailiú le chéile) go leanann 

slua ón mhórphobal ag freastal air i rith an 

tsamhraidh. Gné uathúil den imeacht seo ná 

an caidreamh a éascaítear idir aoisghrúpaí 

éagsúla: go háirithe aos na mac léinn agus 

daoine atá ar scor. Tá moladh anois tagtha 

chun cinn scéim cairdis cultúir a bhunú a 

thabharfadh mic léinn agus daoine  atá ar 

scor le chéile i ngrúpaí beaga ar mhaithe 

le freastal ar ócáidí cultúrtha sa chathair 

ó am go ham, agus muid ag iarraidh tógáil 

ar an gcaidreamh idir aoisghrúpaí luaite 

thuas, agus táimid i mbun cainteanna le 

hOireachtas na Gaeilge maidir leis seo. 

Bíonn 6 ghrúpa scéime i mbun tograí i 

rith an téarma chun an Ghaeilge a chur chun 

cinn. Sa bhliain 2016-2017, chuir na mic léinn 

na tograí seo a leanas i gcrích: tráth na gceist, 

ceardlann scríbhneoireachta le hÁine Ní 

Ghlinn, “Gleic Gumball”, céilí agus tráth na 

gceist i nDartraí, clár raidió ar Raidió na Life 

faoin nGaeilge sa Choláiste  (a craoladh ar 

an 16 Márta 2017), dhá fhíseán faoin Scéim, 

ceiliúradh do Lá ‘le Pádraig i nDartraí, Teach 

Oscailte Scéime (le ceol agus sólaistí) mar 

chuid d’Éigse na Tríonóide (féile Ghaeilge 

an Choláiste) , agus Bliainiris na scéime a 

chur le chéile (seo foilseachán a chuirtear 

le chéile ag deireadh gach bliain, a thugann 

eolas ar lucht na scéime agus a n-eachtraí, 

agus a sholáthraíonn taifead buan do na mic 

léinn ar a mbliain ar an scéim. Ag deireadh 

gach téarma, reáchtáiltear oíche léiriúchán 

na scéimeanna, ina dtugann lucht na scéime 

cur síos ar a dtograí, agus déantar ceol agus 

sólaistí a chur ar fáil. 

I measc eachtraí eile, thug slua ón scéim 

cuairt ar Oireachtas na Gaeilge i gCill Áirne, 

áit ar bhuaigh ball den scéim, Bill Walsh, 

an dara duais i gcomórtas díospóireachta 

agus bhuaigh Feilim Ó Brádaigh comórtas 

scríbhneoireachta cruthaithí.  Foilsíodh 

aistriúchán Gaeilge le hOisín Ó Muirthile  

ar an leabhar cáiliúil Cluiche na Corónach 

anuraidh freisin. 

Ghlac 18 mac léinn agus seisear eile (ar 

baill de na Cnocadóirí nó de chomhluadar 

an Bhutraigh iad) páirt i dturas lae go Gleann 

Dá Loch ar an 25 Márta 2017. Thógamar 

bus ar cíos, agus thugamar faoi shiúlóid 

8km, agus Liam agus Nora Ó Dónaill mar 

threoraithe againn. Thugamar cuairt ar 

Ionad na gCuairteoirí agus ar an gcathair 

mhainistreach, agus bhí béile blasta againn 

in óstán Lynhams ar an Láithreach. Chas na 

mic léinn ceol i ndiaidh an bhéile. Bhí an-rath 

go deo ar an lá, agus bhí an aimsir thar barr.

Aonghus Dwane, Oifigeach na Gaeilge, Coláiste na Tríonóide
www.tcd.ie/gaeloifig 

By Aonghus Dwane 
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Did you know?
Alumni can get married in the Trinity Chapel up to twelve years 
after graduation. Trinity alumni can also avail of accommodation 
on campus at discounted rates.

For more details visit www.tcd.ie/alumni
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TRINITY TODAY 2017 CLASS NOTES

CIARÁN HOPE
B.A.I., M.Sc.

(Class of 1996)

MARY ROSE BURKE
B.Sc. (Pharm.) 
(Class of 1987)

LOIS JAMES
B.A. 

(Class of 2007)

IAN BAMFORD
LL.B., Barrister-at-Law, H.Dip Ed. 

(Class of 1955)

RAEGHNYA ZUTSHI
B.A., M.Phil.

