00 Geraldines 05/09/2016 12:46 Page 3

the geraldines and
medieval ireland
The making of a myth

Peter Crooks & seán duffy
EDITORS

trinity medieval ireland series: 1

FO UR COU RTS PRE SS

00 Geraldines 05/09/2016 12:46 Page 5

Contents

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8
9

list of aBBreviations

7

list of ContriButors

15

PrefaCe

16

gerald of Windsor and the origins of the geraldines
Seán Duffy

21

giraldus and the geraldines
Huw Pryce

53

the geraldines and the conquest of ireland
Colin Veach

69

the early castles of the geraldines
Linzi Simpson

93

geraldine lordship in thirteenth-century ireland
Brendan Smith

157

the dynastic ramiﬁcations of the geraldines
Paul MacCotter

170

rebellion and rehabilitation: the ﬁrst earl of desmond and the
english scene
Robin Frame

194

the ascent and descent of desmond under lancaster and York
Peter Crooks

223

the geraldines and gaelic culture
Katharine Simms

264

10 the geraldines and the culture of the wider world
Aisling Byrne

278

11 the geraldines and the irish: intermarriage, ecclesiastical
patronage, and status
Sparky Booker

292

5

00 Geraldines 05/09/2016 12:46 Page 6

Contents
12 the great earl of kildare (1456–1513) and the creation of the
english Pale
Steven Ellis

325

13 geraldine endgame: reassessing the origins of the desmond
rebellion, 1573–9
David Edwards

341

14 the myth of ‘silken thomas’
Ciaran Brady

379

15 the battle for the geraldines: a contested legacy in
nineteenth-century ireland
Ruairí Cullen

399

index

415
maPs , taBles and aPPendiCes

Maps
4.1 map showing locations of geraldine castles featured in the case
studies
8.2 map of southern ireland, c.1450
12.1 County kildare in the era of the great earl

??
??
??

Tables
1.1 the kinsmen of gerald of Windsor
1.2 descendants of nest in ireland
7.1 desmond and the Berkeleys
7.2 irish earldom families and the kin and household of edward iii
7.3 desmond’s debts at his death, 1356
8.1 the earls of desmond, kildare and ormond in the late middle ages
11.1 some marriage alliances among the geraldine earls of desmond

??
??
??
??
??
??
??

Appendices
3.1. giraldus Cambrensis’s dedication of Expugnatio Hibernica to
king John, c.1210
8.3 illustrative documents concerning the earldom of desmond
in the ﬁfteenth century
9.1 irish poems to geraldine patrons, fourteenth to seventeenth
centuries
11.2–5 irish jurors in the extents of irish monastic possessions, 1540–1

??
??
??
??

