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What are learning outcomes?  

• Learning outcomes (LOs) are a student-centred statement of what you want your students to 
know, understand or be able to do as a result of a completed process of learning.   

• LOs should provide clarity on a process of learning to the educator and inform its design, delivery, 
and assessment. 

• All LOs should be clear, measurable, and use assessable verbs. 

• Programmatic LOs focus on the knowledge, skills, and competencies students should acquire on 
completion of a whole programme. 

• The Trinity Graduate Attributes represent the qualities, skills and behaviours that Trinity students 
will have the opportunity to develop over their entire university experience. 

• Module-level LOs focus on how students can demonstrate achievement at the end of a module. 

• Module LOs are written at a pass threshold: any student achieving a bare pass should be able to 
do all things stated in the module LOs. 

 

Constructing and framing learning outcomes: 

All LOs should be:  

• written in the future tense. 

• limited in number, typically 4 for a 5 ECTS module. 

• encouraging learners to develop skills and skill competencies, depth of knowledge, and depth of 
understanding.  

• written using ‘assessable’ verbs (active verbs): what exactly do you expect a student to be able to 
do at the end of a module? How can you tell? How does the student demonstrate their learning?  
Avoid using verbs that resist measurement (e.g. understand/appreciate) when writing LOs.   

• written with a level of learning in mind: LOs written with Junior Freshman in mind could involve 
‘explain’, ‘define’, but higher order thinking is possible at every level of learning. LOs for Senior 
Sophister students should be framed around analytic/ creative/evaluative asks! 

• promoting higher order thinking as much as possible. The choice of verb in an LO is a good 
indicator of the level of cognitive complexity of a specific task; taxonomies of learning emphasise 
that learning is an iterative process. See: Fink’s (2003) Taxonomy of Significant Learning or 
Bloom’s taxonomy, perhaps the best known example of the learning taxonomies: 

▪   

Source: https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/blooms-taxonomy/ 

1. ‘On successful completion of this module, students should be able to….’ + LO1, LO2, 

LO3, LO4 

2. In writing learning outcomes, provide clear statements of learning attainment e.g. 

start with an explicit and assessable verb.   
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https://www.tcd.ie/TEP/assets/Docs/TEP%205%20facts%20for%20staff%20about%20the%20graduate%20attributes.pdf
https://www.unl.edu/philosophy/%5BL._Dee_Fink%5D_Creating_Significant_Learning_Experi(BookZZ.org).pdf
https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/blooms-taxonomy/
https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/blooms-taxonomy/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/24/Blooms_rose.svg
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Bloom’s Taxonomy: verbs to stimulate higher order thinking

 

Source: https://www.utica.edu/academic/Assessment/new/Blooms%20Taxonomy%20-%20Best.pdf 

Another Way to Think About LOs: 

Bigg’s (2003) SOLO Taxonomy (structure of observed learning outcomes) describes phases of learning 
as they relate to learner performance:

 

Student 
misses point  

 

 

Define, 
identify, 
name, draw, 
find, label, 
match, follow 
procedure 

 

Describe, list, 
outline, 
complete, 
continue, 
combine, 
calculate 

 

Sequence, 
classify, 
compare/contr
ast, explain 
(cause/effect), 
analyse, form 
an analogy, 
organise, 
distinguish, 
question, 
relate, apply, 
describe

 

Generalise, 
predict, 
evaluate, 
reflect, 
hypothesise, 
theorise, 
create, prove, 
justify, argue, 
compose, 
prioritise, 
design, 
construct, 
perform, 
explain, apply, 
analyse

 

 

  

1.Pre-structural 2. Uni-structural
3.Multi-

structural
4. Relational 5. Extended 

abstract

https://www.utica.edu/academic/Assessment/new/Blooms%20Taxonomy%20-%20Best.pdf
https://www.johnbiggs.com.au/academic/solo-taxonomy/
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Learning outcomes checklist:  

• Do the LOs you have provided reflect what you want students to be able to 
do by the end of a process of learning?  

• Are your LOs pitched at an appropriate level of learning?  

• Are your students engaging in higher order learning? This might see you 
using verbs like identify, critically interpret, explain and use in your 
LOs/assessment of LOs.   

• Remember: learning is an iterative process. Higher-order disciplinary 
thinking is predicated on the acquisition of disciplinary knowledge.  

See: https://www.tcd.ie/CAPSL/assets/pdf/Academic%20Practice%20Resources/Writing%20Learning%20Outcomes.pdf  
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