(Class of 2012)

MARTIN MC CORMACK 
B.S.S., M.A. 

(Class of 1996)

Class Notes
News from Trinity alumni around the world.
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John Ahern
B.Dent.Sc., M.B., B.Ch., B.A.O. (2010)

John is the incoming Fulbright Ambassador at 

Trinity College Dublin. In 2016, John went to 

Harvard University in Boston on a Fulbright 

Scholarship to work on a joint initiative between 

the Harvard Medical School and the Harvard 

School of Dental Medicine. This initiative aims to 

transform dentistry and fully integrate oral health 

into primary health care education and delivery. 

As a specialist trainee in head and neck pathology, 

John is interested in the referral pathways of oral 

malignancies from primary to secondary care. 

John represented Trinity in tennis throughout his 

undergraduate years. He ran the 2016 New York City 

Marathon for charity during his Fulbright in Boston.

Raeghnya Zutshi
B.A., M.Phil. (2012)

Raeghnya is an active conductor, composer, performer and teacher 

based in Dublin. She grew up in Singapore, Malaysia, India, USA 

and Ireland, developing an interest in the fusion of different 

musical styles, which she explores within her compositions. She has 

had pieces performed by NODE Ensemble, Trinity College Singers 

and Avalon Ensemble. She was the music advisor in the Irish fi lm, 

Dare to Be Wild. Raeghnya has toured with Trinity College Singers, 

Mornington Singers, New Dublin Voices and the Irish Youth 

Chamber Choir. She founded and directed the female a cappella 

group, Trinity Belles, and was recently appointed to the Board of 

Directors of the Association of Irish Choirs. 

Conor O’Meara 
B.A. (2016)

Conor graduated from 

Trinity in 2016 with a 

degree in BESS, and was 

named Business Student 

of the Year 2016. Since 

then, he has interned in the 

United States Senate as a 

member of the Washington 

Ireland Programme. Conor 

co-founded CriServ, a social enterprise that uses data analytics to 

distribute food to refugees across Europe. Now based in London, Conor 

works as a Strategy & Business Development Associate with Potentialife. 

Lara Connaughton
B.A. (2016)

Lara Connaughton is the 

fi rst Irish recipient of the 

Schwarzman Scholarship to 

complete a Masters in Global 

Affairs at Tsinghua University, 

Beijing. In 2016, Lara interned 

for the Irish Fiscal Advisory 

Council, gaining experience in 

public policy, economic analysis 

and strategic communications. 

She is currently based in 

Accenture, working in 

management consultancy 

for fi nancial services. She has 

toured with the internationally 

renowned Druid Theatre 

Company and holds a diploma 

in Speech, Drama & Elocution.  
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Muireann Irish
B.A., Ph.D. (2003)

Associate Professor Muireann Irish is an Australian Research 

Council Future Fellow at the Brain and Mind Centre, University 

of Sydney. Muireann’s motivation for pursuing a research 

career in neurodegenerative diseases stems from seeing her 

grandmother suffer with Alzheimer’s disease. Muireann’s 

research across a range of neurodegenerative disorders has 

been recognised in a series of awards including a New South 

Wales Young Tall Poppy Science Award (2014), a L’Oréal-

UNESCO For Women in Science Fellowship (2015) and the 

2016 Premier of New South Wales Prize for Early Career 

Researcher of the Year for Science and Engineering. In 2017, 

Muireann was selected as one of 15 early career researchers 

worldwide to receive the L’Oréal-UNESCO International Rising 

Talent Fellowship. Muireann lives in Sydney with her husband, 

Dan, and her son, Fionn.

Lois James
B.A. (2007)

Lois James is a professor at the Washington State University (WSU), 

College of Nursing. She has a B.A. in Psychology from Trinity, and 

received her Ph.D. in Criminal Justice from WSU. Lois is a core faculty 

member in the Sleep and Performance Research Center (SPRC), where 

she focuses on the relationship between sleep, health, and performance 

in elite populations such as nurses, combat medics, military personnel, 

police officers, and top-tier athletes. She also conducts research 

on the impact of suspect race on decisions to shoot, the results of 

which have significantly advanced what is known about how suspect 

race influences police officers during deadly encounters. She is the 

founding director of Counter Bias Training SimulationTM (CBTsim), 

scenario-based training intended to reveal and overcome biases in law 

enforcement shooting decisions.

