
Visiting Students Modules – Classics 2020-21 

Trinity Module 
Name and 
course code 

Credits(ECTS) Duration 
and 
semester 

Prerequisite 
Subjects 

Course Description and Learning Outcomes 
Further details are, or will soon be, available on the website 

Assessment 
 

Contact 
Hours 
 

Contact 
Person 
 

CLU11100 
Introduction to 
Greek and 
Roman History 
 

10 All Year None This course provides an introductory survey of the history of 
the Greek and Roman world, from the Greek Archaic age to 
the death of Augustus. The main trends and issues of this 
period will be explored such as colonisation, imperialism, war, 
the Athenian invention of democracy, the rise of Alexander, 
the emergence of Rome as a major imperial power. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

44 
lectures 
(2 hrs 
pw) 

Dr Shane 
Wallace and 
Dr Rebecca 
Usherwood 

CLU11101 
Introduction to 
Greek History 

5 Semester 1 None First half of CLU11100 combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22 
lectures 
(2 hrs 
pw) 

Dr Shane 
Wallace 

CLU11102 
Introduction to 
Roman History 

5 Semester 2 None Second half of CLU11100 combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22 
lectures 
(2 hrs 
pw) 

Dr Shane 
Wallace 

CLU11108 
Sources and 
Methods for 
Ancient History 
and Archaeology 

10 All Year None This module provides an introduction to the primary sources 
and methodologies employed by historians and 
archaeologists. It introduces the practical, analytical and 
critical skills required to assess both textual sources and 
material remains. It explores the nature and reliability of the 
different types of evidence, and challenges students to think 
about and assess how modern scholars approach the study of 
the ancient world. Group seminars focus on developing skills 
with the primary sources: working with artefacts such as 
coins, inscriptions and pottery, or debating archaeological 
ethics. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22 
lectures 
and 9 
seminars 

Dr Rebecca 
Usherwood 



CLU11109 
Sources and 
Methods for 
Ancient History 

5 Semester 2 None First half of CLU11108. combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

11 
lectures 
and 5 
seminars 

Dr Rebecca 
Usherwood 

CLU11110 
Sources and 
Methods for 
Archaeology 

5 Semester 1 None Second half of CLU11108. combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

11 
lectures 
and 4 
seminars 

Dr Rebecca 
Usherwood 

CLU11104 
Greek and 
Roman Art and 
Architecture 

10 All Year None This module offers an introductory survey of the development 
and major artistic and artistic achievements of Greek and 
Roman architecture, sculpture and painting from the Greek 
Bronze Age to the reign of the Roman emperor Hadrian in the 
early 2nd century AD. The module places art and architecture 
in its social, political and cultural context. It explores themes 
such as the representation of the human form, the use of 
narrative and mythology in art, urbanisation, and the 
development of architectural forms such as temples, theatres 
and Roman baths. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

44 
lectures 
(2 
lectures 
pw) 

Dr Christine 
Morris 

CLU11105 
Greek Art and 
Architecture 

5 Semester 1 None First half of CLU11104. combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22 
lectures 
(2 
lectures 
pw) 

Dr Christine 
Morris 

CLU11106 
Roman Art and 
Architecture 

5 Semester 2 None Second half of CLU11104. combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22 
lectures 
(2 
lectures 
pw) 

Dr Christine 
Morris 

CLU11200 
Greek and 
Roman 
Mythology and 
Religion 

10 All Year None What is myth? How do myths deal with fundamental human 
concerns about who we are and the world we live in? What is 
the relationship between myth and religion? Why did the 
Greeks and Romans worship many gods, believe in oracles, or 
perform animal sacrifice? This module is an introduction to 
the major myths and religions of the classical world using the 
full range of primary source material: literary, artistic and 
archaeological. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22 
lectures 
and 9 
seminars 

Dr Suzanne 
O’Neill 



CLU11201 
Greek and 
Roman 
Mythology 

5 Semester 1 None First half of CLU11200. combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

11 
lectures 
and 4 
seminars 

Dr Suzanne 
O’Neill 

CLU11202 
Greek and 
Roman Religion 

5 Semester 2 None Second half of CLU11200. combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

11 
lectures 
and 5 
seminars 

Dr Suzanne 
O’Neill 

CLU12313 
Elementary 
Greek I 

10 Semester 1 None This module provides students with the foundations of the 
ancient Greek language and prepares them for the reading of 
original, unadapted Greek texts in Elementary Greek II and 
intermediate Greek modules. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

