
 

 

ANOTHER YEAR OVER ...... 
 
 

Some of the 2006-07 Senior Sophister Zoology Class return to 
 the steps of the Department one last time, following their graduation 

 in November (above), while (left) in the less formal setting of the 
 traditional post-exams barbeque on the departmental patio, 

 the students present Jim Wilson with a photograph of a cheetah  
taken on a class trip to Fota Wildlife Park.  The photo, signed by 
 the entire class now hangs in the new departmental ‘tea room’. . 
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TCD postgraduate student Niamh Nowlan has been 
awarded The 2007 Engineers Ireland Biomedical 
Research Medal.  This award is made annually by 
Engineers Ireland to a final year PhD student who 
has been judged by a select committee to be making 
a significant contribution to the field of biomedical 
engineering research.  
 

Four finalists were selected on the basis of a 
research paper which was submitted to the Division 
of Biomedical Engineering of Engineer’s Ireland in 
March, and Niamh was selected as the winner 
following oral presentations of the work at an event 
in the Royal College of Surgeons on Tuesday last, 
May 22nd.  
 

Niamh’s presentation; “Mechanics in embryonic 
bone development” described her interdisciplinary 
research integrating engineering and developmental 
biology which is co-supervised by Professor Patrick 
Prendergast, Director of the TCD Centre for 
Bioengineering, and Dr Paula Murphy, Zoology.  
 

 
Niamh, with her co-supervisors, Paddy Prendergast and Paula 
Murphy, outside the Royal College of Surgeons in May. 
 
Professor Don P. Giddens, Dean of the College of 
Engineering in Georgia Institute of Technology 
presented this year's Medal and Honorarium to 
Niamh 
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EDITORIAL 
 
Unlike last year when AukTalk was celebrating the 
130th anniversary of the Zoology building, there are 
no special Departmental anniversaries this year, but 
that doesn’t mean there haven’t been a number of 
notable advances and milestones both for the 
building and for the people working in it. Most of 
these are set out in detail later in this issue.  
 
Those of you who have been into the Department 
recently will see that the refurbishment of the 
entrance hall has continued, with the hanging of an 
enlarged picture of the patron scientist of evolution 
(Charles Darwin) and the placing of an elephant skull 
in the fireplace place to remind you all of the Paper V 
spot tests. The work in the Museum has continued, 
and you’ll see from the article later in this issue that 
we are nearly at the final stages. The one fly in the 
ointment (if you’ll excuse the pun) of our 
refurbishment is that perhaps we weren’t sufficiently 
ambitious, and we are getting extremely short of 
space. With so many new students and staff, rooms 
and space are at a premium, and we are having to do 
some shuffling round, so please excuse any 
confusion if you can’t find who you’re looking for! 
 

 
 
Mark Brown (FTCD) leading a Junior Sophister Terrestrial Ecology 
Field Course in the Killarney National Park.  
 
Following hard on the heels of Ken Irvine and Nicola 
Marples, Mark Brown was elected a fellow of the 
College in May, so our congratulations to him. 
Congratulations also to Niamh Nowlan on winning 
the 2007 Engineers Ireland Biomedical Research 
Medal (see article later in this isuue) and to Emma 
Siddall for making the final of the College 
‘Scientifically Speaking’ competition. Finally, 
congratulations to Gillian Roddie, who not only 
became Irish ladies weightlifting champion – 
qualifying her for the World Championships -but also 
set new national records in the process. 
 
Two new Zoology lecturers have taken up their posts 
(Andrew Jackson and Michael Wride) and in addition, 
Carlos Rocha has been appointed as the SFI Marine 
Environment Lecturer in the School (see later this 
issue for potted biographies).  
 
