
 

auktalk 
the newsletter of the zoology department of trinity college dublin 

 numbers 9 and 10, summer 2010m 

1 

SO LONG…  
AND GOOD LUCK 
Since publication of the last issue of 
Auktalk in 2007, three Senior 
Sophister classes have passed 
through Zoology – each one unique 
and filled with great individuals.  We 
hope you all will remember your 
time in Trinity fondly, and keep in 
touch with Zoology as you travel the 
world and pursue your varied 
careers. 
 
Pictured from top to bottom, the classes of 
2008, 2009 and 2010 celebrating at the end 
of Exams Barbeque in the Zoology Building 

An apology 
Almost three years have passed since the 
appearance of Auktalk 8.  We apologise for 
this long delay, and hope to get back to a 
regular annual appearance of the magazine.  
By way of an excuse, can we say that the 
intervening years saw an increase in 
student numbers with a reduction in staff, 
further restructuring of departments and 
faculties (with the promise of still more to 
come), the semesterisation of the academic 
year and the complete modularisation of all 
teaching programmes….   In short, they 
have been trying to keep us rather busy. – 
The Auktalk Team. 



EDITORIAL (1) 
 
Another year of change in the Department, with extra 
complications caused by the shift toward 
semesterisation (to be implemented in full in 2009-
10) and of course the knock-on effects from the 
economic downturn and the subsequent cuts in 
support. 
 
As usual, there are the new intakes of 
undergraduates, 28 JS and 26 SS, this year and a 
return visit from some of the class of 2007-8 at the 
November Commencements.  
 
Zoology also has a new intake of postgraduates as 
well as 3 new Post-Docs – Suzanne Miller, Michelle 
Giltrap and Colby Tanner. The post-docs 
courageously volunteered to write short pen-portraits, 
which you’ll find later in this issue, to introduce 
themselves. A sad note was the loss of Mark Brown, 
off to pastures new at Royal Holloway, London. At his 
farewell, Celia Holland said a few heartfelt words of 
thanks for all that he had done since coming here – 
including his inspirational role in establishing the post 
graduate symposium – and wished him success in 
the next stage of his career. However, Mark will keep 
up his research contacts with the Dept., and we hope 
that we will continue to see a lot of him over the 
years. 
 
A major event in 2008 was the official opening of the 
renovated Museum in October. There was a very 
good attendance at this from graduates and other 
associated with the Department going back many 
years. The opening itself is covered in the article from 
Martyn Linnie in this issue, while Peter Gatenby was 
intrigued by the old photographs of his father 
(Professor of Zoology and Comparative Anatomy 
from 1921 to 1959) from the 1930’s, and has actually 
managed to identify some of those pictured with him 
– again see later in this issue. 
 

 
Marina Pearson, former Departmental Secretary (sorry, Executive 
Officer) shows just how big our elephant skeleton really is, at the 
official opening of the refurbished Zoology Museum in October 
2008. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Now for some congratulations. Our post-grads 
continue to be successful, with another very 
impressive post-graduate symposium in March.      
Jenny  Whilde  won  the  first-year  prize  and  Gwen 
Porst was the overall winner, following hard on the 
heels of her win at the ESAI Ecology Post-Graduate 
Symposium, while Christina Dold was the runner-up 
in the annual Scientifically Speaking event in TCD. 
Research money continues to come in, though never 
as much as one might like, with awards from the 
Marine Institute, SFI, EPA, Dept. Agriculture and the 
EU.   Special congratulations to Paula Murphy on her 
election to Fellowship of TCD, an event marked by 
the presence of no fewer than six of her 
Departmental colleagues at the New Fellows’ Dinner. 
 
Outside the Department, John Parnell (Botany) has 
taken over as the Head of the School of Natural 
Sciences, while Celia Holland is the new Director of 
Research and Paula Murphy the new Post-Graduate 
Director in the School. 
 
Continuing the theme from last year of unusual 
visitors to the Department, Two interesting visitors 
were noted recently, namely a fox and a Lesser 
Black-backed Gull chick. The fox took up residence 
at the rear of the building in May and is probably one 
of the litter evicted from underneath the old staff 
office huts last autumn. She seems to be quite happy 
in her new home, probably due to the lavish offerings 
from our post exams BBQ. The gull chick was found 
perched on the fire escape, perilously close to our 
museum. David Kelly, our in-house ornithologist, 
'rescued' the chick and placed it in a safer place, 
(away from the clutches of the fox!) in anticipation 
that its parents would take over the feeding regime. 
 
The recent economic downturn has obviously had an 
impact at all levels in College, with Zoology, like 
everyone else, faced with major cuts in support. The 
most obvious manifestation of these cuts will be 
difficulty and delays in replacing or recruiting staff, 
but all aspects will be likewise affected. Even minor 
items such as the final finishing-off of the entrance 
hallway are likely to be delayed, although the coming 
year will see the installation of a display cabinet to 
highlight the Darwin Bicentenary and a web-linked 
flat-screen unit for information and news. We might 
even put some of the AukTalk on it! 
 
Finally, my own words of thanks to all those who 
contributed news, text and/or pictures – please keep 
this coming in as it’s always good to hear what’s 
happening. Looking forward to hearing from the rest 
of you very soon! 
 

Jim Wilson 
5th December 2008 
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EDITORIAL (2) 
 
Following on from last year’s Editorial (which we 
decided not to change anyway), I suppose the 
semesterisation hasn’t worked out too badly after all. 
However there were the usual spanners in the works, 
most notably the decision to have week 7 (out of 12) 
as study week, thus giving two uneven ‘halves’ to the 
semester. Allied to this were unfavourable tide times 
for the Marine Field Trip, but on the positive side we 
got some lovely photographs of the moon while we 
were collecting. 
 