33 
classes 
(3 hrs 
pw) 

Dr Martine 
Cuypers  

CLU12314 
Elementary 
Greek II 
 

10 Semester 2 CLU12313 This module aims to bring students to an intermediate level of 
proficiency in the reading of Greek literary texts. In this 
module students will complete the study of the textbook and 
study less common morphology, more complex syntax and 
pragmatics, and expand their vocabulary. Translation skills will 
be practiced through supervised and independent reading of 
increasingly less adapted Greek texts. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

33 
classes 
(3 hrs 
pw) 

Dr Martine 
Cuypers 

CLU11311 
Greek in Context 
I 

10 Semester 1 At least one year 
of Ancient Greek 

In this module you will study a variety of texts that will enable 
you to acquire a wider Greek vocabulary, consolidate your 
understanding of grammar and syntax, and develop an 
appreciation of how Greek was used in different contexts over 
the centuries. You will encounter some of the many different 
ways in which ancient literary texts may be ‘read’, analysed, 
interpreted and translated, and explore the features of literary 
and non-literary texts in different genres, dialects and styles 
from different periods and places.   
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

33 
classes 
(3 hrs 
pw) 

Dr Martine 
Cuypers 

CLU11312 
Greek in Context 
II 
 

10 Semester 2 At least one year 
of Ancient Greek 

This module will guide you through a selection of canonical 
and non-canonical texts representative of key aspects of the 
history of Greek language and usage. You will further develop 
your linguistic, philological and critical skills, expanding your 
understanding of grammar and style, expanding your Greek 
vocabular and exercising your translation and analysis skills. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

33 
classes 
(3 hrs 
pw) 

Prof Ahuvia 
Kahane 

CLU11413 
Elementary Latin 
I 

10 Semester 1 None This module provides beginners with the foundations of Latin, 
an ancient and influential European language. Our focus will 
be on grammar and translation, and on reading original texts 
from the Roman world. Latin is famous for its literature 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 

33 
classes 
(3 hrs 
pw) 

Dr Charlie 
Kerrigan 



(Cicero, Virgil, and others), and this module is a first step 
towards your being able to read that literature in its original 
form; but Latin was also for many centuries an everyday 
language spoken by ordinary people, and we will be trying to 
uncover some of that Latin too. 
 

or end-of-
term tests 

CLU11414 
Elementary Latin 
II 
 

10 Semester 2 None This module aims to bring students to an intermediate level of 
proficiency in the reading of Latin literary texts. In this module 
students will complete the study of the textbook and study 
less common morphology, more complex syntax, and expand 
their vocabulary. Translation skills will be practiced through 
supervised and independent reading of original Latin texts.  
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

33 
classes 
(3 hrs 
pw) 

Dr Charlie 
Kerrigan 

CLU11411 
Latin in Context I 

10 Semester 1 At least one year 
of Latin 

This module will give you a critical overview of how Latin was 
used in different contexts, whether literary (i.e. genre) or non-
literary (i.e. inscriptions, real letters), during the course of its 
existence as a spoken language. You will approach a variety of 
texts that will enable you to acquire a wider Latin vocabulary, 
to gain a deeper appreciation of grammar and syntax, and to 
advance your proficiency in translation and linguistic analysis.  
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

33 
classes 
(3 hrs 
pw) 

Prof Anna 
Chahoud 

CLU11412 
Latin In Context 
II 
 

10 Semester 2 At least one year 
of Latin 

This module will guide you through a selection of texts 
representative of key aspects of the history of Latin language 
and usage. You will further develop your translation, 
philological and critical skills, expand your understanding of 
grammar, idiom and style, and acquire a strong grasp of the 
development of literary and colloquial Latin.  
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

33 
classes 
(3 hrs 
pw) 