 

 
 
 
As a counter to the arrival of the new staff, the 
Department bade goodbye to Una Fitzpartick and 
Eugenie Regan, who both took up new posts with the 
recently-established National Biodiversity Data 
Centre in Waterford. Also gone, though not very far, 
is Gillian Roddie, as Research Project Officer in the 
Research and Innovations Office (College), and, 
continuing the research theme, Ciaran Byrne has just 
been appointed Director of Research in the Central 
Fisheries Board. 
 
An unusual visitor to the Department last November 
was a little auk (Alle alle L.), brought in to us from 
College Park in a cardboard box as a juvenile 
magpie. And before we laugh too much at such 
ignorance, it should be pointed out that it was 
brought to us three times before it was properly 
recognised! Little auks are an Arctic species, moving 
into the northern Atlantic in winter, although storms 
may occasionally bring them into the North Sea. 
Presumably this specimen, which seemed in 
reasonably good condition and not undernourished, 
had been similarly blown off its usual course. 
Ignoring suggestions that it should join its larger 
relative in the Museum upstairs, the bird was handed 
on to Birdwatch Ireland who returned it to sea the 
following day*.  
 

 
 

A little auk (a.k.a. ‘juvenile magpie’ – note the lack of a distinctive 
long tail, the webbed feet were another clue) like the one that 

persistently tried to get into the Zoology Museum in November.  
Although usually something of a rarity this far South (several of the 

College’s more fanatical birders were very annoyed that it was 
sent on its way before they got to see it), the winter of 2007 has 
been exceptional, with tens of thousands recorded in the North 

Sea throughout November and December. 
* Our bird was released into Dun Laoghaire harbour on  
13th November, where, alas, it was promptly eaten by a 

 great black-backed gull. 
   
Finally, my own words of thanks to all those who 
contributed news, text and/or pictures, with special 
thanks to John Rochford for layout and printing. 
Looking forward to hearing from the rest of you very 
soon! 

Jim Wilson  
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Lifting heavy things for fun was never something that 
I aspired to, but somehow it's a path that life has led 
me down. In 2007 I became a National Powerlifting 
Champion in March, set a national, European and 
two World strength records and competed at the 
World Championships in November......... and I still 
don't look anything like Arnie Schwarzenegger! 
 

Powerlifting is one of the three mainstream branches 
of ‘weight lifting’, with bodybuilding and Olympic 
lifting completing the trio. When someone mentions 
lifting invariably the image that comes to most 
people’s minds is that of an oiled up, over-tanned 
muscle-bound creature prancing around on a stage 
in some teeny tiny swimming trunks. But that’s 
bodybuilding – a very aesthetically centered sport 
where looks are the ultimate goal. Olympic lifting is 
probably the most televised of all the lifting genres, 
and consists of two lifts: the snatch and the clean and 
jerk. The former involves lifting the barbell over your 
head from the floor in one continuous movement, and 
the latter is a two stage movement where the lifter 
first “cleans” the weight from the floor to rest on the 
front of their chest and then jerks the barbell to an 
overhead position.  
 
Powerlifting though, is a little more simple. Or, as I 
like to put it, back to basics and down to earth. None 
of these fancy dynamic movements, no bicep flexing, 
no worrying about whether your itsy-bitsy trunks have 
disappeared between your bum cheeks as you walk 
around on stage, powerlifting is about pure strength.  
In fact most people who frequent the gym to lift 
probably do the powerlifts as part of their routine: the 
squat, the bench and the deadlift. The squat is 
primarily a leg lift – the lifter steps under the barbell 
(with weight attached) that will be mounted just below 
shoulder height and unracks it so that the bar rests 
on the upper back and shoulders. You then lower 
yourself into a squat position to an acceptable depth 
(akin to sitting on the loo!) and come back up again 
to complete the lift. The bench press sees a lifter 
lying on a bench, they unrack the bar and the lift 
starts when the barbell is lowered to the chest where 
it pauses until a judge signals for you to continue, 
and the bar is raised to ‘lockout’ when the arms are 
straight. And finally there’s the deadlift, the biggest, 
heaviest lift of them all that uses pretty much every 
muscle you have in your body, plus a few extra you 
never even knew existed. The lifter picks the bar off 
the ground, raises it to waist level (again a lockout 
stage where the body must be straight) and lowers it 
under control to the ground again.  
 
