
ZO4041 Tropical Ecology Field Course 2014 
 

Course structure 
 
Module Personnel: 
Dr. Ian Donohue (course coordinator; ian.donohue@tcd.ie) 
Dr. Natalie Cooper 
Dr. Andrew Jackson 
Dr. Jane Stout 
 
Level: 
Senior Sophistor ZO, ES, PS 
 
ECTS Allocation: 
5 credits 
 
Timing: 
Early January 2014 
 
Module website: 
http://www.tcd.ie/Zoology/undergraduate/tropicalfieldcourse.php 
 
Module description:  
The module comprises an ten-day residential field course in East Africa that will run 
during the first two weeks of January (i.e. before the commencement of teaching 
term). The course will focus on the ecology and biodiversity of a range of ecosystems 
and habitats (including tropical montaine forest, aquatic ecosystems [freshwater rivers 
and lakes, wetlands and saline lakes] and grasslands) and the connectivities among 
them. Issues and problems to do with human impacts and the conservation and 
management of these diverse habitats will also comprise an important element of the 
course. 
 
Module learning aims: 
To provide students with a thorough understanding of the principles underpinning the 
ecology of tropical ecosystems. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
By the end of the module, typical students should: 

• demonstrate holistic knowledge of East African geology, landscapes and 
ecosystems and the extent and nature of human interactions within them; 

• understand the principles underpinning the ecology of tropical grasslands, 
forests, freshwaters and alkaline waters and be able to explain these to a 
layperson; 

• be able to evaluate the importance of natural background environmental 
fluctuations compared to those caused by human impact; 

• be able to synthesise and reconcile the conflicting arguments for the future of 
each of the ecosystems visited; 

• be capable of integrating these arguments into sustainable management plans, 
which incorporate indigenous livelihoods; 

• be able to design a group research project, conduct the research and analyse 
and synthesise results 

• be able to make a competent oral presentation, supported by a written 
synthesis, of their research project. 
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Assessment: 
100% continuous assessment, subdivided as follows: 
-‐Fieldtrip	  notebook	  (30%; assessed individually) 
-Seminar presentation of group project (20%; assessed as groups) 
-Written	  report	  of	  group	  project	  (50%; assessed individually) 
 
 
Itinerary and objectives: 
Although the itinerary is yet to be finalised, we will likely be basing ourselves out of 
campsites at three separate locations, namely the Laikipia Plateau (probably 3 nights), 
Nakuru (1 night) and Baringo (5 nights). 
 
In order to maximise the number of places we visit and the overall learning 
experience, days on the trip tend to be quite long, beginning at 06:30 and ending 
sometime around 20:30.   
 
An average day might look something like this: 
0630-0700: Breakfast 
0700: Safety talk, departure to field location 
1300-1330: Lunch (frequently in field) 
1330: Departure to field location or laboratory work 
1700-1800: Return to camp, showers, preparation for 

discussion 
1800-1930: Group discussion and preparations for the 

following day 
1930-2030: Dinner 
2030-…: Evenings are generally free, but may 

sometimes be needed for laboratory work, 
continuing group discussions or project work. 

 
Course costs, management and delivery: 
Course costs are likely to be in or around €1500 per student. This includes a non-
refundable deposit of €150. The deposit should be paid (cash or cheque made out to 
Trinity College No. 1 Account) to Fiona Moloney in the Zoology office on or before 
16:00 on Friday 22 March. In addition, you also need to complete the attached 
passport details form and submit it, together with a photocopy of the photograph page 
of your passport, when paying for your deposit. 
 
Places are limited on the course, so places will be allocated on a first-come, first-
served basis.  
 
Course costs will include all costs associated with travel, accomodation and food, as 
well as staff costs. It is hoped that students will be able to reduce these costs 
somewhat with support from the Trinity Trust. Payment for the course should be 
made in full by Wednesday 2 October 2013. 
 
It will be the responsibility of students to arrange their own visas, medical 
insurance and any health preparations that they may need in advance of 
travelling.  
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Passport details form 
 
 
 
Name:______________________________________ 
 
 
Student number: ______________________________________ 
 
 
Moderatorship: ______________________________________ 
 
 
Passport number: ______________________________________ 
 
 
Country of issue: ______________________________________ 
 
 
Citizenship: ______________________________________ 
 
 
Date of birth: ______________________________________ 
 
 
Passport expiry date: ______________________________________ 
 
 
Family Name (as per passport): ______________________________________ 
 
 
Firstname (as per passport): ______________________________________ 
 
 
Sex: ______________________________________ 
 
 
Country of residence: ______________________________________ 
 
 
 