Prof Anna 
Chahoud 

CLU22111 
Greek History: 
Culture and 
Society in 
Archaic Greece 

5 Semester 1 None The module is a detailed study of selected topics from the 
Archaic period, c.750-490 BC. It will focus on the origin and 
development of socio-cultural phenomena in the Greek world, 
from South Italy to Asia Minor. Topics will include the 
development of new political systems such as tyranny, the 
origins of law and literacy, the formation of the polis, warfare 
and empire, as well as social issues such as the symposium 
and slavery. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

11 
lectures, 
5 
seminars 
 

Dr Shane 
Wallace 

CLU22115 
Greek 
Archaeology 

10 Semester 1 None This module explores the ancient Greek world through its 
material culture from the collapse of Mycenaean palatial 
cultures through to the classical period. We will take a 
thematic approach and topics may include state formation, 
colonization and cultural interaction in the Mediterranean, the 
development of Greek sanctuaries, the archaeology of the 
Greek countryside, the social and political roles of art and 
architecture in archaic and classical Athens, sexuality and 
gender relations, death and society, and archaeology and 
modern politics. 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22 
lectures, 
5 
seminars 
 

Dr Christine 
Morris 



 
CLU22122 
The Archaeology 
of Minoan Crete 

5 Semester 2 None This module explores the archaeology of the Aegean Bronze 
Age with a focus on Crete and the Cyclades. We will consider 
the development of Minoan palatial society and the nature of 
elite power; aesthetic and technological achievements in art 
and architecture; the nature of Bronze Age religion; 
interaction with Egypt and the Near East. Small group 
seminars will include practical sessions with artefacts such as 
pottery and figurines, building skills in analysing imagery, and 
discussion of ethics and heritage issues. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

11 
lectures, 
5 
seminars 
(2 hrs 
pw) 

Dr Christine 
Morris 

CLU22124 
Roman History: 
The Roman 
Empire 

5 Semester 2 None This course examines the Mediterranean world from reign of 
Augustus until the third century AD. It traces the evolution of 
the office of emperor over Rome’s first four dynasties: the 
Julio-Claudians, Flavians, Antonines, and Severans. It also 
analyses how the vast expanse of the empire was structured 
and governed under Roman rule, and the lived experience of 
those who fell under its power, with themes such as economic 
networks, citizenship, and religious pluralism. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

11 
lectures, 
5 
seminars 
 

Dr Rebecca 
Usherwood 

CLU22126 
Living on the Bay 
of Naples 

5 Semester 2 None Cicero described the Bay of Naples as “….that Bay of Luxury”, 
but to what extent was that true? This module will explore the 
archaeology of the area, with a particular emphasis on the late 
Republican and Roman development of such familiar Roman 
sites as Herculaneum, Pompeii,  and the suburban villas and 
farms in the area, as well as Puteoli, Naples and the Phlegrean 
Fields (Campi Flegrei). Economic, social and culture issues will 
be addressed through a close study of the rich evidence from 
this region, including new archaeological evidence from 
excavations carried out in the last few years. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

11 
lectures, 
5 
seminars 
 

Dr Hazel 
Dodge 

CLU22201 
Heroism, identity 
and Authority 

10 Semester 1 None The ‘hero’ is one of the central, if particularly diverse and 
changeable concepts that define and structure of private 
identities and public patterns of authority in the ancient 
Greco-Roman world and beyond, right up to the present. In 
this module we’ll examine and interrogate the idea of the 
hero through the lens of ancient epic, exploring 
Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey as well as Virgil’s Aeneid in search 
of what heroism might mean, then and now.   
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22 
lectures, 
5 
seminars 
 

Prof Ahuvia 
Kahane, Dr 
Charlie 
Kerrigan 

CLU22203 
Gender and 
Sexuality in the 
Ancient World 

5 Semester 1 None This module examines issues of gender and sexuality in either 
the Greek or the Roman world. You will study contrastive 
portrayals of women and men, ideals of masculinity and 
femininity, sexual norms and codes, theories about the male 
and female body, views on marriage, rape, adultery and 
prostitution, and the relation between art and ‘real life’: what 
we may deduce from texts and visual sources about the 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

11 
lectures, 
5 
seminars 
 

Dr Martine 
Cuypers 



gender roles men and women were expected to play within 
family and state.  
 