In competition a powerlifter is given three attempts at 
each lift, with 3 to 4 judges assessing the validity of 
the lift and who will fail or pass your lift accordingly. 
The best weights (score) from each type of lift (so 
three scores in total) then get added together to form 
a competition total. Right now my best total stands at 
just over 350kg or 55 stone, which isn’t too shabby 
for someone who only started competing 12 months 
ago!  

Much like any other sport, powerlifting can be tough 
going and has its drawbacks. Unlike a team sport 
where you can rely on team-members for support 
and encouragement, powerlifting can be lonely at 
times, and it’s tiring and time-consuming too. There 
have been plenty of Saturday and Sunday mornings 
that I’ve gotten up at the crack of dawn to go training 
or come home early from a night out, sober as a 
judge because I have an event around the corner, 
and during heavy training periods I can be bruised 
and battered and consistently feel as though I’ve 
been run over by a truck (lifting a 100kg + barbell 
numerous times during a training session four or five 
times a week tends to take its toll!).  
 
But in all honesty the pros massively outweigh (no 
pun intended) the cons. Aside from the buzz and 
massive adrenaline rush that competing provides, 
there’s a huge amount of positive-living side effects 
that come as a result of doing the sport that I do. 
Eating a healthy, nutritious balanced diet is vital for 
me to build strength and maintain my energy and all 
that good food means I keep strong hair, nails, teeth 
and clear skin. Plus weight lifting provides a whole 
host of benefits as a discipline in itself – better 
posture, more oomph, better focus, better, deeper 
sleep, I can’t remember the last time I had a cold, 
carrying heavy shopping bags is just a breeze these 
days (!) and all this without looking like the next big 
Mr. Universe contender.  
 
And so as for what comes next, I have the 2008 
National competition at the end of January at which, 
if all goes according to plan, I’ll qualify for this year’s 
European Championships to be held right here in 
Ireland this June. Every competition is a new chance 
to better my lifts and better my totals, but they’re also 
a fantastic chance to meet other lifters from around 
the country and the world, and I don’t think I’ve ever 
met a finer bunch of folk. We might compete in a 
fringe sport, but that doesn’t bother us too much – 
although lifting heavy stuff for fun might not be to 
everyone’s taste, I’m glad I happened to stumble 
across this path and I hope I don’t veer off it for a few 
more years yet!  
 

 
 

MAKING LIGHT WORK OF IT ALL Gillian Roddie (MSc 2007) 
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In the last issue of Auktalk, Paddy Kirwan described 
the setting up of a Child Health Care project at Ile-Ife, 
Nigeria, by Celia Holland’s Parasitology Group in 
collaboration with colleagues from the Obafemi 
Awolowo University.  In this issue, Síle Molloy, who 
joined the team in 2006, describes some of the 
recent developments in the project. 
 
The ‘Child Health Project’ has been up and running in 
Nigeria for over 18 months now and all in all has 
been a great success. It began in May 2007 when 
Patrick Kirwan made his second trip (following a pilot 
study) to Nigeria to begin his PhD project with Prof. 
Celia Holland on the interactions between Malaria 
and worms in 2000 children under the age of five. I 
joined Celia and Paddy on the project four months 
later in September 2007 with my project focusing on 
the epidemiology of Cryptosporidium and risk factors 
for disease in the same group of children. 
 

 
Children apprehensively waiting for their finger prick 
 
We set up clinics in four rural villages to enable us to 
collect samples to determine the parasitic loads of 
the children including parasites such as Ascaris, 
Hookworm, malaria and Cryptosporidium sp. Often 
the children have high parasitic burdens and children 
were treated within the clinic for any such diseases. 

