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Hilary Term project titles

For your Hilary Term assignment, you are asked to undertake a project on one of the following themes

Topics

1. The future for biofuels and their impact on agricultural markets
2. China as a future source of demand for agricultural commodities
3. Writing the US Farm Bill 2007 – what are the prospects?

4. The Doha Round – what would it take to break the agricultural log-jam?
5. The 2008 CAP ‘health check’ – what should the Commissioner propose?

6. Impact of repeal of the Groceries Order on food prices
7. Do Irish farmers face unfair competition from Brazilian producers because of lower standards?

It is permissible to narrow down the topic in order to keep the length manageable provided this is clearly stated and argued for in the Introduction (see (a) under marking scheme below).

What is the difference between an essay and a project?

For your Michaelmas Term assignment, you wrote an essay. Basically, this requires you to summarise the provided readings based on a course topic and show that you understand them. I want to emphasise more the project nature of the Hilary Term assignment.  The idea is that you investigate a topic relevant to the course themes but take responsibility for finding the relevant literature yourself. Also, a project is more problem-focused, and will often contain more empirical material in the nature of graphs and tables than a normal essay.
How will the project be marked?

Marks will be given for your success in meeting the following objectives:

a) A clear explanation of the motivation for your project and the question you intend to address set out in the Introduction.

b) The understanding you display of the issue and the range of arguments around it. The complexity of the argument you make in address the question you identify in the Introduction.

c) Your skill in presenting and marshalling the facts and putting a structure on the argument you make. Clear section headings and a logical structure to your assignment are important here.

d) The evidence provided of the range of sources and literature reviewed. While much of this will be web-based, the extent to which you have consulted journal articles, or statistical sources, or government reports, or undertaken some primary research (all as appropriate) will be taken into account.

e) General presentation, including correct citation practices.
Late essays will be penalised by being reduced by one grade compared to the grade which would otherwise have been awarded.

Administrative arrangements

Essays and project assignments are due in by the first Monday of Trinity Term, 2 April 2007 at 5 p.m.  Please note that you are required to submit TWO hard copies as one is retained for the external examiner. Your attention is drawn to the rules governing the use and quotation of work by others, and the need to avoid plagiarism particularly in quoting material from the web.
Projects should be around 2,500 words in length +/- 8% (200 words).

Two or more students can undertake a group project, but there must be a least one identifiable section/chapter written by each member of the group, which should be flagged in the Table of Contents. Project length can be extended by 2,000 words for each additional group member. Word length excludes references and bibliography. Please state word length
If anyone is interested in submitting an article to the Student Economic Review, the closing date is usually late February 2007. I am prepared to return comments on projects submitted before that date.
Alan Matthews
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