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Improve preservation of special 
collections

Enhance facilities for research and 
teaching

Transform ability to engage with the 
public









Exhibitions: Magna Carta Day, December 
2008



Broad Street – as existing



Forming the entrance – South Façade Proposed



Depository:

Move low-use print off-site (but retain 
flexibility and make service smooth)

Build off-site storage big enough to use as 
decant space for New Bodleian

Increase open-shelf access to high-use 
print in central Oxford / more study 
spaces













Reader Access Areas – Reading room 3 – Perspective view













Reader Access Areas - Original Photos of First Floor Catalogue Room and Reading room











 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 







Reader Access Areas - Existing Photo of former Catalogue Room



 

 

 

 

 











Academic Impact 

• Research Collaboration
– Post-Docs: English (British Academy), History (Mellon), 

Modern Langs (European Research Council), 
Chemistry (Leverhulme/Fell)

– Visiting Fellows: x18

• Research visits
– Reading Room use: 69,500 visits since 1 October 2014
– Increase of 36%

• Teaching/Research seminars using collections
– 18,000 visits since 1 October 2014
– Increase of 80%



























Public impact

• First 13 months: 
– 885,000 visitors to public areas

– 210,000 visitors to Marks of Genius exhibition

– In addition to visitors to Old Bodleian 

• New partnerships: Oxford Literary Festival
– 49 events held in Weston

• Caine Prize for African Writing

• ‘The Big Draw’ - National Campaign for Drawing

• (Increased revenue from shop and café).

































































Tho’ a man were admitted into heaven to 
view the wonderful Fabrick of the World, 

and the beauty of the stars, yet what 
would otherwise be rapture and extasie

would be but a melancholic amazement if 
he had not a friend to communicate it to.

Cicero, De Amicitia (1698 English translation)
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