Zoology continues to be popular with an intake of 28 
JS in 2009-10, giving us record numbers of 
Sophisters this year. Last year’s students were 
guests with family at their graduation (see below)  
 

 
 
Congratulations to Luke McNally on the Award of a 
College Gold medal for his results. Luke is now 
working with Andrew Jackson on an IRCSET 
postgraduate award. Arrangements are continuing to 
introduce a new joint Mod with Botany this year – 
provisional title Comparative Physiology  - and this 
will increase numbers even more. The idea behind 
this is to boost that side of Zoology and provide an 
alternative for those who would be attracted to the 
medical and molecular side of things, rather as 
Environmental Science does for those on the ecology 
side. 
 
2009 was busy year in the Department, with a 
number of major events and achievements. The 
Department hosted ECSA45 on behalf of the 
Estuarine and Coastal Sciences Association (see 
www.ecsa-news.org) with the topic Estuarine Goods 
and Services. Although attendance was lower than 
forecast due to the economic situation, there was still 
a full programme of talks and social events (thanks to 
our sponsors the Marine Institute and Bord Failte) 
and our own Sylvia Hardenberg won the ECSA prize 
for the best student poster at the meeting. Thanks to 
all those, especially Peter, Fiona and the post-grads 
who helped out with this. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We also had the now annual Postgraduate 
symposium, at which the invited assessors were 
Prof. Dr Bernd Sures (University of Duisburg-Essen) 
and Dr. Jonathan Grey (University of London). As 
ever, the standard was very high, but eventually the 
judges announced that the overall winner was Sile 
Molloy with Mafalda Viana the first-year winner. 
 
The Zoology Museum won a National award (see 
article later in this issue), and the certificate, which 
can now be seen in the Department foyer was 
accepted on behalf of the Museum by Martyn Linnie.  
 

 
Martyn Linnie receiving the Heritage Council’s national award in 
the ‘Best Collections Care Category’ 
 
Zoology also had an official visit from the Regent 
Mayor of Wakatobi (Indonesia), with whom College 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding,which will 
not only greatly help the Department’s scientific work 
in the area, but also help to promote the economy, 
and especially sustainable tourism and development 
of the area. 
 
We were also very pleased to be able to host Prof. 
Janet Browne, who was invited back to College to 
receive an honorary degree. Prof. Browne was very 
impressed with the changes (and improvements, she 
said) to the Dept since her days here as a student, 
although perhaps we still have some distance to go 
to match her current host (Harvard, where she is 
Aramont Professor of the History of Science). As well 
as Prof. Browne, we were also pleased to welcome 
Prof. Andrew Parker of the Natural History Museum, 
London, UK and the University of Oxford who gave 
the Darwin Seminar, organised on behalf of the 
School. Again thanks to all concerned in these 
events, especially Andrew Jackson and Mike Wride 
for all their work. 
 
Finally, my own words of thanks to all those who 
contributed news, text and/or pictures – please keep 
this coming in as it’s always good to hear what’s 
happening. Looking forward to hearing from the rest 
of you very soon! 

Jim Wilson 
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Official Reopening 
The recently refurbished Zoological Museum was 
officially opened on the 3rd of October 2008. We 
were especially delighted to greet many of our alumni 
and friends, in particular Patricia Grainger (wife of the 
late Prof. J.N.R. (Jack) Grainger, together with her 
son Richard (1973) and daughter Janet (1975), Ian 
and Mamie Howie, Fred Walker, Barry Roberts and, 
of course, Peter Gatenby (son of the late Prof. J.B. 
Gatenby), whose recollections of the Department 
appear later in this issue. 
 

 
The Graingers (Janet, Trix and Richard) at the opening of the 
Zoological Museum. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fred Walker, former Chief Technician, with Celia Holland at the 
reception in the Auk Room. 
 
The occasion also marked the launch of the 
preliminary publication, The Zoological Museum -
History, Current Status and Developments.   
Martyn Linnie delivered a short speech on the origins 
of the collection and thanked all those who 
contributed to the ‘Friends of the Zoological Museum 
Fund.’  The evening was very kindly sponsored by 
Peter (Pedro) O'Connor (1979) of Diageo.

Profile 
The opening of the refurbished museum highlighted 
the potential and profile of the collection. This was 
reflected during Culture Night 2009, when over 800 
people visited the museum over a four-hour period! 
There is now a steady flow of visitors, both from 
within the college community and elsewhere, while 
Peter's famous ‘guided tours’ also receive positive 
feedback. Later this year, we will host an alumni 
group that has designated the museum as a 'want-to-
see' venue on their itinerary.  
 
Museum award 
In May 2009, the Zoological Museum received the 
Heritage Council's 'Highly Commended' national 
award in the 'Best Collections Care Category’. The 
awards aim to highlight and celebrate the 
achievements of museums and collections, together 
with their curators and staff, as they strive to care for 
and protect our heritage, and make it as accessible 
to as many people as possible. The Heritage Council, 
in partnership with the Northern Ireland Museums 
Council run the Museum Awards biennially.    
 
 
 
 

The Museum Standards 
Programme  
International Accreditation System 
The Heritage Council's main commitment to 
collections care comes through its support of the 
Museum Standards Programme for Ireland. This 
initiative, with participants from a wide range of Irish 
collecting institutions, sets out to raise standards of 
care across Irish museums and galleries. There are 
34 standards under seven categories, that need to be 
achieved in order to reach full accreditation. The 
process is complemented by a full training 
programme, supported by the Heritage Council. Last 
year, our museum was invited to apply for admission 
to the programme. Following a successful eligibility 
process, we were admitted to the five year 
programme and recently passed through the initial 
accreditation phase. If successful, our museum will 
be up there with all the main museums and galleries 
around Ireland. It will provide internationally 
recognised accreditation: an essential component for 
depositing archival material and will lead to a 
collections care regime (and hopefully funding 
opportunities) essential for the long-term viability of 
the museum. 
 