 
Student life – Nigerian style. Paddy pounding yam for dinner. 
 
A total of five trips were made to Nigeria and during 
each trip we attended to over 1500 children at the 
clinics. Each day approximately 100 children were 
examined and so the work load was heavy at times 
as each child went through a process consisting of 
registration, questionnaire administration, an 
educational talk and a visit to the doctor. In addition 
the height and weight of each child was taken along 
with the collection of blood and faecal samples. Life 
and work in Nigeria was quite harrowing at times with 
such a huge work load involving co-ordinating and 
organising over 30 members of staff to work with us 
in the field each day but we were warmly welcomed 
and very well received in the University and within 
the villages (although we did have to do some 
convincing that we hadn’t been sent by the anti-
christ!). It was a tough road but an amazing 
experience to witness just how cheerful, happy and 
friendly these people were in the face of adversity 
and I’m sure we could all learn a lot from their outlook 
on life.  
 
During the last trip, in August 2007, we were 
delighted to give out mosquito nets to each of the 
families that attended the clinics throughout the year. 
It was great to visit their homes and see the nets in 
place with children sleeping underneath them.  

UPDATE:  
Nigerian Child Health Project ......  

Sile Molloy, Parasitology Group 
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One of the children in the study being weighed  mm 
 

This project is far more than for research purposes. It 
provides a valuable service for over 2000 children by 
providing medication and health care to a population 
that would otherwise go without. As mentioned, our 
research in the region finished with the last fieldwork 
clinic taking place in August 2007 but we endeavour 
to keep these clinics going far into the future with 
continuous fundraising efforts. 
 
The money raised not only goes towards the 
purchase of medications and running of these clinics 
but also goes towards the purchase of life saving 
mosquito nets for those families that did not receive a 
net on our last trip. Each year up to 2.7 million people 
die from Malaria and so these nets provide a vital 
resource for these families. As well as purchasing 
over 1000 mosquito nets to date we bought a 
wheelchair for a woman with polio, a special chair for 
a child with cerebral palsy and paid for a vision 
saving eye operation for a small boy. None of the 
money goes towards administration and so we feel 
that this is an extremely worthy cause. Thanks to all 
for their great help and charity to date. We raised an 
amazing €1000 at the tea morning held in college 
before Christmas so a sincere thanks to all those 
who donated. And of course a huge thanks to Prof. 
Celia Holland without whom none of this would ever 
have been possible. 
 
If anyone would like to continue to contribute to this 
worthy cause we have set up a special bank account 
for such donations (Patrick Kirwan and Sile Molloy, 
Bank of Ireland, Sort code: 90-00-17, Account no.: 
80593482) and we would much appreciate your 
continued support. 
 

Museum Developments 
 
Refurbishment of the Zoological Museum is 
continuing steadily. Last summer, displays for most 
of the cabinets were completed and we hope to 
complete the remainder this year. A report on the 
colourful history of the museum (since 1777) is also 
nearing completion. Our plan is to host the official 
opening, in September 2008, together with the 
launch of the report. We are also happy to announce 
the Board appointment of Martyn Linnie as the 
Curator of the Museum, the first official curator since 
Whitley Stokes in 1792. 
 
Many thanks to all our alumni and friends who 
financially supported the museum refurbishment, 
and a reminder that you can still help by contacting 
Martyn via e-mail. (mlinnie@tcd.ie). 