CLU22200 
Writing the Past 

10 Semester 2 None Who we think we are, what sense we make of ourselves and 
of our present, to a significant extent depends upon what we 
choose to remember. To remember, in turn, is always to 
construct. This module explores Herodotus’ Histories, the first 
written prose account of the past that explores the entire 
known world in a series of interweaving stories that ultimately 
aim to explain the Greco-Persian Wars and answer a question 
at the heart of history: why?  
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22 
lectures, 
5 
seminars 
 

Dr Ashley 
Clements 

CLU22202 
Culture and 
ideology in the 
Ancient World 

5 Semester 2 None This module explores the beliefs, values and aspirations which 
underpin the political, economic, religious and private life in 
an ancient city state that ruled an empire – democratic Athens 
in the 5th century BCE or the Roman republic in the time of 
Cicero – as it emerges from literature and other cultural 
manifestations. You will learn what it meant to be an Athenian 
or Roman citizen in a time of political and intellectual crisis, 
learn how identities were constructed, maintained, and 
manipulated, and assess how cultural claims informed political 
ambitions. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

11 
lectures, 
5 
seminars 
 

Dr Martine 
Cuypers 

CLU23321 
Greek in 
Progress 

5 Semester 1 At least one year 
of Ancient Greek 

This module aims to consolidate your understanding of Greek 
grammar and pragmatics, further refine your translation, 
philological and critical skills, and broaden your familiarity 
with Greek idiom and style. Close analysis of texts from a 
range of periods and genres, including examples drawn from 
outside the traditional canon, will enable you by the end of 
the module to read Greek prose and verse with confidence 
and precision. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22 (2 
classes 
pw) 

Prof Ahuvia 
Kahane 

CLU22341 
Greek Drama 

5 Semester 1 At least one year 
of Ancient Greek 

This module provides an introduction to Classical Athenian 
drama. You will study a play by Euripides in Greek and other 
texts in translation. Discussion topics include the divine, fate 
and responsibility; the origins of drama; Aristotle’s analysis of 
tragedy in the Poetics; performance aspects; the function of 
drama in the context of religious festivals and the democratic 
city-state; drama as source of historical and cultural 
information. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22 (2 
classes 
pw) 

Dr Martine 
Cuypers 

CLU22346 
Plato 

10 Semester 2 At least one year 
of Ancient Greek 

This module explores Plato's (427-347 BC) dramatization of 
the revolution in philosophical thinking initiated in Athens by 
Socrates (469-399 BC) in the latter half of the fifth century BC. 
By closely reading Plato's Euthyphro, Apology, and Crito we 
will discuss the intellectual context, central preoccupations, 
interpretative problems of Platonism, as we explore how Plato 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

33 (3 
classes 
pw) 

Dr Ashley 
Clements 



goes about constructing a manifesto for his own philosophy 
using the figure of his mentor Socrates. 
 

CLU22421 
Latin in Progress 
 

5 Semester 1 At least one year 
of Latin 

This module aims to consolidate your understanding of Latin 
grammar and pragmatics, further refine your translation, 
philological and critical skills, and broaden your familiarity 
with Latin idiom and style. Close analysis of texts from a range 
of periods and genres, including examples drawn from outside 
the traditional canon, will enable you by the end of the 
module to read Latin prose and verse with confidence and 
precision. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22 (2 
classes 
pw) 

Prof Monica 
Gale 

CLU22441 
Latin Comedy: 
Life on Stage in 
Roman Comedy 

5 Semester 1 At least one year 
of Latin 

In this course we’ll use Amy Richlin’s subaltern reading of 
Plautine theatre as a springboard to a wider investigation of 
ancient Roman comedy. Incorporating questions of language, 
performance, and reception, we’ll explore how these texts 
appear to give voice and agency to Rome’s disenfranchised 
while critiquing the behaviour and values of its rich and 
powerful. We’ll combine our reading of selected texts with the 
work of some modern theorists in order place issues of 
humour, anger, and power centre stage. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22 (2 
classes 
pw) 