 

Zoology 

MUSEUM NEWS 
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Museum management committee 
One of the minimum standards under the MPSI 
programme is the requirement to establish a 
management committee to oversee the running of 
the museum. One of our first duties was to prepare a 
mission statement.  The committee has formulated a 
draft statement as follows: 

 
‘The mission of the Zoological Museum, 

 Trinity College Dublin, through its collections, exhibits and 
curriculum, is to provide a learning facility for its students - 

and to interpret and disseminate - through scientific 
research and education, knowledge about the animal world 

and to inspire in visitors of all ages an understanding, 
enjoyment and appreciation of nature.’ 

 
Conservation grant - Great Auk 
Last summer, the museum was fortunate to receive a 
small grant from the Heritage Council, specifically for 
conservation work on the Great Auk and some of our 
other extinct/endangered species. The work was 
carried out by a leading taxidermist/conservationist 
from the UK, and surprisingly attracted great interest 
from the media with photos appearing in several of 
the tabloids. 
 
The Great Auk - our iconic specimen continues to 
attract much interest, with Sir David Attenborough, 
particularly keen to examine it at close quarters 
(albeit, temporarily lodged in the ‘Museum’ Building – 
see below) during a recent visit to college.  
 

 
 
Photography/Posters etc. 
Visitors to the department may have noticed the set 
of four posters on display around the building. We 
plan to expand on this idea by producing a set of 
greeting cards/postcards highlighting some of our 
more important material. The idea is to offer these for 
sale through the college library shop and other 
outlets with all proceeds going towards the care and 
development of the collection. Constanze O' Toole, 
now a professional photography will be taking the 
images. 
 
History of Museum 
The Zoological Museum: History, Current Status and 
Developments is now published (at last!). Those of 
us working in Zoology may not fully appreciate the 
long and colourful history we have inherited: the 
publication attempts to chronicle the individuals, 

events and stories behind the development of 
Zoology and the museum.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dublin Zoo connections 
There is no doubt that several of the specimens in 
our museum originated from Dublin Zoo. Three of the 
more interesting acquisitions are those of the 
elephant and the rhinoceroses.You will be interested 
to learn that the large Asian elephant skeleton 
(purchased by the college from the Zoo, c.1880) is 
that of 'Prince Tom', the very first elephant to be seen 
in Ireland. 
 
It is also believed that the two mounted rhinoceros 
specimens on display in the museum (purchased 
from the Zoo) are those dissected and described by 
Samuel Haughton and Alexander MacAllister (read 
before the Royal Irish Academy in April 1866 - on the 
 'Muscular Anatomy of the Rhinoceros'). Some doubt 
has always surrounded the validity of the 
identification of our rhinoceros specimens. However, 
analysis of DNA samples completed by a Dutch 
laboratory, specialists in ancient DNA, confirmed that 
the specimens are indeed, that of the Great Indian 
Rhinoceros. As part of the recent television series on 
Dublin Zoo, TV3 are planning to film a feature on the 
background story of the Great Indian Rhinoceros in 
our museum. 
 

Exhibitions 
The display space in the front hall has attracted a lot 
of interest - it is also a useful way of alerting the 
college community to the collection in general. So far 
we have had three small exhibitions: Preponderance 
of the Small, DARWIN and Beautiful Beetles.  
 

Recent acquisitions 
We are always grateful to receive material that will 
enhance/improve the general collection. Recent 
acquisitions include mounted specimens of a heron 
and a brown trout (courtesy of Peter Wilson), a small 
collection of bird's eggs, a turtle shell and an 
assemblage of deep-water crustaceans (courtesy of 
Martin Robinson). 
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DARWIN200   
 
 
 
As part of the College’s Darwin200 celebrations, 
Professor Janet Browne (Janet Bell 1972), Aramont 
Professor of the History of Science at Harvard 
University, delivered a lecture: "Darwin the Naturalist" 
 on Friday 10th July 2009 in the Botany Lecture 
Theatre, Prof. Browne is recognised as one the 
leading authorities on the life of Charles Darwin and 
is author of the acclaimed two volume biography 
Charles Darwin, for which she received the James 
Tait Black award for non-fiction, the WH.Heinemann 
Prize from the Royal Literary Society, and the Pfizer 
Prize from the History of Science Society.  
 
Before her talk, Janet dropped in for coffee 
in the Zoology museum, where she met 
with current staff and students, as well as 
some colleagues from her own student 
days.  She also renewed her acquaintance 
with ‘Lars’ the gibbon – a long term Zoology 
mascot (see below).  Later that afternoon, 
Prof. Browne was conferred with an 
honorary ScD by the University. 
 

Below: Prof. Browne, with Andrew Jackson, organiser 
of the Darwin200 lecture and ‘Lars’ the gibbon, 

pictured in the lobby of the Zoology Building,  
flanked by Martyn Linnie and Peter Stafford. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ZOOLOGY SIGNS MOU WITH WAKATOBI
On Monday 17th November, in the presence of Prof. 
Clive Williams (Dean of FEMS), Prof. John Parnell 
(Head of the School of Natural Sciences) and Prof. 
James Wilson (Head of the Discipline of  Zoology), 
TCD signed a Memorandum of Understanding on 
behalf of the Zoology Department with the Wakatobi 
Regency.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Watched by Jim Wilson and John Parnell, the Regent Mayor of the 
Wakatobi, Ingénieur Hugua, signs the MoU in the Zoology 
Museum. 

