
shared places…… Belfast libraries



Belfast libraries 

Belfast Central Library Shankill Road Library Falls Road Library 



Belfast libraries…tired and unloved! 



Belfast libraries… being transformed



Belfast libraries… being transformed



Belfast Central Library redevelopment



Belfast Central Library 



Original building - 1888



Location

West Belfast 

North Belfast 

City Centre



Original Building



Urban Context and Opportunity



Context Plan



Inspiration

The Rijksmuseum Library, Amsterdam



Inspiration

The Long Room, Trinity College Dublin



approach



Establish relationships to fully integrate the use of the existing building 

approach



approach



Ground Floor Spatial Relationships 



First Floor Spatial Relationships 



Connection from old building 
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Ground to First Floor Relationships



Relationship of performance space to main reading room 



Second Floor Spatial Relationships 



Third Floor Spatial Relationships 



Fourth Floor Spatial Relationships 



Fifth Floor Spatial Relationships 



Sixth Floor Spatial Relationships 



entrance studies



façade studies



façade studies



Architectural Development

façade studies



façade studies



External Sketches

massing studies



photomontage - daytime



photomontage - evening



context view