Martin Mc 
Cormack
B.S.S., M.A. (1996)

Martin Mc 

Cormack is the 

newly appointed 

CEO of the College 

of Anaesthetists 

of Ireland, 

which promotes 

best practice 

in the fields of 

anaesthesia, 

intensive care and 

pain medicine 

through its 

training, examinations and educational programmes. Martin’s 

career began in Beaumont Hospital and progressed into 

departmental, directorate and senior executive roles over 15 

years before he took over as Head of Operations in the Royal 

College of Physicians of Ireland in 2013. He is a Fellow of the 

Irish Computer Society and was awarded the Computerworld 

Laureate in 2012. He has held non-executive director roles 

with various charities and private companies focused on 

health and wellness.

074_Trinity Today 2017_Class Notes_V8.indd   76 15/09/2017   15:07



77

TRINITY TODAY 2017CLASS NOTES

Ciarán Hope
B.A.I., M.Sc. (1996)

Ciarán Hope has been working as an entrepreneur and composer for 

the past eighteen years, dividing his time between Los Angeles and 

Dublin. In 2001, he founded his first boutique entertainment company 

Pangea Music Inc. He successfully negotiated investor financing 

of $250,000 to expand the core business, which serves the post-

production needs of artists, production companies and studios. Sony 

Classical released his soundtrack for the drama, The Letters, which 

several reviewers picked as one of their top 15 soundtrack albums of 

2016. One track, Mother Teresa, streams nearly 100,000 times a month 

on Spotify, making it one of the most streamed classical music tracks 

by an Irish composer. With degrees in engineering and mathematics, 

he is currently completing an MBA.

Mary Rose Burke
B.Sc. (Pharm.) (1987)

Trinity Pharmacy graduate Mary Rose Burke was appointed as the CEO of 

Dublin Chamber of Commerce in 2016. Mary Rose was Director of Strategy, 

International & Corporate Affairs with Ibec for three years prior to the new 

appointment. Her previous roles include Director of Pharmacy with Boots 

Ireland and establishing and running various businesses. Mary Rose is a board 

member of Pharmapod and a council member of the PSI - the pharmacy 

regulator. A core part of her role at the Dublin Chamber of Commerce is to 

understand the aspirations of Irish people and businesses in order to make 

Dublin an even better place to live, work, invest and grow a business. 

Davendra Sharma 
M.B. (1995)

Davendra was awarded 

the OBE for his work 

in complex trauma on 

the Queen’s Birthday 

Honours List 2015. As a 

junior doctor, Davendra 

worked in Limerick, 

St James’s Hospital in Dublin and Port Spain, 

Trinidad. Moving to the UK, he joined the North 

Middlesex Hospital where he developed an interest 

in urology. He joined the RAF in 2001, graduating 

from Cranwell with the Best Cadet award. He 

continued in surgical training completing a Masters 

in urology and then the FRCS Urol. He served 

several overseas tours and was a Wing Commander 

upon his recent retirement. In more recent years 

he worked at King’s College Hospital and now at St 

George’s Hospital where he is Consultant Urologist. 

Davendra’s parents, Deen Sharma and Heather 

Sharma (née Murray) met while studying at Trinity 

in the early 1960s. Heather sadly passed away after a 

sudden illness in July.

Davendra Sharma with his 
beloved late mother Heather 
on the occasion of his OBE 
award in 2015
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John Payne
M.A. (1971) 

A graduate of Natural Sciences, John greatly enjoyed rowing 

while studying at Trinity (Senior VIII for 3 years, Captain of 

Boats, Head of the Dublin Sculling Ladder). John emigrated 

to Canada to research plate tectonics before joining the world 

of consulting engineering. He studied engineering geology at 

Imperial College London. His career then metamorphosed 

into engineering and environmental work including 

numerous overseas projects. John led a team which won a 

Canadian Consulting Engineering Award of Excellence in the 

international category. Since retiring, he consults for the UN 

and the World Bank on international water issues, including 

contributions to the annual UN World Water Development 

Report. He has maintained connections with the Trinity Boat 

Club and the Geology Department, and has been the Ontario 

alumni branch coordinator since 2003.