The event took place in the Zoology Museum. The 
Regent Mayor of the Wakatobi, Ingénieur Hugua, 
was visiting Trinity College as part of a European tour 
to promote trade with, and eco-tourism in, the 
Wakatobi Regency (an archipelago off the south-
eastern peninsula of Sulawesi, Indonesia). The 
signing of the MoU is considered to be a major 
breakthrough in collaboration between the regional 
government in Indonesia and the College. Dr Nicola 
Marples and Dr David Kelly have been investigating 
the birdlife of the Wakatobi islands since 1999. They 
have made several interesting discoveries in the 
biodiversity hotspot, which will ultimately lead to the 
description of new bird species. However, access to 
biological material for academic studies is particularly 
difficult in Indonesia. The signing of the MoU should 
open the door for a number of collaborative projects 
with Indonesian universities as well as the description 
of several new bird populations in the Wakatobi 
Regency. 

 

Above: The original ‘Class of 72’.  Staff and students of Zoology on the steps of 
the building.  Janet Bell (as she then was) is second from left, front row, holding 
the gibbon.  How many more can you identify?  What about that pair of youthful 
technicians (with a lot more hair), not to mention Frank Jeal, hiding towards the 
back. 
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The annual postgraduate symposia, held over two 
days in March, continue to go from strength to 
strength and, now in their sixth year, have become a 
high point of the annual Zoology calendar.  Begun in 
2005, at the instigation of Mark Brown, the symposia 
are organised by a committee of the graduate 
students themselves, with Mark, and more recently 
Andrew Jackson, providing some support and advice 
when necessary.  The established format sees two 
invited guests give keynote talks on their own 
research, before judging the student presentations, 
offering advice and criticism and selecting the best in 
two categories – first year and advanced – for 
awards. 
 
The keynote speakers/judges in 2008 were  Dr Tom 
Kelly (UCC) and Dr Martin Robinson (GMIT), who 
stepped in at short-notice when another judge was 
forced to withdraw.  Martin, who has since moved 
from Galway to the Shetlands where he is now the 
Head of Marine Science and Technology at the North 
Atlantic Fisheries College, will be remembered by 
many graduates as a  familiar face from Zoology in 
the 1990/2000s – having been a graduate student of 
Oliver Tully, before becoming a PI and research 
supervisor in his own right – (he even married one of 
his former research students – Mary Hayes (1999) – 
after they moved to Galway).  The award winners 
were Jenny Whilde (first year) for her talk on 

‘Changing social groups in zoo populations’ and 
Gwen Porst for her talk on ‘Dynamics and ecology of 
aquatic invertebrate communities in Irish turloughs’. 
 
2009 saw keynote speakers coming from the UK (Dr 
Jonathan Grey of Queen Mary, London) and 
Germany (Prof. Dr Bernd Sures of the Institute of 
Biology, Duisburg/Essen), and the awards went to 
Mafalda Viana (first year) for ‘A Bayesian approach 
to understanding patterns and processes of fisheries 
discards’ and Sile Molloy for ‘The epidemiology of 
Cryptosporidium species in children in Nigerian 
villages: temporal variability, molecular species 
identification and the identification of risk factors for 
infection.’ 
 
The pattern of inviting English and German guests 
was repeated this year, with Dr Sam Brown from the 
Zoology Department at Oxford and Prof. Dr Jens 
Krause from the Humboldt University of Berlin filling 
the roles. Once again the standards of presentation 
were excellent and Luke McNally (first year) on ‘The 
coevolution of cooperation and intelligence’ and Piotr 
Hajduk on ‘Genetic basis and morphological analysis 
of foregut malformation in an adriamycin mouse 
model’ were worthy winners.  Our congratulations to 
all who took part and our thanks to the organisers 
and, in particular, all the keynote speakers/judges for 
giving of their time. 

 

 
 

Dr Mark Brown has left the Department to take up a 
position as Senior Lecturer in the School of Biological 

Sciences, Royal Holloway University of London. Mark 
joined the Zoology Department in 2002. He was an 
inspirational and highly gifted researcher and 
teacher. In addition, he was a generous and co-
operative colleague at departmental, school and 
college level.  Most importantly, he influenced us all 
to strive to do better by his example of ability, 
commitment and professionalism. During his time at 
Trinity, he was awarded fellowship, accelerated 
promotion and Senior Lectureship in recognition of 
his considerable achievements. Mark loved his time 
at Trinity and was very sad to leave us. However, 
since his departure, we are happy to report that 
Charles and himself are now married and we wish 
them both continued happiness and success. We 
miss him very much. 

THE POSTGRADUATE SYMPOSIA   
2008-2010 

2008-2010 

GOOD LUCK, MARK, AND THANKS FOR EVERYTHING. 

7 



 
 
 

 

 
Since publication of the last issue of Auktalk in 2007, no fewer than 20 of our research students have graduated 
with PhDs and MScs. A glance at the list below gives some idea of the diversity of interests of the main research 
groups within Zoology.  Many of these recent graduates, with whom we hope to keep in touch over the years, have 
gone on to work or continue their studies in Ireland, the UK, Germany, Spain, Sweden and as far afield as 
Australia.  We wish them all the very best in their future careers. 

 

 
Pictured (right) at the most recent commencements in July 2010 were seven of these graduates (a Zoology record for new PhDs at the one 
time), from left to right: Lynsey Stuart (2003), Elaine McGoff, Michael Kelly, Barry Brogan (2003), Karen Roddy, Christina Dold and Fionnuala 
McBreen. 
 
