
 
 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 

 

Ireland and the Falklands War, 1982 
Centre for Contemporary Irish History  

Witness Seminar 
13th April 2012



Programme 
All sessions will take place in the  

Neill/Hoey Lecture Theatre, Long Room Hub, TCD 
 
10.00  Provost’s welcome 

Opening remarks: Professor Eunan O’Halpin 
 
Session 1 An overview of the conflict (Chair: Professor Ronan Fanning) 
   Ireland and the Falklands question up to 1982  

Dr Michael Kennedy 
Reflections on intelligence failure: the case of the Falklands  
Brian Stewart 
The battle for the Falklands  
Colonel Tom Hodson 

 
11.00  Coffee/tea 
 
11.15  Irish politics and the Falklands war (Chair: Dr Anne Dolan) 
Session 2  The republican movement and the Falklands issue  

Dr Matt Treacy 
The Irish left and the Falklands war 
Dr John Mulqueen 
Too many special relationships: the US response to the outbreak of 
the Falklands war 
Professor Gary Murphy 
Charles Haughey and the Falklands issue 
Dr Martin Mansergh 

 
12.45    Lunch 
 
2.00  Mr Haughey’s ‘dud Exocet’? (Chair: Dr Michael Kennedy) 
Session 3  Irish policy at the UN  

Noel Dorr 
The Irish media and the Falklands war  
Peter Murtagh 
The long-term consequences of Irish policy for Anglo-Irish relations 
Professor Ronan Fanning 

 
3.15  Coffee/tea 
 
3.30  Round Table (Chair: Professor Eunan O’Halpin) 
Session 4  Lord Armstrong 

Jeremy Craig 
Noel Dorr 
Sir David Goodall 
Dr Martin Mansergh  

 
5.00  Conference ends – followed by wine reception 
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Lord (Robert) Armstrong GCB CVO !"# %&'(")%& ") *+,-.&/ 0% 1-23%& )4% 5.%"#'.6 23 789:/ ;.-< 
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78I=Y89/ 0% 2# )4% "')4-. -, Ireland at the United Nations: memories of the early years \G'F@23E 
R:7:] "3& A Small State at the Top Table: Memories of Ireland on the UN Security Council, 1981-82 
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Department of Finance, 1922-1958 \G'F@23E 78=I] "3& Independent Ireland \G'F@23E 78IZ]/  
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and the League of Nations \G'F@23E 788M] "3& Guarding Neutral Ireland \G'F@23E R::I]/   
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4% 2# L##-(2")% >.-,%##-. -, U-A%.3<%3)/ L<-3K#) 42# !-.P# ".% In Search of the Promised Land: 
the politics of post-war Ireland \J-.PE R::8]E "3& \!2)4 X"1 J4".2 "3& `-43 0-K"3]E Regulating 
Lobbying: a global comparison \S"3(4%#)%.E R:77]/ Q3 R:77Y7R 4% !"# ;'@F.2K4) >.-,%##-. -, 
>-@2)2(# "3& )4% H32A%.#2)6 -, N-.)4 J".-@23" ") J4"?%@ 02@@/ 

Peter Murtagh !"# %&'(")%& ") 5.232)6 J-@@%K% G'F@23/ 0% 2# \!2)4 `-% `-6(%] "')4-. -, The Boss: 
Charles J. Haughey in Government \G'F@23E 78IZ]/ 0% !"# X%?-.)%. -, )4% O%". 23 V.2)"23 23 78IM 
!42@% !-.P23K ,-. The Guardian/ 0% 2# 3-! ;-.%2K3 C&2)-. -, The Irish Times/ 
 
Professor Eunan OMHalpin MRIA !"# %&'(")%& ") H32A%.#2)6 J-@@%K% G'F@23 "3& J"<F.2&K%/ 
>.-,%##-. -, J-3)%<?-.".6 Q.2#4 02#)-.6 "3& G2.%()-. -, )4% J%3).% ,-. J-3)%<?-.".6 Q.2#4 02#)-.6 
") 5.232)6 J-@@%K% G'F@23E "<-3K 42# F--P# ".% Head of the Civil Service: a study of Sir Warren 
Fisher \T-3&-3E 78I8]E "3& Spying on Ireland: British intelligence and Irish neutrality during the 
Second World War \*+,-.&E R::I]/ 
 
Brian Stewart CMG !"# %&'(")%& ") *+,-.&/ L,)%. <2@2)".6 #%.A2(% 23 C'.-?% "3& )4% ;". C"#) ,.-< 
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of the police \B23K"?-.%E R::W]E "3& \!2)4 G. B"<"3)4" N%!F%.6] 2# ?.%?".23K Why SpyR Why 
Intelligence Matters/ 
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