 
 

One of the specimens in the museum is this splendid  
White-tailed Sea Eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla), one of the last 
 to be shot in West Cork in the 1900s, and presented to the  

department around 1995.  After an absence of over 100 years,  
these magnificent animals are now being reintroduced 

 into the Killarney National Park.  
 If anyone knows the details of when and where this specimen  

was taken, please let Martyn Linnie know.  
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Andrew Jackson 
Andrew Jackson 
was born and 
initially raised in 
Dublin before 
moving to 
Waterford where 
he spent his 
informative teen 
years as a day 
pupil in 

Newtown 
School. A keen 

interest in general science and a desire to be a 
virologist – specifically to work on Ebola (the 1995 film 
Outbreak probably having something to do with this) 
brought Andrew to Trinity College Dublin. Along the 
way Andrew saw the light and came to regard Zoology 
as the clear way to foster his broad interests in all 
things biology and graduated from this very 
Department in 2001. During this time he developed a 
particular interest in the use of mathematical and 
computational models to describe the very dogmatic 
processes of evolution and population biology.   
 

He was so enamoured with the Department that he 
negotiated to stay on as a research assistant with Ken 
Irvine for a further year before moving to the 
University of Glasgow to study for his PhD with Prof 
Graeme Ruxton which involved using mathematical 
and computer models to understand the evolution of 
group living in a range of taxa. Glasgow also rekindled 
a love of football in Andrew and introduced him to fine 
whisk[e]ys and ale.  
 

The underlying use of mathematical models in 
ecology facilitated first a sideways move into the 
Medical Research Council UK’s public health unit in 
Glasgow followed by a return to Trinity College 
Dublin, to the School of Engineering for a short post-
doc before coming full circle and taking up his 
lectureship here in Zoology. 
 

His current research is diverse in the fields it touches 
(behavioural ecology, turtles, vultures etc.) but is 
underlined by the use of theoretical models in 
compliment with empirical collaborations to 
understand ecological and evolutionary processes. 
His teaching at both undergraduate and postgraduate 
levels will primarily be focused on bringing the 
students up to speed on the fundamental skills and 
concepts of theoretical ecology – as models become 
more frequently used in all scientific studies it is 
important that our students feel comfortable with at 
least the basic principles. 
 

Andrew married another of our graduates (and one of 
his Zoology classmates), Abaigeal Jackson née 
Hopkins in May 2006. Outside of work Andrew is 
interested in film and computers, with a penchant for 
computer games. 
 

 

 
 

Michael Wride 

Michael was born in the smallest city in England, 
Wells, in Somerset in the South West. He grew up in 
a small village called Wedmore (most famous for the 
Treaty of Wedmore in 878 when the Saxon King, 
Alfred the Great, made peace with Guthrum the 
Dane, thus uniting England for the first time in 
history!). He went to School in Cheddar (yes, as in 
the cheese!).  
 
Growing up in the country and helping his parents 
rear cattle and poultry gave him a hankering to be a 
vet and he was also keen on science. He also did a 
lot of running and, in fact, the first time he came to 
Dublin was to run at UCD in 1985 to represent the 
English Schools in the 400m against the Irish, Welsh 
and Scottish Schools. He received his BSc (Hons) in 
Physiology and Biochemistry with Nutrition from 
Southampton University, UK in 1990. After a year off 
doing any job that would pay (wine waiter, van driver, 
barman, builder’s labourer, peat turf dryer(!)), he 
went off to the University of Alberta in Edmonton, 
Alberta, Canada where he mainly learned how to ski, 
but was also awarded his PhD in Physiology in 1996.  
 

His PhD thesis was on the role of programmed cell 
death signaling in eye lens development. He then did 
a post-doctoral stint at the University of Calgary 
working on embryonic stem cell differentiation.  
 