Prof Anna 
Chahoud, Dr 
Charlie 
Kerrigan 

CLU22440 
Virgil Through 
Time 

10 Semester 2 At least one year 
of Latin 

In this course we’ll investigate the rich and varied afterlives of 
Virgil’s poetry, exploring themes of creativity and artistic (re-
)imagination, but also the politics which lie behind humanistic 
claims for the universality of ‘the classics’. We’ll examine 
questions of patriarchy, race, and empire, but also the radical 
and democratic aspects of popular traditions in Irish, 
European, and world contexts. And we will re-read Virgil’s 
own poetry, in an effort to critique its continuing ability to 
inspire, provoke, and challenge. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

33 (3 
classes 
pw) 

Dr Charlie 
Kerrigan 

CLU22500 
Visual and 
Material Culture 

10 Semester 2 None Tbc.  22 (2 
classes 
pw) 

Dr Christine 
Morris  

CLU33131 
Roman 
Archaeology 

10 Semester 1 None This module explores the Roman world through the material 
culture of this vast and varied empire. It covers the full 
geographical extent of the Roman Empire examining subjects 
such as transport, technology and communication, urban 
networks and rural settlement, the economy and resources, 
domestic architecture and settlement, religion and ritual. 
Particular regional case studies of Ostia, the Eastern Empire, 
and North Africa will all be included.  
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22 
lectures, 
5 
seminars  

Dr Hazel 
Dodge 

CLU33135 
Late Antiquity 

5 Semester 1 None This course explores the transformation of the Roman world 
into the early Medieval world. Starting in the third century, it 
traces the last two and a half centuries of Roman rule in the 

combination 
of written 
assignments 

11 
lectures, 

Dr Rebecca 
Usherwood 



west and its successors, and the different fate of the eastern 
empire. It also explores key social and cultural shifts such as 
the rise and institutionalisation of Christianity, ethnicity and 
identity, and urban life. 
 

and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

5 
seminars 

CLU33130 
Britain and the 
Roman Empire 

5 Semester 2 None This module examines an area of the Roman Empire which has 
been much studied by both historians and archaeologists. But 
Roman Britain is also constantly the subject of fresh 
discoveries and changing perspectives, creating a challenging 
topic for study. This module will examine the Iron Age 
background and assess the impact of the invasion of AD 43 as 
well as the effect of Roman culture on this remote province. It 
will also explore the effects on life in Britain of the breakdown 
of imperial administration at the beginning of the 5th century. 
The location of Britain on the fringes of the Roman world 
highlights particular issues of imperialism, acculturation and 
cultural identity.  
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

11 
lectures, 
5 
seminars 

Dr Hazel 
Dodge 

CLU33134 
Receptions and 
Reimaginings of 
Classical Art and 
Architecture 

5 Semester 2 None This module examines the reception of classical architecture in 
Ireland, Europe and the wider world. We will explore how 
classical principles and ideas were disseminated and 
reimagined within the framework of colonialism, nationalism, 
trade, slavery, political and religious ideology and intellectual 
artistic exchange. The course will clarify the key differences 
between the style we call classicism and the ideas and 
practices that define the classical tradition as it has been 
received and refigured. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

11 
lectures, 
5 
seminars 

Dr Suzanne 
O’Neill 

CLU33112 
Democracy and 
Monarchy in 
Classical Greece 

5 Semester 2 None The Classical period saw the rise and fall of a series of great 
empires: Persia, Athens, Sparta, and Macedon. This module will 
examine the political development of the Greek world in the 
fifth and fourth centuries BC, from the end of the Persian Wars 
to the death of Alexander the Great. Topics will include political 
systems such as oligarchy and democracy, Greek historiography 
under Herodotus and Thucydides, Athenian and Spartan 
imperialism, Sicily and South Italy, Panhellenism, and the rise of 
Macedon. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

11 
lectures, 
5 
seminars 

Dr Shane 
Wallace 

CLU33211 
Explaining the 
World 

10 Semester 1 None At the beginning of all philosophy, Plato and Aristotle claimed, 
lies amazement at the world. Greek philosophical explanations 
of the world, in turn, articulate understandings of what kinds 
of beings we are and what we should do with our lives. This 
module explores one intriguing set of answers to these 
questions through a selection of texts drawn from the first 
complete corpus of Greek philosophical works that survive 
from antiquity, the dialogues of Plato. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22 
lectures, 
5 
seminars 