Emer Cooke 
B.Sc. (Pharm.), M.B.A., M.Sc. (1982) 

Emer Cooke, a Trinity School of Pharmacy and 

M.B.A. graduate was recently appointed as Head 

of Regulation of Medicines and other Health 

Technologies with the World Health Organization 

(WHO) in Geneva, after 14 years in management 

roles at the European Medicines Agency. In her 

new role, Emer is responsible for leading WHO’s 

global work on regulation of health technologies, 

co-ordinating the regulatory teams, working with 

member states and international partners to assure 

the quality, safety and efficacy of appropriate 

health technologies. Emer is also a member of the 

School of Pharmacy’s Strategic Advisory Board.

Neville Keery  
M.Sc. (Econ.), M.A. (1961)

Neville Keery was a 

scholar in mental and 

moral science and is 

an honorary member 

of the College 

Historical Society and 

Vice-President of the 

Dublin University 

Metaphysical Society.  

He began his career 

in journalism in the 

north of England 

before returning to 

administrative posts 

in Dublin with the 

Institute of Public 

Administration 

and with Trinity College Dublin. He was a Taoiseach’s nominee 

in the Senate from 1969 to 1973 before joining the European 

Commission, working in Dublin and Brussels up to his retirement 

in 2001.  He began writing poetry in 1993 and his third collection, 

Memoir: Poems 2007-2016, has just been published. 

John Payne at a 
contaminated site 

in Kazakhstan
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Ian Bamford
LL.B., Barrister-at-Law, H.Dip Ed. (1955)

Born in Portrush, Co Antrim, Ian came to Trinity in 1951 to study law. In 1953, as Trinity’s golf 

champion, he won the prestigious Boyd Quaich British Open Universities Championship at St 

Andrews, Scotland. He then went on to his fi rst North of Ireland Open Amateur Championship 

at Royal Portrush. He was selected to play for Ireland in 1954 while still an undergraduate. In 

1957 he was called to the Bar of Northern Ireland. He worked in the legal department of a bank 

in Toronto, Canada, before returning home to enter a partnership with D&E Fisher Solicitors 

in Newry. In 1980, he was invited by the Lord Chancellor to sit as a permanent District Judge, 

a post he held until his retirement in 2002. He is Chairman of the Mary Peters Sports Trust. 

In 2016, The Irish Golf Writers’ Association presented Ian with an award for his outstanding 

services to golf in Ireland.

Srirurang Poolthupya
M.A. (1962)

In 1962 Srirurang received an M.A. from 

Trinity. She returned home to Thailand 

to teach in Thammasat University (TU), 

Bangkok. In 1971 she earned her M.A. 

in Indian Studies from the University of 

Wisconsin, Madison, and became the fi rst 

director of the India Studies Centre at 

TU where she received an award for her 

outstanding teaching. Today, she is Professor 

Emeritus at the university and teaches part-

time. She has been a fellow of the Royal 

Society of Thailand since 1996 and this year 

she had the honour of being elected Vice-

President. She is also President of the Thai-

Bharat Cultural Lodge Association, promoting 

Indo-Thai cultures and corporations.

Patricia Cleveland-Peck
M.A.  (1967)

Patricia wanted to be a writer from the age of ten. She enjoyed a stint on Trinity 

News as an undergraduate, encouraged to do so by previous editor Frances-Jane 

French. Later, married with a family, she began writing for children, publishing 

her fi rst book in 1979. Patricia wrote several adult non-fi ction books, radio plays 

and a stage play. At this time she was also working as a travel journalist which 

took her all over the globe. Now with a granddaughter, she has returned to the 

world of children’s books. Her most recent book, You Can’t Take An Elephant on 

the Bus, has been a surprise success, even coming out in Chinese.

074_Trinity Today 2017_Class Notes_V8.indd   79 15/09/2017   15:07



80

TRINITY TODAY 2017 ONE-ON-ONE

As someone so involved with Trinity, 
what are some of your fondest 
memories of College? 
Here are some snippets: Angela in the Buttery, 

who loved us all and the banter back and forth; 

Sports Day in May with President de Valera 

arriving via the back gate in morning wear in 

his vintage Rolls Royce and chauffeur (whoever 

would have thought it); snooker in the GMB; 

playing cards in the JCR; Trinity Balls   – I attended 

the 400th Anniversary Trinity Ball in 1992, with 

friends and my wife Kyle who was five months 

pregnant; Freshers’ Balls; great professors. 