 

RECENT GRADUATES 
 

Grainne Coleman (Cleary): The diet of the Eurasian badger (Meles meles) in the Republic of Ireland. (Nicola Marples) 
Antonio Hevas-Abad: Assessment of scallop Pecten maximus stocks in the Irish and Celtic Seas. (Martin Robinson) 
Chris Johnson (1986): Granivorous passerines across an agricultural gradient in winter: from habitat use to community 

structure. (John Rochford) 
Paddy Kirwan (2003): The relationship between Ascaris lumbricoides and Malaria in children aged 1-4 years. (Celia Holland) 
Ruth Little: Spatial and temporal variability in the littoral macroinvertebrate communities of selected Irish lakes. (Ken Irvine) 
Lughaidh Ó Néill (Env.Science 2004): Applying quantitative methods to conservation planning. Population dynamics of the 

Eurasian otter in Ireland. (John Rochford) 
Emma Siddall (2004): The influence of multimodal warning displays on avian avoidance behaviour. (Nicola Marples) 
Elaine McGoff: Invertebrate-habitat assocIiations in the littoral and riparian ecotone of Lough Carra. (Ken Irvine) 
Gwendolin Porst: The effects of season, habitat, hydroperiod and water chemistry on the distribution of turlough aquatic 

invertebrate communities. (Ken Irvine) 
Barry Brogan (2003): Maintaining behavioural diversity in zoo bird populations using environmental enrichment. (Nicola 

Marples) 
Caitríona Cunningham: Impact of landscape composition on pollinator diversity and pollination services. (Mark Brown) 
Christina Dold: Exploiting a mouse model to identify the mechanistic basis of resistance/susceptibility to a major 

gastrointestinal (GI) nematode infection of man and livestock. (Celia Holland) 
Jorge Garcia Molinas: Defining disturbance in time: The ecological implications of varying temporal patterns of 

disturbances. (Ian Donohue) 
Fionnuala McBreen (Env.Science 2004): Benthic habitat mapping in the Southern Irish Sea. (Jim Wilson) 
Síle Molloy: The epidemiology of Crytosporidium species in a Nigerian paediatric population. (Celia Holland) 
Bláithín Ní Áinín: Lake littoral macroinvertebrate biomass and community structure across alkalinity and nutrient  gradients. 

(Ken Irvine) 
Karen Roddy: Mechanoregulation of joint morphogenesis; Investigating the role of muscle induced mechanical forces in the 

regulation of differentiation and growth in the avian knee joint. (Paula Murphy) 
Lynsey Stuart (2003): Reproductive seasonality of the male and female Eurasian 
badger, Meles meles. (Nicola Marples)  

THE SCARLET AND GOLD…… 
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On a recent visit to Zoology,  
Dr Peter Gatenby, whose 

father, James Brontë Gatenby,  
was the Professor of Zoology 

and Comparative Anatomy from 
1921 to 1959, was shown some 

old photographs taken in the 
department during his father’s 

time there, including the one 
above.  Here is what he had to 

say about it:
 
 
I would have been only about 11 at that time that the 
photograph was taken, but I remember many of the 
individuals in it, as they were often invited home and 
the members of the department became friends of 
our family.  The picture shows the senior staff and 
postgraduate students.  Comparing this with the 1934 
picture in the Department, I would date it about 1931.   
 
My mother, who was no way scientific, but had been 
brought in for the occasion, is sitting on the left of the 
picture, wearing a hat.  On her left is Miss Norminton, 
and on the extreme right is Miss Ackroyd.  The other 
ladies include Joyce Hill and Miss Haughton, but I am 
unable to identify them with certainty.  In the white 
coat is Douglas (Dougie) Glen, legendary lab 
technician for many years; to his left is Mulyil, a 
postgraduate from India, and to his left,  with the dark  
 

tie, is David Webb, later a distinguished TCD 
Professor of Botany and College historian.  Between 
him and my father (James Brontë Gatenby) is H. W. 
Beams, visiting Professor of Zoology from Iowa, who 
developed the ultra-centrifuge in cell studies.  To the 
left of my Father is Ruth Patton, an active assistant, 
who later married E.S. Duthie, who had been in the 
Department and became distinguished in cellular 
metabolism.  On Ruth Patton’s left is T. J. Mac 
Dougald, who later parted from cytology and became 
an opthalmologist.  In the left of the back row, second 
from the end, is G.F. (Frank) Mitchell, later prominent 
in Quaternary studies and who became the 
outstanding Registrar of the College during the 
Second World War and in subsequent years; to his 
left is Boyle, exceptionally not from an Anglo-Irish 
background as was usual in those days but a very 
popular assistant to my father.  
 

 
 
REFURBISHMENT PROGRAMME 
CONTINUES 
Recent visitors to the Department will have noticed 
the structural changes to the building over the last 
few years. Refurbishment continued last summer 
when the aptly named 'Auk Room' received a 'make-
over'. The Auk Room, adjacent to the museum is 
used for undergraduate teaching, seminars, meetings 
etc. Improvements to the room include the installation 
of new seating, air conditioning and decoration. The 
room also contains a variety of museum specimens, 
including the whale skeleton (suspended from the 
ceiling) as well as photographs of previous Heads of 
Department and academic staff. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

FACES FROM THE PAST  from the Zoology archives 
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Graduates from the late 1970s/early 1980s may 
recall early summer expeditions to the playing fields 
of Trinity Hall (now long covered by bricks and 
mortar) for the annual staff versus students football 
match for the much covated ‘Silver Can Award’.  First 
contested in 1975 (the only time the students actually 
won it!), the fixture ran until the mid 1980s, when a 
combination of factors (not least the fact that the staff 
were getting older, somewhat decrepit and in serious 
danger of seeing their winning record, not to mention 
other things, broken) led to its quiet demise, and the 
famous ‘Zoo Department Allstars’ hanging up their 
boots.  And so the trophy was consigned to the back 
of a press. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

But not forgotten… In the past, Zoo Soc had 
furnished the members of the student team (while the 
‘staff’ were dependent on graduate students - and the 
occassional ‘extra-departmental ringer’ - to make up 
numbers), so when, early in the 2009/10 season, 
Frank Jeal proposed a revival of the fixture to 
members of Zoo Soc, they jumped at the suggestion.  
 