Dr Ashley 
Clements 



CLU33213 
Drama and 
Performance in 
the Ancient 
World 

5 Semester 1 None This module introduces the dramatic performance traditions 
of the ancient world, encompassing Greek and Roman 
tragedy, comedy, and genres such as satyr-play, choral 
performances, and mime. Focusing on either Athens or Rome, 
you will study ancient plays as scripts for performance and 
explore parameters for the production of drama such as 
performance venues (theatres, festivals, games) and the 
conventions and practicalities of staging, as well as drama’s 
civic and religious contexts, historical development, and value 
as source of cultural information. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

11 
lectures, 
5 
seminars 

Dr Martine 
Cuypers 

CLU33218 
Greek Erotic 
Poetry  

10 Semester 2 None Desire (eros, Aphroditê) has always been a favourite theme in 
poetry, history, philosophy, rhetoric and other genres in the 
ancient Greek world. It was particularly (although not 
uniquely) prominent in poetry, which was often forceful and 
direct, sometimes explicit. It was also extremely sophisticated 
in its literary, poetic, linguistic and historical sensibilities, keen 
in its consideration of human behavior and emotion, and, as 
we shall learn in this course, fundamentally embedded in its 
social, cultural, and indeed political contexts as a powerful, 
dangerous, but likewise productive force. In this course we 
will read selected poems (in English translation) from various 
ancient Greek authors. Through these poems we shall have an 
opportunity to discuss general issues of erotics, poetics, 
gender, sexuality, society, history, politics, and culture in the 
ancient Greek world. The course will present and deploy a 
broad range of contemporary critical methods and 
approaches. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

12 
lectures, 
5 
seminars 

Prof Ahuvia 
Kahane 

CLU33212 
Social Media in 
the Ancient 
World 

5 Semester 2 None To write a letter - whether a formal, public composition or a 
private letter to a friend - is to create an image, consciously or 
unconsciously, of oneself as writer and of one’s relationship 
with the letter’s recipient. In this sense, Roman letter-writing 
can be seen as a partial equivalent of interaction via social 
media in our contemporary world. This module explores 
aspects of self-presentation through published and 
unpublished letters and other media of communication 
surviving from the Roman world. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

11 
lectures, 
5 
seminars 

Prof Monica 
Gale 

CLU33381 
Greek Close 
Reading 

5 Semester 1 At least two 
years of ancient 
Greek 

In this module students will be introduced to either a single-
author text or a selection of texts from one or more different 
genres, including but not limited to historiography, 
philosophy, comedy, poetry, etc. Each class will focus on a 
different section of text or theme and will consist of a mix of 
translation, textual analysis, and discussion. Students will 
apply their experience in Greek grammar to close reading and 
analysis of ancient Greek texts. 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22  
(2 
classes 
pw) 

Dr Shane 
Wallace 



 
CLU34391 
How to be Happy 

10 Semester 1 At least two 
years of ancient 
Greek 

Thanks to Thomas Jefferson, the pursuit of happiness - along 
with life and liberty - is a foundational right of the US 
constitution. And all of us want to be happy. But how many of 
us can define what happiness is? And since we struggle to 
define it how can we attain it, and why are we all so obsessed 
with it? Part of the answer lies in the influence of one strand 
of thinking about happiness (eudaimonia) that derives from 
Aristotle. But Aristotle's influential view was merely one 
among many, so in this module, we revisit the earliest 
formulations of happiness in Classical literature and 
philosophy and compare them with other conceptions of 
happiness from contemporary western and non-western 
traditions. By so doing we’ll tell the story of how we began to 
think of ourselves as people who need to pursue something 
called happiness - even though we don’t know what it is - and 
reveal how odd our modern conceptions of doing well and 
being happy are. [Texts will be read in the original Greek.] 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22  
(1 2-hr 
seminar 
pw) 