Many of my Trinity friends are still my best 

friends today.

What does a typical day consist of? 
I travel a lot and would be on a plane five or more 

times a week. I am up very early and it always 

starts with some exercise, then the papers 

(The Times, The Irish Times, FT) online and in 

paper form. My office days in London are taken 

up with meetings, phone calls, reviewing 

memos and documents and regular board 

meetings of our portfolio companies. I try to have 

dinner by 7.30pm.

What has been your greatest 
achievement?
This is going to sound corny. But it has to be my 

marriage. I was one of the last of my friends to 

get married, in New York, to a Kyle Conroy – so 

she had some Irish blood flowing through her 

veins. She has a great sense of humour and sense 

of the bizarre – she has to have to stay married to 

me over 31 years. I’m glad to say that we are great 

friends with our four boys, three of whom are old 

enough to have graduated from Trinity and the 

fourth started in Trinity in September. 

As Chairman of the Advisory 
Board of Trinity’s Student Managed 
Fund, what piece of advice would 
you offer to students today hoping to 
succeed in business? 
You will fail in your life many times, whether in 

your job, marriage or your health. It’s how you 

overcome that failure that will define you. A 

business restructuring in 1997 in my investment 

bank meant that a large group of us managing 

directors were laid off two weeks before 

Christmas. We did not receive bonuses and so 

Trinity Today 
meets Lansdowne 
Capital founder, 
Alan Dargan.

most of my ex colleagues who were laid off sued and 

got compensation. Instead, I founded Lansdowne 

Capital and entered into a joint venture with the 

bank to continue the work on transactions I had 

been leading on a fee sharing basis. Eight months 

later Lansdowne Capital announced a $5 billion 

European - Asian merger in paper and packaging.

What is your favourite place in Trinity? 
It has to be College Park, together with its 

“extension” the Pav, before and after a rugby game. 

The atmosphere is great at Saturday home games of 

the first team, especially as we are now in the top 

rank, the All Ireland Division 1A.

As former President of DUFC, Trinity’s 
Rugby Club, what are some of your 
greatest sporting memories?  
In College Park, I will never forget the final first’s 

rugby game this season. Trinity, second place from 

bottom, were playing Terenure, third from bottom in 

a relegation battle. Trinity were down 25-20. In the 

very last play Trinity turned the ball over, ran it out 

of the 22 and the Trinity winger Tim Maupin got the 

ball on the halfway line. The big crowd went mad 

as he outran all the cover and scored between the 

posts. Trinity converted and won the match 27-25. 

Pure magic! Pandemonium!

What is your greatest fear? 
Strangely, I still have bad dreams about failing 

an exam. In reality, I had to repeat my third year 

exams in Trinity in September and it was probably 

the biggest wake-up call I ever had. I had not 

done a scrap of work in third year and thought 

I was smart enough to get through in May. Well 

I wasn’t. I cancelled my summer plans and instead 

spent every day in the library that summer, flew 

through the repeats and my finals and accountancy 

exams afterwards. It was the work habit I got that 

summer that has stood with me to this day. This 

is another example I would give to students about 

overcoming failure.

What guests from any stage of 
history would you invite to dinner?  
The dinner would be raucous. I would have Lucy 

Kellaway, sassy and hilarious FT commentator; 

Dorothy Parker, famous American 20th century 

wit; Margaret Thatcher of course, who would liven 

up any gathering; General Patton who was also 

not for turning; Cicero, as immortalised in Robert 

Harris’ recent trilogy; Woody Allen, a genius; Lenny 

Bernstein, a great composer/pianist with an ego to 

match; and lastly Teddy Roosevelt, the American 

Margaret Thatcher. Throw in my wife Kyle, some 

nice wines, and what chaos would arise.

How would 
someone describe 
you in three 
words? 
I asked my family 
to advise on 
this one and they seemed to agree on three: 
DRIVEN, LOYAL and GENEROUS. I think 
they are being kind, but will settle for those.

One
-on-
One
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Did you know?
Alumni have free lifetime access to a range of
bene� ts and services.

For more details visit www.tcd.ie/alumni

Alumni 
Room on 
campus

Campus 
Wifi 

Library 
Access

Further 
education

Email
for life

Reunions
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH 
TRINITY AND EACH OTHER

www.tcd.ie/alumni
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