This time around the format was somewhat different 
from the original all male(?), eleven-a-side affair of 
old – a mixed, five-a-side, non-stop, indoor game in 
the new Sport’s Centre.  Battle was joined on 26th  
March and despite the best efforts of the students 
(well, there’s only so much you can risk doing to staff 
members that close to the final exams) the staff (and 
post-grad) team managed to run out narrow winners 
in a high scoring game, thanks, in a large part to 
captain, Andrew Jackson (there were family bragging 
rights at stake, after all), goalie, Colby Tanner and 
‘man’ of the match, Celine Bourdon.  The students 
were gracious in their defeat, although some 
questioned the morality of the staff fielding a former 
International player in a ‘friendly’*.  
 

 

Staff captain, Andrew Jackson, receiving the trophy from Frank 
Jeal at a post-match reception in the ‘New’ Lincoln’s Inn. 
 
Many thanks to all of the final years, and especially 
Laura Williams and Andrew Power, for organising the 
event (and to Frank for suggesting it).  Hopefully, 
after a quarter of a century in the wilderness, the 
‘Silver Can’ tournament will once again become a 
fixture in the Zoology calendar.  Now, are there any 
other lost traditions that need to be revived? 
 
 

 
Players and supporters of the losing team put on a brave face at 
the post-match reception, while below, members of the winning 
team are magnanimous in victory. 

 
 

 (*Who said anything about it being a friendly? Eds.) 

 

‘ALLSTARS’ RISE AGAIN 

‘The Silver Can Award’ 
(yes, it’s an old bean  
can and two 6” nails)  
– first played for in the 
1974-75 season, when the 
student won, 4-3. 
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WANTED 
 
We are constantly trying to build up the archives, so if 
you have any photographs of field trips, graduations, 
parties, sporting or social events or other ‘Zoology’ 
activities, we would be very grateful if you would share 
them with us. 



 
 
 

 

Donal Manahan (1976) 
In early summer 2010 dropped in to Zoology, during 
a brief visit back to Ireland, to catch up with his old 
friend Frank Jeal.  Donal is professor of biological 
sciences at The University of Southern California 
(USC) in Los Angeles, working on environmental 
physiology and adaptation of marine invertebrates 
and their developmental biology in different 
environments (temperate, polar, tropical and deep-
sea). His research experiences in the field include 
being the Chief Scientist for over 20 scientific 
expeditions in the Antarctic and in the Pacific Ocean 
(hydrothermal vents). 
 

While at USC, Donal has 
held various administrative 
positions, including: Director 
of Marine Environmental 
Biology; Chair of the 
Department of Biological 
Sciences; and Dean of 
Research in the USC College 
of Letters, Arts and Sciences. 

Nationally, he served as Chair of the US National 
Academies Polar Research Board and on the 
National Science Foundation Decadal Group-
Planning Committee for Ocean Sciences (2000). He 
also served on NSF Federal Advisory Committees to 
the Director (NSF's Office of Polar Programs).  As 
already reported in Auktalk, in 2000, "Manahan 
Peak" in Antarctica was named in honor of his 
contributions to research and education on that 
continent. In 2001, he was appointed a lifetime 
"National Associate" of the US National Academies in 
recognition of his service to the nation in matters of 
science. 

Olive Heffernan (1999) 
Olive has been appointed as Chief Editor of Nature 
Climate Change.  Following her degree, and a PhD in 
marine ecology from UCD, Olive moved to the UK to 
join the Centre for Environment, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Science, where she continued working 
on the ecology and sustainable management of 
Northeast Atlantic cod stocks until her long-standing 
interest in the broader issues surrounding science 
made her jump ship from research to science 
communication.  
 
In 2005, Olive became 
editor of The Marine 
Scientist magazine and in 
2007, she joined Nature 
Publishing Group. Nature 
Climate Change, launching 
in April 2011,  aims to 
establish itself as the No.1 
research journal on climate 
change and its wider implications for society. Nature 
Climate Change will publish climate impacts 
research, and also be the leading academic forum for 
discussing how society can deal with climate 
impacts. As such, it will be the first Nature branded 
journal to publish primary research from social 
scientists, marking an exciting new venture for NPG. 
 
Nature Climate Change will lead the dialogue on 
climate science and policy, taking forward the 
features, opinions, analysis and reviews that Nature 
Reports Climate Change has become known for over 
the past three years. Olive will also continue her role 
as Editor of Nature's Climate Feedback blog. 

 

NEW STAFF 
Colby Tanner 
I just finished my PhD in Biology at the University of 
Utah in the U.S.  There I studied context-dependent 
behavior between competing ant species (e.g., the 
link between individual foraging behavior and 
community structure, the role experience plays in 
aggressive interactions, and group organization 
patterns emerging from individual behaviors).  I’m 
here on an IRCSET research fellowship as a post-
doc to work with Andrew Jackson.  Together, we’ll be 
using a combination of modeling techniques and 
empirical experiments to investigate such topics as 
co-evolutionary patterns between competitors, 
underlying ecological factors of aggressive behavior, 
and how social organisms reconcile differences 
between individual and group interests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(That’s me on the right, without the eyepatch) 

 
 
Michelle Giltrap 
I am from the sunny south east however have spent 
the last few years in the wet west of Ireland at the 
Marine Institute in Galway where I completed my 
PhD thesis entitled “An Integrated Approach to the 
Toxicity Evaluation of Irish Marine Sediment-
Chemical Assessment”.  I recently started a post 
doctoral position in the Zoology Department through 
Seachange funding and am currently co-ordinating a 
project which investigates the correlation of biological 
effects and chemical measurements in Irish marine 
waters with Professor Jim Wilson. 
 