Dr Ashley 
Clements 

CLU34384 
Hellenistic Poetry 

10 Semester 2 At least two 
years of ancient 
Greek 

This module introduces the Greek poetry of the third century 
BCE, notably that of the Ptolemaic court in Alexandria, in its 
literary and social context. Key concepts are poetics and 
aesthetics, intertextuality and genre, tradition and innovation, 
continuity and change, philosophy and ideology. In the first 
half, you will study selections from Callimachus, Theocritus 
and Aratus. In the second, the focus will be on Apollonius’ epic 
Argonautica, whose novel hero and heroine, Hellenistic world 
view, bold narrative experiments, and pervasive 
intertextuality and aetiology inspired Virgil’s Aeneid. 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22  
(1 2-hr 
seminar 
pw) 

Dr Martine 
Cuypers 

CLU33481  
Latin Close 
Reading 

5 Semester 1 At least two 
years of Latin 

This module will involve close and detailed study of a Latin 
prose or verse text, with the twofold aim of increasing fluency 
in reading and enhancing appreciation of the author’s style, 
literary and rhetorical technique. Through translation and 
discussion of prescribed sections of the text, we will explore 
the ways in which Roman writers employ devices such as 
verbal patterning, metaphor and linguistic register, and how 
these features affect readers’ response to their work. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22  
(2 
classes 
pw) 

Prof Monica 
Gale 

CLU34489 
Senecan Tragedy 

10 Semester 1      At least two 
years of Latin 

The tragedies of Seneca are amongst the most violent and 
bloody works of ancient literature. Revolving around episodes 
of dismemberment, cannibalism and infanticide, they bear 
comparison to modern film and TV dramas such as Game of 
Thrones or the movies of Quentin Tarantino. In this module, 
we will approach the plays – and the scholarly controversies 
they have provoked – by drawing on frameworks including 
media and film theory, psychoanalysis and performance 
criticism, metapoetics and Hellenistic philosophy. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22  
(1 2-hr 
seminar 
pw) 

Prof Monica 
Gale 



CLU34484 
Informal Latin 

10 Semester 2 At least two 
years of Latin 

This module is about the relationship between literary and 
spoken Latin. Classical Latin has been codified through 
authoritative literary models; but what variations existed 
between speakers across social levels and over time and 
space? We will explore the concept of linguistic register, the 
importance of context in oral and written communication, and 
the effect of usage substandard features of Latin – ‘errors’, 
usage, and effects of this type of Latin on modern languages. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22  
(1 2-hr 
seminar 
pw) 

Prof Anna 
Chahoud 

CLU44501+ 
CLU44502 
Entertainment 
and Spectacle 

10 + 10 All Year Final year 
module, please 
discuss 
prerequisites 
with study 
abroad 
coordinator 

Entertainment is a fundamental feature of our modern 
society, but how did it work in the Greek and Roman periods? 
Was it 'fun' or were there other important factors in play? This 
module explores the nature, context and social importance of 
the different forms of public entertainment and spectacle in 
the Greek and Roman worlds, and examines how and why 
such displays changed in significance over time. A primarily 
archaeological approach is taken and there will be close 
analysis of the physical evidence. Textual and epigraphic 
sources will be integrated so that a broad perspective can be 
appreciated. On a more light-hearted note, by the end of this 
module students should also be able to spot the mistakes in 
films such as Gladiator, Spartacus and Ben Hur! 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

44  
(1 2-hr 
seminar 
pw) 

Dr Hazel 
Dodge 

CLU44505+ 
CLU44506 
Goddesses of the 
Ancient 
Mediterranean 
 

10 + 10 All Year Final year 
module, please 
discuss 
prerequisites 
with study 
abroad 
coordinator 

This module explores the nature of female divinity in the 
cultures of the ancient Mediterranean and Near East from 
earliest times through to the Greek and Roman world. Topics 
will include debates around the idea of the ‘mother goddess’; 
divine roles and portfolios; and case studies such as Minoan 
Crete, Çatal Hüyük and the transformations of Isis. The 
approach is interdisciplinary, drawing on archaeological 
remains, art, texts, and making extensive use of 
anthropological models of religion and ritual theory. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

44  
(1 2-hr 
seminar 
pw) 

Dr Christine 
Morris 

CLU44509+ 
CLU44510 
Anthropology 
and the Greeks 
 
 

10 + 10 All Year Final year 
module, please 
discuss 
prerequisites 
with study 
abroad 
coordinator 

