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By the end of today’s session you will:

• Be aware of the benefits and limitations of using Google

• Be able to differentiate between the surface and deep web

• Have developed an awareness of what a quality source looks like

• Gain a knowledge of what the Library can offer you that Google can’t

LEARNING OUTCOMES
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YOUR FRIEND & MINE…



Click to edit Master subtitle style

The Library of Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin

95% OF SEARCHES IN IRELAND…
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OTHER SEARCH ENGINES ARE AVAILABLE…

https://youtu.be/nfHuZ5qrYX4

https://youtu.be/nfHuZ5qrYX4
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WE MISS YOU, ALTAVISTA
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How much of the 
Web are you 

searching when you 
Google something?

GOOGLE… BENEFITS AND LIMITATIONS
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THE DEEP WEB
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ATTRIBUTES OF THE SURFACE & DEEP WEBS

WORLD WIDE WEB

Invisible / Deep WebVisible / Surface Web

Search 
directories

Search 
engines

Examples:
Google

Bing
Yahoo!

Examples:
DMOZ
BOTW

Specialised, searchable 
databases

Free Fee-based

Examples:
Library catalogues

Digital archives
Google Books

Examples:
Databases

Dictionaries
Encyclopaedias

E-books
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My Google 

=/=

Your Google

GOOGLE… BENEFITS AND LIMITATIONS
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Not everything that 
is freely available is 
shown in a Google 

search

GOOGLE… BENEFITS AND LIMITATIONS
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Not everything 
reached via Google  

is free

GOOGLE… BENEFITS AND LIMITATIONS
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Most items that 
*aren’t* free, but may 

be available to you, 
*aren’t* seen by 

Google

GOOGLE… BENEFITS AND LIMITATIONS
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www.tcd.ie/library
We are a vibrant electronic library

– log on with your College username and network password

– access books and journal articles, all paid for by the Library

THE LIBRARY ON THE WEB
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Let’s compare 
results across, 
Google, Google 
Scholar, and 
Stella

WRITE AN ESSAY ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND IRELAND
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GOOGLE
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GOOGLE SCHOLAR
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GOOGLE SCHOLAR
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…much more academic 
information is findable in 
Google Scholar (GS) than 

normal Google, but again, GS 
can’t see everything to which 

you have access

GOOGLE SCHOLAR
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…but this is also true of the 
Library’s Stella Search –

searching for the name of an 
article may not always give a 

direct link, even if we 
subscribe to it

STELLA SEARCH
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STELLA SEARCH
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ELECTRONIC LEGAL DEPOSIT
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Every day 16,841 searches are made in the Library’s catalogue.

Our collections date from 1592.

Netter’s 
Atlas of 
Human 

Anatomy

Rang & Dale’s 
Pharmacology

Berg’s 
Biochemistry

MOST FREQUENTLY BORROWED BOOKS:



The Library provides 
access to 350+ databases 

and 39,509,494 online 
articles (give or take!)
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Not everything is 
online (or not 

online anymore…)

ALWAYS REMEMBER…



Source: metro.co.uk
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UK Web Archive

Internet Archive
– Home of the Wayback Machine

(old versions of over 498 billion (!) webpages)

National Library of Ireland Web Archive

WEB ARCHIVES

http://www.webarchive.org.uk/ukwa/
http://archive.org/index.php
https://archive.org/web/
http://collection.europarchive.org/nli/


While you’re 
here….

Source: Gage Skidmore via 
Wikimedia Commons
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Supervised and well maintained study space including:

– a 24-hour-access study space

– bookable group study rooms

– postgraduate study desks

WHY COME TO THE LIBRARY?
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Subject Librarians

– there is one for each subject

– can help you find, evaluate and cite information

WHY COME TO THE LIBRARY?
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QUESTIONS?



Thank You!
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