 
(I am the one on the left – without the beard!)

NEWS OF ALUMNI 
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The Department found itself in the media, if not 
always in the spotlight, quite a few times in the recent 
past.  
 
On the positive side, there was a good deal of 
interest in the research side. Paula Murphy and her 
group were the focus of an article in the Irish Medical 
Times (17/10/08) on embryonic development, and in 
particular her collaboration with Our Lady’s Children’s 
Hospital in Crumlin and University College Dublin on 
the emergence of the lungs and the gut from the 
common precursor, the foregut. Congenital 
malformations of the foregut are common, and using 
the mouse embryo as their model, the Irish study 
focused on the role of two genes, sonic hedgehog 
and FoxF1, that are vitally important for guiding the 
morphogenesis of the lungs and the gut. With the 
help of the new technique of optical projection 
tomography (OPT), they were able to create three-
dimensional (3-D) videos that show where the two 
genes are expressed in the developing embryo. 
 

Ken Irvine’s, scientific knowledge was also called 
upon by the media in 2008. He appeared on The Last 
Drop, one of the RTE series Future Shock 
programmes made by Great Western Films, to talk 
about water resources and the problems associated 
with them in the light of future demands and 
pressures such as climate change. 
 
Nor was the popular media neglected, with Nicola 
Marples appearing in March on the Newstalk 106 
Orla Barry Show talking about animal emotions – a 
topical subject for the Spring and close on the heels 
of course of St. Valentine’s day. 
 

 

The Department’s stall for Open Day (for the 
Schools) in December also attracted a lot of attention 
on the Day, due obviously to the popularity of 
Zoology, but also to the biodiversity of animals on live 
display. The Irish Times photograph of the event 
showed a visitor with a giant toad, which along with 
horned frogs, a Burmese python and a tarantula were 
the stars of the show. Special thanks to Eddie 
O’Brien and Yvonne McCann (nice to see one of our 
graduates back again!) from Dublin Zoo, and to Colm 
Ennis and Peter Wilson for organizing these 
attractions, and to Alison Boyce and the other 
volunteers who manned the stall on the day. 
 
On the negative side, Nicola Marples was thrust into 
the limelight as Chairman of the College 
Bioresources Ethics Committee for an official 
response to a series of letters (in the Irish Times and 
others) on the use of animals in experiments, and 
was interviewed for RTE Six-One News about these 
issues. While the correspondence rumbled on in the 
press for a time thereafter, the interview was 
apparently most satisfactory as they haven’t been 
back since. 
 

Finally, congratulations also to Paddy Kirwan and his 
team who raised an amazing €3600 from their book 
sale (thanks to those who popped in and bought 
books or gave donations). This money will go 
towards mosquito nets as well as the monthly health 
clinics as part of their Child Health project (see 
website www.childhealthproject.com). 
 
 

Some Recent Publicity 
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Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Systems, 19: 365-369. 
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Kirwan, P., Asaolu, S.O., Molloy, S.F., Abiona, T.C., Jackson, A.L. and Holland, C.V. (2009) Patterns of soil-transmitted 
helminth infection and impact of four-monthly albendazole treatments in preschool children from semi-urban communities in Nigeria: a 
double-blind placebo-controlled randomised trial.  BMC Infectious Disease, 9(20): 

Kirwan, P., Asaolu, S.O., Molloy, S.F., Abiona, T.C., Jackson, A.L. and Holland, C.V. (2009) Soil-transmitted helminth 
infections in Nigerian children aged 0-25 months.  Journal of Helminthology, 83: 261-266. 

Leira, M., Dalton, C., Chen, G., Irvine, K. and Taylor, D. (2009) Patterns in freshwater diatom taxonomic distinctness along an 
eutrophication gradient. Freshwater Biology, 54: 1-14. 

McCarthy, V. and Irvine, K. (2010) A test of stoichiometry across six Irish lakes of low-moderate nutrient status and contrasting 
hardness.  Journal of Plankton Research, 32: 29. 

McGoff, E. and Irvine, K. (2009) A Test of the Association between Habitat Quality defined by the Lake Habitat Survey and Ecological 
Quality in lakes.  Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater,  19: 520-533. 

McGoldrick, M. and Rochford, J.  (2009)  Recent range expansion by the Grey Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis Gmelin 1788).  Irish 
Naturalists Journal, 30(1): 24-28. 

Molloy, S., Smith, H., Kirwan, P., Nichols, R., Asaolu, S.O., Connelly, L. and Holland, C.V. (2010) Identification of a 
high diversity of Cryptosporidium species, genotypes and subtypes in a Nigerian Pediatric Population. American Journal of Tropical 
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Moss, B., Hering, D., Green, A.J., Aidoud, A., Becares, E., Beklioglu, M., Bennion, H., Boix, D., Brucet, S., 
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Nowlan, N.C., Sharpe, J., Prendergast, P.J. and Murphy, P. (in press) Mechanobiology of Embryonic Skeletal Development: 
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Ó Néill, L., Veldhuizen, T., de Jongh, A. and Rochford, J.  (2009)  Ranging behaviour and socio-biology of Eurasian otters 
(Lutra lutra) on lowland mesotrophic river systems.  European Journal of Wildlife Research, 55(4): 363-370. 