This module introduces and examines a variety of domains in 
which anthropological enquiry and Classical Studies have 
complemented and can complement each other. In the first 
part we explore how anthropology has been used to elucidate 
the literary works that survive from the Greek world. In the 
second part of the course, we consider more recent 
applications of anthropological theory to the study of ancient 
culture, and move on to explore the role that anthropological 
perspectives can play in helping us identify and interpret 
cultural difference. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

44  
(1 2-hr 
seminar 
pw) 

Dr Ashley 
Clements 

CLU44511+ 
CLU44512 
Constantine 

10 + 10 All Year Final year 
module, please 
discuss 

Constantine (ruled 306-37) is among the most mythologised 
figures in world history. This course explores the emperor: the 
world he emerged from, the world his created, and his long-

combination 
of written 
assignments 

44  Dr Rebecca 
Usherwood 



 
 

prerequisites 
with study 
abroad 
coordinator 

term impact, including political, religious, cultural, and social 
topics. His reception in medieval and modern contexts will 
also be considered. The course draws upon and examines the 
widest range of primary sources available, placing a strong 
emphasis on the combination of literary and material 
evidence (including epigraphy, coinage, sculpture, and 
archaeology). Over the course of the year we build fluency 
and confidence in using this material, whilst tackling 
fundamental questions of historiographical agency and 
perspective. 
 

and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

(1 2-hr 
seminar 
pw) 

CLU44555 
The Ancient 
Novel 

10 Semester 2 Final year 
module, please 
discuss 
prerequisites 
with study 
abroad 
coordinator 

The origins, development and readership of the novel, a genre 
that blossomed in Imperial times and later antiquity, are 
shrouded in mystery. In this module, we will focus on one 
particular incarnation of the genre, the romance, with as 
surviving Greek examples the novels of Chariton, Xenophon of 
Ephesus, Achilles Tatius, Longus and Heliodorus. Topics 
include the genre’s origins, fictional worlds and conventions; 
intertextuality, readership and allegorical readings; gender, 
sexuality and ethics; cultural identity, ethnicity and class; 
narrative voice and narrative modes, time, space and 
characterisation; reception history and the modern novel. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22  
(1 2-hr 
seminar 
pw) 

Dr Martine 
Cuypers 

CLU44558 
After Alexander:  
Hellenistic 
Athens from 
Macedon to 
Rome 

10 Semester 2 Final year 
module, please 
discuss 
prerequisites 
with study 
abroad 
coordinator 

This module examines how Athens responded to its decline in 
power in the early Hellenistic period, from its defeat by 
Macedon in 338 to its final liberation in 229 BC. Drawing on 
literary, epigraphic, numismatic, and archaeological sources, 
this module will examine the growth of factionalism and the 
tension between democracy and oligarchy, international 
relations, political philosophy, and literary and cultural 
productivity. Athens was no more a major military or political 
power, but it remained a leading cultural centre. 
 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22  
(1 2-hr 
seminar 
pw) 

Dr Shane 
Wallace 

CLU44559 
How to Be Happy 

10 Semester 1 Final year 
module, please 
discuss 
prerequisites 
with study 
abroad 
coordinator 

Thanks to Thomas Jefferson, the pursuit of happiness - along 
with life and liberty - is a foundational right of the US 
constitution. And all of us want to be happy. But how many of 
us can define what happiness is? And since we struggle to 
define it how can we attain it, and why are we all so obsessed 
with it? Part of the answer lies in the influence of one strand 
of thinking about happiness (eudaimonia) that derives from 
Aristotle. But Aristotle's influential view was merely one 
among many, so in this module, we revisit the earliest 
formulations of happiness in Classical literature and 
philosophy and compare them with other conceptions of 
happiness from contemporary western and non-western 
traditions. By so doing we’ll tell the story of how we began to 
think of ourselves as people who need to pursue something 

combination 
of written 
assignments 
and in-class 
or end-of-
term tests 

22  
(1 2-hr 
seminar 
pw) 

Dr Ashley 
Clements 



 called happiness - even though we don’t know what it is - and 
reveal how odd our modern conceptions of doing well and 
being happy are. [Texts will be read in translation.]  