He returned to the UK to join Cardiff University and 
worked on identifying genes differentially expressed 
in the lens during cataract (lens opacity). He joined 
the School of Optometry and Vision Sciences at 
Cardiff as a lecturer in 2003. As well as lens 
development, ongoing collaboration with colleagues 
in Cardiff also includes work on cornea differentiation 
in order to identify stem cell markers and retinal 
ganglion cell (RGC) differentiation and dendrite 
remodeling. He is married to Fiona (A TCD Genetics 
graduate and PhD now back working there) who he 
met in Calgary. They have two children, Tom (3) and 
Charlotte (2). He says that he is very excited to have 
joined the Zoology Department and looks forward to 
working with his new colleagues here. 
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NEW FACES IN 2007 



 

Carlos Rocha  
Carlos Rocha 
was born in 

Mozambique, 
and moved to 
Portugal with his 
parents in 1980. 
He studied 

Technol- ogical 
Chemistry at the 
University of 
Lisbon from 
1986 to 1991 

and did his PhD fieldwork in the Sado estuary, near 
Lisbon. He was inspired to follow a career 
researching the biogeochemistry of coastal systems 
during an internship at Dr. Michiel Rutgers van der 
Loeff’s environmental geochemistry lab at the Alfred 
Wegener Institute for Polar and Sea Research (AWI), 
Bremerhaven, in 1993. He went on to obtain his PhD 
in Marine Sciences/Chemistry “suma cum laude” in 
May 1997 at the University of Lisbon, by showing that 
both the transfer and reactivity of nitrogen 
compounds in intertidal sediments were enhanced by 

convective overturn of porewater. Research leading 
to the description of the Convective Turnover Pump, 
mechanism whereby porewater is exchanged with 
tidal fronts at intertidal sites, won him two national 
science prizes (1999 & 2000) and a prestigious 
nomination for the American Society of Limnology 
and Oceanography Lindemann Award in 2001. 
Carlos took a position as invited lecturer at the 
University of Algarve, from 2001 to 2006 teaching a 
variety of subjects within the Environmental and 
Marine Sciences. In October 2007, Carlos was 
appointed Lecturer in Environmental Change at 
Trinity College Dublin. 
 
His research deals with fundamental problems of 
marine biogeochemistry that cut across traditional 
boundaries in the environmental sciences, e.g.: 
between geochemistry, marine and microbial 
ecology, hydrology and the physics of fluids 
underpinning transport phenomena through porous 
media. In his free time, he likes to talk to his students 
on various aspects of general science and its 
acceptance by society (getting through a couple of 
beers) or any other thing that takes their fancy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The body was that of a male Chimpanzee ‘Kongola’ 
which had died in his sleep and been donated by 
Dublin Zoo to the Department several years ago. He 
had come to Dublin Zoo from Chester in 1973 and 
was 31 when he died, a very respectable age for a 
chimpanzee.  He was a big male and had been very 
much in control of the group, sorting out any 
squabbles or rows among the adult females who 
clearly recognised him as the boss and siring six 
offspring. 
 
After some debate, it was decided that this was too 
good a chance to miss and that we should clean and 
mount the skeleton for the Zoology Museum. The 
accompanying photos show that the students, both 
from the Department and those here on the UREKA 
scholarships, took advantage also of the once-in-a-
lifetime chance and entered enthusiastically into the 
long and difficult job of dissecting out the skeleton 
under the supervision of Martyn and Alison. The 
dissection took a couple of days, and the skeleton is 
now in the cleaning tank, where it will stay for some 
months, to thoroughly clean the bones before they 
can be mounted. We hope to be able to bring you a 
picture of the new exhibit in the Museum when it is all 
finished and installed – maybe in the next issue. 

 
 
 

Martyn Linnie and his team of volunteers working on Kongola  
in the new autopsy/wet lab (better known to generations of  

graduates as the ‘Tea Room’)  

Summer 2007 
“In the course of replacing some freezers in the basement, a 
body was discovered.........” 
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NEW RAs 
In addition to the new lecturing staff joining the 
department this year as replacements for the posts 
that had been lying vacant, or filled on a temporary 
basis since the retirement of Frank Jeal and John 
Aldrich (see page 6), we also welcomed several new 
Research Associates in 2007. 
 