Parnell, A.C., Inger R., Bearhop, S. and Jackson, A.L. (2010) Source partioning using stable isotopes: coping with too much 
variation. PLoS ONE, 5(3), e9672 

Peeters, E.T.H.M., Franken, R.J.M., Jeppesen, E., Moss, B., Bécares, E.,  Hansson, L-A., Romo, S., Kairesalo, T., 
Gross, E.M.,  van Donk, E., Nõges, T., Irvine, K., Kornijów, R. and Scheffer, M. (2009) Assessing ecological quality of 
shallow lakes: Does knowledge of transparency suffice?  Basic and Applied Ecology 10: 89-96. 

 
 

and some Recent Publications 
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The reopening of the Zoology Museum in October 2008 
saw the return to the Department of many former staff 
and students, including a number of classmates from the 
1978/79 final year, prompting the unearthing of the 
photograph (below) taken around the time of the final 
exams.  (It was suggested, from the fact that Kevin 
Bradley is clearly wearing a three-piece suit, that it might 
have been the day of the vivas – but then again, Kevin 
always was a snappy dresser – eds.).  We would very 
much like to know what all the rest of the class have 
been up to over the past 30 years, so why not drop us a 
line and let us know.  Also, if readers from any other 
years have any similar photos, please let us have a copy 
for Auktalk and the Zoology archives. 

 
Members of the ‘Class of 79’ at the opening of the Zoological 
Museum – from the left, Ciarán McManus, Kevin Bradley, John 
Burke and Bernadette (Bernie) O’Dwyer. 
 
 
 

 
Front row (left to right): Billy Crowe, Neil Stronach, Mark Kilroy, Brendan Kavanagh, Seán (Ralph) McKeown.  Second row: Des Murphy, Kevin 
Bradley, Fergus Gibney, Stuart McKee, Gay Sheridan.  Third row: Pedro O'Connor, Michael (Mick) FitzGerald, John Burke, Bernadette (Bernie) 
O'Dwyer, Fran Bonham, Barbara Magennis, Barbara (Mai) Hanlon.  Back row (standing): Ann Augusta (Attendant), Martyn Linnie (Technician), 

Collette O’Byrne (Secretary), Ciarán McManus 

1978/79 
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THIRTY YEARS ON……                      THE CLASS OF 79 



 
 
ECSA45 
 

The Estuarine & Coastal Sciences Association 
(ECSA), the premier international organization 
dedicated to the study of all aspects of estuarine and 
coastal marine science and the application of science 
for conservation and environmental management, 
held its autumn 2009 symposium in the Zoology 
Department.  Organised by Jim Wilson, Michelle 
Giltrap and the marine graduate students, the theme 
of the symposium was “Estuarine Goods and 
Services”. 
 

 
 

At a reception in the museum, following the 
symposium, ECSA Chairman, Reg Uncles (Plymouth 
Marine Laboratory) presented awards for best 
student presentation to Ines Cardoso of the Centro 
de Oceanografia, Lisbon (above) and best student 
poster to Sylvia Hardenberg of TCD (opposite). 
 

 

 

 
 
 

ICES Working Group Meeting  
 

The International Council for the Exploration of the 
Sea (ICES) coordinates and promotes marine 
research on oceanography, the marine 
environment, the marine ecosystem, and on living 
marine resources in the North Atlantic.  Currently 
ICES run approximately 100 working and study 
groups considering all aspects of marine research. 
 
The last meeting of the Working Group on 
Biological Effects of Contaminants (WGBEC) was 
held in the Zoology department at TCD from 11th-
15th January 2010. Hosting this expert group 
meeting has stimulated the development of links 
and future bio-effects monitoring in Ireland 
collaborations between the Zoology Department, 
Trinity College Dublin, and prestigious international 
institutes, which is important for the momentum of 
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AWARDS 
Suzanne Miller graduated with a degree in Zoology 
from Trinity College Dublin in 2003.  In 2008, she 
completed her doctorate in the Department of 
Genetics, under the supervision of Dr. Kevin Mitchell.  
To date, her research has mainly centred on the role 
of a novel gene, Plxdc2, in the developing nervous 
system of the chick and mouse.  Throughout her 
PhD, Suzanne retained strong collaboratively links 
with Paula Murphy in the Department of Zoology and 
in November 2008, began a post as a joint 
postdoctoral research fellow between Genetics and 
Zoology.  Suzanne is currently a committee member 
of the Trinity Research Staff Association (TRSA). 
 
Dr Christina Dold (opposite) has received an award 
for the outstanding oral presentation at the 85th 
Annual American Society of Parasitologists in 
Colarado. Christina's talk entitled "The innate hepatic 
response to Ascaris suum infection in the mouse 
model" was based upon aspects of her PhD work in 
collaboration with Professor Cliona O'Farrelly of the 
School of Biochemistry and Immunology, TCD and 
Dr Joseph Cassidy, Veterinary Sciences Centre, 

UCD  and under the supervision of Professor Celia 
Holland, Department of Zoology, School of Natural 
Sciences. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Ciaran Byrne (second from right) with Minister Conor Lenihan and 
colleagues from the then Central Fisheries Board. at the launch of 
a Life+ project to control aquatic invasive species 
 
 

 
Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) was formed on July 1, 
2010 following the amalgamation of the Central 
Fisheries Board and the seven former Regional 
Fisheries Boards into a single agency. IFI is 
responsible for the protection, management and 
conservation of the inland fisheries resource across 
the country. Ireland has over 70,000 kilometres of 
rivers and streams and 144,000 hectares of lakes all 
of which fall under the jurisdiction of IFI. The agency 
is also responsible for sea angling in Ireland. Our 
congratulationa and best wishes to Dr Ciaran Byrne 
(1996, PhD 2001) on his appointment as first CEO of 
this important new agency. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Keep track of what’s going on in Zoology by checking our website at http://www.tcd.ie/Zoology/. Send any news or 
views to Jim (jwilson@tcd.ie) or Fiona (fimolony@tcd.ie) and remember to drop in whenever you’re around. 
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