Una Fitzpatrick, while leaving the Department in body 
(see Editorial) expressed strong wish to stay with it in 
spirit while she was working in the National 
Biodiversity Data Centre in Waterford. The Director of 
the Centre, Dr Liam Lysaght gave a seminar to the 
Department in November 2007 outlining the 
background to the establishment of the Centre 
(www.nbdc.ie) in 2007 and its plans for the future.  
 

John McMullan graduated from Zoology with a PhD 
in 2007, and is still very much involved with Dr Mark 
Brown and his work with social insects. John has been 
very active for many years in the Fingal North Dublin 
Beekeepers’ Association (www.fingalbeekeepers.net/), 
and has accumulated much experience in the practical 
aspects of insect health, behaviour and maintenance.  
 

Martin Speight has been working with colleagues in 
Zoology, (notably the late Robert Blackith) since the 
1970’s while he was working in the Parks and Wildlife 
Service. Martin’s interests are also entomological, and 
he has been very active with several papers on the 
taxonomy of the Diptera since his retirement from the 
Civil Service. 
 

David Kelly is returning to the Department after a 
Post-Doc in Belfast at QUB. He will be working with 
Nicola Marples on bait uptake for a badger TB vaccine 
trial funded by the Dept. of Agriculture. 
 

The final recent Research Associate really needs no 
introduction, as Frank Jeal is the (second*) longest-
serving member of the Department. His nomination as 
Research Associate however, allows us to keep him 
officially on the books and take advantage of his years 
of experience and knowledge. 

BEFORE................................... AND AFTER 

 
A fresh-faced young Frank Jeal chatting with friends over a pint of 
Guinness in O’Neills, and (left) an even fresher-faced Dr Jeal 
enjoying the hospitality of The Lincolns Inn, shortly after his arrival in 
College. 
 

*Anyone who wishes to speculate on who may be the 
longest-serving member of the Department may 
contact the Editor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS... 
 
......... in 2007 are due to a number of successful grant 
awardees including Mark Brown (SFI), Ian Donohue 
(EPA), Celia Holland (HRB), Ken Irvine (EPA), Paula 
Murphy (Wellcome), and Jim Wilson (EPA, EC 
INTAS). 
 
Congratulations also to: 
Ian and Nessa on the birth of Roisin O’Donohue 
Constanze and Ronnie on the birth of Coeli O’Toole. 
Eugenie and Steven on the birth of Oisin Regan 
Martin and Mary on the birth of Caoilinn Robinson  
and 
Kirsten Summerhurst and John O’Connor on their 
marriage 
 

Meanwhile, celebrating the award of higher degrees 
were Harriet Elson (PhD), Laura Finnegan (PhD),  
Geoff Hamilton (MSc), Valerie McCarthy (PhD), 
John McMullan (PhD), Elizabeth O’Brien (MSc), 
Victoria Peart (PhD), Gillian Roddie (MSc) and 
Mario Ruiz Gonzalez (PhD). 
 
 

POST-GRADUATE 
SYMPOSIUM 2007 
 
The post-graduates once again organised a very 
successful symposium in 2007. The external 
evaluators were Dr Simon Goodman from Leeds and 
Prof. Matthijs Schouten from Wageningen. The two 
evaluators delivered the plenary talks, while in all 19 
students presented their work, and the post-grads 
themselves chaired the sessions and did all the other 
work and organisation required. 
 
Winners of the best presentation awards were 
Lughaidh O’Neill and Fionnuala McBreen, whom the 
judges could not separate and actually contributed 
themselves to an additional award, and Andrew Byrne, 
who won the award for the best presentation by a first-
year postgraduate. The photograph shows Andrew 
Byrne and Lughaidh O’Neill receiving their prizes from 
the judges.  
 

 
 

Congratulations also to the organisers, Christina Dold, 
Andrew Byrne and Emma Dooley for all their hard 
work which certainly paid off. 
 
The 2008 Symposium will be held on the 13th and 
14th of March, and as usual an invitation is extended 
to all interested. 
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